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They are the three biggest states in
the Union that together send 170 par-
liamentarians to the 543-member Lok
Sabha, roughly making up athird of the
strength of the Lower House.Stretching
from the north of the country to itswest-
ern and eastern extremities, they're a
microcosm of the country's political
dynamics, representing its diversity of
regions and religions, a complex web
of caste and class politics, and a mind-
boggling cornucopia of political
personalities.When the results streamed
in on Tuesday, it was these three prov-
inces- Uttar Pradesh (UP), Maharashtra
and West Bengal - that dealt the big-
gest blow to the Bharatiya Janata Party
and the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA). In UP, the BJP dropped from
62 to 35, its worst showing since 2009;
in Maharashtra, the party dipped from
23t012; andinBengal, it declined from
18 to 10.In total, the BJP won only 57
of the 170 seats on offer, almost half of
its 2019 tally of 103. The BJP-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance won 36 in
UPR, 19 in Maharashtra and 10 in Ben-
gal - atotal of 65, again roughly half of
the 123 seatsthealliancewonin 2019.1n
contrast, the Opposition's Indian Na-
tional Developmental Inclusive Alli-
ance (INDIA) posted superlative results
in each of thesethree provincesasit got
caste arithmetic and ticket selection
right (UP), cashed in on the ground con-
nect of itsleaders and their welfare and
organisational network (Bengal) and
successfully pinned down the BJP on
key local issues and questions of re-
gional pride (Maharashtra).INDIA's
tally ballooned from 42 in 2019 to 100
in 2024 in these states as each constitu-
ent of the bloc held its own against a
BJP onslaught, skillfully countering the
incumbent's pitch on welfarism, com-
munalism and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's popularity with its own unique
campaign focussed on local issues and
charisma.ln Uttar Pradesh, India's most-
populous state, the SP-Congress alli-
ance stunned the NDA by posting its
best results in 15 years. SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav focussed on expanding
the caste base of his party beyond its
traditional Yadav and Muslim commu-
nities as he nominated a large chunk of
leaders from smaller groups of both
other backward classes and scheduled
castes - two demographics the BJP co-
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Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh) [Indig] : In
a significant political shift in Uttar
Pradesh, after the Samajwadi Party won
37 seatswhile the Bhartiya Janata Party
managed to clinch 33 seats, former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav
called the victory as " people-loved vic-
tory of INDIA aliance."Meanwhile, the
Congress secured victory on six seats
while independent candidate Chandra
shekhar Azad won in Nagina. Taking to
his official X handle, Akhilesh Yadav
penned down a note to the people of
Uttar Pradesh. Calling them "sensible
votersof UP", he posted, " People-loved
victory of INDIA alliance in Uttar
Pradesh. It is aso avictory of the trust
of the Dalit-Bahujan community which,
along with its backward, minority,
tribal, and all the neglected, exploited
and oppressed sections of the society,
has fought shoulder to shoulder to save
the Constitution which gives the right
to equality, respect, self-respect, digni-
fied lifeand reservation."In the post, he
further said that this is the victory of
that strong alliance of backwards-dalit-
minority-tribal, half the population and
backwards among the upper castes in
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opted in its two victories in assembly
electionsin 2017 and 2022, and two Lok
Sabhawinsin 2014 and 2019. The SP's
approach to widen its caste coalition
played huge dividends as it smashed
through the BJP citadel in the old
Mandal playground of eastern UP and
picked up critical seats in central and
western regions. The party, along with
its aly Congress, spoke about unem-
ployment among young people and
raised fears of the BJP amending the
Congtitution if it came back with atwo-
thirds majority - drawing a sharp con-
trast from the BJP's campaign rife with
pitched communal rhetoric with Modi
alleging that the Opposition would give
reservations away to Muslims.In
Maharashtra, which saw two regional
powerhouses split vertically in the past
three years, the electionswere uniquely
complex with six mgor parties in the
fray. Since no polls were conducted
since the 2019 assembly €elections, the
2024 Lok Sabha exercise was also a
referendum on which faction of the Shiv
Sena or the Nationalist Congress Party
would inherit the legacy of the
parent.Uddhav Thackeray and Sharad
Pawar went into the elections battling
significant odds. Their Maha Vikas
Aghadi government wastoppled and the
Election Commission awarded their ri-
vals - Eknath Shinde's faction and Ajit
Pawar's faction - the poll symbols and
party names mere months before polls
were called.But the results clearly
showed that the people had decisively
backed the original leaders over their
rivals. Out of 12 seats where the two
Sena factions were pitted against each
other, Thackeray won eight and Shinde
won four. Sharad Pawar won both seats
where his faction faced Ajit Pawar, in-
cluding the prestige battle of pocket
borough Baramati, where his daughter
Supriya Suledefeated Ajit Pawar'swife
Sunetra Pawar.The Congress, too,
posted superlative results, winning back
its old bastion of Vidarbha on the back
of discontent among cultivators and
anger in the hinterland over incomes,
Especially in seats such as Nanded,
where senior leader Ashok Chavan
switched to the BJP ahead of the polls,
thevictory will give heart to aparty that
ruled Maharashtrain coalition with the
NCP for 15 years."The results have
changed the national scenario and

e

the form of PDA (Pichada, Dalit and
Alpsankhyak), which is made even
stronger by the people of every society
and class with their cooperation and
contribution."He also called the victory
of the 18th Lok Sabha elections the
"Victory of women's dignity and
women's safety, victory of the golden
future of young women and boys, vic-
tory of new hopesof farmers, labourers,
businessmen and traders, a collective
victory of harmony-loving, inclusive
and egalitarian positive people of the
entire society."He further said, "Thisis
the victory of the continuous, tireless,
fearless and honest efforts of an unbi-
ased and honest media, thisisavictory
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Maharashtra has played a big role in
this," Sharad Pawar said. "The results
in Uttar Pradesh had given anew direc-
tiontotheINDIA dliance." Andin West
Bengal, where a fierce campaign un-
folded with the BJP making ahuge push
to maximise seat count in a state where
it has slowly but surely built a base,
chief minister Mamata Banerjee held
her own. Despite being hamstrung by
two adverse high court orders - one that
cancelled the appointment of 26,000
teachers and another cancelling OBC
certificates awarded to 77 Muslim
groups - Banerjee crafted a campaign
that focussed on her unique connect
with the state's electorate, especially
rural women and her expansive welfare
net, including direct cash transfer
schemes such as Lokhhir Bhandar. The
BJP attempted to attack her directly and
fanned communal rhetoric, hoping to
cash in on anti-incumbency to break the
TMC's hold over south Bengal . The re-
sults, however, showed that the TMC
not only held its bastion of south Ben-
gal but also damaged the BJP in the
western regions of Jangalmahal and
north Bengal. The BJP was locked in
close fights even in seats such as
Balurghat, held by its state chief
Sukanta Majumder and lost Coochb
ehar, held by Union minister of state
Nisith Pramanik. Banerjee's charisma
and local pitch helped her replicate her
2021 assembly triumph and better her
2019 showing.Addressing a press con-
ference, Banerjee said she would try to
ensure that Modi is out of power from
the Centre, and the "INDIA bloc is
in"."PM Modi haslost all credibility, he
should immediately resign. India has
won, Modi has lost. The PM broke
many parties and now people have bro-
ken his morale. Modi is now falling at
the feet of TDP and Nitish (Kumar) to
form the government," she said.The
story of the BJP's inability to cross the
250 mark interms of seats, isreally the
story of itsfallureinthethreeelectoraly

most important states in the country.
|
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of the protectorsof the Constitution who
consider it as their life-giver, thisis a
victory for the courageous supporters of
democracy, this is the victory of the
poor, thisisavictory for democracy, this
Is a victory of positive palitics, thisis
thevictory of peoplewith true and good
hearts."Describing it asavictory of the
INDIA alliance and the PDA strategy,
Yadav said, "You (voters) have proved
that no one's power nor anyone's deceit
Is greater than the power of the people.
Thistime, it isthe peoplewho havewon,
not the rulers. May the public keep
winning." Theformer Uttar Pradesh CM
expressed his gratitude, and said, "We
will maintain and fulfil the trust you
have placed in us with full responsibil-
ity. My heartfelt thanks for this - heart-
felt thanks and infinite best wishes for
the new positive times to
come!"Meanwhile, the final count for
the 2024 Lok Sabha e ections has been
concluded with the BJP securing atotal
of 240 seats out of 543 seats. Despite
this being fewer than anticipated, the
BJP maintained adecisive lead over the
Opposition, Congress, which garnered
99 sedts.
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How Congressleadly 'S gouks -
ormed asmarket plungeo. Detl

3Rahul Gandhi portfolio: Rahul
Gandhi's portfolio outperformed by falling
less than 5 per cent amid Lok Sabha elec-
tion results. The Election Commission of
India declared results for 542 of the 543
Lok Sabha constituencies with the BJP
winning 240 seats and the Congress 99. As
per the results, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is poised to form the government for
athird consecutive term with the BJP-led
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) get-
tingamajority inthe Lok Sabha.Asper data
from Election Commission of India
website, Rahul Gandhi's stock portfolioin-
cludes Pidilite Industries, Bajg Finance,
Divi's Laboratories, Nestle India, 1TC,
Hindustan Unilever, Titan Company,
Suprajit Engineering and Tube
Investments.Among these stocks, Nestle
India, Pidilite Industries and Divi's Labs
traded higher by upto 1 per cent each while
Bajg Financetraded on aflat note on Tues-
day. Meanwhile Titan Company, Tube In-
vestments of India, I'TC and Suprgjit Engi-
neering fell as the benchmark indices wit-
nessed their worst day in four yearson June
4 asinvestorslost 731 lakh crorewealth in
just six-and-a-half hours.V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Gegjit Finan-
cial Services, said, "The steep fall equity
market is due to the results so far falling
short of the exit pollswhich the market had
discounted yesterday. If BJP doesn't get a
majority onitsown therewill bedisappoint-
ment and thisisgetting reflected inthe mar-
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New Delhi: Asaduddin Owaisi on
Tuesday won the Hyderabad L ok Sabha
constituency for record fifth consecu-
tive time, defeating his nearest rival K
Madhavi Latha of BJP by a margin of
over 3.38 lakh votes.Shortly after he
was officially declared winner, the
AIMIM president held a press confer-
ence where he thanked the people of
Telangana for stopping the victory of
BJP "as much as possible"."BJP could
not get a single majority because the
people are fed up with the government
of hatred of BJR," he said.The AIMIM
leader also offered his support to IN-
DIA alianceif triesto form anon-BJP
government at Centre."We will defi-
nitely support if thereisany chance that
(PrimeMinister Narendra) Modi can be
stopped from becoming Prime Minis-
ter. | am not with INDIA alliance. But |
will definitely support if there is a
chance that a non-BJP person will be-
come the Prime Minister," he said. The
BJP's below expected seats were a re-
sult of the "ugly campaign” run by the
party, he said. "Narendra Modi should
introspect as on why they have faced
thisresult now," he said."400 seatsonly
means one thing either to change Con-
stitution or remove the basic structure
of Constitution. BJP is always against
article 29 and 30," he added.The
AIMIM president secured 6,61,981
votes, while Madhavi Latha polled
3,23,894 votes.Owais has been win-
ning the seat since 2004. He defeated J
Bhagavanth Rao of the BJP by over 2.82
lakh votes in the 2019 elections.The
Hyderabad L ok Sabha seat hasbeen tra-
ditionally a stronghold of the AIMIM,
which hasmaintained afirm grip onthe
constituency, with a substantial popu-
lation of Muslims, since 1984.




It took the primeminister to remind
BJP's despondent karyakartas and
supporters acrossthe country that the
combined INDI Alliance, despite
their euphoria, has not even been able
to match BJP'stally of 240inan elec-
tion where BJP has supposedly been
"humbled”, "rebuked", and Narendra
Modi's "aura of invincibility
punctured".The Opposition, that
came together to stop the Narendra
Modi juggernaut, stopped at 234 seats
with Congress chalking up the high-
est number of seatsat 99.1t iseasy to
get carried away by therhetoric, more
so in the age of social media when
algorithmsbox usinto neat little echo
chambers, but the fact remains that
with BJP-led NDA alliance winning
292 seats, Modi is poised to become
the only leader since Jawaharlal
Nehru to assumethe primeminister's
chair for three consecutive terms.
What's more, if he manages to stay
in officetill 2029, Modi will create a
record since Nehru died two years
into his third stint as PM.These are
no mean feats and yet, despite lead-
ing his party to unprecedented
heights, Modi hasdelivered awin that
feels very much like a defeat for the
BJP. There are several reasons for
this, but the primary one is that of
self-created burden of
expectations.Modi had kicked off the
election campaign with an oft-stated
goal of 400 seatsfor NDA. That had
set the bar of expectations so high that
240 seats at the end of two consecu-
tive terms, which is an incredible
achievement despite the obvious
headwinds of anti-incumbency and
would have been considered quite an
accomplishment for the party that was
knocked off power in 2004 by aCon-
gress-led coalition, now seemslikea
shocking setback.Remember that in
2004, when Congress led UPA-1
pipped Atal Bihari Vapayee'sBJPto
power, it had 145 seats in its Kitty.
Five years later in 2009 when the
UPA-2 earned a second mandate,
Congress's figure stood at 206.De-
spiteits performance being adjudged
as 'dismal’, the BJP has broken
through in Kerala, demolished the
BJD in Lok Sabhaaswell asAssem-
bly elections and has substantially
increased its vote share in Tamil
Nadu. The party has acquired nearly
2.5 times the number of seats of its
nearest rival, but such has been the
frame of reference in these polls that
BJP's failure to get 272 seats on its
own is being interpreted as 'severe
underperformance’. The median of
Indian politics has perhaps shifted
forever.Conversely, Congress, that
limped to 52 seats in 2019 and was
written off before the 2024 campaign
had commenced, set its own bar of
expectations so low that 99 seats
seems to have catapulted the party
into the seventh stage of
delirium.Rahul Gandhi has already
thundered that "M odi doesn't havethe
mandate to return to power". It may
be just a rhetorical exercise but is
equally an indicator of the belliger-
ent mood within the Opposition that
may not only pose a tougher chal-
lenge for Modi in the next five years
but may also upset all calculationsif
it manages to snatch away key allies
from the NDA camp and either pre-
vent BJP from coming to power or
engineer a collapse in the near
future.All these are in the ream of
speculation but what isn't, is that
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BJP'S'severesethack’ 15act

Tuesday's results mark India'sre-en-
try into the era of coalition politics.
After the'waveelections of 2014 and
2019, when Modi's appeal cut
through thelocal issuesand madethe

contest into presidential affairs, 2024 |
signalsat least apartial returnto 'nor-

malcy' as Modi appeal wanes, and
though the prime minister may have
been able to lend a decisive edge to
some of the seatsfor BJP, the absence
of a dominating narrative was
evident.Theelectionsdevelopedinto
many cornered, localized contests
with factorsranging from caste, com-
munity, candidate selection, inflation,
unemployment, dissent against sit-
ting M P and sundry other issues com-
ing into play. In thisrevised scenario,
suddenly reglonal satraps such as

DS e eong

New Delhi .- Two alleged separat-
Ist politicians currently imprisoned
on terrorism charges, and the son of
an assassin of Indiasthird primemin-
ister, Indira Gandhi, have emerged
Tuesday as surprising winnersin the
Indian elections.One of these victors
iISAmritpal Pal Singh, who won apar-
liamentary constituency in Punjab, a
northern Indian state that has endured
years of adeadly separatist movement
seeking an independent homeland for
Sikhs - areligious minority in India
but amajority inthe state. Singh, run-
ning as an independent candidate,
was arrested in April last year for al-
legedly radicalizing Sikh youth for
the independent state of Khalistan,
challenging India's sovereignty, in-
tegrity, and security. He is the chief
of Waris Punjab De, a Sikh volunteer
political group based in Punjab, and
was charged under the stringent Na-
tional Security Act, which allowsfor
extendable pre-trial detention of a
suspect threatening national security
for a minimum of 12 months. Cur-
rently lodged in the Dibrugarh jail in
the northeastern state of Assam,
Singh'selection affidavit indicateshe
has12 criminal casesagainst him.The
other victor with alleged separatist

il

Amethi: Smriti Irani, who had fa-
mously defeated Rahul Gandhi in
2019, lost to Congress candidate
Kishori Lal Sharma in Lok Sabha
Elections 2024 by a margin of
1,67,196 votes.After not being
elected for the Amethi Lok Sabha
seat, the former actor took to
Instagram and penned a post accept-
ing her defeat and highlighting her
hard work over the years."Such is
life... A decade of my lifegoing from
onevillageto another, building lives,
nurturing hope & aspirations, work-
ing on infrastructure -- roads, naali,
khadanja, bypass, medical college
and more,” Smriti Irani wrote.She
also expressed gratitude to those who
stood by her through her thick and
thin."To those who stood by me
through lossand victory, | am forever
grateful. To those celebrating today,
congratulations. And to those asking,
'How'sthe josh? | say- it's till high,
Sir," Smriti Irani added.Not only fans
reacted to the post but Smriti'sfriends
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even Nitish Kumar and N
Chandrababu Naidu gain renewed
significance.The coalition era will
also beanew challengefor Modi and
his trusted lieutenant Amit Shah as
the duo, smce their days in Gujarat,

G

linksisEngineer Rashid, afiery poli-
tician from the troubled Kashmir Val-
ley. Rashid is imprisoned in Delhi's
Tihar Jail, facing charges of receiv-
ing fundsfor terror activitiesin Kash-
mir - a disputed region that has suf-
fered decades of armed separatist re-
bellion seeking either independence
or merger with Pakistan. A vocal
critic of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and hisBharatiyaJanataParty's
(BJP) Hindu nationalist ideology,
Rashid contested from the north
Kashmir constituency of Baramulla,
hishomedistrict. He achieved astun-
ning victory and proved to be agiant
slayer by defeating heavyweight and
former Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah.In Rashid's absence, his
son, Abrar Rashid, ran the electoral
campaign, striking an emotional
chord with his supporters. Rashid
began his political career in 2008 af-
ter resigning from his job as a con-
struction engineer. He previously
won the regional assembly election
in 2014 as an independent candidate
and unsuccessfully contested the par-
liamentary pollsin 2019. Controver-
sidly, he hosted abeef party in Kash-
mir at the height of the BJP'sdemand
for ablanket ban on cow slaughter in
| | |
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has never been short of asimple ma-

uaHyanced|b|each\evement

| jority in forming and running a gov-

ernment. Forming the government
will bethe easier part. Modi may find
that his reputation as 'strong leader'
who never falters from taking tough

since the 32-seat deficit makesit im-
perative for him to take along allies
who may extract their suitable price.It
has become conventional wisdom
that Modi isunsuitable for the vagar-
ies of coalition politics. We shall soon
know.Theauthor is Deputy Executive
Editor, Firstpost. He tweets:

@sreemoytal ukdar. The views ex-
pressed in the above piece are per-
sonal and solely those of the author.
They do not necessarily reflect
Firstpost's views.

SRS A

India in 2015. He was arrested and
charged with terror activities after
Modi revoked Kashmir's semi-au-
tonomy in August 2019 and hassince
been in jail, awaiting trial. Another
surprisefromtheelectionsis Sarabyjit
Singh Khalsa, son of Beant Singh,
one of the bodyguards who assassi-

nated then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi in 1984. Khalsa contested
from Faridkot in Punjab as an inde-
pendent candidate, securing an unas-
sailable lead of more than 70,000
votesagainst hisnearest rival. India's
electoral law doesnot bar anyone, in-
cluding imprisoned suspects, from
contesting elections unlessthey have
been convicted. A conviction, how-
ever, leads to disqualification from
running in elections,

I S o

from the entertainment world also
chimed in the comment section to
show support to her.Actor Mouni
Roy, who shared screen space with
her in the famous daily soap 'Kyunki
Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi', com-
mented, "Alwayswith you (red heart
emoji).""Keepworking hard thatsit,"
veteran actor Neena Gupta com-
mented. Actor Sonu Sood dropped a
red heart emoji in the comment
section.Actor Aashka Goradia also
showed support to Smriti Irani. "With
you EVERYDAY! Nothing has and

nothing will ever stop you from the
good that you do! Full Power," she
wrote.A few hours after the declara-
tion of the results, Smriti Irani also
held a press conference where she
said that shegave 10 yearsof her life
to Amethi and will continue to serve
the area in times to come."| express
my gratitude to all the BJP party
workers and supporters, those who
haveworked in the service of the con-
stituency and the party with dedica-
tion and loyalty. Today, | am grateful
to PM NarendraModi and CM Yogi
Adityanath that their governments
have compl eted the pending works of
30 yearsin just 5 years. | congratu-
late thosewho win. | will continueto
be in the service of the people of
Amethi," Smriti Irani said."We will
strengthen the organization. We are
the ones who have served the area
with devation. | went to every village
In the area and worked. | gave 10
years of my life to this area," she
added.
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