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Hnand Mahindra pitches tishl model o make Indiaa global superpowe

—————r

Anand Mahindra, the chairper-
son of Mahindraand Mahlndra,
on Sunday pitched a "trishul"
model to make India a global
superpower in the eyes of pow-
erful governments, seeking inspi-
ration from the model on which
the United States operates.While
speaking at the 4th Annual Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Lecturein New
Delhi, Anand Mahindra talked
about what factors can help In-
dia create a global influence or
Antarrashtriya Samman. He fur-
ther said that business and com-
merce can makeavital contribu-
tion towards our aspiration of
earning international
respect.Taking a "practical ap-
proach” to how India can turn
into acountry with an even stron-
ger global influence, Anand
Mahindra sought inspiration
from the US, which has been re-
garded as the benchmark for
strong influence for
decades.Mahindrasaid, "Let me
look at the country which, for
better or for worse, is regarded
as the most powerful and influ-
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NEW DELHI ROYAL JOUR-
NALISM): All isnot well it seems,
in the Election Commission. Unable
to curb electoral malpractices such
as the use of muscle and power, it
supported opague electoral bonds
(recently struck down by the Su-
preme Court) at the cost of transpar-
ency for which the Constitutional
body was once known.The Election
Commission's primary job to main-
tain the level playing field during
pollsappearsto beinjeopardy, with
itsfairness questioned often.Now, in
another blow, election commis-
sioner Arun Goyal announced his
resignation days before the EC was
supposed to announce the dates for
the Lok Sabha elections. With his
resignation, the EC is left with a
single commissioner, Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar to run
the 2024 genera elections. The other
commissioner, Anoop Chandra
Pandey, retired last month after turn-
ing 65. Goyal was to retire in 2027
after becoming CECin 2025.Thisis
thefirst timesince 1993 that the poll
panel hashad asinglecommissioner.
The EC became a three-member
body on January 1, 1990, to check
the then CEC TN Seshan, and to
present collectiveleadership.Goyal
Isthe second commissioner to resign
inthe past fiveyears. Ashok Lavasa,
aretired |AS officer, who is said to
have opposed the EC giving aclean
chit to prime minister Narendra
Modi and the then BJP national
president Amit Shah, who were ac-
cused of repeated violations of the
model code during 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, put in his papers in August
2020. He was | ater appointed asthe
executive director of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). Before
his resignation, the Income Tax de-

ential nation in the world today-
the United States of America."He
said that there are three prongs
with which the US has gained
global influence, which are -
world-leading military might;
unparalleled soft power and in-
fluence across the world; and a
dominant role in the world
economy which embraces the
power of American
businesses.Mahindrafurther said
that by using the same three-
pronged or "Trishul" approach,
Indiacan too gain Antarrashtriya
Samman. "From his actions, it's
clear that Prime Minister Modi
has understood theimportance of
al three prongs and is working
feverishly onal fronts," he said.
Anand Mahindra'sthree-

pronged model for India

Highlighting theimportance of
each prong inthe"trishul" model
of creating global influence,
Anand Mahindra said how the
Indian military can further
advance.Hesaid, "Today thereis
ahuge opportunity for an Indian
version of a miIitary industrial
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partment issued a notice to hIS
banker wife, Novel Singhal Lavasa,
regarding her personal finances in
September 2019. On the direction of
the IT department, the BJP-ruled
Haryana government sought clari-
fications from Novel regarding the
stamp duty paid for a transfer of
property in Gurugram. Six months
before his resignation, the Haryana
government gave aclean chit to his
wife.As per media reports, Goyal
resigned due to alleged differences
with CEC Kumar over important
electoral issues, even though the
Centre claimed he resigned due to
personal reasons. The Congress
party has demanded that EC should
come clear on why he had resigned.
Neither Goyal, who took voluntary
retirement from the administrative
servicesin November 2022 and was
appointed election commissioner,
nor the Constitutional panel hasis-
sued any statement over his
resignation.The official notification
of Goyal's resignation days before
the announcement of national polls
indicates the tearing hurry of the
government to settle the problems
within the EC. His resignation, not
made public, was apparently ac-
cepted within aday. The government
may appoint two election commis-
sioners soon.In the last Parliament
session, the government got the law
on appoi ntments of election com-

partnershlp to emerge In fact,
companies like Tata Advanced
Systems and Mahindra Defence
are already leveraging these
opportunities."Moving on to the
soft power prong, Mahindrasaid,
"Just look at the K-wave that is
sweeping the world. The small
nation of South Koreahashad an
outsized impact on the world.
Maybe India needs to change
gears to create its own |-wave.
The superheroes of our epicsand
folk tales are more than a match
for the Marvel Universe.""We

i )

missioners amended by replacing
the Chief Justice of India from the
three-member panel headed by the
PM with aminister. The third mem-
ber is the leader of opposition or
leader of the biggest opposition

& party in Lok Sabha. The change
| gives the government the power to

appoint a person of its
choice.Whether the election an-
nouncement will be delayed so that
the government can appoint com-
missioners or Kumar will helm the
polls alone remains to be seen. Ap-
pointing ECs after the elections are
announced would be a violation of
the model code.Another disturbing
trend for democracy isthat political
parties are announcing candidates
much before the announcement of
the elections. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has declared candidates
for 195 Lok Sabha constituencies
and the Congress for 39 Lok Sabha
seats. Several regional parties such
asCPI(M), Trinamool Congressand
Samajwadi Party have also an-
nounced candidates. The trend be-
gan when the BJP announced can-
didates for 37 seats for Madhya
Pradesh assembly elections slated
for November 2023 in August itself.
On October 9, the BJP declared the
first list for the Rajasthan assembly
pollsdaysbeforethe EC could even
announce datesfor pollsinthe state
alongside MP, Chhattisgarh and
Telangana.To be sure, declaring can-
didates before elections are an-
nounced does not violate any elec-
tion conduct rules. However, it cir-
cumvents the Election
Commission's limit on poll expen-
diture. The rule regarding election
expenditure comes into force only
when elections are announced and
for candidates when they file their

have top class technical educa-
tion institutions and under PM
Modi the proliferation of new
11Ts, IIMs and AIMSs has been
mind-boggling; but if innovation
isto flourish, we need the private
sector to chip in and double or
even triple that number," he
added.Speaking about the busi-
ness prong, Mahindra said, "In
order to gain global influence,
dominant Indian corporations
must find a seat at the high table.
In 2023, | was fortunate to be
invited to ameeting at the White
House called the Tech Hand-
shake, presided over by PM
M odi and President
Biden.""Who were the people
that President Biden seated, quite
literally, at the'hightable': It was
Tim Cook, Sunder Pichai, Satya
Nadella, Sam Altman. The pro-
jection of economic power was
unmistakable. And what power
was he projecting? It wasnot just
the power of scale, but also the
power of innovation, and disrup-
tion. Today, both are symbols of
economic might."
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nomination papers. Parties announc-
ing candidates in advance means
that the expenditure on pollsinclud-
ing direct cash transfer to voters be-
fore nomination will not come un-
der EC's scrutiny, allowing money
power to take on the fair electoral
process. The EC will need to find a
way to plug thisloophole. Thenthere
IS the concern over the efficacy of
electronic voting machines that re-
fusesto diedown, as partiesand in-
dependent experts claim that the
EVMs can be hacked to provide ad-
vantageto apolitical party. The Con-
gress hasalleged the EC has not met
Its del egation raising questions over
EVMsand seeking 50% counting of
VVPAT votes for the last seven
months. The demand to count at
least 50% of VVPAT (Voter Verifi-
able Paper Audit Trail) votes, adip
which indicates to which party the
voter has cast his or her vote, was
rejected by the EC. At present,
VVPAT votes of one polling booth
in each assembly is counted and
even if there is a discrepancy be-
tween VVPAT and EVM votes, it
has no implications for overall re-
sult. It can beaground for challeng-
ing theelectionresultinacourt. The
EC should count VVPAT votes for
at least 10 to 20% of the randomly
sel ected polling station and the el ec-
tion results snould not be announced
until counting of VVPAT is com-
pleted and the EVM and VVPAT
votes are matched. This would go
some way in restoring the faith of
voters in the EVM system.Chetan
Chauhan, national affairs editor,
analyses the most important envi-
ronment and political story in the
country this week.




Benqal

West Bengal Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (WBIDC) has
moved Calcutta High Court to set
asidethearbitral award which landed
Tata Motors Ltd close to Rs 1,400
crore in compensation for expendi-
tures made by the automobile major
in the ill-fated Singur small car
factory.The Bengal government en-
tity, which had leased out 997.11 acre
land to Tata M otors and its approved
vendors in 2006, has preferred the
appeals under Section 34 and 36 of
the Arbitration & Conciliation Act
1996 beforethe HC. Section 34 of the
Act gives recourse to the aggrieved
party to file an appeal to set aside an
arbitral award. However, mere appli-
cation to set aside the award under
Section 34, doesnot itself render that
award unenforceable. The aggrieved
party has to file a separate applica-
tion under Section 36 to seek stay on
the enforcement of the award.Both
the matters are expected to come up
before  Justice Moushumi
Bhattacharya on Monday.While
WBIDC's pleas will be heard by the
court for the first time, Tata Motors
has already filed an application to
enforcethearbitral award and it came
up before Justice Bhattacharya on
February 13. The matter has been
listed on Tuesday. Thelegal challenge
to the award, pronounced by athree-
member arbitral panel on October 30,
2023, was all but expected given the
politically sensitive nature of the
case.Legal circles say the Trinamool

Polygamy and

NEW DELHI (ROYAL JOUR-
NALISM): Few sensible people will

contest the idea that the decision of the

Supreme Court to declare triple talag
unconstitutional was an excellent idea
in keeping with the idea of equality en-
shrined in Article 14. The practice
clearly contravened the idea of equal-
ity between the sexes.Besides the Mus-
lim Personal Law Board many liberal
secularists were apologists for this ar-
chaic practice that really ought to have
no place in any modern, forward-think-
ing society.Educated people who de-
fended the practice failed to ask why
any Muslim woman would defend the
right to be potentially humiliated and
abused by her husband? A marital tie
that may have subsisted for decades
could be snapped in amatter of seconds.
The Bhartiya Muslim MahilaAndolan,
(BMMA), who was campaigning for its
abolition had carried out a survey and
discovered that ninety percent of Mus-
lim women were against this
practice.Anyone concerned about the
rights of women must concede that it
was simply barbaric to permit, even
theoretically, a Muslim male with four
wivesto divorce them all in amatter of
minutes by saying talaq talag talag one
after the other to each one. There were
arguments raised that the procedure
could even be accomplished by an SMS.
After divorcing hisfour wivesby means
of an utterance or collective SMS a
Muslim man could then, theoreticaly,
marry four different women.A law ban-
ning polygamy now demands our atten-
tion, whether as part of a uniform civil
code or a standalone legislation. As
compared with tripletalag itislikely to
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Congress government must be seen
as doing al it can to defend its case
against Tata Motors in the Singur
case, especially in the run- up to the
general election as industrialisation
in Bengal, or the alleged lack of it, is
going to beanissuethat political par-
ties are certain to rake up.The arbi-
tral panel, led by retired justice V.S.
Sirpurkar, held that the claimant TML
isentitled to recover from respondent
WBIDC a sum of Rs 765.78 crore
with interest thereon at 11 per cent
per annum from September 1, 2016
till actual recovery thereof, which
works out to be close to Rs 1,400
crore by now.
The case

TataMotors's case before the arbi-
tral panel hinged, among others, ona
proviso of the lease deed signed be-
tween the automaker and WBIDC in
March 2007 that read "ifacourt or any
other authority holds/declaresthat the
land acquisition proceedings or any
part thereof for acquiring the said
land and/or demised land has not been
In accordance with the provisions of
law, then notwithstanding what is
stated el sewherein the ease deed and
without prejudiceto thelessee'srights
inlaw, thelessor shall indemnify and
compensate the lessee for any losses
asmay be suffered". TML argued that
the Supreme Court judgement on
August 31, 2016 had triggered this
clause asthe apex court held that "the
acquisition of land of the landown-
erdcultivators in the instant case is

he dreams and

meet with far greater resistance. Why
Isthe case?On theissue of instantaneous
triple talag as many as 26 Islamic na-
tions had outlawed the practice, includ-
ing neighbouring Pakistan. Reform on
the issue of polygamy has been far
slower, but is not without precedent.
Turkey and Tunisiahave both abolished
polygamy on theological (and logical)
grounds. It has been argued that the
Quran explicitly requiresthat aMuslim
man must treat all his wives equally if
he takes more than one. It is then ar-
gued that thisissimply not possible, and
thereforeipso facto aMuslim male must
have only onewife.Inaninterview with
Karan Thapar, the lyricist Javed Akhtar
expressed the view that introducing a
uniform civil code for the entire nation
required extensive consultations and
could be a long drawn out affair. Mr
Akhtar is however in favour of intro-
ducing a law that eliminates discrimi-
nation against women. There are other
such progressive male voices from the
Muslim community. Insofar asMuslim
women are concerned there is no need
to even pose such a question to the vast
majority of thinking Muslim women.
Why should any woman grant her hus-
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declared asillegal and void". Conse-
quently, WBIDC became liable to
indemnify and compensate TataMo-
tors for any loss they may have suf-
fered in Singur, the company
pleaded. The panel also held that Tata
Motors moving out of Singur to
Sanand in Gujarat did not affect the
lease itself. The company had pulled
out of Bengal in October 2008 citing
breakdown of law and order in and
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around the Singur factory whichwas &<

nearing completion then.The arbitral
pandl in its award had also observed
that the alleged claim that Tata Mo-
tors abandoned the project did not
hold ground.Observing that abandon-
ment was not a case before SC by ei-
ther parties, the panel observed that
facts of the case show clearly that due
to political protests in the form of
continuous blockade and criminal ac-
tivities, TML was compelled to relo-
cate the project at a stage the project
was almost complete in Singur and
commercial production was about to
commence.
New chapter

WBIDC'smoveto set asidethe ar-
bitral award and astay onthe enforce-
ment and TML's move to seek en-
forcement isgoing to add anew chap-
ter in the long-drawn legal battle in
the Singur case.A raft of petitions
were filed before the HC in 2007
challenging the legality of the land
acquisition. A division benchin Janu-
ary 2008 upheld the validity of the
land acquisition by the then Left

Front government Several speC|aJ
leave petitions were filed before the
Supreme Court challenging the judg-
ment of the SC in 2008.In 2016, the
apex court declared the land acquisi-
tion illegal and void and ordered to

return the land to original
landowners.In  between, the
Trinamool Congress which led the
agitation at Singur in 2008, ended the
34-year Leftrulein 2011, riding high
on the anti-land acquisition move-
ment in Singur and Nandigram.The
new government issued an ordinance
to take over the land from TML. It
was soon followed by the Singur Act,
2011 which was aimed at returning
the land to the land losers.The said
Act was challenged in the single
bench of Calcutta High Court which
upheld it.However, the same was
struck down by a division bench of
the HC soon thereafter.

opes ofabillion Nustim women

band the right to marry another woman
whenever he wishes to, when she her-
self does not have acorresponding right
to take on a second husband?Many in
today's generation may not realise that
before 1955 when the Hindu Marriage
Act was introduced Hindus too could
have as many wives as they chose to.
Unlike the case of a Muslim man there
was no stipulated limit on the number
of wivesaHindu man could keep.Those
who oppose a ban on polygamy cite a
recent report by the International Insti-
tute for Population Scienceswhich con-
cludes that polygamy is uncommon in
India, including in the Muslim commu-
nity, so why ruffle feathers unnecessar-
ily? Aren't the Muslims feeling under
siege already?L et us be clear. It isfool-
ish to argue that a law banning po-
lygamy will victimise the Muslim com-
munity. It isthewomen within the Mus-
lim community inIndiawho aretherea
victims hereand they will breatheasigh
of relief if the new law is introduced.
Even if a Muslim man does not take
another wife, the mere possibility that
he may do so can create great insecu-
rity for hiswife.Will the wider Muslim
world see the proposed law as an as-
sault on their religion? These may be
exaggerated fears. For one thing Tur-
key and Tunisia already have a law
against polygamy. Despite the animus
that Turkey holds towards Indiaand its
attempt to project itself asthe leader of
the Islamic world it will be aclear con-
tradiction in termsfor it to oppose such
a law. The leadership in the UAE and
Saudi Arabia are already making at-
tempts to deradicalize their societies,
and they may actually welcome such a
- H BN

move.The Saudi government has al-
ready issued instructions that
Mahabharata and Ramayana be taught
in schools. The monarchies in the
Middle-East may wish to ensure that
thereisno danger of their being replaced
by aradical theocracy or they may have
other reasons for becoming more
liberal. There will be silent support for
the abolition of polygamy in Indiafrom
tens of millions of Muslim women in
India, but the consequences will be glo-
bal. According to some estimates the
Muslim population across the world is
said to bein excessof two billion which
means that there are close to a hillion
Muslim women who live under a medi-
eval, archaic law which permits their
husbands to bring in not one or two but
as many asthree extrawives.Reform of
Muslim personal law in India will
embolden hundreds of millions of lib-
eral Muslim women seeking reform in
other nations to urge their governments
to undertake similar measures. Muslim
women across the globe will silently
clap that areform overdue for centuries
has finally been introduced in India, a
nation that has the distinction of host-
ing the second largest Muslim popula-
tion in the world. The abolition of po-
lygamy is the dream and hope of a bil-
lion Muslim women across the
planet.Insofar as women's rights are
concerned the abolition of polygamy in
India will be a historic development
paving the way for other nations to fol-
low suit. Surely thisissueisfar beyond
and above partisan politics and one's
preference or dislike for a particular
political party.
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