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Union minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Monday took a dig at the Congress
by comparing its last three election re-
sults with that of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), and said that the grand old
party IS "jumping
unnecessarily".Scindia's comments
came as the Opposition created an up-
roar on the first day of the 18th Lok
Sabha session over several issues, in-
cluding the appointment of BJP |leader
Bhartruhari Mahtab as the pro-tem
Speaker, thealleged irregularitiesinthe
NEET UG-2024 examination and the
relocation of statutes within the Parlia-
ment building complex."The people
who are jumping unnecessarily after
winning 99 seats (inthe Lok Sabhaelec-
tion) need to understand that their com-
bined total seats in the last three elec-
tions stand less than the BJP's seats in
2024. Count their 99 seats in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, count their 56
seats in 2019, and add their 42 seatsin
2014; even after this, they have got less
than 240 seats," Scindia told news
agency ANI.In the recently concluded
general elections, the Congress bagged
99 seats, while the opposition INDIA
bloc won 234 seats.The BJP emerged
asthe single largest party, winning 240
seats. It, however, fell short of the
simple majority mark of 272 inthe 543-

Whydid Mu

Tajikistan's government passed a
law banning the hijab, the latest in a
string of 35 wide-ranging religion-
related acts, in a move described by
the government as "protecting na-
tional cultural values' and "prevent-
ing superstition and extremism”.The
law, approved by parliament's upper
house Majlisi Milli last Thursday,
bans the use of "foreign clothing” -
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| nfrastructure plays an important
role in driving India's economic
growth and overall development.
To improvetransportation connec-

tivity, the central government is
actively connecting major cities |

under thedirection of PM Modi.An
expressway project linking Punjab
and Gujarat iscurrently underway.
It is expected to reduce the travel
time between the two states by half
highlighting the government's
commitment towards better trans-
portation connectivity. This is the
second longest expressway in the
country. The National Highway
Authority (NHAI) has set a target
to complete it by December
2025.The Amritsar-Jamnagar ex-
pressway, al,316 kmlong express-
way that connects Amritsar,
Punjab, and Jamnagar, Gujarat, is
amost finished, according to the
National Highway Authority
(NHALI). This expressway, which
will traversethe arid and sandy re-
gions of Haryana, is expected to
bring significant advantagesto the
general people as €l as the move-

'm-ajor'

including the hijab, or head covering  (§##*

worn by Muslim women.Instead,
Tajikistan citizens are encouraged to
wear Tgjik national dress. Those vio-
lating the law are set to be fined on a
scale ranging from 7,920 Tqjikistani
somoni (almost €700) for ordinary
citizens, 54,000 somoni (€4,694) for
government officials and 57,600
somoni (about €5,000) if they are a
religious figure.Similar laws passed
earlier this month affect several reli-
gious practices, such asthe centuries-
old tradition known in Tgjikistan as
“lydgardak," in which children go
door-to-door to collect pocket money
on Eid holidays.The decision was
seen as surprising, as the central
Asian country of some 10 millionis
96% Muslim, according to the last
census in 2020.Yet, it is areflection
of the political line that the govern-
ment has been pursuing since
1997.Turning mosques into tea
housesln Tajikistan, the government
of president-for-life Emomali
Rahmon has had itssights set on what
they describe asextremism for along
time.After apeace deal to end afive-
year civil war in 1997, Rahmon - who
has been in power since 1994 - first
found a way to coexist with the op-
position Tgjikistan Islamic Resurrec-
tion Party (TIRP), which was granted
a series of concessions.According to
the UN-brokered agreement, repre-
sentatives of the pro-Sharia TIRP
would share 30% of the government,
and TIRPwas recognised asthefirst
post-Soviet political party in Central
Asia founded on Islamic
-1l 0N

values.However, Rahmon managed
to push out TIRPfrom power despite
the party becoming more secular over
time. In 2015, he then managed to
shut down TIRPaltogether, designat-
ing it aterrorist organisation after the
party allegedly took part inthefailed
coup attempt in which General
Abdulhalim Nazarzoda, a key gov-
ernment bureaucrat, lost his
life.Meanwhile, he turned his atten-
tion to what his government de-
scribed as "extremist" influences
among thecitizens. After first banning
the hijab in public institutions, in-
cluding universities and government
buildings, in 2009, the regime in
Dushanbe pushed for a number of
formal and informal rules meant to
prevent neighbouring countriesfrom
exerting influence but al so strengthen
itscontrol over the country. Tajikistan
President Emomali Rahman in
2023A P Photo/Rafiq MagboolWhile
there are no legal restrictions on
beardsin Tajikistan, multiple reports
state that law enforcement has forc-
ibly shaved men sporting bushy
beards, seen as a potential sign of
someone's extremist religious
views.The Law on Parental Respon-
sibility, which entered into force in
2011, penalises parents who send
their children to religious education
abroad, while according to the same
law, those under 18 are banned from
entering places of worship without
permission.A 2017 statement by the
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ment of commoditiesand commer-
cia enterprises.A significant por-
tion of the Amritsar-Jamnagar ex-
pressway, which coversaround 500
kmin Rajasthan, iscurrently in use.
Thissegment cost Rs 11,125 crore
to build and ran from Jnhakhrawali
hamlet in the Hanumangarh district
to Khetlawas in Jalore. It is ex-
pected that the completion of this
green corridor will facilitate travel
between key towns in Rgasthan
and Haryana-Punjab.The existing
1,516 km route between Amritsar
and Jamnagar is predicted to be
shortened by 216 km after the ex-
pressway isbuilt. Currently, thetrip
takes about 26 hours, but with the
development of the expressway,
that time should only take 13 hours.

K

Tajikistan ReligiousAffairs Commit-
tee said that 1,938 mosques were
closed down in just one year, and
places of worship were converted into
tea shops and medical centres, for
example.The latest set of laws was
said to have been spurred by the
deadly Crocus City Hall attack in
Moscow inApril. Four of the attack-
ers captured by Russian law enforce-
ment - said to be part of the Khorasan
branch of the so-called Islamic State,
or ISISK - had Tgjikistan passports,
according to Russian
authorities.President Rahmon, who
said he aimed to make Tajikistan
"democratic, sovereign, law-based
and secular” - quoting the opening
line of the 2016 Constitution - ad-
vised the people to "Love God with
(their) heart"." Do not forget your own
culture," he stated. The US Commis-
sion on International Religious Free-
dom (USCIRF) designated Tgjikistan
a"country of special concern” in its
2023 report.Where else is the hijab
banned? n Europe, the hijab has been
a point of contention in a number of
countries.Dutch far-right politician
Geert Wilders - whose party recently
formed agovernment after scoring an
unprecedented win in the general
election - haslong proposed aban on
hijab as part of a much larger set of
anti-1slam measures, including a ban
on the Muslim holy book, the Quran,
and any non-western immigration.
UK Foreign Secretary David
Cameronisgreeted by womenintra-
ditional costumes as he visits the
Nurek Hydro-Electric Project, some
70 km south of Dushanbe, 22 April
2024 Stefan Rousseau/Pool Photo via
APIn 2004, France introduced legis-
lation prohibiting wearing "symbols
or clothes through which students
conspicuoudly display their religious
affiliation," including the hijab, in
public primary schools, middle
schools, and secondary schools, but
not itsuniversities. A similar law was
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Vans are allowed to travel in the
high-speed corridor at up to 100
km/h.It is stated that Gujarat,
Punjab, Delhi, Rajasthan, and
Haryana will all benefit from the
Amritsar-Jamnagar expressway. It
would also be connected to the
Delhi-Amritsar-K atraexpressway,
making commuting to Delhi and
Kashmir ssimpler. It will be easier
to drive from Gujarat to Kashmir
thanksto thislink.In addition, sev-
eral cities, including Amritsar,
Bathinda, Moga, Hanumangarh,
Suratgarh, Bikaner, Nagaur, Jodh-
pur, Barmer, and Jamnagar, are ex-
pected to profit greatly from the
Amritsar-Jamnagar expressway.
The construction of 5 railway
overbridges, 20 river overbridges,
26 interchanges, 55 underpasses,
and 311 tiny underpasses are all
part of the expressway's
infrastructural development. Addi-
tionally, to improve convenience
and sustainability, automobile
charging stations will be installed
along theroad at intervals of 20 to
30 kilometers.

gan ban then) a?

passed in Austria in 2017, banning
headscarves in schools for children
up to 10 years of age, with parents
facing potential fines of €440 if they
chose to send their kids to school
wearing a hijab regardless.Italy has
banned the hijab-like swimsuit, also
known asthe"burkini", fromitspools
and beaches since 2009. Several cases
of women being fined or prohibited
from swimming or sunbathing in
public have caused turmoil in recent
years, particularly in the country's
north.In addition, Germany, Belgium,
Norway and Bulgaria all have laws
prohibiting the use of face-covering
garments, known as burgas, in
schools or public
institutions.Opponents of such laws
maintain that banning the hijab, in
secular countries in particular, is a
dlippery dopethat might see Europe's
Muslim communities disenfranchised
down the line.Some on both sides of
the argument claim thisisawomen's
rightsissue: whilethose opposing the
hijab and the burga say they restrict
a woman's choice of how to dress,
otherswho are against the ban believe
that women should also havetheright
to choose to wear either if they feel
it'sapart of their identity.In 2013, the
Conservative government of David
Cameron rejected the callsto ban the
burgain public, stating that "women
should have the freedom to choose
what to wear".In Ireland, then-
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar also rejected
the possibility of a ban on burgasin
2018, saying, "l don't agree with the
doctrine of every religion or neces-
sarily any religion, but | do believe
in the freedom of religion."Severd
Muslim-majority countries have
banned the burga and hijab in public
schools, universities, or government
buildings, including Tunisia (since
1981, partially lifted in 2011),
Kosovo (since 2009), Azerbaijan
(since 2010), Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan.
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tack on the PM coincides with the 50th

26 WEDNESDAY JUNE 2024

B Eaags L IAMLSY

o g e g s et v eyl

Senior BJP leader and former Rajya
Sabha MP Subramanian Swamy at-
tacked PM Modi on Tuesday, alleging
that he has a tendency to take credit
when it is not deserved.Taking to X,
senior BJP leader wrote, "Modi played
no role fighting against the Emergency.
He was a RSS Pracharak in Gujarat
where there was for most part no Emer-
gency dueto the Gujarat Govt of Janata
Morchaheaded by Babubhai. Modi has
abad habit of trying to grab credit when
none is due to him."Swamy's fresh at-
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Fugitive and former Indian business-

man, Vijay Mallya's son, Sidhartha| §

Mallya, has geared up in his personal
front. The actor-model wedded his
ladylove, Jasmine on June 22, 2024, in
a white wedding, followed by a tradi-

tional Hindu wedding ceremony.The| |
bride and groom looked so in love as| |

they stepped into their forever journey

with one another. While earlier, we| |

stumbled upon glimpses from the duo's
wedding, we yet again came across
some inside glimpses of the ceremony
that featured Vijay Mallya.ln a couple
of posts shared by Harsh Goenka, we
could spot Vijay Mallya happily pos-
ing with his son, Sidhartha, and daugh-
ter-in-law, Jasmine. While the newly-
weds donned their respective wedding
attires, Vijay Mallya opted for a black
tuxedo along with a white satin coat
underneath. He finalised his look with
apair of black shades.

FBIP e Siryaknta Pl mae
Ora-neas'toShrad Py 'SP

Mumbai, June 24 Former scribe-

turned-politician Suryakanta
Jaywantrao Patil on Tuesday returned
to the NCP(SP), 11 years after she had
quit the undivided NCP to join the BJP
in 2014.An ex-Union minister, Patil, 75,
was welcomed to the party fold by
NCP(SP) President Sharad Pawar, state
Chief Jayant Patil and other senior
leaders.Pawar and Patil extolled her
leadership qualities and said that her
return would boost the party's prospects
in Nanded, Hingoli, Parbhani, Beed and
other districts.On June 22, Patil abruptly
quit the BJP ostensibly for being
dropped as a Lok Sabha nominee fol-
lowing the party's lacklustre perfor-
mance in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections.Formerly with the Congress,
and then the undivided NCP, Patil
joined the BJP in 2014 and had sought
a party ticket from Hingoli in 2024 but
was denied a nomination as the seat
went to theruling ally Shiv Sena'squota
this time.The Shiv Sena had fielded
Baburao K Kohalikar, but he lost by
over 1.08 lakh votes to the rival Shiv
Sena (UBT) candidate, Nagesh B Patil-
Ashtekar.Political sources are optimis-
tic that Patil's entry to NCP(SP) could
offset the departure of the former Con-
gress strongman from Nanded, Ashok
Chavan to the BJR, plus give an edge to
the Maha Vikas Aghadi alliance ahead
of the Maharashtra Assembly elections
in October.
H N

anniversary of Emergency imposed by
former prime minister IndiraGandhi on
25 June 1975.Yesterday, Swamy
criticised PM Modi for rising unem-
ployment in the country. "Who cares
who won? The nation's losers are the
youth (who despite a globe trotting PM
who is without a party majority in Par-
liament), who are unemployed or semi
employed |.e., in jobs well below their
education. How heart breaking and

dream destroying it must be for them,"
[
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Former Isrageli Ambassador to In-
dia Daniel Carmon has claimed that
India might be supplying aamsto Is-
ragl in its war with Gazaln an inter-
view with Isragl's Y nethews, Daniel
Carmon said | srael wasone of thefew
countries that provided India with
weapons during its war with
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Ayodhya (UP): The roof of the
temple of Lord Ram being con-
structed at Ramjanmabhoomi in
Ayodhya, has started leaking in the
first rainitself, the Chief Priest of the
temple claimed on Monday.Chief
Priest Satyendra Das said that the
construction of the grand and divine
Ram temple is going on, but except |
for the sanctum sanctorum, water is
dripping at the place where devotees
visit. Water has started dripping in the
first rain of the first monsoon in
Ayodhya. The leakage of water from
the roof is surprising, as renowned

kol

b

said Swamy in atweet.Earlier today, PM
Modi paid homage to all the men and

women who resisted the Emergency.In
I
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Pakistan." The Indiansalwaysremind
usthat |sragl wasthere for them dur-
ingtheKargil war... Thelndiansdon't
forget this and might now be return-
ing thefavour,” Carmon, who served
as |srael's ambassador to India from
2014 to 2018, said.During the 1999
Kargil War,lsrael provided military
supplies and equipment, including
guided munitions and drones.Daniel
Carmon'sremarks come amid reports
that India has supplied drones and
artillery shellsto Israel initswar with
Gaza as the Middle Eastern country
ran low on supplies.In February, me-
dia reports said that India had pro-
vided Israel with advanced Hermes
900 drones manufactured in

Yt

engl neersin the country are engaged
In the construction of Ram Temple,
he said.He said that devotees have
also been hurt by the water dripping
from the roof of the temple. He said

a social media post, PM attacked the
Congress party stating, "subverted ba-
sic freedoms and trampled over the
Congtitution of India which every In-
dian respects greatly."In another tweet,
he said, "Just to cling on to power, the
then Congress Government disregarded
every democratic principle and made
the nation into a jail. Any person who
disagreed with the Congress was tor-
tured and harassed. Socially regressive
policies were unleashed to target the
weakest sections.”
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Hyderabad. The Hyderabad facility
was set up by Isragl to produce sup-
pliesfor thendian military. However,
around 20 droneswere sent to be used
by the I sraeli Defence Forces, there-
port said.Indiahas, however, not con-
firmed thereportsand has not reacted
yet to Carmon's remarks.In May,
Spain prevented a cargo vessel,
'‘Marianne Danica, from docking at
the Cartagena port on its way to Is-
rael. The vessel, which was coming
from Chennai, was carrying 27
tonnesof military supplies, Y netnews
reported.Israel's war with Gaza has
now entered its eighth month, killing
around 38,000 people and displacing
lakhs.
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that dueto negligencein the construc-
tion of the temple, which was built
with trillions of rupees, water isdrip-
ping from the same placewhere devo-
teesvisit Ram Lalla before the sanc-
tum sanctorum.Das said that on Sun-
day night it rained very heavily, due
towhich water gradually collectedin
front of the sanctum sanctorum where
devotees take darshan of Ram Lalla,
whichwaslater cleaned. He said that
water had collected at the place where
VIPs take darshan as well, and after
alot of effort, the rainwater was re-
moved from there.

Pussiasends coalo Indiaby trainforfestme

The shipment isbeing madeviathe
North-South corridor through Iran,
according to a statement Russia has
for thefirst time sent two trains laden
with codl to Indiaviathe International
North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC), which connects Russia to
India via lran, according to Russia's
national railway company.A
multimodal routethat includesarail-
way, roadway network and seaports,
the INSTC spans 7,200km (4,500
miles) from St. Petersburg to the port
of Mumbai in India. The corridor is
part of Russia's push to find new
transport routes in light of Western
sanctions, which have forced it to
shift tradeflowsfrom Europeto Asia
and the Middle East.Construction of
the INSTC started in the early 2000s,
but developing it further hastaken on
anew impetus in light of the restric-
tionsfacing Moscow. New Delhi has
also touted theroute asan alternative
to China's Belt and Road
Initiative.'For thefirst time, twotrains
with Kuzbass coal headed to India

along the International North-South
Transport Corridor. Thetrains set off
fromthe Kemerovo region. They fol-
lowed along the eastern branch of the

INSTC through Kazakhstan and RS===

Turkmenistan to the Iranian port of
Bandar Abbas,' Russian Railways
said on Monday in its Telegram
channel. The coal will be shipped by
sea along the fina part of the route
from lran's port of Bandar Abbas to
the Indian port of Mumbai, accord-
ing to the statement.India has been
ramping up purchases of both cok-
ing and thermal coal from Russia
since Moscow redirected exports
from EU countries and offered sub-
stantial discounts to Asian buyers.
Despite its efforts to expand renew-
able energy projects, Indiacontinues
to rely heavily on coal asits primary
source of power generation. Consult-
ing firm Yakov and Partners (for-
merly McKinsey Russia) has pro-
jected that India will surpass China
as the top buyer of Russian coal
within the next decade. The delivery

time for goods from Russiato India
via the INSTC is around 23 days,
which is much faster than shipping
via the Suez Canal, which typically
takes up to 45 days, according to
Russian Railways.Moscow is seeking
to both ensure interconnectivity
throughout the INSTC and launch
regular freight shipping lines, Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin has said. The
volume of goods shipped via the
INSTC is expected to almost triple
over the next seven years. The Rus-
sian leader has suggested establish-
ing alogisticshub for the corridor on
the African coast.
N
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