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|srael Used Protocol That Put CiviliansAt Risk On October 7

The Israel Defence Forces (IDF) used
the 'Hannibal directive' during the Hamas
attack on October 7, Haaretz, a leading
daily, has reported . This directive allows
soldiers to use force to prevent
kidnappings, even if it puts the lives of
hostages at risk, it said.The Hannibal Di-
rective is a controversia Israeli military
policy that ordersthe use of maximum force
to prevent the kidnapping of Israeli sol-
diers, even if it means risking their lives.
Thepolicy alowssoldiersto openfirewith-
out constraints, targeting not only the ab-
ductors but also potential escape routes,

Jaen, Plines ik ofnce
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Manila [Philippines], : Japan and the
Philippines on Monday signed a bilateral
defence agreement to facilitate joint exer-
cisesfor closer security cooperation, amid
China's growing assertion in regional
waters.Japanese Foreign Minister
KamikawaYoko and Phillippines Defence
Secretary Gilbert Teodoro Jr. signed the
Reciproca AccessAgreement (RAA) treaty
documents in the presence of President
Ferdinand R Marcos Jr. in a ceremony at
M al acann Palace according to reportsfrom
state mediaof the two countries-Philippines
News Agency (PNA) and Kyodo.Prior to
signing of the new defence deal, President
Marcos met with Kamikawa and Japanese
Defence Minister Minoru KiharaMarcos
termed the deal as "very important agree-
ment" while Kamikawa said the signing of
the RAA is"agreat achievement” for the
two countries deepening bilateral
relations. The agreement, which will come
into force after getting ratified by respec-
tivelegidativebodiesof the Philippinesand
Japan, is expected to ease restrictions on
personnel transfers between the Japan Self-
Defence Forcesand the Philippine military
for joint drillsand disaster relief operations
in each other's country.Once the agreement
takes effect, Japan will be able to partici-
pate as a full member in the large-scale
Balikatan military exercise conducted an-
nualy by the Philippines and the United
States near the Southeast Asian nation,
which the SDF have previously joined in
an observer capacity, reported Kyodo.The
treaty comes after Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Fumio Kishida and Marcos agreed last
November to start negotiations.AS per
PNA, the Phillippines has inked similar
defence pacts with the United States and
Australia, while another defence deal isbe-
ing pursued with France.Similarly, Japan
haspactswith Australiaand Britain and one
with the US called the Status of Forces
Agreement.Earlier thisyear on June 17 Chi-
nese and Philippine sailors clashed near the
Second Thomas Shoal about 200 km away
from Palawan island.As per Al Jazeera,
during that incident, the Chineseforcesin-
jured Filipino navy personnel and damaged
at least two military boats in the South
China Sea. Additionally, the Filipino sail-
ors also accused Chinese coastguards of
stealing and damaging their
equipment.Meanwhile, later today Kihara
and Kamikawawill takepartina"two-plus-
two" ministerial security dialogue with
Teodoro and Philippine Foreign Secretary
Enrique Manalo.In June, thisyear, the Chief
of Staff of the Armed Forces Philippines,
General Romeo Brawner ticked off China
over repeated confrontations between the
Philippines and Chinain the South China
Sea and accused China for "Acting Like
Pirates’ as per a report in the Al Jazeera
Notably, the incidents of confrontationsin
the South China Sea have been continuing
despite an international tribunal ruling its
claim to have "no legal basis' in 2016.As
China has made expansionist claims over
almost the entire South China Sea claim-
ing it to be under the Nine-Dash Line. The
same news report also claimed that the
country hasalso build artificial isandsand
military outposts near the reef.

including junctions, roads and highways, a
former Israeli army soldier told Al
Jazeera.The directive was last invoked in
2014 during the Gaza war, resulting in the
deaths of dozens of Palestinians and accu-
sations of war crimes. Although the Isragli
army denied using the doctrine, it was re-
portedly revoked in 2016 and used again
now.According to the Haaretz report, the
protocol was used by the IDF after the Oc-
tober 7 attack at three army facilities, po-
tentially endangering civilians. A message
sent to Israel's Gaza division at 11:22 am
ordered that "not a single vehicle can re-

Moal

PrimeMinister NarendraModi told
the Rgjya Sabha, in hisfirst remarks
in many months on Manipur, that
many steps have been taken to im-
prove the situation in the state and
effortsare still being made to restore
full normalcy.He had for long evaded
any mention of Manipur. The
President's address to the joint ses-
sion of parliament also did not men-
tion Manipur. It was perhapsthe pres-
sure from parliament and elsewhere,
including the critical comments made
by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat, that
forced the prime minister to speak
about the situation there. Modi ex-
pressed satisfaction over the decline
of violenceinthe state, but the ground
situation isdifferent from the picture
that he sought to present. Bimol
Akoijam, MP from Inner Manipur,
gave a vivid picture of that in his
speech in parliament.Mere words
won't do. There is much to be done
in Manipur if normalcy is to be re-
stored. Modi said schools have re-

turnto Gaza," implying that vehicles could
be carrying kidnapped civilians or
soldiers."Everyone knew by then that such
vehicles could be carrying kidnapped ci-
vilians or soldiers ... Everyone knew what
it meant to not let any vehicles return to
Gaza," a source told the Israeli
newspaper.While the extent of harm to ci-
vilians and soldiers is unknown, soldiers
testimoniesand | DF officerssuggest it was
used widely. The report stated that the
Hannibal directive"did not prevent thekid-
napping of seven of them [soldiers] or the
killing of 15 other spotters, as well as 38

opened and examinations are being
conducted. But many of the schools
are'SchoolsonWheels,' run by Vidya
Bharati, which make the rounds of
relief camps. That is not normal
schooling. Over 60,000 people live
inrelief camps. There can be no nor-
malcy till they return to their homes
and rebuild their lives. The state is
virtually divided into two regions,
and the territories are guarded by
armed personnel. Thetwo main com-
munitiesin the state, the Meiteis and
the Kukis, do not enter each other's
territory. Vigilantes are active. Arms
looted from government armouries
are in free circulation. As Bimol
Akoijamsaidin parliament, thereare
security forcesin every sg. km of the
state. That too is not a sign of
normalcy.Chief Minister Biren Singh
has been part of the problem in
Manipur. As long as he is in office,
no efforts of the state government or
the Centre to restore normalcy wiII

e o el e e

While the Supreme Court has con-
vened for hearings. the NEET-UG
hearing has not started yet. The pleas
are listed as item 31 before the apex
court.Tamil Nadu Minister and DMK
leader Udhayanidhi Stalinsaid, "You
al have already decided to vote for
the DMK... It is the DMK which
raised its voice against the NEET
exam and now the leaders of the
northern states have started opposing
it. ItistheBJPwhichisagainstit (op-
posing the NEET exam) and the PMK
is in aliance with them and is con-
testing this bypoll, so | ask you all to
defeat them in thisbypoll."NTA said
In its statement, "The NTA is aso
addressing public grievancesregard-
Ing the exam conducted for CUET-
UG that werereceived up to June 30.
If a grievance is found genuine, the
NTA is committed to redoing the
exam for these candidates at selected
centres any day between July 15 and
19."CJl Chandrachud rapped an ad-
vocate appearing on behalf of stu-
dents in Gujarat seeking not to can-
cel the NEET examination. CJl said,
"Please wait until the matter iscalled
out." The Supreme Court hearing on
NEET-UG 2024 begins as the coun-
sel convenes. A counsel mentions a
petition filed by 56 students from
Gujarat opposing the pleasto re-con-
duct the NEET-UG exam.A total of
67 students had scored aperfect 720,
unprecedented in the NTA's history,
with six from a Haryana centre fig-
uring in the list, raising suspicions
about irregularities in the examina-
tion. It has been alleged that grace

marks contri buted to the 67 students
sharing the top rank.The Supreme
Court hearing on theirregularitiesin
the NEET-UG examination is ex-
pected to begin anytime now, by a

bench headed by CJ DY
Chandrachud.The Medical Counsel-
ling Committee (MCC), under the
Directorate General of Health Ser-
vices (DGHS) hasnot yet notified the
counselling schedule of NEET UG
and PG courses for the year 2024,
leading to adelay in the process. The
NTA announced on Sunday that a
retest will be conducted for CUET-
UG candidates from July 15to 19 if
any grievance raised by them about
the conduct of the exam is found
correct.Ranging from the cancella-
tion of the exam to the complete re-
test, the Supreme Court today will
hear 38 total petitions filed against
the NEET UG 2024 examination
today."It is submitted that if the en-
tire examination processiscancelled
without there being any tangible fac-
torswarranting such actionsit would
be highly detrimental to the larger
public interest involving the aca-
demic career of lakhs of studentswho

other soldiers'.On October 7, Hamas cap-
tured dozens of Israelis, including both
soldiersand civilians. Many of these cap-
tivesremain in the group's custody, while
others were killed in subsequent Isragli
arstrikeson Gaza. According to Isragli au-
thorities, 1,139 people have died in the
attacks, with 250 taken captive.lsrael's
ondaught in Gazahaskilled 38,000 people
and displaced 1.9 million -- about 90% of
the city's population -- sincethe beginning
of the war.

ek slong silenceon Manipur

blamed the Opposition for
politicising Manipur. But he himself
resorted to politics by blaming un-
named elements for fuelling the fire,
and criticising the Congress for im-
posing President's rule on Manipur
many timesin the past. That does not
answer the questionsraised about his
government's handling of the present
situation. He has belatedly made a
statement about the state. He must
follow it up with sincere efforts to
restore peace and normalcy. He could
also make a gesture of his sincerity
by visiting the state which he has

gt

have attempted the examination fairly
without any wrongdoing or even an
allegation of wrongdoing," the NTA
said.Thepetitionersagainst the NEET
UG 2024 examination have sought a
complete retest, alleging that the
widespread paper leak has hurt the
| sanctity of the examination. Other
petitioners have sought the cancella-
tion of the exam altogether.NTA,
which is responsible for conducting
NEET UG said that the entirety of
the exam was carried out fairly and
with due confidentiality without any
illegal practices, and the claim of
"mass malpractice" during the exam
Is "completely unfounded, mislead-
ing, and lacks any basis'.NTA, inits
affidavit to the Supreme Court, said,
"The cancellation of the entire exami-
nation on the basis of the aforesaid
factor, would be hugely counterpro-
ductive and significantly harmful to
the larger public interest, especially
to the career prospects of the quali-
fied candidates.” Centretold Supreme
Court in an affidavit, "It is also sub-
mitted that at the same time, in the
absence of any proof of any large-
scale breach of confidentiality in a
pan-India examination, it would not
be rational to scrap the entire exami-
nation and the results already
declared." A Supreme Court bench,
comprising Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justices J B
Pardiwalaand Manoj Misra, will hear
atotal 38 petitionsonthe NEET 2024
undergraduate examination today,
according to the cause list of the

court.
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The Congress on Monday attacked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, saying
while it will be Rahul Gandhi's third visit
to Manipur sinceviolence brokeoutin May
last year, the PM has neither found thetime
nor even had theinclinationto visit the state
for even afew hours.Congress general sec-
retary Jairam Ramesh said, " Today, the non-
biological PM goes to Moscow while the
L eader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha
headsfor Assam and Manipur." " Of course,
the drumbeaters of the non-biological PM
have claimed that he stopped the Russia-
Ukraine war for some time. Presumably,
this Moscow trip will lead to even more
bizarre claims,” he said.This is Rahul
Gandhi's third visit to Manipur ever since
the "state blew up" fourteen months ago,
Ramesh said." The non-biological PM has
not found the time nor even had the incli-
nation to visit Manipur evenfor afew hours
after the grave crisis erupted on May 3rd,
2023, " he said."He (Modi) has not even
met the CM of the state - who happens to

1ty s et nErsn
Tine LA s CaellatesHim TakeOen T

A newly-inducted minister in
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Dr
Mohan Yadav's government had to
take oath twice after he mistakenly
took oath as state minister.
Realising his gaffe, Ramniwas
Rawat, who is sixth-time MLA,
|later took oath as cabinet
minister.Ramniwas Rawat took
oath during the mini-expansion of
Rawat's council of ministers at a
small ceremony at the Rgj Bhawan
in Bhopal at 9 am today.A power-
ful OBC leader from the Gwalior-
Chambal region, Rawat jumped
camp from the Congressto the BJP
just aweek before four Lok Sabha
seats of the Gwalior-Chambal re-
gion voted on May 7. The sixth-
time MLA from Vijaypur seat of
Sheopur district wasreportedly un-
happy with the Congress leader-
ship for not considering him for
key posts, including the state Con-
gress chief and the Leader of Op-
position (LoP) in the new state as-
sembly in December 2023.Rawat's
entry inthe BJPisbelieved to have
helped the party win the Morena
seat, which was otherwise locked
a tough seat. Rawat was one of
JyotiradityaScindiasfamily loyal-
Istswho had stayed back inthe Con
gress, even when Scindia left the
party along with 22 Congress
MLASstojointhe BJPin March 20
20.Currently, Mohan Yadav-led
gove zrnment has 30 ministers, ex-
cluding the Chief Minister. He has
two deputy CMs (who are also
cabinet ministers), 18 cabinet min-
isters and 10 ministers of state. As
per theofficial rule, thereareat lea
st 3 vacancies in his government.

be from hisown party - and other political
leaders of the state, including MLAs and
MPs," Ramesh said.Modi is visiting Rus-
siaonJuly 8 and 9 at theinvitation of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to hold the 22nd In-
dia-Russia Annual Summit.Gandhi would
travel from Delhi to Silchar on aflight and
from there would head to Jiribam district
where fresh violence occurred on June
6.After landing in Imphal, he will head to
Churachandpur district where he will in-
teract with people living in relief
camps.From Churachandpur, the Congress
leader will go to Moirang in Bishnupur
district by road and visit somerelief camps.
Hewill then returnto Imphal whereameet-
ing with Governor Anusuiya Uikey is
scheduled to take place.Gandhi visited
Manipur in June 2023 and also for the start
of the Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra earlier this
year.Initiating the debate on behalf of the
opposition in the Lower House of Parlia-
ment on the Motion of Thanks for the
President's address in the first session of

i STV

Kolkata(West Bengal) [India): All
IndiaTrinamool CongressMPMahua
Moitralashed out at the Union Home
Ministry, saying that it wasridiculous
following adisciplinary action taken
by the ministry against the Kolkata
Commissioner and Deputy Commis-
sioner of Policefor allegedly malign-
ing the office of West Bengal
GovernorCV Ananda Bose.On Sun-
day, the Lok Sabha MP from Krishn
anagar took to X, saying," Ridiculous
that @HMOlndia initiates disciplin-
ary action against CalcuttaCP & DCP
for maligning Ra] Bhavan!"She fur-
ther accused the West Bengal Gover-
nor, saying that he had maligned his
office by molesting womeninsidethe
office premises." @Bengal Governor
has maligned his own office by mo-
lesting women inside premises. Con-
trol your Governors since they can't
seem to control themselves. Shame,"
she further added in the post. Mean-
while, senior party leader and Lok
Sabha MP Kalyan Banerjee also
guestioned the action against the Po-
lice officials." Isn't it hilarious that

dlod

L ebanon's Hezbollah movement
announced on Sunday that it launched
its 'largest’ air operation, deploying
explosive drones against a
mountaintop Israeli military intelli-
gence base in the annexed Golan
Heights. Thismarksthelatest incident
in escalating cross-border exchanges
of fire that have raised global
concerns.Hezbollah, an Iran-backed
ally of Hamas, hasbeen trading near-
daily firewith Israeli forcessincethe
Palestinian group’s October 7 attack
on Isragl initiated the current conflict
inthe Gaza Strip.Inwhat it described
as“thelargest operation” by itsaerial
forces, Hezbollah stated that itsfight-
ers sent “multiple, successive squad-
ronsof dronestotarget thereconnais-
sance centre” on Mount Hermon. The
Israeli military confirmed that an ex-
plosive drone “fell in an open areain
the Mount Hermon area” without
causing any injuries.Therhetoric and
attacks have intensified in recent
weeks, raising fears of a potential
full-scale conflict between I srael and
Hezbollah, who last went to war in
2006. Hezbollah indicated that the

el

the 18th Lok Sabha last week, Gandhi had
accused the BJP-led government of push-
ing Manipur into a "civil war" due to its
policies and politics.The Congress leader
had also criticised Prime Minister Modi for
not visiting the state since ethnic violence
broke out there.Gandhi had alleged that the
government is behaving as if nothing has
happened in Manipur. "You haveimmersed
| (T |
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HMO Indiaisinitiating disciplinary
action against the DCP and the CP of
Calcuttafor defaming Rg Bhavan??
HMO India don't you feel ashamed
for this? The governor of Bengal has
defamed his position by harassing
women on the premises. You should
regulate your governors since they
don't seem to be able to regulate
themselves. Since everyone has the
right to justice, does this mean that
Visakha's caseisexempt?Which stat-
uteisthe subject of the Center's pros-
ecution of All India Service employ-
ees who are employed in state gov-
ernments? Such a step hasthe poten-
tial to destroy Indias federal system
as well as All India Services," he
posted on X.The disciplinary action
was initiated against Kolkata CP
Vineet Goyal and DCP (Central)
IndiraM ukherjee by the Union Home
Ministry based on a detailed report
submitted by Governor Bose in late
June.The governor alleged that the
manner of functioning of both the CP
and DCPis"completely unbecoming
of apublic servant."Bosedrew atten-

[ ar 't

drone attack was part of its “re-
sponse’ to thekilling of an operative
in astrike deep into eastern Lebanon
on Saturday, approximately 100 ki-
lometers (60 miles) from the
border.According to Hezbollah, the
Mount Hermon attack targeted intel-
ligence systems, resulting in their
destruction and igniting amajor fire.
Earlier on Sunday, Israeli Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant visited troops
on Mount Hermon.The Israeli mili-
tary reported that its air defenses
“successfully intercepted” several
“aerial targets’ that crossed from
L ebanon after sirens sounded in the
Golan Heights area. Israel captured
the Golan Heightsfrom Syriain 1967

[AlH

Manipur into acivil war. Manipur has been
burnt by you, your policies and your poli-
tics," he had said.Replying to a debate in
the Rajya Sabha on the Motion of Thanks
for the President's address, Prime Minister
Modi had said the Centrewasworking with
the state government and others to restore
normalcy inthe state.He had said that more
than 500 people have been arrested and
over 11,000 FIRs have been registered in
Manipur.Modi had further said Manipur
wasfacing aflood situation aswell and the
Centre has dispatched two teams of the
National Disaster Response Force to the
state.Manipur plunged into violence be-
tween the Meitei and Kuki communitiesin
May last year. Sincethen, some 200 people
have been killed while thousands have been
displaced following large-scale arson that
gutted homes and government

buildings.Except for the headline, thisstory
has not been edited by The Telegraph
Online staff and has been published from
asyndicated feed.

1

TR A\

tion to several problems, including
the Kolkata Police denying victims
of post-€election violenceto meet with
him despite hispermission.Moreover,
the governor mentioned that other Rgj
Bhavan-based police officershad en-
couraged and promoted fabricated
claims made by a female employee
during April-May 2024.Bose also
brought up the supposed new prac-
tice of the Kolkata Police, in defiance
of the Governor's office, of provid-
ing identity cardsto Ra) Bhavan em-
ployees and frisking them when they
enter and leave.

05 Homtane

and later annexed the territory, a
move not widely recognized by the
international community.The Isragli
strike on Saturday reportedly killed
“a key operative in Hezbollah's
Aerial Defence Unit,” according to
the military.Throughout Sunday,
Hezbollah announced four additional
attackson Isragli military sitesacross
the border using barrages of rockets
and some guided missiles. Isragli au-
thorities reported four wounded.In a
video from Mount Hermon, Gallant
asserted that “even if there is a
ceasefire” in Gaza, Israel would “con-
tinue fighting and doing everything
necessary to bring about the desired
result” in its campaign against
Hezbollah.The cross-border violence
has resulted in at least 497 deaths in
L ebanon, predominantly fighters but
also including 95 civilians, accord-
ingtoan AFPtally. Onthelsragli Side,
at least 16 soldiers and 11 civilians
have been killed, as per Israeli au-
thorities. The conflict has displaced
tens of thousands of residents from
the border areas in both southern
L ebanon and northern Israel.
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