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Norapeon false promiseif woman aready marred: upremecourt

L 1 R o r::. k
NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
The Supreme Court has held that arape
case on the false pretext to marry can-
not be prosecuted by a married woman
involved in a consensual relationshiﬁ
without getting a divorce.A benc

headed by justice CT Ravikumar
guashed arape case against the accused,
whoseidentity wasnot revealed, and set
aside an August 1, 2022 Madhya
Pradesh high court order that refused
to scrap the case registered against him
at a Mahila police station in Satha on
December 11, 2020.The decision of the
court came in a peculiar set of facts
where the accused had a physical rela-
tionship with hislandlady, who was 10
years older than him, and even
solemnised their marriage at a temple
in January 2019 under the impression

I

New Delhi: Some of the biggest
names in the Congress party - known
to be loyalists of the Gandhi family -
are shying away from the Lok Sabha
elections, Times Now has learnt. They
include Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge and former Madhya Pradesh
Chief Ministers Kamal Nath and
Digvijaya Singh, sources said.Mallika
rjun Kharge, the highest office bearer
of the party, has cited his responsibility
as the party President for opting out of
the poll contest. Kamal Nath, atwo-time
Chief Minister, has announced that his

ondonH

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
The High Court in London on Friday
gave asummary judgment against jailed
diamantaire Nirav Modi asking him to
pay $8 millionto Bank of India. A sum-
mary judgement isonewhere one of the
partiesisnot present in court or the court
seesno merit in their case. The Bank of

India had filed an application in the |

High Court in London to recover $ 8
million from Modi's Dubai-based com-
pany Firestar Diamond FZE. Friday's
judgment allows the bank to start the
recovery process from the Dubai entity
and to auction Modi's properties and
assets anywhere in the world. Nirav
Modi is, at present, lodged in
Thameside prison in the UK.Tom
Bead ey, the barrister representing BOI,

Fydlstrom M

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
Former Union Minister and Congress
leader Suresh Pachouri and former MP
Gajendra Singh Rajukhedi joined the
BJP on Saturday. Former Chief Minis-
ter Shivrgj Singh Chouhan was also
present at the event.Pachouri, speaking
to the media after joining the BJPR, said,
"When | joined palitics, | aimed to serve
the nation. The goal of independent In-
dia was to form a casteless and class-
less society. In the last few weeks, the
decisionsbeing taken by Congress have
been heartbreaking."" Thelanguage that
they used to reject Lord Ram's Pran

Caurtoragrsn

5 BOaR60 > 2024

that she had divorced her earlier hus-
band. Though they were in a relation-
ship since 2017, the two began to live
together after their informal marriagein
the same house where the woman was
staying with her parents and a teenage
daughter from thefirst marriage. Things
took a turn after the accused refused a
court marriage, leading to the woman
filing a criminal case against him un-
der Section 376(2)(n) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code (IPC). This section prescribes
punishment for a person who "commits
rape repeatedly on the same woman",
and the minimum sentence is 10 years
inprison extending uptoalifeterm.The
Petition, on behalf of the accused, was

iled by lawyer Ashwani Kumar
Dubey.The bench, also comprising jus-
tice Rajesh Bindal, noted that contrary
tothewoman'sclaiminthe FIR that she
got adivorce from her husband on De-
cember 10, 2018, the original record
proved that the decree of divorce by
mutual consent was dated January 13,
2021. This showed that she was in a
relationship with the accused even when
her earlier marriage  was
subsisting.Justice Bindal, writing the

T ESL SVl

son and sitting MP, Nakul Nath, will
contest the elections. Kamal Nath was
earlier inthe news over reports of plans
to switch over to the BJP. He has, how-
ever, denied any such plans.Digvijaya
Singh - asenior leader and Ex-General
Secretary of the Congress- hascited his
membership of the Rajya Sabhafor not
contesting the polls.Former Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has said
that he wants to focus on Rajasthan as-
sembly. Another key leader in the state,
Sachin Pilot, has also reportedly cited
his commitments to the people in his
[

and instructed by solicitor Milan
Kapadia of Royds Withy King, im-
pressed upon thejudge that Nirav Modi
had no prospect of successand that there
was no need for the case to go to trial.

aPraces Conaressase-Un

Pratishtha ceremony was disappoint-
ing," he added."We accepted the Su-
preme Court'sdecision, so what wasthe
need to regject the Pran Pratishtainvita-
tion? The political and religious deci-
sionsthat were being taken by the Con-
gress were agitating,” Pachouri told
media."l have joined the BJP without
any conditions," he said.Others set to
join the BJP include former MLAS
Sanjay Shukla, Vishal Patel, former
MLA from Piparia Arjun Palia, and
former state NSUI president Atul
Sharma.Alok Chansoriafrom Jabal pur,
former Bhopal Congress president

el
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judgment for the bench, said, "It is not
a case where the complainant (woman)
was of an immature age who could not
foresee her welfare and take right deci-
sion. Shewasagrown up lady about 10
years elder to the appellant. She was
mature and intelligent enough to under-
stand the consequences of the moral and
immoral acts for which she consented
during subsistence of her earlier
marriage." The court added: "In fact, it
was a case of betraying her
husband."During arguments, it was es-
tablished that the accused who was a
tenant at the complainant's property had
to shift in 2018 to Maharashtra for his
job. He used to come and stay with her
family, and the court found evidence to
show that they were living as husband
and wife. The accused took an insur-
ance policy where he named the com-
plainant as a nominee, and took care of
the daughter of the complainant. Healso
advanced aloan of ?1 lakh to the com-

lainant that was not returned to

im."From the contents of the com-
plaint, on the basis of which FIR was
got registered and the statement got re-
corded by the complainant, it is evident

0 Ot S

constituency as the reason for not con-
testing the national polls.TS Singh Deo,

the Deputy Chief Minister in
Chhattisgarh, has also opted out citing
the poor health of hiswife.Former Min-

I
The outstanding amount stemmed from
the credit facility which the bank had
with Nirav Modi. Thejudgment of US$
8 million includes $4 million in princi-
pal and another $4 million in
interest.BOI had extended credit worth
$9 million to Nirav Modi's Firestar but
when the bank demanded repayment in
2018, hewas unableto honour the com-
mitment. As Firestar Diamond FZE is
based in Dubai, a summary judgment
from the UK court is more readily en-
forceable there. Modi was the chief ex-
ecutive officer of Firestar FZE and was
also the guarantor. The court was also
told, "Nirav Modi has filed a defence
to the claim and his solicitors were

served with acopy of the present appli-

cation but have not responded to the
|

Kailash Sharma, Yogesh Sharma, and
Yogeshwar Sharma, were also believed
to be joining the BJP soon.Welcoming
Pachouri to the party, Chouhan, while
speaking to reporters said, "Rahul
Gandhi will breathe only after finish-
ing the Congress completely, as sug-
gested by Mahatma Gandhi. All good
leaders of the Congress are tired of the
party's leadership which is
directionless.""Congressison theverge
of extinction," the former Chief Minis-
ter said.Also speaking to reporters,
Madhya Pradesh BJP president VD
Sharma said, "Former Union Minister

90

By B WL INAMLSY

that there was no promise to marry ini-
tially when the relations between the
parties started in the year 2017. In any
case, even on the dates when the com-
plainant alleges that the parties had
physical relations, shewasalready mar-
ried," the court said."For the reasons
mentioned above, the order passed by
the High Court (on August 1, 2022) is
set aside. FIR No 52 dated December
10, 2020, registered under Section
376(2)(n) and 506 I PC at Police Station,
Mahila Thana, District Satna (MP) and
all subsequent proceedings thereto are

uashed," the judgment held.Last year,
the top court decided a case on a set of
similar facts in Naim Ahamed v State
of NCT, where rape charges were set
aside onidentical grounds. In that case,
the complainant was a married woman
with three children. She alleged rapeon
false promise of marriagefive years af -
ter she began to cohabit with the ac-
cused, and had a child from this rela-
ti onsh|,o without obtaining adivorcein
her earlier marriage. The court held that
it could not be said that the woman had
given her consent for a sexual relation-
ship under any misconception.

e L

ister Salman Khurshid, it is learnt, is
upset at the Congress giving away
Farrukhabad to Samajwadi Party as part
of seat-sharing in Uttar Pradesh. Con-
gress leaders in the south have also re-
quested the party not to consider them
for the national polls.Krishna Byre
Gowda, the Congress MLA in
Karnataka, hasreportedly told the party
that he wants to focus on state assem-
bly. Gowda's party colleague and fel-
low MLA KH Muniyappa has also ex-
pressed interest to remain focussed on
the state, sources said.

to7ay Bank of IndiaSBmilion

same." Judge Jonathan Klein then con-
cluded that even though Modi is in
prison he was given the opportunity to
fight the claim brought by Bank of
India."We are content with the judgment
and look forward the next steps,” said
BOI solicitor Milan Kapadia. Modi has
also not yet settled hislegal billsfor his
extradition case which he lost. He has
been appearing in Barkingside Magis-
trates court in London for non-payment
of over £150,000 in legal cost. He told
the magistrate that he does not have
access to any funds as the Indian gov-
ernment hasfrozen all hisassets. Hetold
the magistrate that he would make
monthly payments towards the unpaid
legal costs by borrowing money from
friends and relatives.
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NEW DELHI (ROYAL JOUR-
NALISM): Ina30- squaremllepatch
of northern Virginiathat's been dubbed
"data center aley," the boom in artifi-
cial intelligenceisturbocharging elec-

tricity use.Struggling to keep up, the g
power company that serves the area &

temporarily paused new data center
connections at one point in 2022.

Virginia's environmental regulators

considered a plan to allow data cen-

5 OG0 3> 2024

ters to run diesel generators during £

power shortages, but backed off after
It drew strong community
opposition.In the Kansas City area, a
data center along with a factory for
electric-vehicle batteries that are un-
der construction will need so much
energy thelocal provider put off plans
to close a coal-fired power plant.This
IS how it isin much of the US, where
electric utilities and regulators have
been caught off guard by the biggest
jump in demand in a generation. One
of the things they didn't properly plan
for isAl, animmensely power-hungry
technology that uses specialized mi-
crochipsto process mountains of data.
Electricity consumption at US data
centers alone is poised to triple from
2022 levels, to asmuch as 390 terawett
hours by the end of the decade, accord-
ing to Boston Consulting Group. That's
equal to about 7.5 per cent of the
nation's projected electricity demand.
"We do need way more energy in the
world than we thought we needed be-
fore," Sam Altman, chief executive
officer of OpenAl, whose ChatGPT
tool hasbecome aglobal phenomenon,
said at the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland last week. "We
still don't appreciate the energy needs
of this technology."For decades, US
electricity demand rose by less than 1
per cent annually. But utilitiesand grid
operators have doubled their annual
forecasts for the next five years to
about 1.5 per cent, according to Grid
Strategies, aconsulting firm that based
itsanalysisonregulatory filings. That's
the highest since the 1990s, before the
US stepped up efforts to make homes
and businesses more energy
efficientlt's not just the explosion in
data centersthat has power companies
scrambling to revise their projections.
The Biden administration's drive to
seed the country with new factories
that make electric cars, batteries and
semiconductors is straining the
nation's already stressed electricity
grid. What's often referred to as the
biggest machine in the world isin re-
ality apatchwork of regional networks
with not enough transmission linesin

NEP puts adenuate emphassn riaging
el chide, sy Present Murm

President Droupadi Murmu recently
stated that the recently introduced National
Education Policy placessignificant empha- |
sison narrowing the digital divide and es-
tablrshlng a standardised educational
framework for the benefit of underprivi-
leged students.President Murmu delivered
these comments during her speech on the
eve of the 75th Republic Day. The Presi-
dent conveyed these remarks during her
speech on the eve of the 75th Republic
Day."The National Education Policy gives
adequate thrust to bridge the digital divide
and create a uniform educational structure |
for the benefit of the underprivileged stu-
dents," says President Droupadi Murmu.ln
2020, the National Education Policy (NEP)
Wasmtroduced superseding the 1986 Na-
tional Policy on Education. Advocating for

tion (RTE) Act, the new poli gY
its extension to encompass all

places, complicating the job of bring-
Ing in new power from wind and solar
farms.To cope with the surge, some
power companies are reconsidering
plans to mothball plantsthat burn fos-
sl fuels, while a few have petitioned
regulatorsfor permission to build new
gas-powered ones. That means Presi-
dent Joe Biden's push to bolster envi-
ronmentally friendly industries could
end up contributing to an increase in
emissions, at least in the near
term.Unless utilities start to boost gen-
eration and makeit easier for indepen-
dent wind and solar farms to connect
to their transmission lines, the situa-
tion could get dire, says Ari Peskoe,
director of the Electricity Law Initia-
tive at Harvard Law School. "New
loads are delayed, factories can't come
online, our economic growth potential
Is diminished,” he says. "The worst-
casescenarioisutilitiesdon't adapt and
keep old fossil-fuel capacity online
and they don't evolve past that."Rob
Gramlich, founder of Grid Strategies,
says that based on his firm's projec-
tions for peak usage during the sum-
mer months, the US could soon be fac-
ing afuture of rolling blackouts if in-
frastructure improvements keep get-
ting delayed. "That's the ultimate con-
cern everybody has: that we'll be short
on power," he says. At least $20 bil-
lion annually needs to be invested in
new long-distance transmission lines,
but virtually nothing is being spent on
them now, he adds.In Virginia, which
bills itself as the world's biggest hub
for data centers, about 80 facilities
have opened in L oudoun County since
2019 as the pandemic accelerated the
shift online for shopping, office work,
doctor visits and more. Electricity de-
mand was so great that Dominion En-
ergy Inc. was forced to halt connec-
tions to new data centers for about
three monthsin 2022. That same year,
the head of data center company Digi-
tal Realty said on an earnings call that
Dominion had warned its big custom-
ers about a "pinch point" that could

a

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOUR-
INALISM): The Union Ministry of

| External Affairs on January 25 said
| Pakistan'srecent remarkson Indiaare
|an attempt at "peddling false and

I'malicious anti-India propaganda’
Respondl ng to mediaqueriesregard-
ing remarks made by the Pakistan

| Foreign Ministry, the MEA's official
| Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said:

"We have seen mediareports regard-

| ing certain remarks by Pakistan For-
| eign Secretary. It is Pakistan's latest
| attempt at peddling false and mali-

| cious anti-Indiapropaganda.” Jaiswal

an expanded reach of the nght to Educa- :
proposes

schools, |

added, "As the world knows, Paki-
stan has long been the epicentre of

spanning from pre-school to standard 12, | terrorism, organised crime, and ille-
in contrast to the existing Class 1-8 | gal transnational activities. Indiaand

coverage. Additionally,
-l H B

Kanenkentelfemnn,
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prevent it from supplying new projects
until 2026.A Dominion representative
says this is inaccurate. The pause on
new data center connectionslasted just
a few months, affected only a small
area of Loudoun County and had no
Impact on customers outside of "data
center alley," spokesperson Aaron
Ruby said in an email. "After acceler-
ating several new transmission
projects, we were ableto fully resume
service connections and have since
connected 27 new data centersin east-
ern Loudoun."Dominion says it ex-
pects demand in its serviceterritory to
grow by nearly 5 per cent annually
over the next 15 years, which would
almost doublethetotal amount of elec-
tricity it generates and sells. To pre-
pare, the company is building the big-
gest offshore wind farm in the US
some 25 miles off Virginia Beach and
isadding solar energy and battery stor-
age. It has also proposed investing in
new gas generation and is weighing
whether to delay retiring some natural
gas plants and one large coal
plant.Utilities are having to contend
with other power hogs, besides data
centers. There's about $465 billion
worth of semiconductor, EV and bat-
tery factories announced since Biden
took office, according to White House
data, many of them spurred by laws
Congress passed in 2022 that give in-
centives to invest in clean tech and
chip fabs.In Kansas City, construction
IS underway on a data center run by
Meta PlatformsInc., whileonthecity's
outskirts, Panasonic Holdings Corp. is
building afactory where energy-inten-
siverobotswill help assemble EV bat-
teries. Both projects, as well as over-
all economic development in the re-
gion, are fueling some of the "most
robust electricity demand growth in
decades," said David Campbell, chief
executive officer of Evergy, the utility
that servesthe area, in aJune 15 press
release. In the same communication,
the company said it would delay retir-
ing acoal plant that's been operational
since the 1960s by five years, to
2028.Soaring electricity demand is
slowing the closure of coal plantselse-
where. Almost two dozen facilities
from Kentucky to North Dakota that
were set to retire between 2022 and
2028 have been delayed, according to
Americas Power, a coal-power trade
group.Many tech companiesand clean
tech manufacturers prefer their plants
to be powered exclusively by renew-
able energy. But those aspirations are
running up against reality, says Mark
Nelson, managing director of energy

A snelin

many other countries have publicly
warned Pakistan cautioning that it
would be consumed by its own cul-
ture of terror and violence. Pakistan
will reap what it sows. To blame oth-
ers for its own misdeeds can neither
be ajustification nor asolution."The
MEA response comes on the heel s of
Pakistan'salegationsthat it has'cred-
Ibleevidence' of links between Indian
agents and the assassination of two
Pakistani terrorists associated with
the Jaish-e-Mohammed and the
L ashkar-e-Taiba in Sialkot and
Rawalkot last year.India was carry-
ing out extra-territorial and extra-ju-
dicia killingsinside Pakistan, the |s-
lamic nation's Foreign Secretary
Muhammad Syrus Sajjad Qazi al-

"=l
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consultancy Radiant Energy Group:

"Factories say, 'WWe want clean energy.

At this point we'll take
anything."?'Microsoft working on new
Al Chatbot for systemswith baremini-
mum hardwareSome corporations are
now being forced to consider |ocations
they had initially overlooked to secure
energy withinthetimeframethey need,
such asrural areasin Mississippi, says
Didi Cadwell, who's spent more than
two decades helping companies find
sitesfor their facilitiesand runsacon-
sulting firm in South Carolina.In Ari-
zona, historic demand prompted the
state's largest utility to temporarily
stop accepting new businessin thefall
from very large data centers that need
power around the clock, according to
people with knowledge of the matter.
Arizona Public Service needed to do
In-depth studies on things such ashow
many transmission lines are needed
and where substations will be located
before signing contracts, one of the
people said." The number and the size
of requests kept coming,” says Tony
Tewelis, whoworksin APS'stransmis-
sion and distribution group, adding
that some customers had asked for al-
most 2 gigawatts of power. "We
wanted to make sure that we did our
duediligencebeforewesaidyes." APS
says it will roll out a new processthis
year where it will perform case-by-
case studies before taking on very
large data centers as customers.Other
parts of the world are also seeing big
Increases in power demand. China's
electricity need is forecast to grow
about 6 per cent this year, driven by
the manufacturing of things like EVs
and solar equipment; in India it's set
to amost doublein the decade through
to 2032. And London's aging el ectric-
ity grid is struggling to add more data
centers.A big power company with
operations in six states, Duke Energy
has seen unprecedented demand
growth, spurred by data centers, fac-
tories and EVs-including both manu-
facturing and charging. It plansto ask
regulatorsfor permission to build more
gas-fired and solar power projects by
the early 2030s. But Glen Snider, who
heads resource planning, warns that
even with that additional capacity, the
company might have to keep some
customers waiting." There's not an in-
finite ability for resources to be added
tothegrid," hesays. "So if growth ac-
celerated even further, we might have
to delay the timing at which new large
loads are added." -With Rachel

Morison, David Stringer and Lou Del

ity

Bello

|
leged at a press conference held ear-
lier on January 25."Indian agents
used technology and safe havens on
foreign soil to commit assassinations
in Pakistan. They recruited, financed,
and supported criminals, terrorists,
and unsuspecting
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