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Lok Sabha Elections 2024: As vot-
ing was underway inthe BaramullaL ok
Sabha constituency on Monday (May
20), a man, whose brother had joined
theterror outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba (L€eT),
appealed to the him to surrender in the
interest of peace and return home, after
casting his vote in the seat in Jammu

ot SsAmercanAr-
Inesater son's et onfli

A woman from New York hassued
American Airlines after her 14-year-
old son died following a medical
emergency on a flight.According to
the lawsuit the aircraft's defibrillator
was not working and that the flight
crew was not properly trained to use
it Asper theNew York Post, 14-year-
old Kevin Greenidge was flying
hometo New York City with hisfam-
ily from a summer vacation in Hon-
duras. Whilebeing in midair, he sud-
denly lost consciousness and went
into cardiac arrest.The teen's mother
claimstheflight crew didn't respond
quickly to her callsfor assistanceand
faced difficulties using the defibril-
lator. The plane was diverted to
Cancun, Mexico, where the teen was
taken to ahospital, but unfortunately,
he was pronounced dead.Greenidge
suffered from asthmaand type 2 dia-
betes. Hisprimary cause of deathwas
listed as myocardial infarction.The
lawsuit states that his death was
caused only because of the careless-
ness, recklessness, and negligence of
the defendant.The lawsuit further
stated, when crewmembers eventu-
aly attempted to use the plane's au-
tomated external defibrillator (AED),
they were unable to properly operate
the machine or the machine did not
function accurately.According to eye-
witnesses, every time the AED gave
a clear warning for people to step
back from Greenidge's body so that
a shock could be administered, a
shock was not delivered.The lawsuit
further allegesthat theairlineviolated
its own policy by withholding a
$113,100 advance payment dueto the
mother following the passenger's
onboard death."After my son died, |
never heard from American Airlines.
It made me feel hopeless. | want an-
swersfromAmericanAirlines. | want
AmericanAirlinestotakefull respon-
shility for Kevin'sdeath. | never want
this to happen to a child or family
again," the teen's mother Melissa
Arzu saidThe Great Khali lands in
trouble after lifting world's shortest
woman with his hands: Videolt is
worth mentioning that, flight atten-
dants working for US-based airlines
should be trained in CPR and in use
of the automatic external
defibrillator. American Airlines de-
clined to comment over thelitigation,
but said their thoughts are with Mr.
Greenidge's loved ones.
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Terrorgt'shrother makes appea

and Kashmir.Rouf Ahmad Lone, the
voter, isthe brother of Umar Lone, who
iIsan activeLeT terrorist, wanted in sev-
eral militancy-related cases.
What did the man say?

"Votingismy right, so | cast my vote.
| appeal to everybody to cast their vote
as developmental workswill take place

New Delhi may remain
Washington's partner in some areas,
but it will never be the proxy the
Americans wantAfter India pursued
adeal with Iran on the Chabahar Port,
the USresponded by threatening New
Delhi with sanctions , leading to
India's foreign minister accusing
Washington of 'bullying. Thisrift has
exposed the growing geopolitical in-
compatibility between the two coun-

.| | triesover the past several years, even

astheUS championed Indiaasacriti-
cal strategic partner against
China.Since 2017, the US has pro-
moted India as one of its key part-
ners. It even went so far asto rename
an entire region 'the Indo-Pacific,'
eyeing New Delhi as akey strategic
asset in its longstanding strategic
ambition of containing the rise of
China.Thus, Indiawas celebrated for
Itscommitment to democracy, itspo-
tential asanew economic and manu-
facturing giant, and became part of a
grouping known as 'The Quad,'
alongside Australia and Japan. New
Delhi itself was happy to capitalize
on these strategic overturesto enable
its own economic and political rise
asagreat power. As the West soured
on China, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi saw that India's time had
come.All of asudden, however, this
newly found optimism for India
melted away, despite Western eco-
nomic engagement with the country
growing. New Delhi appearsincreas-
ingly estranged from US objectives,
even to the point that "The Quad' was
recently marginalized in favor of a
new grouping, dubbed 'The Squad'
with the militantly pro-US Philip-
pinesunder Ferdinand Macros Jr tak-
ing Indias place. It is as if the US
believes Manillawill do more to co-
operate on anti-Chinaobjectivesthan
New Delhi, such asjoint military ex-
ercises. Thus, from close proximity,
India appears to be falling into rela-
tive estrangement. What
happened?First, Indiahas anindepen-

dent and strictly self-interested for-
|
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Bill Gates' latest book recommen-
dation comes from the world of arti-
ficial intelligenceand it isabook that
focuses on how the fast-advancing
technology can improve the quality
of education in the world.The
Microsoft co-founder praised "Brave
New Words: How Al Will Revolu-
tionize Education (And Why That's
a Good Thing" as he said that the
book must be read by all. The book
Is written by Sal Khan, founder and
CEO of education nonprofit Khan
Academy.Bill Gates wrote on social
mediaplatform X (formerly Twitter),
"If you're passionate about education,
you need to read thisbook. Sal offers
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after that. Come to the polling booths
and don't waste your vote," Lone told
reporters in Pattan in the north Kash-
mir district.Raising his finger smeared
with the indelible ink, Rouf appealed
to his brother to put down arms and re-
turnto hisfamily."| appeal to my brother
Umar to surrender (before security

eign policy. It might bewillingtolean
towards the US for its own gain, but

that doesnot makeitan'aly.' TheUS

can subdue many countries into fol-
lowing its foreign policy objectives,

such as Britain, the Baltic states, or :

the Philippines, but India only joins
in if it sees fit. Tak of New Delhi
being part of anideological causefor
‘democracy and freedom’ isnonsense,
and itsleadership has never seen such
cooperation in this way, despite its
grievances with China. India has no
commitment to US unipolarity like
Britain or Australia would support,
and instead seeks to rise as a power
In its own right in a multipolar
world.In doing so, India actively
takes positions of disagreement with
theUSanditsallieswhenitisneces
sary to do so. Over the past two years,
these points of disagreement between
New Delhi and the West have surged
dueto unavoidable changesinthein-
ternational environment, which have
increased geopolitical conflict. India
has had an interest in balancing the
rise of China, because it recognizes
that it can benefit economically from
supply-chain and manufacturing re-
alignments. However, when US-led
foreign policy begins to attempt to
crush all multipolarity for its own
benefit, thisbecomesastrategic prob-
lemfor Indiaand createsadivergence
in the two nations' objectives. One
particular example is the war in
Ukraine.The US has sought to usethe
war asameansto attempt to economi-
cally and militarily cripple Russia, as
nonsensical as this has been proven,
thus seeking to eliminate one of
Indids key strategic partners in the
field of energy and armaments. Why
would India comply with the US-led
sanctionsregime? It did not, and even
pursued currency changesto avoidit.
Ukrainian victory would strategically
weaken and isolate India, forcing it
Into a Western dependency scenario.
Worse still, thewar hasushered in an
improvement in US relations with
Pakistan following the removal and

acompelling visionfor harnessing Al
to expand opportunity for all."The
book focuses on the potential of Al-
powered systems like ChatGPT to
"revolutionize the way we learn and
teach” by assisting overworked teach-

ng booth In Baramu

o) e

o USRS INL IS

d

forces). If he does so, it will be much
better, he will return to his mother and
family," Lone said. In April this year,
Umar's mother also issued an appeal to
him to surrender before the forces.Over
21.30 percent of the 17.37 lakh elector-
ate cast their votein thefirst four hours
of polling in the Baramulla

stne USTalling out of lovewrth Incia?
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jailing of anti-US Prime Minister
Imran Khan. The US, of course, tried
to ignore and reconcile these differ-
ences for quite a while, even as it
leaned on India's shoulder. But then
asecond issue emerged inthisnewly
fraught geopolitical environment: the
|srael-Gaza war.Many Indians sup-
port Israel because of the Hindu na-
tionalist didlike for Islam. However,
New Delhi also frames itself as a
champion of the Global South, and
recognizesthat it would lose credibil -
ity in toeing the Western line of un-
conditional support for Isragl's cam-
paign of genocidal destruction. More
importantly though, the situation has
also entailed increased Western con-
flict with Iran, which is another stra-
tegic partner of India, acountry with
which it has historical and cultural
ties, and is another critical energy
supplier. As US tensions with Iran
grow, India will not follow suit on
Western pressure. Then finally, to top
it all off, arecent Biden gaffe ruffled
feathers in India wen he called the
nation 'xenophobic." All of this has
had the effect of recalibrating India's
balancing act onitsforeign policy and
distancing itself from the US.In con-
cluson, New Delhi may beaUS part-
ner in some areas, but itisnot aUS
proxy. The two countries have very
different visions for the emerging
new world order. India cannot accept
US subjugation or the removal of its
own strategic partnersfrom the chess-
board, which has quickly stifled
Washington's starry-eyed vision of
India being the newest global cham-
pion of freedom and democracy, in
pursuit of a unipolar world.

A

ersandtailoring lessonsaswell. Ear-
lier, Bill Gates had said in a podcast
featuring Sal Khan that Al tutoring
could help "close the education gap”
especially for low-income studentsin
developing countries."l do think the
Al will be like a great high school
teacher who really marksyour essay,
and you go back and think, 'OK, |
need to step up there," he said.He
added, "If wethink about the next 10
years, [in terms of] both the absolute
level of learning and the gap with
lower-income, minority students ...
these new tool s can both closethe gap
and raise up the overall level of
achievement."




TheBharatiya Janata Party (BJP), led
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, hit
back at the West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Sunday after the
TMC chief claimed during an election
rally that RK mission monkswereaign-
ing with the ruling party at the Centre
and adhering to orders from New
Delhi.Addressing an election rally in
Goghat under the Arambagh L ok Sabha
constituency, Bengal CM had claimed,
"Some monks of RamakrishnaMission
and Bharat Sevashram Sangha are
working under the influence of BJP
leaders in Delhi. Those who are look-
ing after temples are doing great spiri-
tual jobs, but everyoneis not doing so.
This is not done."While speaking at a
raly in Purulia, Modi today said the
TMC has crossed the limits of decency
by stooping so low that it is"spreading
canards against |SKCON, Ramakrishna
Mission and Bharat Sevashram
Sangha'. "The TMC has gone beyond
its limits by spreading canards against
|SKCON, Ramakrishna Mission and
Bharat Sevashram Sangha. West Ben-
ga Chief Minister (Mamata Banerjee)
IS threatening them. They are threaten-
ing them just to appease their vote
bank," he said.Bengal BJP chief
Sukanta Maumdar was the first to re-
spond to Mamata's allegations, saying
"Her delusional rants are a travesty for
the people of Bengal." "Mamata
Banerjee's recent attack on |SKCON,
RKM, & Bharat Sevashram Sangh hits
anew low. She accuses them of threat-
ening India's future, clams RKM is
campaigning for the BJPviaWhatsApp.
As the CM, her delusional rants are a
travesty for the people of Bengal," he
said."Mamata Banerjeeis upset and al-
leges that afew monks from ISKCON,
Bharat Sevashram Sangha and
Ramakrishna Mission are helping BJP.
But last year, during Eid, ahead of 2024
LSpolls, the CM called on all Muslims
to unite behind TMC and against BJP.
Mixing religion and politics?' BJP IT
cell chief Amit Malviya wrote on the
microblogging website X."Seems
Mamata Banerjeelied yesterday regard-
ing revered Kartik Mahara) of the
Bharat Sevashram Sangh. Sangh will
now approach the High Court against
her for maligning Hindu saints. Sangh
helped protect Hindu lives during
Bengal's bloody anti-CAA riots. No
wonder TMC is mad at them! Hindu
organisations will aso launch protest
against Mamata Banerjee across Ben-
gal for targeting ISKCON, Bharat
Sevashram Sangh and Ramakrishna
Mission," Malviyasaid in a subsequent
post."All Hindu organisations must
come forward against Mamata's open
anti-Hindu rhetoric. Will Mamata
Banerjee dare to speak a word against
Mohammad Yahya, Chairman of the
Bengal Imam Association, who is
openly urging Muslimsto band together
and vote for the TMC? She is preach-
ing neutrality and secularism to Hindu
organisations. Will she dare to give
similar sermons to her vote-bank?' he
added.
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The Supreme Court's order |ast
week which limited the powersof the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) to ar-
rest a person accused under the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) isin line with some of its
other judgements underlining the
importance of the right to life and
personal freedom.The court held that
the ED cannot arrest a person under
the PMLA once aspecia court takes
cognisance of its complaint, and the
agency will have to approach the
court if it wants custody of that per-
son. If an accused appears before the
authoritiesin responseto asummons,
It cannot be said that the person isin
custody, and by extension, it is not
necessary for him to apply for bail.lt
Is up to the ED to apply to the court
for custody, giving specific reasons.
The court also said that an accused
who appearsin a specia court could
be exempt from personal appearance
in future. The judgement isimportant
because of the arbitrary ways in
which the draconian PMLA is being

|

i

Congress leader Sandeep Dikshit,
son of former Delhi Chief Minister
Sheila Dixit, on Sunday invoked the
2012 Nirbhaya case in reference to
an alleged assault on RagyaSabhaMP
Swati Maliwal, saying that Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kgjriwal'saide
Bibhav Kumar was arrested per the
law brought by AAP.Dikshit'sremark
came at atimewhen the political war
of words betweentherulingAAPand

Ebrahim Raisi helicopter crash:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi con-
veyed profound grief on Monday
over the death of Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi, the foreign minister,
and other high-ranking
officials.According to the state me-
dia, no survivorswerefound after the
ill-fated helicopter carrying the Presi-
dent and others crashed on
Saturday.In a socia media post, the
Prime Minister lauded his contribu-
tionin building therelations between
both countries and added India stood
with Iraninatimeof sorrow."Deeply
saddened and shocked by the tragic
demise of Dr. Seyed Ebrahim Raid,
President of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. His contribution to strengthen-
ing India-Iran bilateral relationship
will always be remembered. My
heartfelt condolences to his family
and the people of Iran. India stands
with Iranin thistime of sorrow," PM
Modi wrote on social mediaplatform,
X.Besides, PM Modi, External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar also con-
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used by the ED to arrest people and

hold them in custody for long.Getting .

bail isextremely difficult because of
two tough conditions: the accused has
to prove in court that he is innocent,

and also convince the judge that he §

will not commit an offence while on
bail. So to be arrested under the
PMLA isto be condemnedinjail for
years, especially because the convic-
tion rate is low. Many accused per-
sonswasteyearsof their lifeinjail in
such cases.The ED is known to be
arrest-happy and has used its power
too liberally in the last few years.
Opposition politicians, including
AAP leaders like Arvind Kejriwal,
have been victimsof the ED'sactions.
Though Kegjriwal got bail, many oth-
ersaredtill injail, after being repeat-
edly denied bail . A restraint on the
ED's powers of arrest is therefore
welcome. The arrest of a citizen in-
volves the constitutional and human
rights of that person and so the power
to arrest should be wused
judiciously. The Supreme Court has

theBJPwasat itsheight. Notably, the
Congress is an ally of the AAP in
Delhi under the INDIA bloc., Dikshit
said only a proper investigation
would reveal what exactly went down
between Maliwal and Bibhav at the
CM's Civil Lines residence."When
the 'Nirbhaya' (horrific and fatal
gangrape of a paramedical student in
the national capital on December 16,
2012) incident happened, theAAPhit
the streetsand raised chorusfor alaw
as per which the victim's statement
In incidents of sexual crime or vio-
lence against women would be taken
as the truth and the onus will be on
the accused to prove hisinnocence,”
Dikshit said."A legidlation to this ef-
fect was drafted and brought into
forcethereafter. However, now, when
action follows after awoman alleged

that she was wronged, it should be

assumed that she was speaking the
I

doled the sudden demise of the Presi-
dent and his lranian counterpart
Amir-Abdollahian in the helicopter
crash. The Indian foreign minister
recaled his last meeting with Raisi
and Abdollahian in January this year
and echoed New Delhi stood with the
people of Iran at the time of this
tragedy." Deeply shocked to hear of
the passing away of Iran’s President
Dr Ebrahim Raisi and Foreign Min-
ister H. Amir-Abdollahian in the he-
licopter crash,” Jaishankar wrote on
X."Recall my many meetings with
them, most recently in January 2024.
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said in other cases that unreasonable
curbs on freedom even for aday are
wrong. In the present case, the court
was addressing the question of
whether an accused in amoney laun-
dering case has to meet the stringent
twin-test for bail when aspecial court
has taken cognisance of the case.By
ruling that the ED cannot arrest aper-
son once a complaint is filed, the
court has prevented many arrests and
protected theright to lifeand persond
liberty of citizens. It reduces the
scope of the draconian law to curb
the fundamental rights of citizens.

MIDE G

truth. Bibhav Kumar was arrested as
per this law. The legislation was
brought by the AAP, and none else.
We have flagged concerns over this
legidation earlier," he added.Bibhav
was arrested on Saturday for the al-
leged assault on AAP's Rajya Sabha
MP at the CM's residence and has
been remanded in police custody for
fivedays.Kgriwal hasaccused Prime
Minister NarendraModi of playing a
‘Jail ka Khel' (game of putting lead-
ersinjail) withtheAamAadmi Party
and had conducted a 'Jail Bharo'
march to the BJP'snational headquar-
ters today, with top party
heavyweights.Maliwal, in her com-
plaint, alleged that Bibhav "dapped"
her "at least seven to eight times
while she" continued screaming” and
"brutally dragged” her while "kick-
ing" her in her "chest, stomach and
pelvis area.”

.. PO

Our condolencesto their families. We
stand with the people of Iran at the

| time of thistragedy," he added.

Iran President killed in helicop-
ter crash

Raisi, a hardliner long seen as a

potential successor to Supreme

L eader Ayatollah Ali Khamenel, was

killed in a helicopter crash in moun-

| tainous terrain near the Azerbaijan

border, state media said on
Monday. The charred wreckage of the
helicopter which crashed on Sunday
carrying Raisi and Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian was found
early on Monday after an overnight
search in blizzard conditions.Raisi's
death was later confirmed in a state-
ment on social media by Vice Presi-
dent Mohsen Mansouri and on state
television.Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenel, who holds
ultimate power with afina say onfor-
eign policy and Iran's nuclear pro-
gram, had earlier sought to reassure
Iranians, saying there would be no
disruption to state affairs.
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