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Bengallry to gt new airport,
miniger MB Petl sares plans

Bengaluru (Karnataka) [India],
Emphasising the rapi idly growing global
city of Bengaluru's need for another inter-
national airport with an annual capacity of
handling 100 million passengers, M B Pxtil,
Minister for Infrastructure, stated on
Wednesday that the construction of a sec-
ond airport for the city is certain.Speaking
at a press conference at Vidhana Soudha
the Minister noted that a land parcel of
about 4,500-5,000 acres will be required
for the pro oposed arport.A high-level com-
mittee will make the appropri ate decision,
takin edq several factors into account, he

‘Currently, KIA, which is the third
busest arportinthe country after Mumbai
and Delhi, has an annual capacity of han-
dling 52 million passengers and 0.71 mil-
lion tonnes of cargo. Further expansions
could optimisethesefiguresto 110 million
passengers and 1.10 million tonnes of
car 0. The airport is expected to reach its

handling capacity by 2035, both in
terms of Passengers and cargo. Thereafter,
there will be no scope for further bUI|dI ng
runways, as it already has two," he ex-
plained. Regardi n%theTamrI Nadu govern
ment' sdeuaon tobuild anairport at Hosur
following Karnataka'sinitiation of talksfor
asecond airport for Bengaluru, Patil opined
that their decision would not affect
Karnataka." According to norms, before
arriving at adecision on the airport's loca-
tion, we need to consider ecological fac-
tors. Besides, connectivity, such as high-
ways, trains, and metro, should also be kept
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Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday
said the youth of the country have been
completely demoralised by unemploy-
ment and claimed their future is in
"limbo" due to the BJP's "anti-educa-
tion mindset".The former Congress
chief's remarks came over a media re-
port, which claimed that the salaries of
engineers graduating from the Indian
Institutes of Technology (I1Ts) in 2024
have experienced a decline due to the
slowdown in hiring." The ill-effects of
the economic slowdown are now being
faced by the country's most prestigious
institutes like 11 Ts. The continuous fall
in placementsfrom Il Tsand thedrop in
annual package are further hurting the
condition of the youth which is facing
the peak of unemployment,” Gandhi
saidinapost in Hindi on hisWhatsApp
channel. The Congress leader claimed
that 19% of the students could not get
campus placement in 2022 and the same
rate doubled to 38% this year."When
thisisthe condition of the most famous
and respected educational institutions
of the country, what will be the plight
of the rest of the institutions!" Gandhi
said."Today the youth is completely
demoralised by unemployment - parents
are spending lakhs to get professional
education, while students are forced to
study by taking loans at high interest
rates. Then not getting ajob or ordinary
incomeisonly causing adeclineintheir
financial condition," he added.Gandhi
said this is the result of the "anti-edu-
cation" mindset of the BJP duetowhich
the future of the meritorious youth of
this country is in "limbo".Does the
Modi government have any planto free
the hardworking youth of India from
thiscrisis?he asked. The opposition will
continue to raise the voice of the youth
with all its might and will hold the gov-
ernment accountablefor this"injustice”,
Gandhi said.
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Bypolls for 13 Assembly seats
across seven states were conducted,
marking thefirst significant el ectoral
event after the general
elections. These polls aimed to elect
new Members of the Legislative
Assembly (MLAS) for seats vacated
by lawmakers who contested Lok
Sabha elections. The outcomes are
expected to influence the political
dynamics of both ruling and oppo-
sition parties in these states.The
bypollsplacein West Bengal (4 seats
Himachal Pradesh (3 seats),
Uttarakhand (2 seats), and one seat
each in Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Bihar, and Punjab. These va-
cancies arose due to the demise or
resignation of incumbent members.

Sate-wise voter turnout

In Himachal Pradesh, where
bypolls were needed following res-
ignations of Independent members
who joined BJP, it was adirect con-
test between Congress and BJP.
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu'swife Kamlesh Thakur made
her electoral debut from Dehra in
Kangra district. This constituency
was created after delimitation in
2010, and Congress has never won
here.The Chief Minister campaigned
vigorously in Dehra compared to
other seats to secure a win for
Kamlesh Thakur against BJP's
Hoshiyar Singh. Election officials

A

The Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), in its chargesheet, said the 1994
| SRO espionage case, in which former
space scientist Nambi Narayanan was
falsely implicated, wasallegedly created
by a then special branch officer of
Kerala police to justify his illegal de-
tention of a Maldivian woman in India
after she spurned hisadvances.The cen-
tral probe agency filed a chargesheet in
the last week of June but became pub-
lic on Wednesday against five former
police officersfor alegedly implicating
Narayanan and five others, including
two Maldivian women, in the espionage
case.The CBI told a court in
Thiruvananthapuram that the then spe-
cial branch officer S Vijayan, who re-
tired as an SP, took away the travel
documents and air tickets of Maldivian
national Mariyam Rasheeda, preventing
her from leaving the country, as she
spurned his advances.The agency fur-
ther said that Vijayan then found out that
shewas in contact with an ISRO scien-
tist - D Shasikumaran - and based on
that a surveillance was mounted on
Rasheeda and her Maldivian friend
Fauzia Hasan.The police had aso in-
formed the Subsidiary Intelligence Bu-
reau (SIB) about the women, but the IB
officers who examined the foreign na-
tionals could not find anything suspi-
cious, the CBI said.Thereafter,
Rasheeda was arrested under the For-
eignersAct for overstaying in the coun-
try without avalid visawith the knowl-
edge of the then Commissioner of Po-
lice, Thiruvananthapuram and then SIB
Deputy Director, the CBI said.When
Rasheeda's custody under the Foreign-
ers Act was about to expire, on the ba-
sis of a false report submitted by
Vijayan, she and Hasan wereimplicated
in a case under the Official SecretsAct
and their custody was handed over to
an SIT formed to probe the espionage
issue, the CBI said in its charge
sheet.Subsequently, the SIT arrested
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reported that Himachal saw over 71%
voter turnout till 7 p.m., with largely
peaceful polling. Nal agarh recorded
the highest polling at 78%, followed
by Hamirpur at 67.7% and Dehra at
65.42%.In Bihar's Rupauli Assembly
segment in Purnea district, RID can-
didate Bima Bharti, the only woman
among 11 candidates, registered a
52.75% turnout till 6 p.m. Bharti had
resigned from this seat to contest Lok
Sabha elections and faced JD-U's
Kaadhar Mandal. Severa violent in-
cidents occurred during the day, in-
juring four people, including an
SHO.Allegations surfaced that dis-
trict police forcibly stopped people
from voting, leading to clashes and
stone-pelting. The police denied these
clams. In Gorier village, independent
candidate Shankar Singh's wife ac-
cused police of baton-charging vot-
ers and staged a dharna before vot-
ing resumed peacefully.
West Bengal sees mixed turn-
out

West Bengal held bypolls for
Raiganj, Ranaghat-Dakshin, Bagda,
and Maniktala seats amid violence
and alleged malpractices. By 5 p.m.,
voter turnout stood at 62.71%. The
Chief Electora Officer'soffice stated
that final polling percentages would
be available on Thursday after tabu-
lating reports from various
booths. The highest polling percent-

IO

four ISRO scientists including
Narayanan, the CBI added.Inthecharge
sheet, the CBI has said that its probe
reveal ed that the espionage case was an
"abuse of law right from the initial
stage" when Maldivian national
Mariyam Rasheeda was detained ille-
gally and framed for overstaying in the
country for allegedly spurning the ad-
vances of Vijayan."To sustain the ini-
tial wrongs, another case of serious na-
ture was launched with false interroga-
tion reports against the victims (includ-
ing Narayanan and others)," the agency
has said in its final report recommend-
ing the prosecution of former DGPsRB
Sreekumar and Siby Mathews, former
SPs S Vijayan and KK Joshua and ex-
intelligence officer PS Jayaprakash.The
agency has charged them under various
provisions of the | PC including sections
120B (criminal conspiracy), 342
(wrongful confinement), 323 (voluntar-
ily causing hurt), 330 (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt to extract a confession), 167
(public servant framing an incorrect
document), 193 (giving false evidence),
354 (outrage modesty of awoman).The
agency, however, did not recommend
prosecution of the other 13 accused,
including then Keralapolice and 1B of -
ficers, in the case as no evidence was
available against them.Reacting to the
development, Narayanan on \WWednesday
said that as an individual he was not
concerned whether the charge-sheeted

el

age was recorded in Ralganj at
67.12%, while Maniktala saw the

lowest at 51.39%. In Punjab's
Jalandhar West (SC) constituency,
over 51% polling was recorded till 5
p.m., where Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann campaigned extensively for
AAP candidate Mohinder Bhagat.
Madhya Pradesh records high
turnout

Madhya Pradesh witnessed a high
voter turnout of 78.38% inAmarwara
Assembly seat in Chhindwara dis-
trict-previoudy astronghold of senior
Congress leader Kamal Nath. The
bypoll was necessitated by Congress
MLA Kamlesh Shah resigning and
joining BJP, which fielded him as
their candidate.Uttarakhand saw var-
ied turnouts with Badrinath record-
ing alow of 47.68%, while Manglaur
had a high of 67.28%. In Tamil
Nadu's Vikravandi Assembly seat,
where DMK faced NDA constituent
PMK without AIADMK contesting,
aturnout of 77.73% wasrecorded till
5p.m.Theelectionresultsfor all these
seats will be announced on July 13.
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former police and IB officerswere pun-
ished or not ashisrolein the matter was
over."They have aready been punished.
They are already suffering. | have no
desire that they should go to jail. | do
not even expect an apology from them.
| would have been happy if they just
said that they had made a mistake,"
Narayanan told reporters. The scientist
said that hisinnocence was revealed in
1996 and since then he fought a legal
battle for 20 years to find out who was
behind the conspiracy to frame him."|
have proved my innocence. My work
isover," hesaid.On April 15, 2021, the
apex court had ordered that the report
of a high-level committee on the role
of erring police officials in the 1994
espionage case involving ISRO scien-
tist Narayanan be given to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).The
Kerala police had registered two cases
in October 1994 after Maldivian na-
tional Mariyam Rasheeda was arrested
in Thiruvananthapuram for allegedly
obtaining secret drawings of ISRO
rocket engines to sell to
Pakistan.Narayanan, the then director of
the cryogenic project at the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO), was ar-
rested along with the then | SRO deputy
director D Sasikumaran and Fousiya
Hasan, a Maldivian friend of
Rasheeda. The CBI probe had found the
allegations to be false. Terming the po-
lice action against the former | SRO sci-
entist "psychopathological treatment,”
the apex court had, in September 2018,
stated that his"liberty and dignity,” ba-
sic to his human rights, were
jeopardised as he was taken into cus-
tody and, despite all the glory of the
past, was eventually compelled to face
"cynical abhorrence." The apex court
had al so awarded a compensation of Rs
50 lakh to Narayanan as compensation
for wrongful imprisonment, malicious
prosecution and humiliation suffered by

him.
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Probatioggrd%/ IAS officer Puja Khedkar
has made headlines after being transferred
from Pune due to alleged misuse of power.
The controversy has brought to light de-
tailsabout her civil services exam attempts,
showing that she claimed to be visually
impaired and mentally ill in her affidavit
to the Union Public Service Commission.In
an affidavit to the Union Public Service
Commission, Khedkar asserted that shewas
visually and mentally impaired to gain con-
cessions in the selection process. She re-
fused to undergo arequired medical exami-
nation six timesto verify her disabilities. It
remains uncertain how or why she was ap-
pointed if she repeatedly declined to take
the examination. Ms Khedkar, originally
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cused Sanjeeva Reddy, Rathod
Ravindar and Sudhakar, allegedly
created afake document showing that
they had an agreement with the own-
ers of the 57 acres to purchase the
entire land.Sangareddy: Three per-
sonsallegedly tried to sell land owned
by retired IPS officer S Prabhakar
Reddy and three others.According to
the police, Prabhakar Reddy, anative
of Andole, and three othersowned 57
acres of land at Etigadda near the
Andole mandal headquarters. The
accused - Sanjeeva Reddy, aresident
of Rykal village in Narayankhed
mandal, Rathod Ravindar and
Sudhakar, both residents of Kangti
mandal - allegedly created a fake
document showing that they had an
agreement with the owners of the 57
acres to purchase the entire
land.According to the document, the
trio agreed to purchasethe entireland
at Rs.39 lakh per acre and that they
had paid Rs 2 crore to the land own-
ers as the first installment. The trio
had also forged the signatures of the
four landowners.Producing the ac-
cused before the mediain Jogipet on
Wednesday, Inspector Anil Kumar
said thetrio had entered into an agree-
ment to sell the same piece of land to
a builder from Hyderabad, showing
the fake documents. The accused ac-
cepted Rs 11 lakh as advance from
the builder.When the builder cameto
see the land, the neighbours noticed
them and informed the landowners.
Prabhakar Reddy then took the issue
to the notice of Sangareddy SP
Chennuri Rupesh, who in turn or-
dered Jogipet Inspector Anil Kumar
to carry out an inquiry into theissue.
After the inquiry, the Jogipet police
nabbed Sanjeeva Reddy, Sudhakar
and Ravindar on Wednesday and
seized the forged documents.Anil
said Sanjeeva Reddy, who waswork-
ing as a land broker in the district,
was the mastermind of the entire
fraud. The three were produced be-
fore court and remanded in judicial
custody.
0N

from Ahmednagar, is an |AS officer from
the 2023 batch.According to unverified re-
ports, her initial test was scheduled at
Delhi’s All India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences in April 2022, which she missed,
claiming she had tested positive for
COVID-19.She also missed two scheduled

pointments in the following month, in-
cluding those in July and August. In Sep-
tember, she only partially attended a sixth
appointment, falling to undergo an MRI test
to assess her vision loss. The Commission
later contested her selection, and in Febru-
ary 2023, atribunal ruled against her. How-
ever, she still managed to have her civil ser-
vice appointment confirmed.Additionaly,
thereare concernsregarding MsKhedkar’s

PUvendulaResgnation: Jagan Has TheGuts?

From the last couple of weeks,
there have been rumors that Jagan
Mohan Reddy will resign as
Pulivendula MLA and make YS
Avinash Reddy resign to the Kadapa
Parliament.The plan isto contest for
Kadapa Parliament so that he can do
politics in Delhi and also lobby with
the Central Government to get immu-
nity from arrests.Minister Gottipati
Solves Three-Year Issue In 3
HoursAll thislooks simple on paper
but can potentially kill Jagan's Politi-
cal Career.If Jagan doesthis, we will
have by-electionsfor Pulivendulaand
Kadapa Parliament.Chandrababu's
Punch To MediaPulivendulawill be-
come vulnerable as the Ruling Party
will have a natural advantage in by-
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Captain Anshuman Singh's wife
Smriti and mother Manju had re-
ceived the martyr's Amanat Kirti
Chakrafromthe President just 3 days
ago.Captain Anshuman, who made
the supreme sacrifice for the country
in Siachen, has been awarded this
honor posthumously. Now his parents
have demanded achangeinthecrite-
riaof NOK inthe army.

Captain Anshuman's wife and
mother.

Captain Anshuman Singh madethe
supreme sacrificefor the country. He
was posthumously awarded the Kirti
Chakra. Threedaysago, the President
handed over this trust to Captain
Anshuman's wife Smriti and mother
Manju. This was a moment that
brought tearsto everyone'seyes. Here
the heroic tale of the martyred Cap-
tain was narrated. When the story of
hisbravery echoed in the country, the
pain of his parents was also heard.
NOK isone such pain of the martyr's
parents.The parents of Captain
Anshuman, who was martyred in
Siachen on 19 July last year, de-
manded a change in the criteria of
NOK intheArmy. Father Ravi Pratap
Singh said that he a so mentioned this
in his meeting with Rahul Gandhi.
Rahul Gandhi has assured that hewill
talk to Defense Minister Rajnath
Singh on thisissue.

What isNOK?

The full form of NOK isNext TO
Kin. It means the nearest relative. It
IS registered first in any job or ser-
vice. Insimplelanguage, itisjust like
a nominee in a bank. It can also be
called alega her. That is, if some-
thing happens to a person who isin
service, then the ex-gratiaamount or
al the amount due to him will be
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claim of OBC (Other Backward Classes)
status.Her falsified statements and the re-
sulting concessions enabled Ms Khedkar
to pass the highly competitive Civil Ser-
vices Exam despite achieving arelatively
low all-Indiarank of 841.MsKhedkar was
transferred from Pune to Washim after her
actions, including using asiren on her pri-
vate Audi sedan, were exposed. Pune Col-
lector Suhas Divase had written to the Chief

elections. Also, it is not Jagan who
will be the candidate there.You can
remember what happened to Kadapa
ML C when L ate Vivekananda Reddy
contested when TDPwasin power in
2014-19.

Now, A Film Titled 'Red Book'

It should be also noted that Jagan's
majority came down in recent
elections.And then, Jagan will have
to face YS Sharmila in the by-ele
ction.TDPcamevery closein Kadapa
Parliament even though it is athree-
way contest. If TDP supports Sharm
ilaindirectly, there can be abig upset
aswell. Thisisagamblenot evenwo
rth taking for Jagan.Already people
arespelling doomfor Y SR Congress.
If Kadapa or Pulivendulaor both are
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given to NOK only.When a cadet or
officer joins the army, his parents or
guardians names are recorded in the
NOK. When that cadet or officer gets
married, under the ordersof Marriage
and Unit Part 11, the name of the
person's spouse is recorded as the
person'snext of kininstead of the par-
ents.
Why isit necessary to register
NOK

If any emergency Situation arises
during training or serviceinthearmy,
thenitistheresponsibility of the con-
cerned unit to inform NOK. If some-
thing untoward happens during treat-
ment, then NOK isinformed about it
first. The honor and amount due to
the martyr is also paid to the closest
relativei.e. the spouse.

What did the martyr's parents

say?

Captain Anshuman's father Ravi
Pratap Singh said that the criteria set
for NOK is not correct. | have also
informed the Defense Minister about
this. He said that Anshuman's wife
doesnot livewith us now, she has not
told the reason why she does not live
with us. The marriage was five
monthsold, thereisno child, the par-
entsonly have aphoto with agarland
hanging on it. That is why we want
that the definition of NOK be fixed.
It should be decided that if the wife
of themartyr staysinthefamily, who
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Secretary of the Maharashtra government
requesting her reassignment.” The 2023
batch IAS officer will serve the remainder
of her probation as Supernumerary Assis-
tant Collector in Washim district,” stated
the order.In addition to using a siren, VIP
number plates, and a “Government of
Maharashtra” sticker, Ms Khedkar had
been found using Pune Additional Collec-
tor Ajay More's office in his absence. She
reportedly removed his nameplate and fur-
niture and even demanded
letterheads. These privileges are not avail-
able to junior officers on probation for 24
months. Reports suggest her father, a re-
tired administrative officer, had advocated
for her demands to be met.

lost, it will be acatastrophe. All these
hasslesare not worth it for Jagan who
already has enough problemsin hand.
He will try to appease the Center us-
ing Vijayasal Reddy likehedidinthe
last 6-7 years. Thistimeit isnot easy
for Modi and Shah to play double
gameasthe NDA isdependent onthe
numbers of the TDP.
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has how much dependency. | have
demanded the same from Rahul
Gandhi aswell. He has assured that |
will talk to Rajnath Singh. Martyr
Captain's mother Manju said that
whatever happened to meisfine, but
this should not happen to anyone in
the future.
Hewas martyred in Siachen,
got married 5 months ago

Martyr Anshuman'sfamily livesin
Deoria. At thetime of hismartyrdom
on 19 July 2023, he was posted on
the Siachen Glacier. Here, in an acci-
dent, he was badly burnt while sav-
ing his comrades from the fire. This
fire had broken out in the army bun-
ker. Anshuman wasfar away fromthe
bunker in which the fire had broken
out, but when he saw that his com-
radesweretrappedinthefire, hewent
into that bunker without caring for his
life and took out his three comrades.
Dueto being badly burnt, Anshuman
Singhwasairlifted to Chandigarh for
treatment but he could not be saved.
Five months ago, Anshuman got mar-
ried to Smriti Singh, an engineer by
profession. She works in a multina-
tional company in Noida.

Captain Anshuman wasin the
Army's Medical Corps

Captain Anshuman Singh was a
part of the military's medical corps.
Martyr Captain Anshuman'swife said
that they met in engineering college.
Later he was selected in Pune's Ar-
mored Force Medical College. After
doing MBBS, he became apart of the
army'smedical corps. Hewastrained
iInAgra'smilitary hospital. After this,
he was posted in Jammu and then in
Siachen. After 8 years of long dis-
tance relationship, Captain Anshu
man got married in February last year.
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