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In atwist to the Prajwal Revanna
sex scandal case, arrested BJP |eader
G Devargie Gowdaon Friday alleged
that Karnataka Deputy Chief Minis-
ter DK Shivakumar offered him Rs
100 crore to implicate former Chief
Minister and JD-S state President HD
Kumaraswamy for circulating the
explicit videos.He said that it was
Shivakumar who planned the entire
scheme and obtained apen drive, car-
rying explicit videos involving
Revannafrom hisdriver, inanalleged
attempt to implicate Kumaraswamy
and PM Modi falsdly."l was told to
make a statement that it was
Kumaraswamy who circulated the
pen drives containing sex videos. But
it was Shivakumar who obtained the
pen drive from Karthik Gowda, who
worked as a driver for Prajwal
Revanna, and planned the entire epi-
sode," Gowda said.The arrested
leader further alleged that the Con-
gress leaders also planned to malign
theimageof PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi by linking him to the infamous
sex scandal case." They had planned
in a big way to bring disrepute to
Prime Minister Modi,
Kumaraswamy, and the BJP. They
offered me Rs 100 crore and sent Rs
5 crore as advance to Room No. 110
at Bowring Club. A local leader from
Channarayapatna, Gopalaswamy,
was sent to negotiate the deal,"
Devarg e Gowdaclaimed.Gowdafur-
ther claimed that the Deputy CM even
sent him Rs 5 crore in advance to
make such statements and it was his
refusal to do so that landed himinjail
In a false case adding that he would
expose Shivakumar as soon as he is
out of theprison.”l havetheaudio re-

cordings of Shivakumar's conversa- | ing

tions. | will release them assoon as|
amreleased," hesaid. Theleader said
ateam of four Congressministers, in-
cluding Cheluvarayaswamy, Krishna
Byre Gowda, and Priyank Kharge,
was formed to handle the develop-
ments relating to the sex video
scandal."After | refused the offer,
police cases were lodged against me
and | was arrested. | am ready to ex-
pose him (Shivakumar) oncel amre-
leased. The Congress government
will to collapsein Karnataka," he said
while speaking to the mediafrom the
police vehicle.On Friday, Gowda,
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) |eader
and Advocate G Devarage Gowda,
who was arrested in another sexua
harassment case, was sent to judicia
custody.The controversy revolves
around the pen drives containing ex-
plicit videos involving JD(S) MLA
Prajwal Revanna, which surfaced just
days before the second phase of poll-
ing on April 26.

'

Speculatlon about a BJP lobby

"conspiring” to oust Yogi
Adityanath as chief minister had
been swirling in and around the
Gorakhnath temple for months if
not years, long before Arvind
Kgriwal expressed thesuspicionin
public.Conversations with several
temple employees, local BJP poli-
ticians and ordinary devotees in
Gorakhpur suggested they were
staunchly behind their "Mahargjji"
and former MP, and expected him
to outwit hisenemies.Kgriwal had
last week claimed that if Narendra
Modi was re-elected, Adityanath
would be sacked as chief minister,
apparently to pavetheway for Amit
Shah to succeed Modi as Prime
Minister. The Aam Admi Party
chief this week underscored that
none from the BJP had contested
his claim.At the Gorakhnath
temple, where Adityanath is the
Mahant, al thisisold hat."We are
not surprised at what the AAP chief
said. We believe that even
Maharajji suspects it," a temple
employee said, asking not to be
identified." There was a time in
2019 when we cameto know about
a plan to send him back (from
Lucknow) to his mutt in
Gorakhpur. But he's a fighter and
wouldn't give up easily even if
Modi insists."He added: "It was
Shah who decided to make him
Uttar Pradesh chief minister after
the BJP won the 2017 Assembly
elections." The temple employee
said: "But he (Shah) soon realised
that Mahargjji had silently taken his
place in the party hierarchy. Since
then, he has been trying to harm
Mahargjji." Asked about Kejriwal's
comments by the media in
Gorakhpur early this week,
Adityanath had walked away, say-
. "They (those making the
claim) should think about their own

o LEALE

A new video hasemerged from Del hi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal's resi-
dence which shows Swati Maliwal be-
ing escorted out by the police and secu-
rity guards.The incident occurred on

Monday, the same day that theAAPMP |

alleged being assaulted by the Chief
Minister's aideBibhav Kumarln her
FIR, Ms Maliwal aleged that she was
brutally assaulted by Bibhav Kumar
when she went to the Chief Minister's
residence. She alleged that she was
kicked, punched and abused by Mr
Kumar, who is the personal secretary
to Mr Kejriwal. The 39-year-old also
said that her clothes were torn, and she
received severeinjurieson her head and
her leg during the assault.But in the new
CCTV footaﬂa,Swati Maliwaldoes not
n B
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problems."Defence minister
Rajnath Singh made atepid attempt
to deflect the controversy at apub-
lic meeting in Lucknow, saying:
"Yogi Adityanath has been one of
the best chief ministers of UR"A
local BJPleader in Gorakhpur, who
sought anonymity, endorsed
Kegriwal's clam."Why wasYogi's
image absent from the bannersand
hoardings of Modi in Uttar Pradesh
during thefirst three phasesof poll-
ing? They released a few banners
of Modi and Yogi during thefourth
phase after Samajwadi chief
Akhilesh Yadav began ridiculing
us," he said.Akhilesh had under-
lined that "one engine was miss-
ing from the government of double
engine". A "double-enginegovern-
ment" isaModi coinage about the
sameparty beinginpower inastate
and at the Centre.Kgjriwal's claim
has seemingly been bolstered by
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, the
controversial MP of Kaisergan
and former head of the Wrestling
Federation of India, whom some
top wrestlers have accused of
sexual harassment.Last week,
asked who his leader was, Brij
Bhushan told the media it was
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Asked specifically about
Adityanath, he remained silent.
Pressed, he eventually said: "The
PM is our leader and Yogiji is the
CM of URP."Many here believethat
Adityanath wanted the BJP to dis-
tanceitself from Brij Bhushan fol-
lowing the harassment allegations
but Modi and Shah stuck by him.
The party hasfielded hisson Karan
Bhushan Singh from Kaisergan
thistime."Wedon't know what will
happen but the chief minister
spends more time in the mutt than
at the chief minister'sofficeor resi-
dence," Satya Prakash, a regular
visitor to thetemple, said.He aired
the commonly held suspicion here
that one way for the party brassto
get rid of Adityanath would be to
ask him to choose between the muitt
and the chief minister's chair."He
holds a Janata Darbar every fort-
night at the temple and personally
ensures that the complainants are
satisfied with hisresponse. He used
to hold such darbars (as MP) even

|I | | ]

appear to have any injuries and is
even seentrying to free herself fromthe
policewoman's grip.The Aam Aadmi
Party and Swati Maliwal have been trad-
ing bitter barbs as each pushed back
against the other over the latter's
clams. AAP leader Atishi accused Ms

Maliwal of colluding withthe Bharatig
n H A

s at hat Arvind Keirn T

before 2017 at the mutt,” Prakash
said."We have the impression that
if asked to give up one post, hewill
resign as chief minister. Being the
mahant of the Gorakhnath temple
IS more respectable than being
chief minister."Brajesh Kumar, a
Gorakhpur resident, described lo-
cal perceptions about how
Adityanath had outmanoeuvred
even the top party leadership."In
2021, Modi had sent Arvind Kumar
Sharma - aformer bureaucrat who
had served him in Gujarat and
Delhi before joining the BJP - to
L ucknow to keep an eyeon Yogiji.
Adityanath was asked to appoint
Sharma as deputy chief minister
but he stonewalled the idea,"
Kumar said."Later that year, when
Baby Rani Maurya resigned as
Uttarakhand governor and returned
to the Uttar Pradesh BJP, we were
again apprehensive that she would
replace Yogiji. But he again
survived."Sharma was later ap-
pointed urban development minis-
ter of Uttar Pradesh. Mauryaisthe
state's women and child devel op-
ment minister.Adityanath hasinthe
past acknowledged Shah's role in
his elevation as chief minister. He
has described how Shah, then BJP
president, had called him after the
2017 election results and told him
"a helicopter has reached
Gorakhpur, come to Delhi
immediately".However,
Adityanath's supporters say, sev-
era state BJP leaders had earlier
tried to queer his pitch during the
Assembly elections by trying to
project him as anti-party.Sunil
Singh, a former president of the
Hindu Yuva Vahini - a militia
founded by Adityanath inthe 1990s
- fielded many of his colleagues
from several Assembly seatsin the
Gorakhpur division against the of -
ficial party nominees, claiming he
had Adityanath's blessings.It was
later clarified that Singh and those
he had fielded had all left the
Vahini and had no links with
Adityanath. After becoming chief
minister, Adityanath dissolved the
Vahini.Singh later joined the
Samajwadi Party and declared the
BJP would soon humiliate some of
its leaders, including Adityanath.
|

Inara SHore

Janata Party to discredit the party dur-
ing the general election. Theincident has
triggered apolitical storm. The BJP has
heavily criticised Mr Kegjriwal for his
silence, with its spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatiaeven going asfar aslabelling Mr
Kgriwal the"main criminal” dueto his

B9 apparent inaction during the assault.Mr

Kegriwal deflected questions regarding

| the incident during a press conference

in Lucknow yesterday, where he ap-
peared alongside Samajwadi Party (SP)
chief Akhilesh Yadav and AAP MP
Sanjay Singh. Mr Singh, addressing the
press, acknowledged Mr Kumar's mis-
conduct and deflected criticism towards
the BJP, demanding accountability for
variouswomen'sissues under their gov-

ernance.
N - H H B
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TheKoh-i-noor, adazzling 105.6-carat dia-
mond, is a famed member of the Crown Jew-
elsinthe UK, currently held by King Charles
[11 and Queen consort Camilla.

The cursed legacy of Koh-i-noor _

Despite its name meaning "Mountain of
Ll%h_t" in Persian, the Koh-i-noor is believed
to bring misfortuneto its male owners. Recent
discussions arise as King Charles |11 faces a
health challenge.

Origin and prestige of Koh-i-noor
 Discoveredin Kollur Mines, Gol conda, dur-
ing the Kakatiya Dynasty'srule, the Koh-i-noor
became a coveted jewel, leading to conflicts
between rulers eager to claim it asatrophy.

Peacock throne: A diamond's central stage

Shah Jahan, in 1628, commissioned amag-

e

|

| NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNAL-

| ISM): Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu

| Deo Sai has announced the complimentar
distribution of 'Exam Warriors," a boo

|authored by Prime Minister Narendra

| Modi, to students in grades 9th to 12th,
starting from the upcoming academic
| session.On Tuesday, the corridors of the
| Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly reso-
| nated with youthful vigor as students from
| the tribal-dominated Jashpur district, fresh
| from their educational voyage to eminent
| institutionslike ISRO and I T Madras, ex-
| perienced the legislative proceedings for
| the first time.Guided by the vision to ig-
nite a passion for science and technol o_?y
| among students,Chief Minister Sai facili-
tated the enlightening journey of students

i Pl
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from Jashpur to ISRO and [ T Madras.Rep-
resenting various schoolsincluding Swami
Atmanand English Medium School,
Pathal gaon, Bagicha, and Jashpur, Sankalp
Shikshan Sansthan Kunkuri, and Higher
Secondary Girls School Bagicha, these stu-
dents embarked on a captivating explora-
tion of space research and technical
innovation.During their interaction with
Chief Minister Sai, students conveyed their
delight at the enriching experiences gar-
nered during their visitsto ISRO and 11 T-
Madras.They recounted their awe-inspiring
encounters with space technology at the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) in
Sriharikota and the insightful immersion
into the heritage and achievements of [T
Madras.Theinitiative received commenda-
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tion from School Education Minister
Brijmohan Agrawal, who emphasized the
transformative potential of such educa-
tional escapades.He underscored the sig-
nificance of broadening students' horizons
be?/_or]d conventional academics, nurturing
holistic development, and fostering aspirit
of inquiry among them.Capturing memo-
rable momentswith Chief Minister Sai, the
students expressed gratitude for the oppor-
tunity to witness democracy in action and
engage with visionary leaders. As they de-
parted from the hallowed halls of the L eg-
Islative Assembly, they carried them not
only cherished memories but also a re-
newed zeal to pursue knowledge and con-
tribute to the progress of their communi-
ties and the nation at large.

nificent Peacock Throne adorned with rubies, |
emeralds, and the Koh-i-noor. The throne | '
ained fame, but the diamond faced turmoil as |
the Mughal Empire expanded. |
The diamond's travels and wars |
From Nader Shah's armband to the Sikh
ruler Ranjit Singh's possession, the Koh-i-noor | ,
journeyed through wars, chana?l ng hands be- |
tween Hindu, Persian, Mughal, Afghan, and |

o st sl o i el

Sikh rulers.

The British connection

In 1849, the British East India Company

seized the Koh-i-noor after imprisoning Ranjit
Singh's family. Throughout history, any ruler
possessing the diamond faced a downfall.

The East India Company's fate

The Revolt of 1857 nearly destroyed the
East India Company, raising questions about
whether they were aware of the Koh-i-noor
curse. The British Royals, cautious of this be-
lief, avoided male heirs wearing the diamond.

Royal heirs and Koh-i-noor

To avert the curse, only female members of
the British Royal family have worn the Koh-i-
noor. Queen Victoria, Queen Alexandra, Queen
Mother, and Queen Elizabeth 11 al adorned the
diamond during special occasions.

Controversies and demands

Callsto return the Koh-i-noor to India per-
s<t, with demandsand protests against the UK.
Despite the controversies, the diamond remains
an integral part of the British Crown
jewels.Centuries after its discovery, the Koh-
I-noor continuesto captivate, with legendsand
folktalessurrounding itscurse still believed by
many.

Nawaz Shanf or

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOUR-
NALISM): Pakistan is holding its
12th national general elections on
Thursday, February 8, to elect anew

NEW DELHI ROYAL JOURNALISM):
| Republican presidential aspirant
| Nikki Haley on Wednesday said that
| India wants to be a partner with the
lUS, but as of now they don't trust
: Americansto lead. The Indian-Ameri-

can presidential aspirant also said that
| India has played smart in the current
| global situation and stayed closewith
| Russia.Nikki Haley, in an interview
lwith Fox Business News, said that,
asof now, Indiaseesthe United States
asweak, reported news agency PTI."|
have got to say, | have dealt with In-
diatoo. | have talked with Modi. In-
diawantsto beapartner with us. They
don't want to be a partner with Rus-
sa. Theproblemis, Indiadoesn't trust
usto win. They don't trust usto lead.
They see right now that we're weak.

-

.~ 1

government, with multiple crises '-

plaguing the nuclear-armed country
of 241 million.Nawaz Sharif's Paki-
stan Muslim League Nawaz will
likely emerge as the single-largest
party and Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's
Pakistan Peoples Party as a distant
second followed by the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf of Imran Khan and
other parties, The News
reported.While former prime minis-
ter Imran Khanremainsinjail, Nawaz
Sharif isti ﬁped toemergeasthemain
face for the prime minister's post.
Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf or PTI candidates are contest-
ing the polls independently after the
Supreme Court upheld the decision
of the election commission to deprive
the PTI of itsiconic election symbol
cricket 'bat’.Nawaz Sharif, 74, will be
eyeing the ﬁrlme ministership for a
record fourth timein Thursday's el ec-
tion. The contest also involves the
PPP of Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, who
has been declared asthe party'sprime
minister face.But whoever wins the
February 8 dectionswill find adaunt-
ing task ahead due to the dwindling
economy and deteriorating security
situation. Last year, Pakistan nar-
rowly averted a default when the In-
ternational Monetary Fund or IMF
provided a$3 billion short-term loan.
Economic experts believe that the
new government would need an ur-
gent new IMF program on more strin-
gent conditions.Pakistan's over two
decades-old fight against terrorismis
also unravelling as the rebels have
resurged since 2021 after the Afghan

Taliban cameto power. The new gov-
ernment will find it tougher to deal
with the militancy of the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan and
Baloch nationalists.On its eastern
border, fresh tensions have risen af-
ter 1slamabad accused India of run-
ning an assassination campaign in-
side Pakistan that New India has re-
jected completely. India on January
25 strongly rejected Pakistan's asser-
tion of evidence implicating Indian
agentsin the targeted killings of two
Pakistani citizensonitssoil, dismiss-
ing it as"false and malicious anti-In-
dia propaganda'.How India sees Pa-
kistan election 2024?India is also
going to the Lok Sabha elections by
May, and a return to power for the
NarendraModi-led government with
a heavy mandate could further com-
plicate matters for Pakistan's new
government.The extent of the Paki-
stan Army'sinfluence on the country's
politics has become widely
recognised, with allegations of elec-
tion manipulation to favour its pre-
ferred candidates. In the 2018 elec-
tions, the Pakistan Army effectively
"selected" Imran Khan, acricket icon-
turned-politician, to replace Nawaz

India has always played it smart.
They have played it smart, and they
have stayed close with Russia, be-
cause that's where they get a lot of
their military equipment,"” she
said."When we start to lead again,
when we start to get the weakness out
and stop putting our head inthe sand,
that's when our friends, India, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, all of them will
-- and Israel, Japan, South Korea --
al of them want to do that...," Haley
said."Indiagavethemselvesahillion-
dollar stimulusto become |ess depen-
dent on China," she told Fox Busi-
ness News, adding that the US needs
to start building up its alliances.
Meanwhile,Nikki Haley recently
faced a setbackas Grand Old Party
(GOP) voters collectively chose the

Sharif as the leader of the PML(N).
Imran Khan assumed the role of
prime minister after Nawaz Sharif's
conviction, although Nawaz Sharif
was subsequently permitted to leave
the country, and only returned in Oc-
tober 2023, when suddenly all the
cases against him vanished into thin
air.Experts have indicated that this
time, Nawaz Sharif hasthe blessings
of the army."What is scheduled to
happen on February 8 seemslesslike
an election and more like a selection
because Pakistan's Army has shown
us in the past few days what result
they are desiring in the upcoming
elections. They want Nawaz Sharif to
be selected,” news agency ANI
guoted former high commissioner of
India to Islamabad Ajay Bisaria as
saying.ln the Pakistan election 2024,
Pakistan Army chief general Asim
Munir will consolidate his authority
over the political leadership of the
country. Theelectionsare significant
as for the first time in the history of
Pakistan, the popularity of acivilian
leader (Imran Khan) challenged the
dominance of the army.New Delhi
would be closely monitoring all ac-
tivities in its neighbouring country
ahead of the elections, particularly
focusing on the Pakistan Army's in-
volvement in selecting the next prime
minister. Indiahas persistently raised
concerns about Pakistan's ongoing
support for terrorism, prompting the
Narendra Modi-led government to
adopt astricter stance on national se-
curity matters."India has dealt with
Pakistan's generals who took charge
of the country before. But General
Munir'squest for greater control may
not be the movie we have seen be-
fore. To be sure, the dominant as-

"none of these candidates" option on
the ballot in the Nevada primary.
Haley had hoped to position herself
as a genuine competitor against Tru
mp but ended up losing to the 'none
of these candidates option, becom-
ing the first presidential candidate to
face such a defeat since the option
was introduced in Nevadain 1975.

Jawal BhwfosZardart? What does it mean for India’

sumptionin Delhi isthat nothing ever
changes in Pakistan. And that
Pakistan'sgeneralswill muddle along
as they retain hold over Pakistan.
Munir, however, is taking control
amid the growing prospect that the
old order in Pakistan isbecoming un-
sustainable,” The Indian Express
quoted geopolitical expert C Raa
Mohan as saying.ln recent state-
ments, Nawaz Sharif has shown a
willingnessto engage with Indiaand
has recognised the neighbouring
country's global progress. However,
his party's manifesto statesacommit-
ment to pursue peace with Indiaonly
if New Delhi reversesits decision to
revoke Article 370, which granted
specia status to Jammu and Kashm
ir.Moneycontrol reported that a sig-
nificant achievement of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's foreign policy
has been the marginalisation of Pa-
kistan in Indias diplomatic agenda,
a strategy that has proven effective
thus far. This aﬁproach alows India
to remain nonchalant about shiftsin
power in Islamabad while still adher-
Ing to the principle articulated by
former Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee: "We can changeour friends
but not our neighbours.”
Pakistan suspends mobile
phone services

On Thursday, Pakistan temporarily
suspended mobile phone services to
strengthen security as voting began
in the country's national election, the
interior  ministry  said.The
government's decision comesamid a
rise in militant attacks in the run-up
to the election and a day after Imran
Khan urged his supporters to wait
outside polling booths after voting
until results are announced.
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