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New Delhi: Union sports minister
Mansukh Mandaviya's statement con-
gratulating Olympic bronze medalist
Manu Bhaker has veered off course
from Bhaker's achievement.On the day
when Bhaker made India proud by
winning themedal, Mandaviyainstead
of congratulating her chose to reel out
the money spent and facilities pro-
vided to her by the Narendra Modi
government.Speaking to ANI,
Mandaviya reveaed that the govern-
ment had spent around Rs 2 crore on
Bhaker’s training, sending her to Ger-
many and Switzerland for specialised
coaching.“Around Rs 2 crore was
spent on Manu Bhaker’straining. She
was sent to Germany and Switzerland
for training. Financial help was pro-
vided which was needed for her to hire
a coach who she wanted. We are pro-
viding thisecosystem to all athletes so
that they give the best performance at
national and international competi-
tions. | am confident that our athletes
will perform well in the Paris Olym-
pics too,” Mandaviya was quoted as
saying.He aso highlighted the role of
the ‘Khelo India initiative and the
TOPS scheme in identifying and nur-
turing sporting talent.” By winning the
first bronze medal in the Paris Olym-
pics, Manu Bhaker has made India
proud. In her interaction, she said that
she has been apart of ‘Khelo India'. |
am delighted to tell you that PM
(Narendra) Modi started ‘ Khelo India
and under this initiative, sports infra-
structure was set up in the country,
sports competition was increased, and
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The deceased, K Ramachandrajah
(75) and hiswife SarOJ anamma (69) had
three sons and a daughter and they dis-
tributed their property among their
children.Kothagudem: In atragic inci-
dent, an elderly couple has allegedly
died by suicide at Pagideru village of
Manugur mandal in thedistrict. Thein-
cident took place on Sunday
evening.The sons live in Gollakotturu
village of the same mandal. The woman,
who was diabetic, used to stay at the
houses of each of her sons for some
days.A few days ago, Ramachandraiah
brought his wife to their house at ST
Colony in the village. According to lo-
cals they were said to have confessed
with their neighbours that they would
end their lives asthey do not want to be
aburden for their sons.The couple who
went out of the house on Sunday
evening did not return. Thevillagersand
family members searched and found
their footwear and other items at an ag-
ricultural well in the village.While
Sarojnamma'’s dead body was found in
the well, swimmers could not find
Ramachan draiah's body until night
hours on Sunday.The search for his
body continued on Monday and the lo-
calsfound the body hanging from atree
on the outskirts of the village.As
Ramchandraiah knew swimming hedid
not jump into the well instead hanged
himself to death, the locals said.Police
booked a case based on the complaint
of the family membersand launched an
Investigation into the incident.
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projectswerefloated to identify sports
talent at school and college levels.
Good coaches were hired to train the
talents identified, they were provided
good training and under the TOPS
scheme, arrangements were made to
ensure that they did not face any fi-
nancial constraints, ” the minister
said.Mandaviya toldPTI: “When she
met PM Modi (beforethe Games), she

I

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
BJP has created history by winning
two seats in the Kerala University
syndicate elections. This is the first
time in history that BJP representa-
tives have emerged victorious in the
Kerala University syndicate, which
was dominated by L eft organizations,
including CPM, for many years.LDF
won six out of nine seats. BJP won
two seats, while Congress won one
seat. CPI, which was not ready for an
aliance with CPM, had not fielded a
candidate in the elections. There are
atotal of 12 seats in the syndicate.
Earlier, L eft representatives had won
unopposed in 3 of these seats. The
elections were held for the remain-
ing 9 seats.BJP, which did not have
the strength to ensure the victory of
two candidates, was helped by coups
and undercurrents. It isindicated that
the BJP candidates got preferential
votes from other organisations. The
BJP candidateswho won the election
are National Teachers Union State
President PS Gopakumar and Dr
Vinodkumar TG Nair, senior Scien-
tist of Palode Botanical Garden and

I

The American woman found tied
with iron chains in the forest near
Samantwadi in M aharashtrawas hun-
gry for 40 days. Her Indian husband
had also given her wrong and dan-
gerous medicines to get rid of
her.Currently, the police have admit-
ted the woman to the hospital after
seeing her condition.

Woman found tied in chainsin

Samantwadi

A shocking news has come from
Samantwadi in Maharashtra. Here an
American woman was found tied in
chainsin theforest. On receiving the
information, the police reached the
spot, freed thewoman from the chains
and admitted her to the hospital. The
police has started investigating the
case by informing the American Em-
bassy. During this, some such infor-
mation has cometo light, which even
the policethemselvesare surprised to
know and hear. This American
woman has been identified as Lalita
Kai Kumar S.While living in
America, she was a famous belly
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told h|m that ‘the initiative of Khelo
India has helped many athletes like
myself in shaping our careers’ and to-
day, through Khelo India, many ath-
letes are participating in many
events.” A former bureaucrat from
Haryana slammed the minister calling
his comment “totally
unwarranted”.Slamming the minister
for making these remarks at “this
stage”, a former bureaucrat from
Haryana told The Wire, “She has at
least got an Olympic medal, what has
theminister delivered for the hundreds
of crores spend on him from the
exchequer.”“ Totally insensitive on the
part of sports minister. This statement
wastotally unwarranted at this stage,”
the former officer added.Bhaker, be-
came the first Indian woman to win a
medal in shooting at the Olympics.In
2023, Bhaker was among select ath-
letes who voiced her support for top

i

National Secretary of Vishwa

Ayurveda Foundation.The election &

result is a heavy blow to the CPM,
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wrestlers agitating for action to be
taken against then BJP MP and Wres-
tling Federation chief Brij Bhushan
Singh, who they accused of sustained
sexual harassment and
highhandedness."| am deeply pained
to see the situation of my fellow ath-
letes (Wrestlers) who have made the
nation proud many times by winning
medalsand are now sitting on theroads
to seek justice. | strongly stand with
my fellow athletes and request for ap-
propriate action on their complaints,"”
Bhaker had posted on X.
In 2019, Bhaker had famously

addressing Haryana youth affairs
minister Anil Vij, asking whether he
was going to make good on his prom-
ise of a Rs 2-crore cash prize to her
after her Youth Olympics victory.
"Someone in Haryana is really play-
ing with Youth Olympic games cash

et

which had full dominationinthelast e

syndicate except for one Congress

representative. The counting of votes |

took place amidst atense atmosphere.
Votes of four student representatives
out of 17 nominated by the Gover-
nor, one teacher and 10 student rep-
resentatives, whose terms expired on
thelast 23rd, were not counted.Earlier
today, the High Court issued an in-

terim order stating that the Kerala

University Syndicate Election results
can be announced by counting the un-
disputed votes. The High Court had
clarified that 82 out of 98 votes can
be counted. The court also stated its
order that the disputed 15 votes
should not be counted.A conflict
erupted in the University premises
after the CPM and the SFI protested
against the action of the VC who re-
fused to count the votesuntil the High
Court issued the verdict.CPM repre-
sentatives who won in the elections:
Prof KC Prakash, Dr K Rahim, Dr N
Pramod, Dr TR Manoj, Adv RB

AN

dancer and yogateacher. She wanted
to study further to make a career in
the field of yoga. So she cameto In-
dia and during a yoga training here,
she camein contact with ayoung man
from Tamil Nadu. During this time,
Lalita decided to spend her life in
India and married that young man.
This woman, who was hungry and
thirsty for about 40 days, was having
difficulty in speaking.

The shepherdswerethefirst to see

That is why she has written down
her entire story and told it to the po-
lice. According to the police, this
woman has been freed from the for-

7/30/2024, 9:00 PM

Rajeev Kumar, DN Ajay. Elected un-
opposed: Dr SNaseeb, Prof V Manoj,
Dr M Leninlal.

Cross-voting?

It is believed that some Congress
and CPlI members cross-voted for
BJP It ishinted that some CPM mem-
berstoo cross-voted for the BJP. CPI
hastwo members, whilethe Congress
has 10 members. Thevote of one stu-
dent representative of Congress was
not counted. BJP has 12 members.
Nine votes are needed for one candi-
date to win. Yet, the BJP managed to
win two seats instead of one.

N canter

est near Sonurli Ronapal in
Sawantwadi taluka. Herethiswoman
was tied with an iron chain. Shep-
herds saw her in this condition on
Sunday and informed the police. Ac-
cording to the police, many things
have become clear in the investiga-
tion of this woman's mobile phone,
but the links of the incident are still
to be connected.
Accused of providing danger-
ous drugs

It is not yet clear how this woman
living in Tamil Nadu reached
Samantwadi in Maharashtra. The
woman hastold the police during in-
terrogation that her husband wanted
to get rid of her. He not only kept her
hungry, but also tried to kill her by
giving her dangerous and wrong
medicines. Finally her husband
brought her hereto theforest and tied
her up. This woman, who has been
physically broken due to not getting
food for a long time, has now been
admitted to Oros District Hospital for
treatment.

.
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In the recent Rajya Sabha session, Jaya
Bachchan was addressed as Shrimati Jaya
Amitabh Bachchan. However, the actress-
turned-politician was quite unhappy with
this.She objected to Deputy Chairman
Harivansh Narayan Singh and reminded
everyone that a woman has her own iden-
tity too and doesn't need to beidentified by
her husband'sname.AsHarivansh Narayan
Singh called out her nameto let her speak,
hesaid, " Shrimati JayaAmitabh Bachchan
Ji, please".
Bhaduri) instant reactionwas, " Sir, Sirf Jaya
Bachchan bolteto kaafi hojata (It would've
been enough to call me Jaya Bachchan)".
Singh then pointed out that that he used her
officially registered name. However, Jaya
continued, " Some new method hasemerged
that women have to be known by their
husband's name. Women have no identity.
They have no achievements, no identity of
their own. This new thing."As the video
went viral, now Jaya Bachchan is getting
slammed for two reasons - for herself us-
ing her husband's name in her official pa-
pers and for an old Koffee With Karan
video in which she said that she likes how
her daughter-in-law Aishwar%/a Rai
Bachchan stays behind. Here's what fans
are saying." Speak about women ka astitva
and shit! Lekin KWK me bol rahi hai, She
likesthat her daughter in law, stays behind
and quiet! Dogli aurat! Also agar itna hi
problem hai, then change the name! Paéoer
Eejo namelikhahai, us se usko sambodhit

arenge," one of the users commented on
Reddit."If she has so much angst against
being called by her husband's name, why
would she change it at first place? If
changed, why not just drop it now? Also,
why would she assume that the speaker is

atriarchal?He could bejust calling her b

er official namewritten %Whi chheclaimed
he did)!", wrote another user while athird
one said, "She hates Amitabh it's that
simple".Amid the divorce rumours of
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and Abhishek
Bachchan doing therounds, fanswere once
again reminded of how Jaya Bachchan had
once said that she likes how her daughter-
in-law stays behind, is quiet and listens.

Rl o

Andhra Pradesh Congress president
Y S Sharmilaisleaving Y SR Congress
virtually restless with her relentless
bombarding. She has been questioning
Jagan over his intentions as he never
protested in Delhi for special category
statuswhile hereadily sat down on pro-
test to politicize an unrelated murder in
Vinukonda. Thistime, Sharmila has put
another foot forward as she gave anew
abbreviationtoY SR Congress.Sharmila
pointed out that Y S Rajasekhar Reddy
Isin no way related to Y SR Congress
and the new full form of the party isY -
YV Subba Reddy, S- Sai
Reddy(Vijayasai Reddy) and R -
Ramakrishna Reddy(Sajjala).Sharmila
added that several of the currently ac-
tive leaders in the YSR Congress had
belittled YSR and Vijayamma in the
past.'If you hadn't destroyed NTR stat-
uesafter coming to power in 2019, there
wouldn't have been the destruction of
Y SR statues like what is happening
now. If you hadn't changed NTR
University's name, there would have
been no need to remove Y SR's name
today. You are actively responsible for
destroying Y SR's name'.Sharmila's
funny new abbreviation of YSR Con-
gress and her factual backing of the
same is irking the YCP camp in more
waysthan one. She stressed on the point
that Jagan not going to the assembly is
aheinous act and vowed to fight against
thistill the end.
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Adnir resignsasBengal Congressprescent

Kolkata: Bengal Congress President
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury resigned
from his post on Monday.He met AICC
in charge Venugopal in Delhi and sub-

mitted the resignation to
him.Immediately after the electoral de-
bacle of Congress in Bengal,
Chowdhury offered to resign but at that
time the Congress |leadership told him
to wait. They had told Chowdhury that
they would review the situation and get
back. But now Congress's high com-
mand has accepted his resignation.
Sources close to Congress high com-

mand said that now to build up a strong
Opposition against the Narendra Modi
government, Trinamool Congressis an
important political party in the national
level political arena. Bengal Congress
Is not a priority for the Congress high
command. Instead, they would prioritise
developing strong Opposition forces
against the BJP at the Centre.The high
command of the grand old party is not
keen on "damaging" relations with the
Mamata Banerjee's Trinamool.Sources
indicate that there is speculation about
whether senior leader Pradip
Bhattacharya will become the state
president.However, the fate of
Chowdhury isuncertain after helost the
L ok Sabha elections from Berhampore.
There is, however, no report if
Chowdhury received any offer from the
BJP yet.Pradip Bhattacharya said that
there is a political question as to who
would be the next state president of the
party and the situation is changing

Rahul Ganddn's Halwa Speech

Other day in the Lok Sabha, Op-
position leader Rahul Gandhi deliv-
ered a speech that captured signifi-

Yy | cant attention, particularly for hisre-

marks about the 'Halwa ceremony
associated with the Indian budget.
This traditional event is held before
the budget presentation, and the Con-
gressleader usesit to highlight issues
of representation and inclusioninthe
budget-making process.During his
speech, Rahul Gandhi displayed a
picture from the Halwa ceremony and
pointed out that out of 20 officersin-
volved in preparing the budget, only
one was from aminority community
and one from the Other Backward
Classes (OBC). Hecriticized thegov-
ernment for a lack of diversity, stat-
ing, "The budget halwa is being dis-
tributed, but 73% of the country's

Y

Nirmala Sitharaman, as India's Fi-
nance Minister, holds one of the most
significant positions in the govern-
ment. Her salary, like that of other
cabinet ministers, is determined by
the government and includes various
components.Understanding her sal-
ary and the taxes she pays provides
insight into thefinancial responsibili-
ties and transparency expected from
public officials.As a Cabinet Minis-
ter, Nirmala Sitharaman receives a
basic salary along with allowances.
Thebasic salary for aCabinet Minis-
ter inIndiaisapproximately INR 2.2
lakh per month. In addition to the
basic salary, there are severa allow-
ances provided, including a constitu-
ency alowance, daily allowancesfor
attending Parliament sessions, and
other perksrelated to housing, travel,
and medical benefits. These addi-
tional allowances and benefits can
add up to a substantial amount, re-
flecting the responsibilities and sta-
tus of the position.However, like any
other salaried individual in India,
Nirmala Sitharaman is subject to in-
come tax on her earnings. The taxa-
tion of her salary follows the same
income tax slabs applicableto al In-

people are not included in it'. His
commentsaimed to draw attention to
the under-representation of Dalits,
Adivasis, and other marginalized
groups in government decisions.
RaGa's remarks prompted a notable
reaction from Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, who was seen
covering her face and laughing dur-
ing his speech, which many found
Inappropriate given the serious nature
of the topic. This moment quickly
went viral on socia media, with many
userssharing clipsand memesrelated
to her reaction.In addition to the
Halwa comments, Gandhi made
broader criticisms of the governme
nt's budgetary priorities, suggesting
that it primarily benefits large busi-
nesses and political elites while ne-
glecting the needs of ordinary citi-

2024, the income tax rates for indi-
viduals are as follows: no tax for in-
come up to INR 2.5 lakh, 5% for in-
comebetween INR 2.5 lakh and INR
5lakh, 10% for income between INR
5lakh and INR 7.5 lakh, 15% for in-
comebetween INR 7.5 akh and INR
10 lakh, 20% for income between
INR 10 lakh and INR 12.5 |akh, 25%
for income between INR 12.5 lakh
and INR 151akh, and 30% for income
above INR 15 lakh.Given her salary
structure, Sitharaman falls into the
highest tax bracket. The total annual
taxable income from her salary as a
Cabinet Minister amounts to around
INR 26.4 |akh, excluding other allow-
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daily.Adhir had earlier offered his res-
ignation from the post of Pradesh Con-
gress Committee chief. After a meeting
with the state unit of Congress
Chowdhury had said: "I am a tempo-
rary state Congress president. The full-
time president will be elected soon."He
made this announcement just a day af-
ter the Congresss Rajya Sabha mem-
ber and former Union Finance minis-
ter, P Chidambaram, dropped in at the
state secretariat Nabanna and had a 35-
minute meeting with Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.Adhir, a five-time
party Lok Sabha MP from
Murshidabad's Berhampur Constitu-
ency, was defeated by the Trinamool's
celebrity candidate and former Indian
cricketer Yusuf Pathan.News about
Chowdhury's differences with the
party's high command has been doing
the rounds for quite sometime over the
issue of the party'srelationship with the
Trinamool in Bengal.
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zens. He also referenced the
Mahabharata, likening the current
political situation to a 'Chakravyuh,’
a complex military formation, to il-
lustrate the challenges faced by the
country under the current adminis
tration.Overall, Rahul Gandhi's
‘Halwa' speech echoed with many
viewers and the combination of his
serious analysis and the viral mo-
ments from the session made those
videos viral in no time.
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ancesand benefits. Consequently, she
isliableto pay incometax at arate of
30% on income above INR 15 lakh,
along with applicable cess and sur-
charges. Additionally, if she has any
other sources of income, such asin-
vestments or properties, they arealso
subject to taxation according to the
applicable tax laws.It isimportant to
note that public figures like Nirmala
Sitharaman are required to disclose
their financial details and tax pay-
ments, promoting transparency and
accountability. Thetaxespaid by gov-
ernment officials contribute to the
nation's revenue and set an example
of compliance with tax laws.
Sitharaman's adherence to tax obli-
gations demonstrates her commit-
ment to the same financial responsi-
bilities she oversees in her capacity
as Finance Minister.The salary and
tax payments of public officials like
Nirmala Sitharaman not only reflect
their earnings but also highlight the
broader framework of taxation and
transparency within the government.
Understanding these aspects helps
citizens appreciate the financial dis-
cipline expected from those in pub-
lic service.
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