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The northbound stretch of Mumbai's
Coastal Road, connecting Haji Ali to
Worli, has officially opened for traffic.
This 3.5-kilometer segment isa crucial
part of the larger 12-kilometer Mumbai
Coastal Road Project. The newly opened
road features tunnels, vehicular inter-
changes, and bridges, providing ahigh-
speed corridor for the city's
commuters.Citizens can now use this
new route, which is expected to signifi-
cantly reducethetraffic congestion usu-
ally experienced between Haji Ali and
the Bandra-Worli Sea Link. According
to a Brihanmumbai Municipa Corpo-
ration (BMC) official, the opening of
this road will help alleviate the heavy
traffic on this busy stretch.The newly
opened segment extends from Haji Ali
to Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan Road in

premeCount reusstoanttan IL
S probemtoHahrasstampede

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday (July 12), while terming the
Hathras stampedeincident “ disturbing”,
refused to entertain a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) seeking the appoint-
ment of an expert committee under the
supervision of aretired judge to probe
the incident that claimed 121 lives and
asked the petitioner to approach the
Allahabad High Court.Such incidents
are ‘disturbing’ but high courts are
equipped to deal with such cases: Apex
CourtA bench comprising Chief Justice
of India(CJl) DY Chandrachud and Jus-
tices JB Pardiwala and Manoj Misra
said that suchincidentsare "disturbing”
but the high courts are equipped to deal
with such cases and directed petitioner
Vishal Tiwari to approach the Allahabad
High Court.The plea by Tiwari, who is
an advocate, sought appointment of an
expert committee headed by a retired
judge, who will not just probe the July
2 Hathras stampede incident but also
frame guidelines for all state govern-
ments in the country to follow so asto
avoid such stampedeincidentsin future.
The plea aso sought a direction to the
state government of Uttar Pradesh to
submit a status report on the stampede
incident and to initiate legal action
against the authorities, officialsand oth-
ers for their negligent conduct.121
people lost their lives in the stampede
at a religious congregation in Hathras
on July 2 121 people lost their livesin
the Hathras stampede at areligious con-
gregation on July 2. The devotees had
gathered in Phulrai village in Hathras
district for the ‘satsang’ conducted by
Baba Narayan Hari, also known as
Saakar Vishwahari Bhole Baba.Tiwari
alleged in the plea that the stampede
incident in Hathras took place due to
mismanagement and lapses on the part
of the district administration and that
there was no adequate security facility
at the place where thereligious congre-
gation took place. The pleafurther said
that no medical arrangement was avail-
able there to meet such an emergency
and the authorities at the ground also
failed to manage the crowd.A First In-
formation Report (FIR) has been regis-
tered by the Uttar Pradesh Police against
the organisers of the religious congre-

gation.
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Worli. It is available for vehicular traf-
fic from Monday to Friday between 7
am and 11 pm but will be closed on
weekends for ongoing construction
work. This partial opening is part of a
phased approach to avoid traffic jams
while construction continues.The next
phase of the project, which connectsthe
south-bound arm to the Bandra-Worli
Sea Link, is expected to be completed
within three weeks. The entire Coastal
Road, built at a cost of 713,000 crore,
Is anticipated to be operational until the
Bandra-Worli SeaLink by October this
year. This comprehensive project aims
to create a seamless travel experience
for Mumbai's residents and
visitors.However, there have been some
delays due to weather conditions. "Due
to heavy rains, the bitumenization and

Union minister Nitin Gadkari has
said the Bharatiya Janata Party has
been aparty with adifference and that
iswhy it hasrepeatedly won thetrust
of voters.He, however, cautioned
against the BJP repeating mistakes
committed by the Congressin the past
which saw itsexit from power."If we
continue doing what the Congress
used to do, then thereisno use of their
exit and our entry," newsagency PTI
guoted Nitin Gadkari as saying on
Friday, more than a month after the
the saffron party failed to achieve a
majority onitsowninthe Lok Sabha
elections.Addressing a Goa BJP ex-
ecutive meeting near Pangji that was
attended by party's state unit presi-
dent Sadanand Tanavade and chief
minister Pramod Sawant, among
other leaders, Nitin Gadkari - in his
40-minute-long speech - recalled his
mentor and former deputy prime min-
ister Lal Krishna Advani's statement
that the "BJPis a party with a differ-
ence", PTI reported.”" Advaniji used to
say that we are a party with a differ-
ence. We haveto understand how dif-
ferent we are from other parties," the
Union minister and the former BJP
president said at the event. The BJP
Nagpur MP said people have elected
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New Delhi: Observing that the case
seemed to be driven by "sheer politi-
cal vendetta', the Supreme Court on
Friday stayed aKarnatakaHigh Court
order that restricted the broadcast of
Kannada news channel Power TV.A
bench comprising Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and justices JB
Pardiwalaand Manoj Misraobserved
that the case against the news chan-

nel prima facie aimed to stop the ;'*

channel from airing allegations of sex
scandalsinvolving political figuresin
the state.While issuing notice to the
Centre and others on the plea filed
by M/s Power Smart Media Pvt Ltd,
the bench also stayed the order of the
high court till Monday and put it for
hearing next day.Noting that the court
will protect the freedom of speech
and expression, the bench said the
channel wasentitled to continue with
Its broadcast which should not have
been stopped.Diversion of SC, ST
fund in Karnataka exposes Rahul
Gandhi's double standards: BJP So-
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asphalting couldn't be done on the 3.5
km of the coastal road,” said Saini, a
BMC official. "We were expecting the
dry spell in the monsoon to go ahead.
This way, we wanted to properly tar it
and finish with the technicalities, and it
will now happen."The BMC will also
review the deadlinesfor completing the
entire coastal road from Princess Street
flyover at Marine Drive to the Bandra-
Worli Sea Link. So far, around 91% of
the Mumbai Coastal Road Project has
been completed. The project isbeingin-
augurated in stages to manage traffic
flow and minimize disruptions.The
713,983 crore project commenced on
October 13, 2018. Thefirst phase of the
project, a 9.5-kilometer-long south-
bound corridor from Bindu Madhav
Chowk in Worli to Marine Drive, was

party committing the same errors."If

we commit the same mistakes, then :

there is no use in their exit and our

Ill
the party because of the Congresss [ .
mistakes and cautioned against his |}
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o Now Open:Check Timits

opened on March 11. The second phase,
a 6.25-kilometer north-bound carriage-
way between Marine Drive and Lotus
Junction at Haji Ali, was made opera-
tional on June 10.With the opening of
the northbound stretch, Mumbai resi-
dents can look forward to a smoother
and quicker commute between Haji Ali
and Worli. The completion of the
Coastal Road Project promises to bring
significant improvements to the city's
transportation infrastructure, reducing
travel times and easing traffic
congestion.As the project progresses,
the city awaits the final completion,
which will further enhance connectiv-
ity and provide a modern, efficient
travel route for thousands of daily com-
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entry," said Gadkari adding that "that 3 2 .'%: a

iIswhy, inthe daysto come, party cad-
res should know that politicsisanin-
strument of bringing social and eco-
nomic reforms".Gadkari also

stressed, "We (BJP) have to create a [t
corruption-free country and for that @&

we should have aplan in place."
Avoid playing politics on caste
lines. Gadkari
Referring to Maharashtra, the se-
nior BJP leader said in the state there
isatrend of playing politics on caste
lines (jativadi rajkaran). "l have de-
cided not to follow thistrend. | have
told people that | will not indulge in
caste-based politics (jaat-paat). Jo
karegajaat ki baat, usko padegi kaske
laath (the one who will speak about
castewill get astrong kick)," Gadkari
warned. Gadkari said a person is
known by values he possesses and not
his caste.
Mahayuti's big win in
Maharashtra ML C polls
Gadkari's statement comes on the

day the BJP-led Mahayuti alliancein
I |

lici tor General Tushar Mehta appear-
ing for the Centre, said that the case
pertained to unauthorisedly giving
licence by the original licensee to
other person.The Centrecan certainly
proceed with the consequential pro-
cess after the issuance of show cause
notice, the bench said." The more we
hear you, the more we are convinced
that it is political vendetta, let me be
very honest. That is why we are in-
clined to protect the freedom of
speech and expression,” it said.The
bench said the channel wanted to

M aharashtr&compn sing chief mi nis-
ter Eknath Shinde's Shiv Sena, the
NCP of deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar, and the BJP-recovered from
a disappointing general election by
securing a significant victory in the
MLC polls.The BJPfielded five can-
didates, including Pankga Munde,
daughter of the late senior |eader
Gopinath Munde, and all five won.
The Shinde Sena and Ajit Pawar's
NCP each nominated two candidates,
and all four werevictorious.Inames-
sage directed at Goa BJP cadres,
Gadkari urged them to visit every
constituency and strengthen the
organisation so that the party is able
to retain power after the 2027 assem-
bly elections.
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broadcast some allegationsregarding
the sex scandal inthe state." Theidea
wasto completely blank out hisvoice,
thiscourt isduty-bound to allow him.
This is sheer political vendetta and
nothing else. Thereforethiscourt will
befailing initsduty if we do not pro-
tect (the channel),” it said. The chan-
nel allegedly broadcast news related
to recent sex scandal allegations in-
volving JD(S) leaders Prajwal
Revanna and others. The channel as-
sailed a division bench order of the
Karnataka High Court. The division
bench had refused to interfere with
the stay order passed by the single
bench against the broadcast of the
channel . The high court had passed
the order on petitions filed by JD(S)
MLC H M Ramesh Gowda and
others.On June 26, the single judge
bench of the high court stayed the op-
eration of the channel. The Centre
issued a show-cause notice to the
channel pertaining to certain allega-
tionsrelated to its licence.
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San|ay Raut aefencs Emer gency, says Bal Thackeray, RSSsupported it

Shiv Sena (UBT) on Saturday ridiculed
the Centre's decision to observe June 25,
the day the Emergency was declared in
1975, as'Samvidhan Hatya Diwas, saying
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has no
work left and only wants to "mislead"
peopleasit "doesn't have a(parliamentary)
majority".Speaking to news agency ANI,
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut as-
serted that Shiv Sena founder Balasaheb
Thackeray and Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) had supported the Emergency.
Raut said that the Emergency wasimposed
because "some people wanted to spread
anarchy" and " were making bombsin the
country"."They (BJP) have no work left. It

R Bkt Fr
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Police in Andhra Pradesh's
Guntur District haveregistered " at-
tempt to murder" against former
chief minister Jagan M ohan Reddy
and four others, including two IPS
officers.Those booked include
former director general of police
(intelligence) PSR Anjeneyulu.
The complaint against Jagan
Mohan Reddy was filed by K
Raghurama Krishnam Raju, an
MLA from Undi. Raju belongs to
state Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu's Telugu Desam Party
(TDP). In addition to attempt to
murder, Raju has alleged custodial
torture and criminal conspiracy.

What is the case?

The FIR, as reported in media,
Raju has said that Andhra Pradesh
CID arrested himin May 202. The
arrest took placein Hyderabad. He
alleges that instead of producing
him in court and obtaining transit
arrest warrant, CID personnel
shifted him to Guntur.He accuses
the CID officersof assault. Accord-
ing to the FIR, Raju was not al-
lowed to take his heart-related
medicines.He has made more alle-
gations. He says that the officials
tried to tortureand kill himintheir
attempts to obtain password of his
phone. Raju says the officials sat
on his chest and attempted to suf-
focate him.A case has been regis-
tered against Jagan Mohan Reddy
and others under sections 120 b,
166, 167, 197, 307, 326, 465, 506
r/'w 34 of IPC.Jagan Mohan
Reddy'sY SR Congress Party got a
drubbing in recently concluded
Lok Sabha elections. The former
chief minister's party could only
bag 4 out of 25 Lok Sabha seats.
In 2019 elections, the party had
performed well with 22 seatsinits
Kitty, nearly a sweep.Even in as-
sembly elections, Y SR Congress
Party could only secure 11 of 175
seats. In 2019, the party was able
to win 151.

has been 50 years, and people haveforgot- it,"

ten the Emergency,” ."Why was an Emer-
gency imposed in this country? Some
people wanted to spread anarchy in the
country. An open announcement was made
from Ramlila Maidan, Our jawans and
army were asked not to follow the orders
of thegovernment,” the Sena(UBT) |eader
said."So in such a situation, if Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had been the prime minister, he
would have al'so imposed it. It was a mat-
ter of national security, some people were
making bombsin the country and were ex-
ploding bombs at various places. Balasaheb
Thackeray had openly supported the Emer-

gency at that time. RSS had al so supported

Beljing: Vast fleets of electric cars.
Huge numbers of household appli-
ances. And a seemingly endless sup-
ply of toys, clothing and other

products.China's already formidable (g%

exports surged in June, China's cus-
toms administration reported Friday.

But imports shrank, with Chinese P

companies and households becoming
more cautious about spending money.
Theresult wasarecord monthly trade
surplus of just over $99 billion.For
the Chinese government, the ever-
widening trade surplusis good news.
Consumers in distant markets are
buying many of the goods that Chi-
nese households no longer want or
cannot afford. Exportshelp keep fac-
toriesopenin China, and providethe
money for even morefactories under
construction as part of a national
strategy to expand industrial
output.But China's soaring trade sur-
pluses have prompted alarm in many
foreign capitals. Officialsaround the
world worry that exports from China
will displacetheir ownindustrial out-
put, forcing factories to close and
hurting economic growth. In recent
weeks, governments in the United
States, the European Union, Brazil,
India, Turkey and elsewhere have
been raising tariffs or imposing new
ones on manufactured goods from
China.China's trade surplus last
month brokearecord setin July 2022,
when the country'sfactoriesand ports
were racing to catch up with global
demand after a stringent COVID-19
lockdown in Shanghai had crippled
output throughout much of central
China.Millionsof peoplein Chinaare
now looking for waysto save money
Inresponseto areal estate downturn.
Apartments and other propertiesrep-

om G CoeCa

The Narendra Modi government
may not be keen on bringing any law
pertaining to the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) through Parliament and would
instead prefer states to bring in their
own legislation, top Bhartiya Janata
Party (BJP) sources said on
Friday.The sources, who spokeonthe
condition of anonymity, added that
the party was hopeful that after
Uttarakhand, other BJP-ruled states
would follow suit soon. States such
as Gujarat and Assam are already in
theprocessof passing UCClaws.This
February, BJP-ruled Uttarakhand
passed the UCC Bill, becoming
India's first state to implement the
Uniform Civil Code, which entails
common laws for marriage, divorce

he added.BJP leader Ajay Alok said
Sanjay Raut's remarks on 'Emergency'are
"meaningless and pointless.""He has for-
gotten Balasaheb Thackeray, how will he
remember 'Samvidhan HatyaDiwas?This
day is important because our current and
future generations should know how on
June 25, 1975, the constitutional rights of
140 crore Indians were taken away," Ajay
Alok told PTI.To be sure, India's popula
tion in 1975 was less than 63 crore A ga
zette notification issued on Friday by the
Union home ministry notesthat Emergency
was declared on June 25, 1975, following
which there was "gross abuse of power by
the government of the day and people of

r@ent 60% to 80% of househol d sav-
ingsin China, an unusually large pro-
portion by international standards. So
falling apartment prices have had an
outsi ze effect on consumer spending.
A housing crisis that began three
yearsago because of overbuilding has
already led to dozens of developers
defaulting on debts.China asked Ja-
pan to promise warship will not en-
ter Chinese waters again The value
of imports slid 2.3% in June from a
year earlier, to about $209 hillion. Ex-
ports jumped 8.6%, to $308 hillion,
generating the record-breaking
surplus.China'strade surpluswith the
United States rose to nearly $32 bil-
lion last month, up from $29 billion
ayear earlier, as Chinaexported more
and bought less. The surpluswith the
European Union reached $22.6 bil-
lion in June, up from $19.1 hillionin
the same month last year.China's
trade has become particularly lop-
sided with some countries: Itsexports
to Kenya, for example, are now more
than 40 times its imports from that
country. Kenya, which also owes
heavy debtsto Chinaand other lend-
ers, recently experienced deadly pro-
tests as crowds rejected proposed tax
increases and demanded a stronger
economy.TheJunereport "if anything
understates the strength in China's
trade," said Brad W. Setser, a senior

) By s

and inheritance, among others, for all
religions.Meanwhile, Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal said on Friday
he would wait for the law
commission'sevaluation of theissue.
L ast month, he had said theissuewas
still on the government'sagenda. The
All India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB) was wary of the
22nd Law Commission seeking pub-
lic opinion on the contentious issue
of UCC. Even Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram- an RSSaffiliatethat focuses
on the welfare of members of the
Scheduled Tribes in remote areas of
India- told News18last year they too
had objectionson theissue. The RSS
affiliate had doubts about marriage
and property rights issues among

India were subjected to excesses and
atrocities'.The people of India have abid-
ing faith in the Constitution and the power
of its resilient democracy, it
said."Therefore, Government of India de-
clares 25th June as 'Samvidhaan Hatya
Diwas' to pay tribute to all those who suf-
fered and fought against the gross abuse of
power during the period of Emergency and
to recommit the people of Indiato not sup-
port in any manner such gross abuse of
power, infuture," saysthenotification.The
announcement triggered apolitical slugfest,
with Congressterming it yet another "head-
line-grabbing exercise in hypocrisy” by
Pr| me Minister Narendra Modi.
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fellow at the Council on Foreign Re-
lations and former official in the
Obama and Biden administrations.
Because export prices have been fall-
ing, the physical volume of exports -

; the actual number of air condition-

ers, solar panels and so forth - has
grown with particular speed to pro-
duce such alarge jump last month in
the surplus.”It is clear evidence that
Chinacontinuesto try to grow on the
back of exports, and manufactured
exports in particular," he said. This
strategy increasingly puts China at
odds with some of its trading part-
ners, raising concerns about "one-
sided trade and excessive dependence
on Chinese supply," he said.Factories
in Chinaaready make almost athird
of the world's manufactured goods.
Xi Jinping, the country's top leader,
has set a national goal of fostering
"new quality productiveforces," with
an emphasis on building even more
factorieswithlots of robotsand other
automation.The Chinese Communist
Party'sleadershipisset to meet Mon-
day in Beljing for a four-day strate-
gic review of economic policymaking
and ideology that typically takes
place every five years. Chinas latest
economic growth statistics are also
due M onday, with economists expect-
ing a slowdown in the second
guarter.The emphasis on industrial
expansion to offset Chinas housing
crisisis evident in official data: Net
new bank loansto industrial borrow-
ers reached $614 billion in the 12
monthsthrough March. That was six
timesthe annual lending to those bor-
rowers before the pandemic, aslend-
ing to industries has almost exactly
replaced the loans that previously
went to the real estate sector.
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tnbals In the third term of the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government, the BJP doesn't have
simple majority and is dependent on
itsallies, including the Telugu Desam
Party and the Janata Dal (United).
The JD(U) has earlier indicated that
a decision on UCC would require
consensus.
N
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