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ek apologisssfor UK's
Itoric nfected blood Sendl

L ondon: British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak on Monday apologised after
Britain's state-funded National Health
Service (NHS) was accused of cover UE
inan infected blood scandal dating bac
to the 1970s in a public inquiry report
submitted to the government.Speaking
in the House of Commons hours after
inquiry chair Sir Brian Langstaff deliv-
ered his scathing verdict on the issue,
the British Indian leader said it was a
"day of shame for the British state" af -
ter a catalogue of failures and attitude
of denial documentedintheinquiry.The
scandal involves over 30,000 people
being infected with life-threatening vi-
rusessuch asHIV and HepatitisC while
they were under NHS care between the
1970s and 1990s, with over 3,000 hav-
ing died."l find it almost impossible to
comprehend how it would have felt...|
want to make a whole-hearted and un-
equivocal apology," said Sunak, ad-
dressing the victims and their families,
some of whom were in Parliament."On
behalf of this and every government
stretching back to the 19/0s, | am truly
sorry," he added, confirming compen-
sationto all ‘whatever it costs.The scan-
dal involves infected batches of Factor
V11, an essential blood clotting protein
which haemophiliacs do not produce
naturally, imported from the US and
used widely to treat patients at thetime.
They were infected as donated blood
was not tested for HIV/AIDS until 1986
and Hepatitis C until 1991 in the
UK."The scale of what happened ishor-
rifying. The most accurate estimate is
that more than 3,000 deaths are attrib-
utableto infected blood, blood products
and tissue," notes Langstaff in his re-
port following a five-year
Investigation." Standing back, and view-
ing the response of the NHS and of gov-
ernment, the answer to the question ‘was
thereacover up? isthat there has been.
Not in the sense of a handful of people
plotting in an orchestrated conspiracy
to mislead, but in away that was more
subtle, more pervasive and more chill-
ing initsimplications. To save face and
to save expense, there has been a hid-
ing of much of the truth," he said.The
2,527-page and seven-volume docu-
ment goes on to detail the enormous
scale of the scandal and also makes a
series of recommendations, including a

3oeed¥ compensation scheme for those |
irect

y affected and who lost loved

ones as a result. The report also calls|

upon the NHS to ensure anyone who
received a blood transfusion before
1996 is urgently tested for Hepatitis C.
New patients at aérgl medical practice
should also be asked if they had atrans-
fusion before that time.The report also
picks apart the approach to the scandal
under the Margaret Thatcher led Con-
servative Party government, which in-
sisted that people were given "the best
treatment available" at the time."The
reality isthat thisuse of thisblanket line
to take - sometimes applied to the posi-
tion of people with bleeding disorders,
sometimes to all those infected with
Hepatitis C from blood or blood prod-
ucts - was Inappropriate. It was wrong
and its use was unacceptable. It became
amantra and was never questioned,"” it
notes." An apology should not only give
some detail as to what is being
apologised for, but to be understood by
those to whom it is addressed as sin-
cere and meaningful, it should lead to
action. Compensation is part of this," it
adds. Two sets of peoplewere cau?ht up
in this historic health scandal of con-
taminated blood - people with
haemophilia and similar blood clotting
disorderswho received anew treatment
at the time to replace the missing clot-
ting agents made from donated human
blood plasma and a second group who
had ablood transfusion after childbirth,
accidents or durin medical
treatment.Ministersfrom the Sunak-led

overnment have promised to address
theissue of final compensation oncethe
inquiry's report is published, the total
cost for which islikely to run into bil-
lions of pounds.
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The BJP hastaken action against former
Union Minister and MP Jayant Sinha after
he allegedly failed to cast hisvote on Mon-
day. The party has issued a show-cause
notice against him, claiming he hasnot been
taking part in "organisational work and
election campaigning” ever since Manish
Jaiswal was declared a candidate from the
Hazaribagh seat in Jharkhand.Mr Sinha,
who in March expressed his desire not to
contest the Lok Sabha polls, is the sitting

Anian

Justice Chitta Ranjan Dash, who
retired as a Cal cutta high court judge
on Monday, revealed that hewas and
IS a member of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).Chitta
Ranjan Dash added that he was
"ready to go back to the organisation”
If they called for any assistance or
work."To the distaste of some per-
sons, | must admit herethat | wasand
| am a member of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)...l owe
alot to the organisation... | am there
from my childhood and throughout
my youth," Justice Dash said during
his farewell speech at the high
court.According to Justice Dash, he
had distanced himself from the
organisation for about 37 years be-
cause of hiswork inlaw."l have never
used my membership of the
organisation for any advancement of
my career because it is against its
principles...| treated everybody at
par, be he arich or poor person, be
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Iranian president's helicopter that
crashed on Sunday in inclement
weather turned out to have been a
well-known Vietnam-era war relic -
or at least itscivilian counterpart. The
US-madeBéell 212 carrying President
Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian and several
members of their entourageisarefit-
ted non-combat version of the omni-
present UH-1N "Twin Huey", which
Is still in wide use globally.Despite
Its proven longevity, questions arose
over whether it was fit for purpose,
while the fact that the Tehran regime
has been under Western sanctionsfor
decades might indicate that proper
maintenance of the chopper was
uncertain.After the crash, experts
pointed out that the more than 40-
year-old Bell 212 was built to fly in
visual flight conditions, meaning that
the pilot had to rely solely on their
ability to observe the terrain from
their seat.Heavy fog and a brewing
storm on Sunday likely impeded the
pilot and might have contributed to
the crash in northwestern Iran, some
20 kilometresfrom the country's bor-
der with Azerbaijan.The heavily for-
ested area is known for its steep
mountain slopes, further complicat-
ing the rescue, which ultimately in-
volved Turkish drones and an EU
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BJP Sends Show-Cause Notice ToMP Jayant Sinha

MPfrom the high-profile seat."You are not
taking any interest in organisational work
and election campaigning ever since the
party declared Manish Jaiswal as the can-
didate from the Hazaribagh L ok Sabha seat.
You did not even feel the need to exercise
your vote. The party'simage has been ma-
ligned because of your conduct,” BJP state
general secretary Aditya Sahu said in a
notice.The party has asked Mr Sinha to
explain his stand within two days. The 61-

eCtiaRanan

he a communist, or from the BJPR,
Congress or TMC. All are equal be-
fore me; | do not hold any bias for
anyone or any particular political
philosophy or mechanism,” he
said.Justice Dash added that since he
did not do anything wrong in life, he
hasthe courageto say that he belongs
to the RSS. "If | am agood person, |
could not belong to a bad organisa
tion," he said.Demitting office after
over 14 years as a high court judge,
Justice Dash said, "I have learnt to
be courageous, upright and have an
equal view for others and above all,
the sense of patriotism and commit-
ment to thework... | tried to dispense
justice on the principles of empathy.
Law can be bent to dojustice, but jus-
tice cannot be bent to suit the law."
Who is Justice Chitta Ranjan
Dash?

Bornin 1962 in Odisha's Sonepur,
Justice Dash graduated in law from
the Madhu Sudan Law College in

U1 0 11l

observational satellite.lranian offi-
cialssaid the other two helicoptersin
the three-copter presidential convoy
had landed safely. It isunclear if and
how badly they were affected by
harsh flight conditions, whilethelack
of information from Tehran meansthe
details of the accident are still
shrouded in mystery.
Tehran regime still flieson
Shah-bought aircr aft

The Bell 212, said to have been
operated by the Red Crescent Soci-
ety of the Islamic Republic of Iran by
local media, was likely purchased
before the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.lran's Shah Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi wasknown for hislove
of flying. A qualified pilot himself,
Pahlavi often worethe uniform of the
Marshal of the Imperial Iranian Air
Force (I1AF) - established by hisfa-
ther, Shah RezaPahlavi, in 1920 - and
invested more in it than in any other
branch of the armed forces. This led
to aseriesof aircraft purchases meant
to create a top-of-the-line air force
fleet, with Iran the only country other
than the USto operate the F-14 Tom-
cat. Helicopters, like the Bell-made
AH-1 Super Cobraand Chinook, also
prominently featured in the IAAF's
arsenal. Shah Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi sits on the Peacock Throne
in Tehran, October 1964AP
PhotoHowever, the USarmsembargo
against the Islamic Republic's gov-
ernment meant the rebranded Ilamic
Republic of Iran Air Force soon saw
most Western-made aircraft fall into
disrepair.The Tehran regime, how-
ever, continued to operate a limited
number of aircraft by cannibalising
the existing fleet and reverse-engi-
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year-old is yet to respond to the notice.On
March 2, Mr Sinha, in a post on X, re-
quested BJP chief JP Naddato "relieve me
of my direct electoral duties'. He said he
wanted to focus his "efforts on combating
global climate changein Bharat and around
theworld". Hourslater, the BJPannounced
Mr Jaiswal asits candidate from the urban
constituency in Jnarkhand, which wasonce
represented by Yashwant Sinha and later
his son, Jayant Sinha
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Cuttack in 1985.1n 1986, he enrolled
as an advocate and in 1992, he was
appointed as an additional standing
counsel of the state government -
which he continued till 1994. Justice
Dash joined the Orissa Superior Ju-
dicia Service (Senior Branch) in Feb-
ruary 1999 asadirect recruit, follow-
ing which he was elevated to an ad-
ditional judge of the Orissahigh court
in October 2009.Hejoined asajudge
of the Calcutta high court on transfer
on June 20, 2022.

01 USmanerelopte’

neering the much-needed parts.This
practice was supplemented by pur-
chasing weapons and equipment from
the likes of the Soviet Union and
China. Yet, continued issues with its
ageing fleet were fully exposed dur-
ing the 1980-1988 Iran-lraq War
when Tehran suffered significant
losses of both aircraft and their best
pilots.Some of the shah-bought air-
craft survived to this day, however.
Although Iran's current capabilities
are unknown, a 2024 estimate by
Flight Global claimed that at least two
Bell 212s were still operating in the
country.
Who else operates Bell 212?

Introduced in 1968, the Bell 212
and itsseveral variants have been the
workhorses of many military and ci-
vilian operators worldwide. The UH-
1IN Twin Huey - itsmilitary version -
was used by the US in global con-
flicts, including the Vietham War and
the 2003 invasion of Irag. It is still
used by the USAIr Forceand by Italy,
Spain, Argentina, and Saudi Arabia,
among others.In 2024, Bell 212's sex-
vices were mostly retained by police
forces in Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia,
North Macedonia and elsewhere, as
well as the coast guards of Canada
and Japan.Depending on the configu-
ration, it can carry one pilot (or two,
If fitted with upgraded flight instru-
ments) and up to 14 passengers.The
only other notable Bell 212 accident
took place in the North Sea in Sep-
tember 1986, when a Scottish-oper-
ated medical emergencies chopper
crashed while on a rescue mission,
killing all six onboard. Heavy rain
and poor visibility were deemed to
have caused the crash.
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Flipkart, the homegrown
ecommerce giant, has roped in
Anuj Rathi asthe new chief execu-
tive of Cleartrip, the company's
travel platform, peoplein the know
told Moneycontrol. This will be
Rathi's second innings at the
Wal mart-owned company, he
worked at Flipkart for two years
between 2010 and 2012 as Prod-
uct Manager.He went on to work
at companies like Snapdeal and
Swiggy after that. After over seven
years at Swiggy, he joinedJupiter
in September 2023but his stint was
a short one. Rathi, an IIT Kanpur
alumnus, has more than 18 years
of experience in the industry and
has worked at large corporations
like Walmart, apart from new-age
ecommerce companies.Rathi is
joining Cleartrip to replace
Ayyappan R, the current CEO of
Cleartrip, who is on his way out
after spending over 11 yearsat the
Bengaluru-based company,as re-
ported by Moneycontrol
earlier.Cleartrip did not immedi-
ately respond to Moneycontrol's
gueries. Newswebsite TheArc was
first to report about Rathi moving
to Cleartrip.The movements are
part of a wider restructuring at
Flipkart, which has seen several top
executives depart.Moneycontrol
reported on May 20 that two more
senior - Prabh Simran Singh and
Sankalp Mehrotra - executives are
leaving the company, following
five other recent departures.In Feb-
ruary, Moneycontrol had first re-
ported that Sandeep Kohli, SVP
and head of data centres was |eav-
ing Flipkart after nine years with
the company. Along with Kohli,
Amitesh Jha (head of marketplace
and categories), Bharath Ram (SVP
of Growth and Retention)
Ayyappan R (Cleartrip head) and
Dheergj Angla(head of fintech and
payments) all quit Flipkart around
the sametime. These devel opments
come at a time when Walmart,
Flipkart's parent company, said it
IS assessing the right time for
Flipkart's 1PO,as reported by
Moneycontrol earlier."\We're look-
ing and exploring when would be
theright timeto IPO that (Flipkart)
business. There's strong growth in
Flipkart and in PhonePe and we're
excited about the India market," a
Walmart executive told analysts
after announcing the company's
results on May 16.
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Mumbai, India's financial centre and
the capital of Maharashtra, isabustling
city known for its cosmopolitan nature
and bustling activities.But anew report
by journalist Pankaj Prasoon paints a
sinister development underway in its
neighbourhood, Padgha, a backwater
town 50 kilometres northeast of
Mumbai.Padgha experienced adramatic
and menacing transformation, earning
the reputation of becoming India’sISIS
hub. Thisshift was masterminded by the
notorious terrorist Sagib Nachan. Un-
der his direction, Padgha was renamed
Al Sham and began functioning almost
like an independent enclave, governed
by the repressive Sharia rule.Saqgib
Nachan, a notorious terrorist, turned
Padghainto a hub for extremism. Once
a serene village, Padgha experienced a
dramatic shift with the influx of unfa-
miliar and suspicious individuals, ac-
companied by a rise in Islamic
radicalisation. This transformation ac-
celerated Padgha's descent into a cen-
tre for terror planning and radicalism,
significantly altering its character and
raising substantial security concerns.In
2023, the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) executed amajor raid in
Padgha, uncovering 44 drones primed
for an attack on Mumbai. This signifi-
cant cache suggested that the terrorists
had sophisticated plans and likely ex-
ternal support. However, the drones
were not the only alarming discovery.
The NIA also found a substantial stash
of weapons and extremist literature.
Surprisingly, Israeli flags were among
the items seized, hinting at broader and
more complex motives behind the ac-
tivities in Padgha, possibly aiming to
incite greater tension and violence.The
revelation of such awell-equipped ter-
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Sambit Patra dip of tongue: BJP
|leader Sambit Patra, who courted
controversy for his remarks on Lord
Jagannath, said that hewas apologetic
for his 'dip of the tongue', and that
he would observe fast for the next
three days to offer penance in the
name of Lord Jagannath as an
apology.Patra, the BJP candidate
from Puri Lok Sabha seat, landed in
arow in Odisha on Monday after he
told alocal news channel that "Lord
Jagannath is a devotee (bhakt) of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi." He
later described it as a "slip of the
tongue.”

'‘Will observe afast for next
three days

Patra shared avideo on social me-
dia platform X around 1 am,
apologising for his mistake regard-
ing Lord Jagannath. He wrote, "To-
day, | am deeply distressed by the
mistake | made regarding Lord
Jagannath. | bow my head at the feet
of Lord Jagannath and apologise. To
atone for my error and repentance, |
will observe afast for the next three
days.""During NarendraModi's visit
to Puri, | was conversing with many
mediafriendsamidst thelarge crowd
on the Grand Road of Puri. While
speaking to amediafriend in thissea
of people, | mistakenly said ‘Modi's
devotee Jagannath' instead of ‘Lord
Jagannath's devotee Modi.' For this
mistake, | prostrate myself at the feet
of Lord Jagannath and seek forgive-
ness. To repent for this error, | will
fast for the next three days," he
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ror hub so close to Mumbai raised seri-
ous national security concerns. The
once peaceful village had becomeasig-
nificant threat, capable of launching
major attacks, prompting critical ques-
tions about local security and commu-
nity vigilance.Padgha's transformation
from a quiet village to an ISIS hub
known asAl Sham starkly illustratesthe
severe dangers posed by modern terror-
ism. It underscores the urgent need for
robust intelligence, swift action, and a
unified effort to ensure national
safety.Who is Saquib Nachan? The
SIMI-linked terrorist who is the brains
behind establishing ISIS hub Al Sham
in IndiaTerrorist Saquib Nachan is the
mastermind behind the village of Al-
Sham. Nachan gainedinfamyafter being
involved in multiple terror blasts in
Mumbai in just four months. He was
accused of a blast at Mumbai Central
railway station that injured 25 people
in December 2002. A month later, he
was accused of another bomb blast, this
time in Vile Parle which killed 1 and
injured 25 others. In March 2003,
Nachan was named in a bomb blast at
Mulund station that killed 11 and in-
jured 82.He was arrested shortly after
that by Mumbai Police in April 2003
and held in prison for over 7 years. In
2011, he managed to secure bail but was
arrested monthslater in connection with
an attempted murder of VHP activist
and lawyer Manoj Raicha.The former
secretary of SIMI wasfinally convicted
in March 2016 for possessing weapons
under the anti-terror law and sentenced
to 10 yearsin jail. He served one year
and 8 monthsinjail asaconvict, while
the remainder of the term as undertrial
to come out free in November 2017.In
Pad gha, Nachan strategically settled re-
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added., "Thisis not possible; no per-
son inhisright mind can say that God
iIsadevotee of any human being. The
mistake happened unknowingly
while giving out bytesto achannel. |
agree that the sentiments of some
people have been hurt due to my
statement, but even the lord forgives
a person for committing a mistake
unknowingly."It was never my inten-
tion to commit this mistake, but still
because M ahaprabhu Jagannath isthe
Lord of the Universeand | am an ar-
dent devotee just like the hundreds
and thousands of Odias, | feel |
should convey my apology and offer
penance to the Lord for a'dip of the
tongue' that occurred unknowingly,"
he added.

Opposition reacts
Patra's remark triggered a huge
political row, with top leaders such
as Naveen Patnaik, Mallikarjun
Kharge, Rahul Gandhi and Arvind
Kgriwal hitting out at the BJPOdisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, inan
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cruitsin the pursuit to create ¢ aseparate
state. Intelligence sources reveal that
Nachan played a pivotal role in
radicalizing youth, organizing various
training programs, and managing for-
eign operations, funding, and psycho-
logical warfare against India. His plans
included orchestrating bombings across
India, surpassing the severity of the 26/
11 attacks. Additionally, Nachan admin-
istered the Bay?ah (oath of allegiance)
to recruits, strengthening their commit-
ment to the jihadist cause.Under the
guidance of foreign handlers, the ac-
cused actively participated in terrorist
activities, including manufacturing im-
provised explosive devices (IEDs) for
planned attacks. They encouraged vul-
nerable Muslim youths to move to Al-
Sham (Padgha) to bolster their
presence.However, the details of the
nefarious designs of waging armed
jihad and terror attacks in India with
Padgha or Al-Sham as the ISIS India
base came to the fore when the NIA ar-
rested 15 terrorists, including Nachan
in December 2023. Nachan's arrest had
come months after the security agencies
got hold of hisson, Shamil Nachan, who
Isaccused of similar terror activities as
hisfather, underscoring the enormity of
rampant Islamic radicalism and terror-
iIsm prevaent in India.
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X post, criticised Sambit Patra for
hurting Odia 'asmita’ (pride).
"M ahaprabhu Shree Jagannathaisthe
Lord of the Universe. Calling
Mahaprabhu a ‘bhakt’ of another hu-
man being is an insult to the Lord...
it is totally condemnable. This has
hurt the sentiments and demeaned the
faith of crores of Jagannatha bhaktas
and Odiasacrosstheworld."TheLord
Isthe greatest symbol of Odiaasmita.
| strongly denounce the statement...
and | appeal to the BJP to keep the
Lord above any political discourse.
By this, you have deeply hurt Odia
asmita and this will be remembered
and condemned by people of Odisha
for a very long time," Patnaik
said.Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
hit out at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over thecomment. Inan X post,
he said, “When the Prime Minister
starts considering himself as an em-
peror and the courtiers start consid-
ering him as God, then it isclear that
the downfall of the Lanka of sin is
near. Who gave a handful of BJP
peopletheright to hurt the sentiments
of crores of people? This ego is be-
coming the cause of their
destruction."Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kgriwal aleged that Sambit
Patra's remark reflects the “arro-
gance” of BJP leaders. "I strongly
condemn this statement of the BJP.
They have started thinking that they
are above God. Thisisthe height of
arrogance. Calling God bhakt of
Modi ji isaninsultto God," Kegjriwal
posted on X.
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