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1t'sTheJob Of Monitoring”: USEnvoy To

US envoy to India Eric Garcetti de-
fended his comments on the Citizenship
Amendment Act, 2019 (CAA) sayingitis
the job of the envoy to monitor and report
and said that religious freedom is an inte-
gral part of democracies.

"l said in broad strokes that religious
freedomisanimportant part of any democ-
racy. Protecting minorities is very impor-
tant. That doesn't have to be read nega-
tively," ."I think it's the job of monitoring
what happens. That's the job of an ambas-
sador. That's the job of a state department.
The Ministry of External Affairs job and
the Indian ambassador's job is to monitor
and to report. And we simply said that," he
further added.He also said that the US too

|

New Delhi:In the aftermath of
theFrancis Scott Key Bridgecollision
in Baltimore, the spotlight now shines
on the 22 Indian crew members
trapped inside the stranded cargo ship
-- Dali.The crew membershavefound
themsel vesthrust into an unexpected
limelight following the tragic acci-
dent that claimed six lives. While of -
ficials probe the incident, questions
linger about the experiencesand chal-
lenges faced by the crew amidst the
wreckage.Asuncertaintiesloom over
thetimeline for the ship's extraction,
the crew members continue to endure
arigorous schedule akin to their sea-

faring duties.Chris James, who works
for a consulting firm assisting the

Coalmin

New Delhi: The union ministry of
codl is targeting monetization of as-
sets worth 754,721 crore in FY 25,
about 9% higher than the 750,118

has a "ton of flaws" and remains open to
criticism. He, however, pointed out that
there is a need to find a common interna-
tional law while respecting every country's
specific history."We have adeep friendship.
It's very respectful. Sometimes we can
agree to disagree on things and continue
with our business, and we shouldn't take it
with thin skin. We shouldn't take it person-
aly," the USenvoy said. The US stance on
the CAA hasled to the Indian external af-
fairs ministry to say that those who have a
limited understanding of India'spluralistic
traditions and the region's post partition
history should not attempt to comment on
it." The Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019
(CAA) isan internal matter of Indiaandis
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ship's management company, Syn-
ergy Marine, told New York Times
that the crew members have ample
supplies of food and water, as well
as plenty of fuel to keep the genera-
tors going.Even when the National
Transportation Safety Board
chiefJennifer Homendy went
onboard the ship this week, she said
she saw the crew cooking."It smelled
very good,” New York Times quoted
Jennifer Homendy as saying.The re-
port also stated that the Dali crew
members also have some leisurely
facilities, like video game cabins, a
gym, table tennis, a television and
some magazines and books to
read.Baltimore port officials have

crore target set in FY24.In the 11 §

monthsto February, the ministry had
surpassed its FY 24 target, having
monetized assets worth 755,148
crore." The projected target with ref-

erence to asset monetization plan for |

FY 24-25 is ?54,721.06 crore.
255,148 crore of asset monetization
hasbeendonein FY 2023-24till Feb-
ruary 2024 against NITI Aayog Tar-
get of 750,118 crore," the coal minis-
try said in response to a mailed
guery.A person aware of the devel-
opment said commercial auction of
mines and development of mines
through the 'mining developers and
operators (MDO) model would be
primary routes to asset monetization
for theministry. The ministry engages
third-party MDOs including private
playersin coa minesthrough global
tenders." The target would be higher
than FY24. In FY25 too, it is likely
to be achieved comfortably asin the
case of this fiscal (FY24). Auctions
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NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
today addressafunction organised to
commemorate 90 years of the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) in
Mumbai.Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das will aso be present
during the occasion."Prime Minister
Shri@narendramodiwill address the
opening ceremony of RBI@90 on 1st
April 2024 at 11 AM," the official X
handle of BJP posted.
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and MDQOs, (inwhich) mines of pub-
lic sector companies are given to an
MDO for development, would be the
primary ways of monetization," the
person said.In 2020, the government
opened up coal for commercial min-
ing by private players and has so far
auctioned 91 mines. However, over
theyearstheinterest in minesamong
private firms has seen a saturation
with the captive requirement of sev-
eral companieslargely being met. The
government has made effortsto make
coal mining and the auction process
more lucrative.The Centre has kept
the requirements flexible with no re-

striction on utilization of coal,
|

History of RBI: The Reserve Bank
of India was established on April 1,
1935, under the Reserve Bank of In-
diaAct 1934. The nationalisation of
the RBI took place in 1949. It plays
an important role in maintaining the
stability of the exchange value of the
rupee and worksasan agent of India's
membership at the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). It is aso in-
volved in developmental and promo-
tional activities. Besides, it manages
loan programs of the Indian govern-
N AN
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in keeping with Indiasinclusive traditions
and our long-standing commitment to hu-
man rights. As regards the US State
Department's statement on the implemen-
tation of CAA, we areof theview that itis
misplaced, misinformed, and unwar-
ranted," the external affairsministry (EAM)
said after the US raised concerns regard-
ing the CAA."We are concerned about the
notification of the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act on March 11," said State Depart-
ment Spokesperson Matthew Miller at a
press briefing in Washington DC on March
14." L ectures by those who have a limited
understanding of India's pluralistic tradi-
tions and the region's post partition histor

are best not attempted. Partners and well-

FAlF

also sent tw hotspots for the
crew as they did not have internet
onboard.However, there is still no
official confirmation or timeline for
when the ship will be extracted from
thewreckage. Someofficialssaid that
effortsmay be madeto rotate the ship
and facilitate itsreturn as soon asthe

whether for captive consumption or
commercial purposes, and has re-
duced the upfront payable amount
among other relaxations. Thegovern-
ment also gives a 50% rebate on the
final offer if the quantity of coa un-
der theterms of purchaseis produced
earlier than the scheduled date.In
February, the ministry announced that
it has received 33 bids for 13 coal
mines out of 27 mines put on the
block in the ninth round of
auctions.For FY 25, the ministry has
targeted 186.63 million tonnes (mt)
of production from these captive and
commercia coal mines, and in Janu-
ary it said that planswerein placefor
production to be increased to 225.69
mt during FY 26, with an eventual
target of 383.56 mt by FY 30. It said
six mines with a cumulative peak
rated capacity (PRC) of 14.87 mt
have aready begun production within
three-and-a-half years of the start of
thecommercial coal minesauctionin
2020.The ministry earlier in March
also launched the monetization pro-
cess for the 2-mt-per annum Dugda
Coal Washery of Bharat Coking Coadl

Otk Yo

ment. Only the reserve bank has the
right to introduce the currency of dif-
ferent denominations.

Modi's vehement campaigns:
PM Modi has started a fervid cam-
paign across the country in view of
theforthcoming Lok Sabhapolls. He
Is continuously holding public meet-
Ingsand telling peopl e about thework
done by his government in the last
10 years. On Sunday, he addressed a
raly in Uttar Pradesh's Meerut. PM
Modi ripped into the Opposition and

90
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ndia Defends Sance On CAA

wishers of India should welcome the in-
tent with which this step has been taken,"
MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said
inresponseto the UScriticism.Garcetti told
the news agency that the US remains open
tocriticism. "Certainly, | open up the United
States, | say al the time, from a place of
humility. We have a ton of flaws. We're
open to criticism. We want to listen,"
Garcetti said.He also called for acommon
international law. "The most important
thing for all of usisto find common inter-
national law that we can all be apart of, try
toi mﬁ! ement equally, and respect the spe-
cific histories that every country has," he
further added.
[
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National Transportation Safety Board
and Coast Guard conclude their
investigation.Last week,ateam of US
investigators boarded the container
shipmanned by Indian crew members
and recovered its data recorder.At
least eight people went into the wa-
ter, with six others presumed dead
after the collision involving the
Singapore-flagged Dali. It struck the
2.6km-long Francis Scott Key Bridge
as the vessal |eft the busy port last
week. The ship collided with one of
the pillars of the Francis Scott Key
Bridge in Baltimore, plunging cars
into the river. A construction crew of
eight was fixing potholes on the
bridge and fell into the river.

W0or InFY

Ltd (BCCL), which is likely to add
to its monetization targets. The min-
istry islooking at auctioning old and
non-operational washeriesto private
steel companiesthat can renovate and
utilize them for washing domestic
coking coal to be used in their blast
furnaces, thereby lowering theimport
dependency for the mineral.On 20
March, Mint reported that three more
abandoned washeries including
Mohuda and M adhuband would also
be put on the block.The coa minis-
try hasfared well in terms of moneti-
zation backed by its commercial
mines auctions.Monetization of as-
sets is taken up under the National
Monetization Pipeline prepared by
the Niti Aayog. The Press Trust of
India in February reported that the
central government and central pub-
lic sector enterprises are estimated to
monetize assets worth ?1.50 trillion
in FY 24, against a targeted ?1.75
trillion.Under the National Monetiza-
tion Pipeline, the aggregate moneti-
zation potential has been estimated at
726 trillion over a four-year period,
during FY 22-25,

ma T

said that some people were rattled
because he was taking action against
corruption, an apparent jibe at the
recent arrests
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HaryanaBusAccident: 4 Member Panel Formed - Top Developments

The Haryana government has formed a
four-member panel to probe the school bus
crashthat killed six children and left around
20 injured on Thursday.The bus carrying
40 students crashed into a tree and over-
turned near Unhani village in Kanina
Haryana'sMahendragarh. Thecopshavear-
rested three people including the principal
and the driver who was allegedly
drunk.State Education Minister Seema
Trikha, who visited the injured students at
hospital's, said a showcause notice has been
Issued to the private school to explain why
it was open despite it being a holiday on
account of Eid.The incident occurred near
Unhani village in Kanina around 8.30 am
when the bus was carrying around 40 chil-
dren - from primary to secondary classes -
to the G L Public School.Dharmender was
driving rashly dueto which helost control
of the bus, which rammed into a tree and
overturned, police said, citing reports.” Six
children have died in the incident and
around 20 areinjured,” Mahendragarh Su-
perintendent of PoliceArsh Vermatold PTI
over the phone.Police said the driver was
caught from the accident site and his medi-
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An "Industry Outreach Meet" was con-
vened in New Delhi on April 11, 2024, by
the Embassy of Nepal inIndiaand PHDCCI
India-Nepal Centre, ahead of the
forthcomingNepal Investment Summit
2024, to attract substantial participation
from the Indian industry.Detailed presen-
tations about promising investment oppor-
tunities in Nepal were delivered by Amb
Dr Shankar Prasad Sharma, Nepal's Am-
bassador to India, and Sushil Bhatta, CEO
of Investment Board Nepal.

Nepal Investment Summit 2024

The program witnessed overwhelming
participation from leading industry captains
and government decision-makers, reflect-
ing significant interest in Nepal as a pre-
ferred investment destination from India

Nepal Investment Summit 2024 - Key
Highlights

Engagement withKey Decison-Makers:
Meetingswill be held with high-level gov-
ernment officials, influential business ex-
ecutives, and representatives from global
financeinstitutions.Exploration of Diverse
Investment Opportunities: Attractive
projectsin Hydropower, Tourism, Agricul-
ture, Manufacturing, Urban Devel opment,
and other sectorswill be showcased.Insight
into Nepal's Transformation: Recent policy
reforms and infrastructural advancements
making Nepal an attractiveinvestment des-
tination will be highlighted.Establishment
of Synergetic Partnerships: Networking op-
portunities with public agencies, foreign
Investors, local businesses, and interna-
tional development partners will be
facilitated. UNESCO Awards Celebrate
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In a major relief to the people of
Tamil Nadu from the heat, 13 districts
are predicted to get good rains in the
next four to five days.On his social
media page "Tamil Nadu Weatherman',
weather blogger R Pradeep John said
that there is "good news" for Tamil
Nadu, Keralaand Karnataka.He wrote,
"Good News for Delta, South Tamil
Nadu, West Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Coastal
and Interior Karnataka, Partsof Interior
Tamil Nadu. Thanksto elongated trough
and easterlies, there will be good rains
in the next 4-5 days."

Tamil Nadu Weather Alert: Light

cal examination confirmed he was under
the influence of alcohol. The police have
also arrested school principal Deepti and
one more school official whose name is
Hoshiar Singh.The heart-breaking scenes
at the accident sitemoved onean all. Some
of the students lay motionlessin a pool of
blood, while others, writhing in pain, cried
for help. Some passersby rushed to help,
and pulled out the children from the se-
verely damaged bus.Aninjured student told
reporters that the driver was driving at a
high speed when he lost control of the ve-
hicleresulting inthe crash. "Thedriver ap-
peared to be drunk," he said.Mahendragarh
Deputy Commissioner Monika Guptasaid
the private school was open on Eid and the
district education officer has sent aproposal
to the state government for cancelling its
recognition. Transport Minister Aseem Goel
said the state government has ordered a
probe into the incident following the reg-
istration of an FIR. He also directed offi-
cials to check the fitness of all school
buses.He said the bus was fined recently
as it did not have certain documents and
the fact that it was still being used was a
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Heritage Conservation Success in India,
China, NepalDuring the industry meet, it
was emphasized by Amb Dr Shankar
Prasad Sharma, Nepal'sAmbassador to In-
dia, that Nepal is seen as a naturally pre-
ferred investment destination by Indian
businesses, and theNepal Investment Sum-
mit 2024provides an opportunity to discuss
investment and reinvestment plansand con-
vert big business ideas into action on the
ground.The Government of Nepal's unwa-
vering commitments to simplifying busi-
ness procedures and providing support to
businesses are expected to encourage both
existing and prospective business houses
in Nepal, with Indian businessesinvited to
exploreand participatein Nepal'sindustrial
aspirations.In hisdetailed presentation dur-
ing the industry meet, reflections were
shared by Sushil Bhatta, CEO of Invest-
ment Board Nepal, indicating that with
partnerships like the India-Nepal Centre
(PHDCCI? and other |eadi nﬂ Indian indus-
try umbrellaorganizations, thereishopefor
overwhelming participation fromthe Indian
industry at the Nepal Investment Summit
2024.Investment Board Nepal is looking
forward to welcoming Indian industry cap-
tainswith akeeninterest in exploring Nepal
as an emerging investment destination on
aglobal scale.The meeting was addressed
by various dignitaries, including Amb
Manjeev Singh Puri, Amb Ranjit Rae, Anil
Khatan, Ajay Poddar, Kamlesh Jain,
Anukool Bhatnagar, Atul K Thakur, Bishal
Thapa, Dushyant Thakor, Satya Narayanan
R, Sujatha K shirsagar, Deepak Saigal, and
Dr Kazem Samandari.

Rain In 1-2 Places; Chennai
Unlikely To Get Relief From
Heat Today According to him,
the districts that are likely to
get good rains are:
Thoothukudi, Ramanatha
puram, Nellai, Kanyakumari,
Thenkasi, Virudhunagar,
Theni, Kodaikanal, Valparai,
Nilgiris, Madurai, Sivagangai,
Pudukottai.However, the dry
spell is predicted to continue
in Chennai. He said, " Chennai
would be dry but thanks to

islikely to be partly cloudy,
with the maximum tempera-
ture expected to reach 35°C
and the minimum tempera-
ture likely to be 26-
27°C."On Thursday, the
RMD said that the peak tem-
perature soared to a scorch-
ing 41.8°C (+4.7°C) in
Tirupattur, with Salemclose | |
behind at 40.1°C (+2.3°C) | §
on Wednesday. Across the
plains of interior Tamil
Nadu, temperatures ranged

clear lapse on the part of the school authori-
ties. President Droupadi Murmu said the
death of school children was heart-rending.
Prime Minister NarendraModi said it was
extremely painful."My condolences are
with al the families who have lost their
children in thisaccident. Along with this, |
wish speedy recovery to the injured chil-
dren. Under the supervision of the state
government, the local administration is
engaged in providing all possible help to
thevictimsandtheir families," Modi posted
on X in Hindi.Police said the school was
functioning on a holiday in violation of
rules. Besides, the school authorities had
been informed about the busdriver'sdrink-
ing habit. Some parents brought it to the
school's notice even on Thursday that
Dharmender was under theinfluence of al-
cohoal, officials said. They said an assistant
secretary in the office of district-transport-
cum-secretary, Mahendragarh, was also
suspended after it cameto light that the bus
lacked certain documentation. The Addi-
tional Transport Commissioner (Road
Safety) has been directed to conduct ade-
tailed inquiry into the reasons for the acci-
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Telugu actor and TDP leader Nara
Rohit on Thursday campaigned for
BJP's K Annamalai in Coimbatore
ahead of the seven-phased general
elections.Nara Lokesh took part in a
joint roadshow with Tamil Nadu BJP
Chief Annamalai asthe TDPisnow part
of the NDA again.Lauding the BJP's
emerging figure in Tamil Nadu and the
South, TDP genera secretary Lokesh
said that Annamalai is a dynamic and
dedicated young leader. He highlighted
Annamalai's grasp of state issues dem-
onstrated during hisrecent 'En Mann En
Makkal' (foot march), emphasizing his
dedication to understanding people's
concerns.Poll Predictions: Will BJP's
Annamalai Win Coimbatore Seat?
Here's What ETG  Survey
Says'Annamalai is a rising, young
leader. He has shown a deep and clear
understanding of the people'sissuesand
isalso committed to upholding their in-
terests. Hewillingly entered thefray (for
the Lok Sabha) from a tough seat
(Coimbatore). | am certain that he is
going to win this constituency. He left
hisjob asan I PS officer to bein the ser-
vice of the people of Tamil Nadu. | am
sure the people of Tamil Nadu will re-
ciprocate his commitment to their wel-

0

dent and find out those responsible, said
the officials.Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, BJP chief JP Nadda, Haryana Gov-
ernor Bandaru Dattatreya, Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, Congress|eaders Rahul
Gandhi, Bhupinder Singh Hooda and
Randeep Singh Surjewala expressed grief
over theaccident.A doctor at ahospital near
the accident site, where the 20 injured chil-
dren were taken to, told reporters that four
of them were brought dead and one, who
was put on ventilator support, succumbed
toinjuries.After preliminary treatment, the
injured students were taken to government
hospitalsand other centresincludinginthe
adjoining Rewari district, said officials.In
apost in Hindi on X, Chief Minister Saini
said, "Deeply saddened by the accident of
aschool busin Kanina, Mahendragarh. My
condolences are with the bereaved fami-
lieswho have lost their innocent children.
| wish speedy recovery to all the injured.
The local administration was taking care
of the injured." Bhupinder Singh Hooda
also raised question how the school was
functioning on Eid.

MedoreConsen

fare by sending him to the Lok Sabha,"
ANI quoted Lokesh as saying.The vot-
ing for 39 Lok Sabha seats in Tamil
Nadu is set to take place in the first
phase of the general elections on April
19. The counting of votes will be held
on June 4."| am here in Tamil Nadu to
support my friend Annamalai. We ex-
changed alot of viewsand ideas on how
to take our respective states forward.
For a strong nation, we need to build
strong states. Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh will together contribute to a
strong and assertive country," he
added.Lokesh said that the NDA will
emerge victorious in the upcoming
polls. Lokesh added, "The NDA iswell
on its way to forming the next govern-
ment at the Centre. There is no doubt
that our alliance will go well over 400
in the Lok Sabha elections.”

30-Year-Old Man Commits Suicide By
Jumping From Nayanoanall Flyover

of Jnanabharati,
had been em-
ployed on a con-
tract basis at the
Karnataka Pow er
Factory for thelast
three mon
ths.According to
reports, Kumar
was struggling wit
h personal issues
and had allegedly
consumed drugs
before the tragic
incident. He left

easterlies, temperature will be
in check." He a'so mentioned
that "there will be hit or miss
rains' for one or two days.

What RMD Says?

The Regiona Meteorol ogi-
cal Department has predicted
light to moderaterainin afew
placeswith thunderstormsand
lightning at one or two places
in South Tamil Nadu on Fri-
day. "It hasalso forecasted that
the sky condition in Chennal

from 37°C to 40°C. Coastal
regions experienced milder
conditions, with tempera-
tures ranging from 33°C to
37°C, while the hills re-
mained relatively cooler at
21°C to 31°C, although
some pockets saw tempera-
tures significantly above
normal.Chennai saw typical
maximum temperatures,
withMBK recording 35.5°C
and NBK at 34.4°C.

atemporary worker associated with the
Karnataka Power Transmission Corpo-
ration Limited (KPTCL) ended his life
by jumping from the Nayandahalli
Flyover.The deceased, identified as
Naveen Kumar, aged 30, took this ex-
treme step on Friday morning at ap-
proximately 8:20 am.Naveen, who had
recently celebrated four months of mar-
riage, parked his bike on the flyover
before taking the fateful leap. The mo-
tives behind his decision remain un-
clear, leaving his family and friends in
shock and disbelief.Kumar, a resident

home in the morn-
ing, presumably
for work. Upon
learning of the sit
uation, Byatar
ayanpur police re-
sponded promptly.
Despite their best
efforts, Kumar
could not be re-
vived and was de-

clared deceased at
the scene.
n H N
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