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I Top Gear s Races o Become Nori

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
India has big plans for the future, one
of which isto become the world's big-
gest automobile manufacturer by
2029. Union minister Nitin Gadkari
said therise of India's automobile sec-
tor to the numero uno position will
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coincide with the country's arrival as &

the world's third biggest economy by
2029.Already, Indiaistheworld'sthird
largest car market, behind only China
and the US. Today, the share of ‘Made
in India cars plying globally isrising.
The year 2023 was a special year for
the automobile industry, as exports
registered a 4 percent growth. Effec-
tively, India's car exports went up to
6,71,384 unitsin 2023.It isthisrising
momentum that seems to have con-
vinced the NarendraModi government
that the goal of turning India into the
world's biggest automobile manufac-
turer is well within reach.Last week,
Gadkari laid out the basic pillars on
which India’s auto sector is growing.
The Centre's energies are presently
focussed on building a world-class
road network, shifting to alternative
fuels and reducing logistics cost to
boost exports.India’s desire to emerge
as a world leader in alternate and
cleaner fudl isparticularly noteworthy.
The central government is keen to di-
versify away from fossil fuels, for
which the annual cost of importing
standsat Rs 16 lakh crore.Gadkari said
the government isworking on aproject
with the Indian Oil Corporation in
Panipat, where they are using rice
straw to make ethanol and bio-bitu-
men. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had also called on the automobile sec-
tor to ensure that there is a made-in-
India vehicle running across most of
the globa markets.He al so spoke about
the emergence of a neo-middle class,
which hasjust risen out of poverty and
Islooking to purchase vehiclesto ful-
fil their mobility requirements. The
auto sector contributes to 46 percent
of manufacturing GDP and 7 percent
of national GDP while providing di-
rect employment to about 1.5 million
people. Therefore, expanding this sec-
tor and making it a dominant player
globally is a necessity for a country
like India, which islooking to become
a developed nation over the next two
decades.The prime minister did not
speak about increasing India's automo-
bile exports around the world without
good reason. The shift in global sup-
ply chains, particularly away from
China, leaves|ndiain an advantageous
position. India's auto sector could un-
lock $400 billion in incremental rev-
enue by 2035 by focusing on making
itsexportsglobally competitive, as per
a report released by consulting firm

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
Companies from the bloc's major
trading partners could face curbsover
links with Russia, the paper saidThe
EU is seeking to include restrictions
against Chinese and Indian compa-
nies in a 13th sanctions package
against Russiaover the Ukraine con-
flict, to be unveiled later this month,
theFinancial Timeshas reported.Two
dozen firms, including three from
Chinaand onefrom India, could face
trade penalties from Brussels, the
paper said in an article on Monday.
Businesses from Hong Kong, Sri
Lanka, Turkey, Thailand, Serbiaand
Kazakhstan are also on the list, it

EU could sanction Chinese and Indian firms

Arthur D Little. The same report states
that India has the potential of becom-
Ing an auto exports-led powerhouse
worth $1 trillion as the world seeks a
strong alternative to China. India's
auto sector, valued at $250 billion at
present, is already on track to achieve
$600 billion valuation by 2035.How
the numbers stack up: An indicator of
India's growing auto prowess Indians
bought a record number of vehicles
last year, giving the industry much
reason to celebrate. Also, the volume
of luxury cars sold in Indiais rising.
Driving growth in this segment is the
youth, which encapsulates the wider
trend of the country's economy per-
forming well and incomes rising
across the board. These are the trends
driving global car manufacturers to
view Indiaasthe next export hub. Last
year, Toyota, Volkswagen, Hyundai,
Mahindra, Tata Motors, Honda and
Skoda all recorded significant jumps
In exports, even as Maruti Suzuki re-
mained the biggest brand taking In-
dian cars around the globe.According
to data provided by Jato Dynamics,
Maruti Suzuki achieved a new mile-
stone by exporting 2,61,700 passen-
ger vehicles, including carsand SUVs.
Similarly, Volkswagen reported a 29
percent growth in exports, while
Skoda's exports soared by 431 percent
to 1,530 unitslast year.2023 was also
a year in which a record number of
vehicles were sold domestically. As
per industry estimates, about 4.5 mil-
lion passenger vehicles were sold in
the local market in the last calendar
year, anincrease of around 8.2 percent
as compared to sales of 3.79 million
units in 2022. Maruti Suzuki ac-
counted for nearly 40 percent of the
sales, while Hyundai Motor Indiasold
6,00,000 cars domestically - arecord
for the company.India already hasthe
production capacity to achieveitsgoal
of becoming the world's auto manu-
facturing hub. In 2023, the total pro-
duction volume of vehicles in India
was around 25.93 million units - a
notable increase from the previous
year. China - the world's biggest auto
manufacturer right now, produced
close to 30 million vehicles last year.
The gap of about 4 million is not in-
significant, but it is also not unassail-
able for India over the next five

stressed, adding that the companies
could not be named due to legal
reasons.|f the proposal isapproved by
all member-states, it would see the
EU sanctioning entities from main-
land China and India, which are the
bloc's major trading partners, for the
first time.The companies are being
targeted for allegedly helping Russia
to circumvent restrictionsimposed by
the EU, especially through the sup-
ply of eectronic componentsthat can
be repurposed for use in drones and
other weapons systems, FT cited the
plan as saying.'lt is also appropriate
to include on that list [along with
more Russian firms] certain other
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years.Expanding exports and the
growing appetite for India's "neo
middle class" will play a crucia role
in India trouncing not just China, but
asotheUS. By theend of 2024, India's
logistics cost is estimated to reduce to
about 9 percent. A corresponding one-
and-a-half times rise in exports is ex-
pected as a consequence.Keeping
these figures in mind, India hopes to
cover the distance over the next five
years and beat China as the world's
biggest automobile manufacturer. One
must not look at vehicles as a single
entity.In fact, there is a dedicated in-
dustry working behind the scenes, pro-
viding nuts and bolts to Indian car
manufacturers. Thisisthe Indian auto
components industry, and it is script-
ing history in its own right. About 50
percent of the manufacturing GDP of
India comes from the auto sector.The
share of the auto componentsindustry
in this cannot be ignored. In the 2023
fiscal, the auto components industry
registered its highest-ever turnover of
Rs 5.60 lakh crore ($69.7 billion), and
grew 32.8 percent year-on-
year.Domestically, auto component
sales to original equipment manufac-
turers (OEMs) grew 39.5 percent to Rs
4.76 lakh crore in the previous fiscal.

Why isIndiasauto sector booming?

Automobile manufacturers are
buoyed by the Centre's performance-
linked incentive (PL1) scheme, which
on January 1 was extended by another
year. The total outlay of the scheme
has been increased to Rs 25,938 crore.
The incentives as part of the scheme
will now be available from FY 24 to
FY 28, as compared to the incentives
availablefor FY 23 to FY 27 under the
previous tenure of the scheme.The
schemefor the auto sector has attracted
a proposed investment of Rs 67,690
crore, exceeding the original target
estimate of Rs 42,500 crore. The
scheme has already seen Rs 13,037
crore invested and is expected to gen-
erate 1.48 lakh jobs.The PLI scheme
envisages to overcome the cost dis-
abilities to the industry for manufac-
ture of advanced automotive technol-
ogy products in India. The incentive
structure is amed at encouraging do-
mestic industry to make fresh invest-
ments in an indigenous global supply
chain of advanced automotive technol-
ogy products.Simultaneously, the PLI
scheme for advanced chemistry cell
(ACC) and faster adoption of manu-
facturing of electric vehicles (FAME
| & II) are helping India move away
from traditional fossil fuel-based au-
tomobile transportation systemsto en-
vironmentally cleaner, sustainable,
advanced and more efficient electric
vehicles.India recorded a significant

entities in third countries that indi-

rectly support Russia's military and [

industrial complex...

reads.According to the report, Euro-

pean companies would be banned

from doing business with the black-
listed foreignfirms.The FT noted that
the EU wasalready considering sanc-
tioning Chinesefirmsover linkswith
Russialast year, but officialsin Brus-
sels said Beijing assured them that it
was not supporting Russia's military
effort.Restrictions on an Indian com-
pany ‘would be especially sensitive
asthecountry isaUSally and is ne-
gotiating a trade deal with the EU,'

by trading in E
such components,’ the document 5
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uptick in EV saleslast year, with over
1.5 million units being sold - a jump
of 50 percent from 2022. The overall
share of EVsin Indids auto sales has
risen sharply to 6.38 percent in 2023
from 1.75 percent in 2021. Thisisin-
dicative of EVs finding a greater au-
dience among India's automobile-pur-
chasing class. This year, the target of
adding over two million EVs to the
domestic market looks easily
attainable.Here is a look at the role
government interventions are playing
In the automobile sector:Since its in-
ception in 2019, FAME |l has sup-
ported the sales of approximately 1.2
million electric motorcycles, 141,000
three-wheelers, and 16,991 four-
wheelers through subsidies.Experts
are foreseeing an investment of Rs
94,000 crore ($12.6 billion) dedicated
to the electric vehicle ecosystem over
the next five years.The Indian EV
market is expected to grow at a com-
pound annual growth rate of 49%, a
trgjectory which will lead to annual
sales of close to 10 million units by
2030.The government's broad plan of
making India a global manufacturing
hub will remain incomplete until the
full potential of the Indian automobile
industry is unleashed. To that effect,
commerce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal in January urged the
automobile industry to set a target of
increasing the share of cars being ex-
ported to 50 percent of all passenger
vehicles produced in the country by
2030.Inthelast fiscal, that share stood
at about 14 percent. The minister was
guite specific in pointing out that the
industry should not limit itself to
achieving a mere 25 percent export
share and should aim higher.There are
several factors working to India's ad-
vantage. First, Indian regulatory norms
are now almost completely in sync
with global standards - the result of a
sustained governmental push. Second,
'‘Made in India vehicles are ready to
use amost instantly for foreign con-
sumers and need minimum adaptation
for export markets. India's low-cost
manufacturing, arbitrage in labour
costs, availability of skilled manpower
and awell-devel oped supplier base of -
fering carmakers a competitive cost
advantage are among the other factors
working to itsadvantage. The future of
India'sautomobilelookspromising. As
incomes continue to rise and the
economy gainsfurther momentum, the
car market stands to benefit signifi-
cantly. The fact that manufacturersin
India are keen to export their vehicles
around the world bodes well for the
vision of a Viksit Bharat, adding fur-
ther muscleto the country'sgoal of be-
coming a global manufacturing hub.

"*--

the paper stressed Both China and
India have been consistently calling
for a peaceful settlement of the con-
flict between Russia and Ukraine.
Over the past two years, Beijing and
New Delhi have resisted Western
pressure to join sanctions on Mos-
cow,




What James Pringep and his200-yea

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
At a walking distance from
Kolkata's Eden Gardens is the
Prinsep Ghat on the banks of the
Hooghly. One gets a close view of
theVidyasagar Setu and cantakea
boat ride on the River Hooghly
from Prinsep Ghat.The ghat is
named after James Prinsep, a Brit-
ish numismatist and archaeol ogist,
who made significant contributions
to India's historiography. He came
to India when he was 28 and was
the youngest fellow of the British
Asiatic Society.lt was Prinsep who
deciphered the Brahmi and
Kharosthi scripts and helped the
world know about emperor
Ashokas reign. It was he who es-
tablished that king Devanampriya
Piyadasi, who ismentioned in sev-
eral inscriptionsfrom Sri Lankato
Afghanistan, was none other than
emperor Ashoka.The ghat in
Kolkata was named after Prinsep
asaway to recognise his contribu-
tions after he passed away in Lon-
don in 1840 at the young age of
41.James Prinsep first served in
Calcutta(now Kolkata) and thenin
Benaras (now Varanasi) for 10
years. Prinsep's stay in Varanasi
(from 1820 to 1830) is what is of
interest and importance against the
backdrop of what is unfolding
now.Prinsep built Varanasi's under-
ground sewage system, which is
still operational, restored the
Alamgir Mosqgue, built by Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb in 1669, and
drew the city's maps. He also
brought out abook 'Benares |llus-
trated, A Series of Drawings' in
1831.That book and the map will
be used as part of evidence by the
Hindu side in the legal battle for
the  Gyanvapi complex,
IndiaToday.In has been told.In
'‘Benares|llustrated',James Prinsep
used lithography to engrave every
scene on paper and present infor-
mation with evidence. Chapters
and illustrations include
Munikurnika Ghat, Bruhma Ghat,
Procession of the Tazeeas and
Hindoo Nach Girls.Most impor-

YouTubeisepg merk el B
A0 eI e Wil e

YouTubeiscurrently testi n anovel fe&
ture aimed at changing up the browsi ng|
experience of itsusers. The platformis ex-
perimenting with a new functionality that |
allows individualsto filter videos on their |
home feed Dbased on colour]|
preferences. This innovative feature is in- |
tended to create a more visually cohesive
and pleasing experience when navigating |
through the vast array of content|
available.Reports from 9to5Google and
discussions among users on Lemmy have!
shed light on thisdevelopment. Users have|
reported encountering a new Brompt win- |
dow within the YouTube mobile app, in-|
viting them to explore this feature. The|
prompt tantalisingly asks usersif they are|

‘craving something new," presenting them |
with options to tailor their video feed by
selecting from a range of hues, includi ng|
red, blue, or green. While this feature rep-
resents a significant departure from con-
ventional browsing methods, it is impor- |
tant to note that it remains in the experi- |
mental Phase and hasnot beenwidely rolled |
out. Allison Toh, a spokesperson for |
YouTube, confirmed to The Verge that the|
feature is currently accessible to select
usersonAndroid and iOS mobiledevices."
However, the company has not provided
specific details regarding the rationale be-
hind this development or atimeline for its
potential wider release.
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tantly, James Prinsep, in '‘Benares
Illustrated’, discussed the architec-
ture of the old Vishweshwar
temple, and how the original place
of worship was converted to the
present Gyanvapi mosque.
Vishweshwar or Lord of the Uni-
verse is another name for Lord
Shiva.ln 'Benares Illustrated',
Prinsep details how Aurangzeb's
men used the material from the de-
stroyed Kashi Vishweshwar temple
to build the Gyanvapi mosgue."The
bigotry of Aurungzeb did not al-
low many vestiges of this more
ancient styleto remain. In 1660, for
some trifling resistance to the im-
position of acapitation tax, hetook
occasion to demolish the principal
Shiwalas, and constructed Mugjids
or mosgues with the same materi-
alsand upon the same foundations,
leaving portions of the ancient
walls exposed here and there, as
evidence of theindign % ady to which
the Hindoo religion been sub-
jected," Princep writes. The Kashi
Vishweshwar templeisof immense
significance in Hinduism as it is
one of the 12 Jyotirlingas or
temples where Lord Shivais said
to have appeared as a column of
light. Lord Shiva is said to have
created a water-producing spot
there hence the name Gyanvapi
(well of knowledge).The Adi
Vishveshwara Temple was de-
stroyed by Qutb ud-DinAibak, the
general of Muhammad Ghori, in
1194 but was rebuilt. It was
Aurangzeb who razed the Kashi
Vishweshwar templeagainin 1669
and built the Gyanvapi mosque
using the same foundations and
materias.Itisvery smilar to theuse
of materials from the destroyed
12th-century temple that was used
to build the Babri Masjidin
Ayodhya. The Babri Magjid w
constructed in 1528 by Babur's
commander, Mir Bagi.Babur was
the first Mughal ruler in India,
while Aurangzeb was the last of
that family to hold sway.Prinsep
then went on to reveal the old plan
of the Vishweshwar temple by

Canberra : Barrister Varun Ghosh
on Tuesday becamethefirst ever In-
dia-born member of the Australian
Parliament to take oath on Bhagavad
Gita.Varun Ghosh from Western Aus-
tralia has been appointed as the new-

| est Senator after the Legidative As-

sembly and the Legidative Council
chose himto represent theAustralian
state in the Senate of the Federal
Parliament.Wel coming Varun Ghosh,
Australian Foreign Minister Penny
Wong said, "Wonderful to have you
onthe Labor Senateteam.""\Welcome
to Varun Ghosh, our newest Senator

| from Western Australia. Senator

Ghosh is the first ever Australian
Senator sworn in on the Bhagavad
Gita. | have often said, when you're
the first at something, you've got to
make sure you're not the last,” the
Minister posted on X.She added, "I
know Senator Ghosh will beastrong
voicefor hiscommunity and for West
Australians."Australian Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese also wished
Varun Ghosh."Welcome Varun
| N
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drawing a map and marking on it
how the Aurangzeb-built mosque
stood onit.But how could Prinsep,

who came to Varanasi in the 19th 1

Century, come l;ﬁ with the map of
theold Kashi Vishweshwar temple,
which wasdestroyed by Aurangzeb
in the 17th Century, after a gap of
about 160 years?Prinsep explains
in 'Benares |llustrated' how he ex-
actly managed to draw the map of
the old Vishweshwar temple. "An-
tiquarianswill bewell pleased that
the Moosulmans, in their zeal for
the triumph of their own religion,
discovered amethod of converting
the origina structure into a capa-
cious Mugjid, without destroying
above one-half of itswalls; so that
not only the ground plan but the
entire architectural elevation, may
still betraced out," hewrites.Inthe
chapter 'Plan of the old
Vishveshwur Temple' of Benares
Illustrated, Prinsep shares the map
that shows that the old Kashi
Visheshwar Temple had eight
mandaps and the central section
which Prinsep calls
'‘Mahadeo'." The darkly shaded part
shews the figure and foundations
of the principal dewul: the fainter,
those of the outer dewulees. The
whole must have formed, when
complete, a picturesque groupe of
nine spires around a central pyra-
mid. The heightsdiminishing from
the centre towards the corners in
the proportions of sixteen, eight,
and six, as seen by the ground
plan," he writes.The book and the
map will be part of the evidence
put forward in the Gyanvapi case,
advocate Vishnu Jain, who repre-
sents the Hindu side in courts of
law, confirmed to IndiaToday.
In."The principal lingam of
Mahadeo stood in an ornamented

as reservoir in the centre, having a

drain below to carry off the Ganges
water continually poured over it by
day and night,"” writes James
Pri nsep inhis'Benares||lustrated'.

"Prinsep has shown the place of
Vishweshwar or Mahadev in the
centre of the temple and indicates

Ghosh our newest Senator from
Western Australia. Fantastic to have
you on the team," he posted on
X.Taking to X, the Legidative As-
sembly of Western Australia said,
"The Legidative Assembly and the
Legislative Council have chosen
Senator Varun Ghosh to represent
Western Australiain the Senate of the
Federal Parliament."Varun Ghosh is
alawyer from Perth. Herecelved de-
greesin Arts and Law from the Uni-
versity of Western Australiaand was
a Commonwealth Scholar in Law at
the University of Cambridge. He pre-
vioudly worked as afinance attorney
- H BN
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that the prl nci paI Ilngam was |lo-
cated in awater reservoir and that
could be the so-called fountain in
the wazukhana, which could have
been originally the ornamented res-
ervoir having the lingam," BR
Mani, Director General of National

Museum, tellsIndiaToday.In.Mani,
who led the Allahabad High Court-
ordered excavation at the then-dis-
puted Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Magjid sitein 2003, saysthat more
research is needed to ascertainiif it
IS, in fact, the 'Lingam' that James
Prinsep mentions. Thewazukhana,
or the ablution area, of the
Gyanvaf)l moscue was sealed in
2022following a Supreme Court
order. According to the Hindu side,
the fountain-like structure in the
wazukhana is a "Shivling" or
"lingam".This is what Prinsep
seems to have suggested in his
1831 book."If you draw agraph of
human genius, James Prlnseﬁ
would head the list along wit
Leonardo da Vinci," sald OP
Keariwal, then Director of Nehru
Memorial Library, in 2001.The
Gyanvapi site is seeing fast-paced
action. AVaranasi court hasallowed
Hindus to perform puja in one of
the cellars VWyas ji ka Tehkhana,
which wasordered sealed by former
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Mulayam Singh in 1993Amid the
legal battle surrounding the
Gyanvapi site, James Prinsep and
his'Benares|llustrated, A Series of
Drawings of 1831 are interesting
to revisit. Both will likely pl

key role in the events that
follow.As all the focus is on the
Gyanvapi site, about 680 km from
Varanasi, stands Prinsep Ghat in
Kolkata, inthe balm breeze blow-
ing from the Hoogh y River.

et e

in New York and as a consultant for
the World Bank in Washington,

DC.The political journey of Varun
Ghosh began when he joined
Australia's Labor Party in Perth. He
was just 17 when his parents moved
from Indiain the 1980s."l have had
the privilege of agood education and
believe strongly that high-quality
education and training should be
availableto everyone," Varun Ghosh
said in a statement.For the past few
years, Ghosh hasworked as a barris-
ter, dealing with legal matters in
Western Australiaand internationally
with theWorld Bank.In the 2019 fed-
eral election, Ghosh was placed fifth
on the Australian Labor Party's Sen-
ateticketinWestern Australiabut was
not elected.Born in 1985, Ghosh
moved to Perth in 1997 and attended
Christ Church Grammar School.He
has been actively involved in public
service, reflecting hiscommitment to
high-quality education.Before his
current role, Ghosh worked as a fi-

nance attorney
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