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Vehicle Pollution: Only zero emission
cars can curb air pollution, cut rising fuel
imports and attain net zero targets, said
Managing Director of Tata M otors Passen-
ger Vehicles, Shailesh Chandra.Inthe back-
drop of rising demands for tax cuts on hy- |
brid cars, the senior Tata Motors official |
said that such vehicles do not align with |
the key national objectivesof achieving net |
carbon-zero target, improving air quality |
levels, and reducing fossil fuel
imports.Hybrid and CNG technologies in |
cars aid in improving fuel efficiency and |
complying with emission-rel ated regul atory I
compliances, however it cannot be com-
pared with fully battery powered electric |
vehicles (EVs).Chandra said that the gov- |
ernment already supports hybrid vehicles |

NEW DELHI (ROYAL JOUR-
in terms of lower taxation and thereisno | NALISM): |sragli PrimeMinister Ben-
need to bring those at par with electric ve- | jamin Netanyahu on Sunday rejected

et there o puah o giva bybridenury. | conditions presented by Harmas o end
o . - _ I thewar and rel ease hostages that would
?%Ce go\,)érﬁtr?]tgri ﬁgﬁg&“ﬂgﬂ \é,vé(t; I\E,\éri, : include Israel's complete withdrawal
supportive and firm regarding the support | andleaving Hamasin power in GazaAs
to the EVs, he said.Thetotal tax incidenceI Israeli planes resumed bombing Khan
on hybrid vehiclesin the country is43 per | Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, se-
cent,e\l/vhich iséﬂ.d Iusive of GST, wh]iclgt?at- nior Hamas official Sami Abu Zuhri told
tery electric vehicles attract atax of about : .
5 per cent.Domestic automakers like Tata | E)eueaeéstagatnmﬁérsraglf;éﬁ?\i smrecfauasza‘la
Motors and Mahindra & Mahindraarefo- | lnary
cussing on battery electric vehicles while | "means there is no chance for the re-
Japanese automakers like Toyota, Suzuki | turn of the (Israeli) captives.""In ex-
and Honda are betting on hybrid technol- | change for the release of our hostages,
ogy in their carsin the domestic market.A | Hamas demands the end of the war, the

hybrid car has more than one source of | ,,;:
power. Usually, it combinesaconventional | withdrawal of our forcesfrom Gaza, the

combustion engine with an electric motor |
to run the vehicle."The hybridisactually a I

e T

as an EV because it uses a motor and a |
miniscule battery pack. Essentially it uses |
fossi| fuel as the energy source,” Chandra
said, citing a PTI report.He further said, |

Why should there be adifferentiated treat- : NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM)

ment for afossil fuel-based technology.” X P
W | Researchers have identified the emu
| astheworld'ssecond-largest bird, just

Missing USNayy SEALS Declare ! astheyiordsscoond frgest o jus

| | | thological discoveries.The bird re-
Dead A“er ]_ODay &arCh : sembles its flying cousin and has
IR Sl _, wings but is confined to the ground.
== = | Despite its inability to fly, the emu
= - 4 =~ = | makes up for it with impressive
% | ground speed. These birds can reach
| | notable vel ocitieswhile running, cov-
| : ering animpressive 9 feet inasingle
|| Stride.According to Az-animals.com,
| | theemu bird, scientifically identified
. | as Dromaius novaehollandiag, exhib-
Washington DC: After a 10-day ex- | jts a blend of brown, grey, and black

who went missing have been declared | |itegnan ranging between 12 to 20
dead. The SEALS went missing during | yeqrs ajthough its existence is nota-

an operation to seize Iranian weapons | :
bound to the Yemeni rebel group | bly shorter, averaging between S to

Houthis.As per an official statement | 10 YEars. As an omnivore, the emu
from the US Military, the two Navy | mantans its dietary needs via a di-

January 11, 2024. However, after a10- | fruits, and small animals. These in-
day search, thetwo navy men havebeen | sights about emu's lifespan, colour
declared "deceased"”."We regret to an- |
nounce that after a 10-day exhaustive |
search, our two missing US Navy |
SEAL s have not been located and their |
status has been changed to deceased,” |
reads the official statement issued by |
CENTCOM."The search and rescue! NEw DELHI ROYAL JOUR-

operation for the two Navy SEALsre- | NALTSM): Veteran Bharatiya Janata
ported missing during the boarding of | party (BJF) leader LK Advani will not
an illicit dhow carrying lranian ad- | attend the Ayodhya Ram Mandir inau-
VI""ndC;fl cc()jnventlonal Weapgns.:. Con- | guration ceremony due to extreme cold
cluded and we are now conaucting re- | weather. There has been skepticism
?SXﬁg g\psez)aet; O(?ENEPS gﬁerph}ers‘t (?ggr%d | around whether or not hewill attend the
: ’ " | Ram Mandir pran pratishtha event on
}ir%rr]lilg.r? ;ﬂggﬁegrgd\%ggz %colne\tlgﬁ’ i January 22.Lapst mcF))nth, the Shri Ram
\ - S ~ | Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra trust said
tional weaponsto theHouthis' sincethe | that Advani and Murli Manohar Joshi
%Zg é’f l.thethf"‘ttathSh n 'E'J%Veré‘gir : arenot likely to attend the ceremony due
condijc?reélerstrillfésm;gai’nsteHOl?tr;ﬂs inl Sgntht?r'f he-a-lgh ahnsz?]ge.Shrl Ram
outhi mbhoomi Teert etra trust gen-

parts of Yemen. The Yemeni militant | eral secretary Champat Rai told report-
gy Hoahs e S ey | 231y ol e o
. _ " | family and considering their age, they
e el Rl ke waelesalno o one Wik
senior Houthi leader stated in an inter- : gcceﬁ]tﬁ (E)/yH%())tPéadA VAShwa qug

; . ™| Pari er, however, sai

view last week that any ships associ- | egrlier in January that Advani would
ated with a country which has shown | gttend the Ram Mandir consecration
support | ceremony.VHP International Working

1 WEDNESDAY MAY 2024
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release of all themurderersand rapists,”
Netanyahu said in a statement. "And
leaving Hamas intact.""| reject outright
the terms of surrender of the monsters
of Hamas," Netanyahu said.Under a
deal brokered in late November by the
United States, Qatar and Egypt, more
than 100 of the estimated 240 hostages
taken captive to Gaza during an attack
by Hamas militants on October 7 were
freed in exchange for the release of 240
Palestiniansheld in I sragli prisons.Since
then, Netanyahu has faced mounting
pressure to secure therelease of the 136
hostages who remain in captivity. The
Hostages and Missing Persons Families
Forum demanded in a statement that
Netanyahu "clearly statethat wewill not
abandon civilians, soldiers, and others
kidnapped in the October debacle.""We
must advance the deal now," it said. "If
the prime minister decides to sacrifice
the hostages, he should show leadership
and honestly share his position with the
Isragli public.”Relatives of the hostages
at a protest outside Netanyahu's resi-
dence demanded action."We need the
government to now fix the problem that

they have created and get these hostages
home immediately, said Jon Polin, fa-

90

g

ther of Hersh Goldberg-Polin.
Netanyahu also took a stronger line on
the issue of Palestinian statehood than
before."l will not compromise on full
Israeli security control of all territory
west of the Jordan River," he said.U.S.
President Joe Biden said on Friday he
spoke with Netanyahu about possible
solutionsfor creation of an independent
Palestinian state, suggesting one path
could involve a non-militarized
government.Netanyahu appeared on
Saturday to push back against Biden's
remarks about Palestinian statehood
after the war against Hamas in Gaza
ends, as the two men do not see eye-to-
eye on Palestinians having a state, a
solution Biden has advocated to achieve
long-term peace.In the statement on
Sunday, Netanyahu repeated that he
would insist upon "full Israeli security
control over al the territory west of
Jordan."Netanyahu said he had firmly
stood up to "international and internal
pressures’ to change this position and
would continueto do so."My insistence
Is what prevented for years the estab-
lishment of a Palestinian state that
would have posed an existential dan-
ger to Isradl,” he said.

0o To o Aot A Bt B
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and dietary preferences give one a
comprehensive understanding of this
avian species. Australia'sbiggest bird,
emus, can reach impressive lengths
of up to 6.2 feet. Sporting long legs,
a towering neck, and three toes on
each foot, these birds weigh between
30 kg to 55 kg. Found acrossAustra-
lia, emus contend with natural adver-
saries such as dingoes, eagles, and
hawks, serving as their primary

President Alok Kumar told news agency
ANI that required arrangements and
medical facilities will be provided to
Advani. The VHP invited Advani and
Joshi in December to attend the cer-
emony in Ayodhya. Advani, along with
his colleague Murli Manohar Joshi and
former VHP chief late Ashok Singhal,
was at the forefront of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi movement for the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya. Ayodhya is be-
lieved to be the birthplace of Lord
Rama.On Monday, Ram Lalla will fi-
nally enter the newly built Ram Mandir
inAyodhyaafter staying in amake-shift
arrangement. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will open the blindfold on Ram
Lallasidol at around 12:30 today after
the pran prati shtha ceremony.Film stars
including Amitabh Bachchan, Anupam
Kher, Randeep Hooda, Vicky Kaushal,
Katrina Kaif, Rajinikanth, Dhanush,
Ram Charan and Chiranjeevi will aso

predators. These features provide a
concise overview of the noteworthy
characteristics and challenges faced
by emusinther native habitat. Amaz-
ing Features of Emu Bird Fast Run-
ner Emus are fast runners, reaching
speeds of 25 miles per hour (40 km/
h). Their running steps are notably
long, covering adistance of 9 feet in
asinglestride.Uniquefeathers. Emus
stand apart from conventional birds
with their distinctive double-shafted
feathers, offering flexibility to their
bodies. Despitethese uniquefeatures,
emus are unable to attain flight with
their wings.

Powerful Voice: Theemu bird pos-
sesses a distinctive and loud
vocalisation that carries over consid-
erable distances, audible up to one
mile (1.6 kilometres).

Unique eyelashes. The emu's eyes
have a unique setup with two eyelids
on each eye. One protects against
dust, and the other is for blinking.

o o sty sl e

likely to attend the event. Ranbir
Kapoor, Alia Bhatt, Jackie Shroff, Ti-
ger Shroff, Ajay Devgn, Prabhas,

Kangana Ranaut and Madhur
Bhandarkhar are also among the film
starsinvited for the event.Actors of the
iconic 1987 TV seria Ramayan-- Arun
Govil, Dipika Chikhalia Topiwala and
Sunil Lahiri-- have also beeninvited for
the Ram Mandir event.
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The Koh-i-noor, adazzling 105.6-carat dia- | Do Sai has announced the complimentar
mond, is a famed member of the Crown Jew- | distribution of 'Exam Warriors," a boo
ﬁllsmérg UK, currentl;c/:hel_(iilby King Charles | autf&ored bydPrlme Ml;dlster rIl\larendrha

and Queen consort Camilla. Modi, to students in grades 9th to 12th,

The cursed legacy of Koh-i-noor | starting from the upcoming academic

_Despite its name meaning "Mountain of | session.On Tuesday, the corridors of the
LI%h_t" in Persian, the Koh-i-noor is believed | chnattisgarh Leqislative Assembly reso-
to bring misfortuneto itsmale owners. Recent | 4 \with vouthful vidor as studenits from
discussions arise as King Charles I11 faces | the rib-ciominated Jashpur district, fresh

Origin and%résti e of Koh-i-noor | from their educational voyage to eminent
~ DiscoveredinKollur Mines, Golconda, dur- | institutionslike ISRO and |I'T Madras, ex-
ingthe K akatiyaDynasty'srule, theKoh-i-noor | perienced the legislative proceedings for
became a coveted jewel, leading to conflicts | the first time.Guided by the vision to ig-
between rulers eager to claim it asatrophy. | nite a passion for science and technology

Peacock throne: A diamond's central stage | among students,Chief Minister Sai faciﬂ-

Shah Jahan, in 1628, commissioned amag- ' ing i
nificent Peacock Throne adorned with rubiae%, | teted the enlightening journey of students

emeralds, and the Koh-i-noor. The throne | (]
ained fame, but the diamond faced turmoil as |

0

the Mughal Empire expanded.

The diamond's travels and wars

From Nader Shah's armband to the Sikh
ruler Ranjit Singh's possession, the Koh-i-noor
journeyed through wars, chana?i ng hands be-
tween Hindu, Persian, Mughal, Afghan, and
Sikh rulers.

The British connection _

‘In 1849, the British East India Company
seized the Koh-i-noor after imprisoning Ranjit
Singh's family. Throughout history, any ruler
possessing the diamond faced a downfall.

The East India Company's fate

The Revolt of 1857 nearly destroyed the
East India Company, raising questions about
whether they were aware of the Koh-i-noor
curse. The British Royals, cautious of this be-
lief, avoided male heirs wearing the diamond.

Royal heirs and Koh-i-noor

To avert the curse, only female members of
the British Royal family have worn the Koh-i-
noor. Queen Victoria, Queen Alexandra, Queen
Mother, and Queen Elizabeth 11 al adorned the
diamond during special occasions.

Controversies and demands

~ Callsto return the Koh-i-noor to India per-

s<t, with demandsand protests against the UK.
Despite the controversies, the diamond remains
an integral part of the British Crown
jewels.Centuries after its discovery, the Koh-
I-noor continuesto captivate, with legendsand
folktalessurrounding itscursestill believed by
many.

Nawaz Shanfor

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOUR-
NALISM): Pakistan is holding its
12th national general elections on
Thursday, February 8, to elect anew

| NEWDELHI (ROYAL JOURNALISM):
| Republican presidential aspirant
| Nikki Haley on Wednesday said that
| India wants to be a partner with the
lUS, but as of now they don't trust
: Americansto lead. The Indian-Ameri-
can presidential aspirant also said that
| India has played smart in the current
| global situation and stayed closewith
| Russia.Nikki Haley, in an interview
lwith Fox Business News, said that,
asof now, Indiaseesthe United States
asweak, reported news agency PTI."|
have got to say, | have dealt with In-
diatoo. | have talked with Modi. In-
diawantsto beapartner with us. They
don't want to be a partner with Rus-
sa Theproblemis, Indiadoesn't trust
usto win. They don't trust usto lead.
They see right now that we're weak.

s el

government, with multiple crises § :

plaguing the nuclear-armed country
of 241 million.Nawaz Sharif's Paki-
stan Muslim League Nawaz will
likely emerge as the single-largest
party and Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's
Pakistan Peoples Party as a distant
second followed by the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf of Imran Khan and
other parties, The News
reported.While former prime minis-
ter Imran Khanremainsinjail, Nawaz
Sharif isti ﬁped toemergeasthemain
face for the prime minister's post.
Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf or PTI candidates are contest-
ing the polls independently after the
Supreme Court upheld the decision
of the election commission to deprive
the PTI of itsiconic election symbol
cricket 'bat'.Nawaz Sharif, 74, will be
eyeing the ﬁrime ministership for a
record fourthtimein Thursday's el ec-
tion. The contest also involves the
PPP of Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, who
has been declared asthe party'sprime
minister face.But whoever wins the
February 8 dectionswill find adaunt-
ing task ahead due to the dwindling
economy and deteriorating security
situation. Last year, Pakistan nar-
rowly averted a default when the In-
ternational Monetary Fund or IMF
provided a$3 billion short-term loan.
Economic experts believe that the
new government would need an ur-
gent new IMF program on more strin-
gent conditions.Pakistan's over two
decades-old fight against terrorismis
also unravelling as the rebels have
resurged since 2021 after the Afghan

Taliban cameto power. The new gov-
ernment will find it tougher to deal
with the militancy of the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan and
Baloch nationalists.On its eastern
border, fresh tensions have risen af-
ter Islamabad accused India of run-
ning an assassination campaign in-
side Pakistan that New India has re-
jected completely. India on January
25 strongly rejected Pakistan's asser-
tion of evidence implicating Indian
agentsin the targeted killings of two
Pakistani citizensonitssoil, dismiss-
ing it as"false and malicious anti-I1n-
dia propaganda’.How India sees Pa-
kistan election 2024?India is also
going to the Lok Sabha elections by
May, and a return to power for the
NarendraModi-led government with
a heavy mandate could further com-
plicate matters for Pakistan's new
government.The extent of the Paki-
stan Army'sinfluence on the country's
politics has become widely
recognised, with allegations of elec-
tion manipulation to favour its pre-
ferred candidates. In the 2018 elec-
tions, the Pakistan Army effectively
"selected" Imran Khan, acricket icon-
turned-politician, to replace Nawaz
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from Jashpur to ISRO and | T Madras.Rep-
resenting various schoolsincluding Swami
Atmanand English Medium School,
Pathalgaon, Bagicha, and Jashpur, Sankalp
Shikshan Sansthan Kunkuri, and Higher
Secondary Girls School Bagicha, these stu-
dents embarked on a captivating explora-
tion of space research and technical
innovation.During their interaction with
Chief Minister Sai, students conveyed their
delight at the enriching experiences gar-
nered during their visits to ISRO and I1T-
Madras.They recounted their awe-inspiring
encounters with space technology at the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) in
Sriharikota and the insightful immersion
into the heritage and achievements of [T
Madras.Theinitiative received commenda-

India has always played it smart.
They have played it smart, and they
have stayed close with Russia, be-
cause that's where they get a lot of
their military equipment,"” she
said."When we start to lead again,
when we start to get the weakness out
and stop putting our head inthe sand,
that's when our friends, India, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, all of them will
-- and lsrael, Japan, South Korea --
al of them want to do that...," Haley
said."Indiagavethemselvesahillion-
dollar stimulusto become |ess depen-
dent on China," she told Fox Busi-
ness News, adding that the US needs
to start building up its alliances.
Meanwhile,Nikki Haley recently
faced a setbackas Grand Old Party
(GOP) voters collectively chose the

Sharif as the leader of the PML(N).
Imran Khan assumed the role of
prime minister after Nawaz Sharif's
conviction, although Nawaz Sharif
was subsequently permitted to leave
the country, and only returned in Oc-
tober 2023, when suddenly all the
cases against him vanished into thin
air.Experts have indicated that this
time, Nawaz Sharif has the blessings
of the army."What is scheduled to
happen on February 8 seemslesslike
an election and more like a selection
because Pakistan's Army has shown
us in the past few days what result
they are desiring in the upcoming
elections. They want Nawaz Sharif to
be selected,” news agency ANI
guoted former high commissioner of
India to Islamabad Ajay Bisaria as
saying.ln the Pakistan election 2024,
Pakistan Army chief general Asim
Munir will consolidate his authority
over the political leadership of the
country. The elections are significant
as for the first time in the history of
Pakistan, the popularity of acivilian
leader (Imran Khan) challenged the
dominance of the army.New Delhi
would be closely monitoring all ac-
tivities in its neighbouring country
ahead of the elections, particularly
focusing on the Pakistan Army's in-
volvement in selecting the next prime
minister. Indiahas persistently raised
concerns about Pakistan's ongoing
support for terrorism, prompting the
Narendra Modi-led government to
adopt astricter stance on national se-
curity matters."India has dealt with
Pakistan's generals who took charge
of the country before. But General
Munir'squest for greater control may
not be the movie we have seen be-
fore. To be sure, the dominant as-
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tion from School Education Minister
Brijmohan Agrawal, who emphasized the
transformative potential of such educa-
tional escapades.He underscored the sig-
nificance of broadening students' horizons
be?/_or]d conventional academics, nurturing
holistic development, and fostering aspirit
of inquiry among them.Capturing memo-
rable momentswith Chief Minister Sai, the
students expressed gratitude for the oppor-
tunity to witness democracy in action and
engage with visionary leaders. Asthey de-
parted from the hallowed halls of the L eg-
Islative Assembly, they carried them not
only cherished memories but also a re-
newed zeal to pursue knowledge and con-
tribute to the progress of their communi-
ties and the nation at large.
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"none of these candidates" option on
the ballot in the Nevada primary.
Haley had hoped to position herself
as a genuine competitor against Tru
mp but ended up losing to the 'none
of these candidates option, becom-
ing the first presidential candidate to
face such a defeat since the option
was introduced in Nevada in 1975.

davt? What does1t mean for India?

sumptionin Delhi isthat nothing ever
changes in Pakistan. And that
Pakistan'sgeneralswill muddle along
as they retain hold over Pakistan.
Munir, however, is taking control
amid the growing prospect that the
old order in Pakistan isbecoming un-
sustainable,” The Indian Express
gquoted geopolitical expert C Raa
Mohan as saying.In recent state-
ments, Nawaz Sharif has shown a
willingnessto engage with Indiaand
has recognised the neighbouring
country's global progress. However,
his party's manifesto statesacommit-
ment to pursue peace with Indiaonly
if New Delhi reversesits decision to
revoke Article 370, which granted
specia status to Jammu and Kashm
ir.Moneycontrol reported that a sig-
nificant achievement of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's foreign policy
has been the marginalisation of Pa-
kistan in Indias diplomatic agenda,
a strategy that has proven effective
thus far. This aﬁproach alows India
to remain nonchalant about shiftsin
power in Islamabad while still adher-
Ing to the principle articulated by
former Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee: "We can changeour friends
but not our neighbours.”
Pakistan suspends mobile
phone services

On Thursday, Pakistan temporarily
suspended mobile phone services to
strengthen security as voting began
in the country's national election, the
interior  ministry  said.The
government's decision comesamid a
rise in militant attacks in the run-up
to the election and a day after Imran
Khan urged his supporters to wait
outside polling booths after voting
until results are announced.
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