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Thimphu [Bhutan] : Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra said that Prime Minister
NarendraModi's announcement to provide Rs
10,000 croreto Bhutan for supporting its 13th
five-year plan includes India's support for its
economic stimulus package.While addressing
aspecial briefing on PM Modi's State Visit to
Bhutan, Kwatra noted that India has been the
largest development partner of Bhutan since
the inception of Bhutan's next five year plan
process. He recalled that India had given sup-
port of Rs 5000 crore for Bhutan's 12th five
year plan.Kwatra said, "Another very signifi-
cant outcome for India-Bhutan relationship
from thisongoing statevisit of Prime Minister
was the announcement by Prime Minister that
the government of Indiawill be supporting the

R NLAS

Shimla,: Three Independent MLAS
in Himachal Pradesh, who had voted
in favour of the BJP candidate in the
recent Rajya Sabha el ections, submit-
ted their resignation to the Assembly
secretary on Friday, and trained their
guns on Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu.One of them told report-
ers that they would join the BJP and
contest elections on its ticket.The
three MLAs -- Ashish Sharma
(Hamirpur constituency), Hoshiyar
Singh (Dehra) and K L Thakur
(Naagarh) -- reached Shimla Friday,
and accompanied by |eader of the op-
position Jai Ram Thakur and other
BJP MLAS, submitted their resigna-
tion to Assembly secretary Yash Paul
Sharma."We have submitted our res-
ignation. We will join the BJP and
contest elections on its ticket,"
Hoshiyar Singh told reporters.
Speaker Kuldegp Singh Pathaniasaid
the Independent MLASs have submit-
ted their resignation and have not
cited thereason. Necessary procedure
would be followed in the matter, he
added.All thethree Independentshad

2 FactoriesManutacturin

Indore (Madhya Pradesh): Con-
ducting amajor action under the anti-
adulteration campaign two food fac-
toriesin the city were sealed for pre-
paring food items in a non-standard
manner.More than 3 tonnes of food
itemsworth morethan Rs 1 lakh was
seized. Under the direction of collec-
tor Asheesh Singh, the teams were
formed under the guidance of addi-
tional collector Gaurav Bainal.The
teams carried out sampling and in-
spection at various placesin the city.
Mahive Beverages located in the
Penjan Colony was inspected. It was
found that artificial sweetener was

finGa

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
Union Minister of Road Transport
and Highwaysof India, Nitin Gadkari
recently shared his thoughts on the
electoral bonds scheme, which was
recently struck down by the Supreme
Court terming it unconstitutional and
a breach of the Right to Information
(RTI).Addressing the mediaat GIFT
City near Gandhinagar, Nitin Gadkari
said the Government had a good in-
tention behind the electoral bonds
schemeintroducedin 2017. He added
that all partiesneed to sit together and

13thfiveyear plan of Bhutan to the tune of Rs
10,000 crore. This assistance for the 13th five
year plan of 10,000 croresasoincludesindia’s
support for Bhutan's economic stimulus pack-
age. Asyou areaware, Indiahasbeenthelarg-
est development partner of Bhutan since the
inception of Bhutan's next five year plan
process."" Just to give a comparative frame of
reference for the 12th five year plan, the total
support provided was 5000 crores. So, the
guantum announced by the honourable Prime
Minister today in the public event as also in
the private conversation isdoubl e of what was
announced for the previousfiveyear plan. And
this is again a manifestation of one clear
strength of our partnership and also manifes-
tation of our commitment to step up our sup-

oV o

sought BJP ti ckets during the 2022
Assembly pollsbut they were denied
tickets and contested as Indepen-
dents. However, later when the Con-
gressformed the government with 40
legislators, the three Independents
had supported the government.The
Independent MLAS said Chief Min-
ister Sukhu has stooped to such a
level that he is targeting them and
their families and registering false
cases against them.The three Inde-
pendent MLAS, along with six Con-
gress rebels, voted in favour of the
BJP candidate in the Rajya Sabha
elections last month.The rebel Con-

being used in the said fruit drink but
no mention of the same was there on
the label of the food item. A total of
two samples of the fruit drink were
taken from Sandeep Agarwal, thein-
charge present on the spot, and the
remaining food items, which isabout
460 litres, worth about Rs 35,000,
were confiscated.Comedian Kapil
Sharma Gets MP High Court Relief;
Bench Cautions Lawyer Against
'Publicity Stunt'Due to errors in the
documentsrelated to thefirm and due
to irregularities found, the firm was
shut down with immediate effect.
Similarly, in another action, theteam

Sraresoct o nments nton’

find a midway."hen Arun Jaitley
was (Union finance) minister, | was

NQHU

port for the 13th five year plan which essen-
tially is avery important segment of bilateral
cooperation between the two systems between
the two peoples. Also, our assistanceisavery
crucial part of our partnership. And what it does
most importantly is allow both the countries
to push forward our bilateral engagement in
the areas of common priorities,” he
added.Earlier in the day, Prime Minister
NarendraModi has announced that Indiawill
provide support of Rs 10,000 croresto Bhutan
over the next five years.In his address at
Tendrelthang Festival Ground in Thimphu, PM
Modi said, "Wewill work on new possibilities
in connectivity, infrastructure, trade and energy
sector between Indiaand Bhutan. There should
beanew airport for better air connectivity, new

| R | S |

gress MLAs were disqualified for
defyi ng a whip to be present in the
House and vote in favour of the rul-
ing Congress during cut motions and
budget.The Election Commission of
India had announced by-electionsin
the six assembly seats falling vacant
after thedisqualification of Congress
legidatorsaong with four Lok Sabha
seatsinthelast phase on June 1. Talk-
ing to reporters, Hoshiyar Singh said
they had gone to submit their resig-
nation to the speaker but he was not
available. They then handed over their
resignation letters to the Assembly
secretary and later met Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla to apprise him of the
development.” Our conscience did not
allow voting for an outsider --? Con-
gress candidate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi -- in the Rajya Sabha elec-
tion and it was our right to vote per
our wish,"” Singh said, adding that
"ever sincetheresult of Rajya Sabha
elections, the state government has
started politics of vendetta.""Under
these circumstances, we have decided
to resign. We wiII join BJP and con-

Uit Dr

reached Riya Sweets located in
Laxmanpura, where fruit drinks of
different flavours were being manu-
factured using boring water.As per

rail links between Gelephu to Kokrajhar,
Samtse to Banarhat, operation of waterways
through Brahmaputra, we will soon see these
completed rapidly. Integrated Check Postswill
also be built to further strengthen the trade
infrastructure.""As always, there will be our
full cooperation and support for the Thirteenth
Five Year Plan of the Government of Bhutan.
| would also like to announce to my brothers
and sisters of Bhutan that the Government of
Indiawill provide asupport of Rs 10 thousand
crore in this direction in the next five years,"
he added.PM Modi, whoison atwo State visit
to Bhutan on Friday, said that the aspirations
and goals of the youth of Indiaand Bhutan are
similar and assured the Himalayan country of
support at Believe successful."

It 1 lI
test elections on BJP ticket under the
leadership of Prime Minister
NarendraModi, Home Minister Amit
Shah and BJP national president J P
Nadda and strengthen the nation as
well as the state," he added.K L
Thakur claimed that devel opment had
come to a standstill in the past 14
months under the Congress rule and
"we were unable to work for the
people and there was no point in re-
maining an MLA."Meanwhile, Chief
Minister Sukhu said the Independent
MLASs should not have resigned and
should have respected the people's
mandate.It is a matter of probe
whether money was involved in the
whole episode or the MLAS were
pressured, he said."Kuch galat kiya
hoga, tabhi istifadiyahai (they must
have done something wrong that is
why they have resigned)," he
added.With thedisgualification of six
Congress MLAS, the strength of the
ruling Congress came down from 40
to 34, including the speaker, in the

68-member Assembly. The BJP has
25 members,

nksShu Dovvn

standards, the use of RO water is | & ;

mandatory. Water testing report was

not found. Medical records of the =

employee were not found. Dirt was
found in the premises and artificial
sweetener was being used without
label declaration.A total of five
samples of fruit drinks of different
flavours were taken from the spot by
the Food Safety Officer and the re-
maining stock, which is 2,984 litres
with an estimated value of Rs 75,000

part of that discussion (regarding
electoral bonds). No party can survive
without resources. In some countries,
governments fund political parties.
There is no such system in India.
Thus, we chosethis system of financ-
ing political parties," Nitin Gadkari
said.Gadkari emphasised that the
government only wanted white
money to be donated to political par-
ties and they should get funds di-
rectly, adding that electoral bonds
kept the doner'sidentity secret so that
if a state or central government

ol

was seized. All the samplestaken are
being sent to the State Food Testing
Laboratory, Bhopal for testing. After
getting thereport, legal actionwill be

taken.

SIEITE

changes, they should not face any
problem.With a pinch of humor, se-
nior BJP leader said funds are re-
quired to run political
parties.Provided All Details Of Elec-
toral BondsTo Election Commission:
SBI To SC"You need to see the
ground reality. How are parties sup-
posed to fight elections? We brought
thissystem of electoral bondsto bring
transparency. So, our intention was
good when we brought electoral
bonds. If the Supreme Court findsany
shortcomings




NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNAL-
ISM): Twelve nations led by the United
States on Wednesday jointly warned
Yemen's Houthi rebels of unspecified con-
sequencesunlessthey immediately halt sea
attacksthat areincreasingly disrupting glo-
bal commerce.President Joe Biden'sadmin-
istration described the statement - joined
notably by Britain, Germany and Japan -
as a final warning as he weighs possible
military strikes against the Houthis if at-
tacks persist.The Iranian-backed rebels,
who control much of Yemen including the
capital Sanaa and most of the Red Sea
coast, have been firing on ships allegedly
linked to Israel in avowed solidarity with
Palestinians in the battered, Hamas-run
Gaza Strip."Let our message now beclear:
we call for theimmediate end of theseille-
gal attacks and release of unlawfully de-
tained vessels and crews,” said the joint
statement released by the White
House." The Houthis will bear the respon-
sibility of the consequences should they
continue to threaten lives, the global
economy and freeflow of commerceinthe
region'scritical waterways."A senior Biden
administration official, while not specify-
ing the consequences, called the message
"very clear.""| would not anticipate another
warning. | think this statement speaks for
itself," the official told reporters.Biden con-
sulted with his national security team on
the morning of New Year's Day while on
holiday in the US Virgin Islands to "dis-
cuss options' over the Huthi attacks, the
official said.Britain - a close US dly on
security issues - has issued its own warn-
ing of "direct action,” with Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak saying that the Houthis " must
end their deadly and destabilizing attacks
on vessels.""The UK will always take ac-
tion to defend freedom of navigation,"
Sunak wrote on X, formerly known as
Twitter.The United States earlier sent an
aircraft carrier to the areaand announced a
naval coalition to protect movement in the
Red Sea, through which 15 percent of glo-
bal trade passes, according to UN
figures.The UK has contributed a Royal
Navy destroyer, HM'S Diamond, to bol ster
the longstanding British presence in the
Gulf area.On Sunday, the US military said
it had sunk three Huthi boats following at-
tacks on a container ship of Danish ship-
ping giant Maersk. The rebels said 10 of
their fighterswerekilledintheincident. The
Houthis on Wednesday announced the | at-
est of its more than 20 attacks, saying they

YS Sharmifa Joims Congress, Says She Will Work
Towards Her Father's Dream of RaGa Beoming PM

R — — —

W
NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
Y S Sharmila, founder of YSR
Telangana Party, joined Congress at the
All India Congress Committee (AICC)
headquarters in New Delhi on
Thursday.She merged Y SRTP with
Congress in the presence of Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge."Today | am very happy to be
merging Y SRTP into the Congress
party. It gives me immense joy that
Y SRTPis going to be part of Congress
from today onwards," Sharmila said
while addressing the media.She said
that Y S Rajasekhara Reddy, "leader of
the people’, dedicated hiswholelifeto
serving the Congress party. "Today, he
will be happy that his daughter isjoin-
ing Congress party,” Sharmila
said."Congress party is still the largest
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| March, the race to file tax returns in-
| tensifies among individuals aiming to
| meet the deadline. For salaried employ-
| ees, Form 16 is a critical document is-
¥ | sued by employers, outlining taxable
| income and the deducted Tax Deducted
| at Source (TDS).However, circum-
stances may arise where obtaining Form
: 16 becomes challenging, but fear not -
I filing taxesaccurately isstill achievable
Feah I
attacked a Malta-flagged freighter believ- | | 9 ! !

g |y o

At a Security Council meeting on Mon- |
day, the UN's maritime agency said that 18 |
shipping companies were re-routing ves- |
selsaround Africato avoid the Red Seadue | I
to the upsurgein attacks.Going around Af- | I
rica instead of through the Suez Canal II
means an additional 10 days of travel, In- | I
ternational Maritime Organization chief |
Arsenio Dominguez said.After the latest | |
attack, French operator CMA CGM an- |l

nounced a big hike in prices, with a 40- | | ﬂ

foot container between Asia and the west- : 3

ern Mediterranean doubling from $3,000 | = — — T o -

to $6,000.Maersk on Tuesdgay extended a | NEWDELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
\ Union minister of petroleum and natu-

suspension of servicesthrough the Red Sea | . S
and Gulf of Aden, south of Yemen, "until | fal gas Hardeep Singh Puri said crude

further notice."Khaled Khiari, an assistant | Oil supply in Indiafrom Russia has not
UN secretary-general, voiced concern | dropped because of the payment-rel ated
about global commerce and also the "risk | issues.Indian refiners curbed crude im-
of Yemen being dragged into a regional | ports as discounts on cargoes weren't
conflagration.” Since Tuesday, Iran hasbeen | attractive, the minister said.Indiais one
hit by amajor blast and asuspected Israeli | of the largest importers of crude oil in
attack killed a senior Hamas leader in | the world, but its imports from Russia
L ebanon.The Biden administration official | significantly decreased over the past
said that the Huthi missiles - which can | 1o months. Whil e payment issueswere
travel at Mach 5, five times the speed of | being reported, the minister clarified

sound - were "very clearly coming from | : LS
Iran."The Biden administration was ini- | thal It was purely due to areduction in

tially cautiousin its response asit is seek- | discountson cargoes."Thereisonly one
ing to preserve a fragile peace in Yemen, | Fequirement that Indian consumers get
where adecade of civil war has caused one | the energy at the most economical price
of theworld'sworst humanitarian crisesin | without disruption. Russian imports had
the Arabian peninsula's poorest country.A | goneup to 40 per cent. Now if they have
truce between the Houthis and the Saudi- | come down to 33 per cent or 28-29 per
backed, internationally recognized govern- | cent, is it not a question of payment
ment haslargely held sinceApril 2022.The | problem? Thereisno payment problem.
only regional country to sign the White | |t jsapurefunction of the price at which
House led statement was Bairain, thetiny : our refiners will buy it," he said, re-
u e as particularly tense rela- " -
tions with Iran, I?/vhich Sl}/pports the | ported PTI.The minister said that New
Houthis.The other signatorieswereAustra: |
lia, Bahrain, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, |
Italy, the Netherlands and New Zealand.

S
I

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
_ | Maharashtra leader Jitendra Awhad's
secular party of our country and it has | comment that Lord Ram was never a
always upheld the true culture of India | vegetarian as he couldn't live in the
and built foundations of our nation...," | jungle for 14 years being a vegetarian
Sharmila added.She said that her : has sparked a mgjor controversy in the
father's dream wasfor Rahul Gandhi to ! state at a time the BJP demanded Janu-
becomethe country's prime minister. "l | ary 22 -- the consecration day of the
am glad that | will be working to make : Ram Temple in Ayodhya -- to be de-
that dream possible,” she, clared asadry day and aday on which
added.Sharmila arrived in the national :aJI non-vegetarian food should be
capital on Wednesday night.A "very | banned.The Nationalist Congress Party
eminent personality” will join the party | MLA (Sharad Pawar faction) said Lord
ﬁt 9;8'30 zt;\m on Tl\TurSd[% F’:\t tthhe ACI:CC | Ram V\aasaBahtrJ\jar][ anql \{j/lv nog-vgtgetegr&
quarters in New i, the Con- | ian and was a hunter. "We don't r

gress said on Wednesday.Upon her ar- | history and forget everything in politics.
rival a the Delhi airport, when Sharmila | Ramisours. Of us Bahujans. Who used
was asked whether she wasjoining the | to hunt to eat... Ram was never a veg-
Congress, she told reporters, "Yes, | etarian. He was a non-vegetarian. How
looks like it".Following a meeting she | can a man who lived in the jungle for
chaired in Hyderabad on Tuesday, : 14 years remain a vegetarian,” Jitendra
Sharmila had said she and other lead- ! Awhad said.BJPMLA Ram Kadam said
erswill meet the top brass of Congress, | had Balasaheb Thackeray been alive,
including AICC president Mallikarjun I Shiv Sena's Saamana newspaper would
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi and make an I have criticised the 'Ram non-vegetarian'
important announcement.Sharmila is | comment. "But today's redlity is they
the daughter of the former chief minis- | (Uddhav Sena) do not care if somebody
ter of undivided Andhra Pradesh, the | makes fun of the Hindus. They are in-
late Y S Rajasekhara Reddy, and the | different, as cold as ice. But when the
I>\//Io_ur_1gter i{istser J% Anl\(jlhrﬁPrgdee;l; Clgief : I?Il_ecéli otn C?.mF\?S’ ttrfzd Willttal ktggout

inister an Mohan y. Ear- | Hindutva.." Ram am tweeted on
lier, it was being said that she could be | Thursday.Ram Kadam wrote to chief
given apost in Congressat the national | minister Eknath Shinde demanding
level after the merger : January 22 be declared asadry day and

i
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eTarWithout Form 167Explangg

with the following steps.

Unraveling the Importance of Form
16Form 16 serves as a certificate de-
tailing the TDS deducted and deposited
by employers, facilitating the estimation
of correct tax liability. Accordingto The
Times of Indiareport, its absence does
not impede the filing process; aterna-
tives can be explored to ensure accu-
rate tax return submissions.
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Delhi has started diversifying its oil
import options, and the country will al-
ways purchase crude oil from vendors
offering it at the cheapest rates."We are
buying 1.5 million barrels per day of oil
from Russia. 1.5 million barrels per day
out of 5 million barrels per day con-
sumption (in India)," Puri said. "If they
don't give a discount, why would we
buy it?'After many countries imposed
sanctions on Russia during the Ukraine
war, the country started offering its oil
at heavy discounts. Due to the attrac-
tive pricing, Indiasoon becamethelarg-
est vendor of crude oil in Russia After
the drone attack on shipping vesselsin
the Red Seaand the recent truckers pro-
test in India, speculations of petrol
prices going up arose. However,
Hardeep Puri said the Red Sea attack
will have no impact on the fuel supply
in India. The Union minister said some
suppliers have changed their route and
are now going through the Cape of
Good Hope. Avoiding the Red Sea and
Suez Canal would mean a longer voy-
age but this is offset by not having to
pay the Suez Canal transit fee. "So it
balances out," he said.There were also
reports that the Centre will cut petrol
and diesdl pricesahead of the 2024 L ok
Sabha elections, with the finance min-
istry preparing a proposal on the same.
However, Puri clarified that the Centre
has no such plans.
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i Jitendra Awhad's comment sparks row

fﬁ _____________ |

a veg day.Reacting to the row that his
comment triggered, Jitendra Awhad
said, "What isthe controversy that what
did Lord Ram eat? Someone will claim
Lord Ram used to eat methi-bhaji
(fenugreek leavesfritters) Therewasno
rice at that time. Lord Ram was a
Kshatriya and Kshatriyas are non-veg-
etarians. | absolutely stand by what |
said. 80% of India's population are non-
vegetarians, they are also devotees of
Lord Ram,"” Jitendra Awhad
said.Condemning Awhad's statement,
Shri Ram Janambhoomi Teerth K shetra
chief priest Acharya SatyendraDassaid
it's written in scriptures that Lord Ram
used to have fruits during exile. "What
NCP leader JitendraAwhad is speaking
iIscompletely false. It isn't written any-
where in our scriptures that Lord Ram
had non-vegetarian
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