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By il L MOLAMLISH

HAL'sstrategic move: To export SU-30 fighter |ets soon

India is poised to make a significant
mark on the global defence landscapewith
ongoing discussions between state-owned
Hindustan Aeronautics (HAL) and various
global defenceforcesregarding the produc-
tion and export of the Sukhoi Su-30 fighter
jets.This development signifies a major
leap in India's aerospace capabilities and
reflects the nation’s growing prowess in
defence manufacturing.Strategic Collabo-
rations and AgreementsSources within the
defence and security establishment have
confirmed to Financial Express.com, "HAL
isin active talks to build these fighter jets
at its Nashik facility. Russia, the original
manufacturer of the Sukhoai jets, has agreed
to support this production effort, reinforc-
ing the strategic partnership between the
two countries.""This collaboration under-
scores a broader agreement between India
and Russiato encourage joint manufactur-
ing and technology transfer, as highlighted
during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
recent visit to Moscow," they
explained.Both nations have committed to
fostering joint venturesfor the maintenance
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India, which pipped China to be-
come the most populated country in
2023, islikely to witness its popul a-
tion peak in 2062 at 1.701 billion,
according to United Nations World
Population Prospects report released
on Thursday.The global organisation
noted that countries with demo-
graphic dividend need to movefaster
to capitalise on the opportunity.”In
about 100 countries or areas, the
working-age population (between 20
and 64 years) will grow through
2054, offering awindow of opportu-
nity known as the demographic divi-
dend. To capitalise on this opportu-
nity, countries must invest in educa-
tion, health, and infrastructure, and
implement reformsto createjobsand
Improve government efficiency,” it
noted.The global population is ex-
pected to peak around mid-2080s
with 10.3 billion compared with 8.2
billion in 2024."The size of the
world's population in 2100 is now
expected to be six percent lower-or
700 million fewer-than anticipated a
decade ago,” UN said."By the late
2070s, the global population aged 65
and older isprojected toreach 2.2 bil-
lion, exceeding the number of chil-
dren under 18," it further
added.According to thereport, onein
four people live in a country whose
population has peaked.While 63
countries witnessed their population
peak until 2024, another 48 arelikely
to witnessthe peaks between now and
2054."Intheremaining 126 countries,
including India, Indonesia, Nigeria,
Pakistan and the United States of
America, the population is expected
to increase through 2054 and, poten-
tialy, to peak in the second half of
the century or later," it said. The re-
port highlighted that global life ex-
pectancy was on the rise again in
2024, reaching 73.3 years, after it de-
clined to 70.9 years during the pan-
demic.

and production of Russian-origin defence
equipment under the Make-in-India pro-
gram. Thisinitiative aimsto meet the needs
of the Indian Armed Forces and facilitate
subsequent exports to friendly third coun-
tries, marking a significant milestone in
India's defence export strategy.

Enhancing the Su-30MKI Fleet

HAL'sNashik division hasalready dem-
onstrated its capability by overhauling the
Sukhoi-30MKI fighter jets. Recently, the
defence secretary handed over the 100th
overhauled Su-30MKI to the Indian Air
Force (IAF), lauding HAL's efforts in es-
tablishing a robust Repair and Overhaul
(ROH) facility. Despite supply chain chal-
lenges caused by the current geopolitical
situation, HAL’s Nashik division has
achieved a peak overhaul capacity of 20
Sukhoi-30MKI aircraft per year. The estab-
lishment of the ROH facility in 2014 wasa
pioneering move, making it the first of its
kind globally. HAL has mastered ROH
technology with invaluable support from
the |AF, regulatory bodies, and private in-
dustries, positioning itself as a key player
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That electric future may still be
buffering. Asif falling saleswere not
enough, electric vehicles (EV) in In-
dia are now seeing their thunder be-
ing stolen smoothly by alternative
modes ranging from hybrid to even
compressed natural gas (CNG).Ever
since the expiry of FAME 2, the in-
centive-based scheme government
had for electric vehicles (primarily
two-wheelers), on March 31, sales
have been down in the dumps. This,
despite having astop-gap measurein
place. While EV salesgrew fromjust
around one per cent post-Covid to
above 6 per cent last year, they are
nowhere closeto, say, China's 37 per
cent or Europe's 24 per cent.If that
wasn't enough, it seemsthat for Indi-
ans the journey of giving up the tra-
ditional ICE engine does not auto-
matically lead to adopting an electric
car or two-wheeler. Of particular in-
terest has been hybrid vehicles that
are surprisingly going up the popu-
larity charts. Hybrids are usually ve-
hicles that have more than one mode
of engine, usually atraditional inter-
nal combustion engine (ICE) aswell
as an electric motor, and the driver
can switch between the two depend-
ing on the driving requirements.For
example, hybrid vehicles have been
outselling pure EV's since the end of

2023. And that's quite an achievement
considering that hybrids cost more
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Two of the accused are 15 years
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in the aerospace sector.

Upgrading the Su-30MKI Fleet

In asignificant boost to India’s defence
capabilities, HAL, with support from the
Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), will undertakeaRs
60,000 crore upgrade of the Su-30MKI
fighter jet fleet. Approved by the defence
ministry, this project aims to enhance the
aircraft’s capabilitieswith new radars, mis-
sion control systems, el ectronic warfare ca-
pabilities, and integration of advanced
weapon systems.Earlier this year, HAL
Chairman and Managing Director CB
Ananthakrishnan confirmed substantial
private sector involvement in this project,
positioning HAL asthelead integrator. The
upgrade project isdivided into two phases:
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and are taxed at a much higher rate
than electric vehicles. The options,
too, are limited, with barely five or
so cars available from the likes of

Honda, Maruti Suzuki and Toyota |
(Suzuki and Toyota anyway have a |

tie-up whereby the same car is mar-
keted with different
branding).Estimates are that hybrid
sales could go up as much as nearly
40 per cnt this year (albeit on a low
base) and capture more than 2 per
cent of the overall auto market, even
as EVs could actually see a decline
of 0.2 per cent. This could only grow
higher if other Indian statesfollow the
example of Uttar Pradesh which, ear-
lier thisweek, waived off registration
cost for hybrid vehicles in the
state.Two strong factors work in
favour of hybrid vehicles, particularly
cars, in India. Oneisthe fact that the
Japanese motor companies, conven-
tionally not comfortable with EV
technology where they are laggards
behind bete noire China(and business
rival Korea), have been lobbying in-
cessantly for modes like hybrids,
CNG etc."In India, most of the elec-
tricity is made from thermal power,
which is actually quite polluting,”
Shashank Srivastava, senior execu-
tive officer of Maruti Suzuki had told
THEWEEK last year. Infact, theauto
giant'sargument hasalwaysbeen that
EVsarenot the only routeto achieve

drd e

old, while the other one is 12 years |
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old, the official saidA nine-year-old
girl was allegedly gang raped and
pushed into a canal by three minor
boys, said a police official on July
11.Nandyal district superintendent of
police K Raghuveera Reddy said the
girl, who was playing in a park on
Sunday, was gang raped by the boys
and then pushed into Mucchumarri
Lift Irrigation canal.Two of the ac-
cused are 15 yearsold, whilethe other
one is 12 years old, the official
said.Police received a missing com-
plaint fromthegirl's parents, prompt-
ing them to launch a search for her
but areyet to find her body.According

to the SP, a National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) team arrived
on July 11 to search for the body.The
district administration has fast-
tracked the efforts to trace the body
of the minor girl, who was allegedly
gang raped. Upon interrogation by

the first focusing on installing new avion-
ics and radars, and the second on flight
control systems. Indigenous systems will
replace several Russian-origin components,
reflecting India s push towards self-reliance
in defence manufacturing.Key upgrades
include a new indigenous radar system to
enhance target detection and engagement
capabilities, addressing previous concerns
about radar performance. Additionally, the
aircraft will be equipped with a new elec-
tronic warfare system to counter incoming
threats and disrupt enemy communication,
alongside indigenous infrared search and
track systemsto significantly improve air-
to-air and air-to-ground targeting capabili-
ties.

Expanding Market Reach

With over 600 Su-27/30 type aircraft
manufactured globally, HAL's strategic
moveto export these upgraded jets presents
significant market opportunities. Countries
likeVietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Al-
geria are potential buyers, keen to bolster
their air force capabilities with the proven

performance of the Su-30MKI.
I
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zero carbon emission norms, but it
could also be cleaner fuelslike CNG
or biofuel."It will be tech agnostic,”
Srivastava had said then, "Which
means, as long as you achieve those
emission targets by deploying any
technology, whether it is EVs or hy-
drogen, it works." The other has been
that the chicken-and-egg situation
still persists - lack of widespread
charging infra means 'range anxiety"'
is still athing, while the many hours
it takes to charge even atwo or three
wheeler, has been a dampener. And
astheexpiry of FAME incentivesand
the subsequent plummeting of sales
show, EVs still need the prop-up of
discounts (FAME 3 is likely to be
announced soon).But even as it
comes, there is a new contender on
thehorizon - CNG bikes. While Bajgj
launched the world's first CNG bike
last week, the Freedom 125, reports
indicate TV S could be the next.
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the police, the three boys confessed
tothe crimeand also admitted to have
dumped the body in the water
body. Though the body remained un-
traceable initialy, the police grilled
the boys once again, who then con-
firmed to have disposed of the body
Inthe canal, forcing the police depart-
ment to search deeper in the
canal.Meanwhile, Nandyal Member
of Parliament Byreddy Shabari, ac-
companied by Collector G
Rajakumari and Superintendent of
Police K. Raghuveer Reddy, reached
the village of the victim and found
out more detailsfrom her family. Ms.
Shabari also consoled thefamily and
ensured justice to them.
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It is known that Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal was arrested and
sent to jail in the Delhi Liquor scam.
With this he became the first serving
Chief Minister to get arrested in the
country.Inthelatest charge sheet the ED
said that Arvind Kgriwal isthe key con-
spirator in the case.The Chief Minister
faced a big relief as he was granted an
interim relief. The Supreme Court gave
him interim bail in the case. Having
given him the bail the bench referred
Kgriwal's petition chalenging his ar-
rest to alarger bench.Getting aninterim
bail did not give a total relief to the
Chief Minister as he cannot walk out of
thejail. If he hasto walk out he should
get bail in another case.The Chief Min-
ister was arrested by both ED and CBI.
When he was in ED custody the CBI
officialsarrested him.He had ahalf suc-
cess in securing an interim bail in the
ED arrest and he has one moreto go. If
he can get a bail in CBI case as well
then he can walk out freely.Earlier he
was granted bail ahead of the elections.
He campaigned for the party
largely.However his party lost all the
seven seats.No matter what his AAP
Party is welcoming the court verdict.
Reacting to the bail his party said that
the Chief Minister would walk out of
thejail soon.AAP hasbeen alleging that
the case is a politically fabricated one
and the Chief Minister was arrested
ahead of the elections. Earlier KCR's
daughter Kavithawas also arrested who
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Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh high
court on Thursday issued notices to
Andhra Pradesh Capital Region Devel-
opment Authority (APCRDA) Commis-
sioner Katmaneni Bhaskar and
Mangalagiri Tadepalli Municipa Cor-
poration (MTMC) Commissioner
Nirmal Kumar in contempt of court
case.Y SRCPhad filed awrit petition in
the high court following the action of
CRDA and MTMC authorities on the
under-construction party at Tadepalli in
Guntur district. The party had prayed
to the court to issue suitable orders to
state government, CRDA and MTMC
against the building structure until the
completion of hearing.The high court
Issued the notices to the authorities as
they went ahead with the demolition
activity despite a court's directive
against it. The CRDA and MTMC au-
thorities demolished the building struc-
ture claiming it was an "illegal" con-
struction. The authorities carried out the
demolition exercise in the early hours
of June 22 without serving a prior no-
tice to the party's leadership.
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010 Vic Srows S O Puja K 'sMctner Wetang Gun At Famers

An old video showing trainee IAS
officer PujaKhedkar's mother threaten-
ing a group of men with a gun in her
hand has surfaced online, adding to the
troubles of the junior officer caught in
themiddle of amassive controversy.The
2023 batch officer is accused of posing
asan OBC non-creamy layer candidate
in her UPSC candidature and also
claimed she was visually and mentally
disabled but refused to take teststo cor-
roborate her claims.It is alleged that
Puja's father Dilip Khedkar, a retired
IAS officer, amassed property worth
crores of rupees and bought land at sev-
eral locations including 25 acres in
Mulshi taluka of Pune district.But lo-
cals allege that the family also tried to
occupy the land of neighbouring farm-
ers. When the farmers opposed this, Ms
Khedkar's mother Manorama Khedkar
reached the property with her security
guards.In a two-minute video recorded

AnnaKen

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday granted Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kgriwa aninterimbail inthe
liquor policy case. However, the
Delhi CM would not be coming out
of Tihar jail anytime soon asheisin
the judicial custody of the CBI. The
apex court hasreferred the pleachal-
lenging Kgriwal's arrest to a larger
bench.The bench comprising Justice
Dipankar Datta had reserved its ver-
dictonArvind Kgriwa'spleaon May
17.0n the Supreme Court granting
interim bail to Kegriwal, his lawyer
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There is one state in India that is
operating without acapital city - and

Khedkar can be seen yelling at a man
with a pocket pistol in her hand. She
walks up to him and waves the gun in
hisface before concealingitin her hand
when she sees the camera. "Show me
the satbara (land documents). The land
documents have my name," she warns
the man in Marathi. He replies that his
name is on the land document and the
caseisin court. Shethen asksto seethe

court order and warns the man not to
| I 1 |
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Rishikesh Kumar said, " The Supreme
Court has granted him interim bail
and the issue of section 19 and ne-
cessity of arrest has been referred to
alarger bench. CM Kejriwal will re-
mainin custody ashisbail inthe CBI
case is still pending. This is a big
victory..." The apex court had asked
the probe agency to furnish further
evidence against the Delhi CM inthe
excise policy case. "We want to see
the statements of witnesses recorded
after Manish Sisodiasarrest, after the
delivery of thejudgment denying ball
to him, and before Kgjriwal'sarrest,”
the SC had stated.Additional Solici-
tor General, SV Rau, had clamed
that there was more evidence against
Kegriwal which included WhatsApp
chatsregarding Hawal atransactions.
The SC bench also asked the ED if it
had mentioned the" ground of arrest"
to Kejriwal, to which the probe
agency replied, "Theprobeagency is
not supposed to share everything with

T A

that is Andhra Pradesh.This unique a8

situation stems from a series of po-
litical and administrative decisions
following the bifurcation of Andhra
Pradesh in 2014, which created the
new state of Telangana.Hyderabad
was announced as the common capi-
tal of Telanganaand Andhra Pradesh
for aperiod of 10 years. But the po-
litical |eadership choseto move away
soon after bifurcation to operate out
of atemporary set-up at Velagapudi,
till their capital was built.The dead-
line for sharing Hyderabad as capital
also ended on June 2, 2024, and since
then, Andhra Pradesh has been left
without that either.A state capital is
crucial asit serves asthe administra-
tive hub, housing the primary gov-
ernment institutions such as the leg-
Islature, executive offices and judi-
ciary. This centralisation of gover-
nance facilitates efficient administra-
tion, policy-making and public ser-
vice delivery. It also acts as a focal
point for political, cultural and eco-
nomic activities. Moreover, the capi-
tal often symbolises the state's iden-
tity and heritage, playing avita role
N 0B )

What about Amaravathi?

Situated in Guntur district at the
heart of the state, on the bank of River
Krishna, Amaravathi was named
Andhra Pradesh's capital after the
state's bifurcation by Chandrababu
Naidu, who was then the chief
minister.He estimated in 2015 that Rs
51,000 crore will be needed to build
a "world class futuristic and smart
capital" for Andhra Pradesh. Mr
Naidu acquired 33,000 acres of land
from farmersand roped in Singapore-
based firms to build the city.But in
2019, Mr Naidu's Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) lost the electionand Y S
Jagan Mohan Reddy's Y SRCP came
to power. Mr Reddy stalled all the
proj ects and reduced the budget of the
new capital, leading to Singapore
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"teachmetherules'.Farmersalso allege
that they tried to file a complaint at
Pune's Paud Police Station in Pune
against the family but were turned
away.Iln exclusively accessed docu-
ments, NDTV found that according to
a"statement of immovable property for
theyear 2023", PujaK hedkar ownsfive
plots of land and two apartments across
Maharashtra valued at a staggering Rs
22 crore.She also owns two apartments
in Ahmednagar and Pune worth Rs 45
lakh and Rs 75 lakh respectively.The
junior officer is facing serious charges
of "abuse of power". It is alleged that
she was using a red beacon, VIP num-
ber plates, and a Government of
Maharashtra" sticker on her private ve-
hicle, an Audi sedan.She was also us-
ing Additional Collector Ajay More's
office while he was away and report-
edly removed office furniture and even
demanded |etterheads.
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the accused." The bench argued that
if the ground for arrest is not stated
how will the defendant challengethe
charges levied against him?'How
will you not givereasonsto believe?
How will he challenge those rea-
sons?' thebench said. The ED inits
chargesheet alleged that Kejriwal
was involved with the "South
Group" which had benefitted from
the now-scrapped liquor policy. The
central probe agency further alleged
that Kgjriwal'sAAPreceived akick-
back of Rs 100 crore for "providing
undue benefitsto private entities by
way of formulating and putting in
use atailor-made liquor policy”. On
March 21, the Delhi Chief Minister
was arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for his aleged in-
volvement in a money laundering
case. Thearrest relatesto allegations
of acriminal conspiracy to manipu-
late liquor policiesfor the benefit of

(HareA Cania

firms' exit from the project. The
Y SRCP chief instead planned three
capital cities - an issue that ran into
legal trouble and landed on Supreme
Court's door.
Revival of the project

Mr Naidu won the state election
thisyear and on the eve of his swear-
ing-in as Andhra Pradesh chief min-
ister in June, he confirmed that
Amaravathi will be the state
capital.Mr Naidu also said that
Visakhapatnam will be developed as
the economic capital and an advanced
special city.Earlier this month, Mr
Naidu released a White Paper on
'‘Amaravathi - The peoplée's capital’
and asserted that he will rebuild the
capital city in the quickest possible
time by removing the hurdles in its
path.Andhra Pradesh has al so sought
Centre's cooperation to rebuild
Amaravathi. The central government
had provided capital gainsexemption
for al sales of land and released Rs
1,500 crore of the approved Rs 2,500
crore for Andhra Pradesh's
capital.There is hope that the project
will be completed soon. But till that
happens, Andhra Pradesh is techni-
cally without a capital of its own.
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