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Raghav Chadha, the Aam Aadmi Party's
Rajya Sabha MP from Punjab, delivered a
compelling speech in Parliament, sharply
criticizing the central government's budget
and offering economic recommendations.
He attributed the reasons for the ruling
party's defeat in the recent Lok Sabha elec-
tions to their economic policies.In his im-
passioned speech, Raghav Chadhacriticized
the recent budget, claiming it has disap-
pointed every segment of society, including
BJP squorters Helikened the government's
tax policies to being like a leech, alleging
they have only increased the burden of the
common man.Chadha highlighted that de-
spite the substantial taxes citizens pay, the?;
receive inadequate services in return, suc
as education, health, and transport facilities
comparableto thosein Somaliadespitetaxa-
tion levels similar to England's. Today, if a
common man earns 10 rupees, then the gov-
ernment deductstwo-threerupeesfromit as
income tax, two-and-a-half rupees as GST
and 1-1.5 rupeesintheform of surcharge.He
arguesthat despite these deductions amount-
ing to 7-8 rupeesout of every 10 earned, the
government failsto provideworld-classedu-
cation, health, and transport facilities to its
citizens. Raghav Chadhasuccinctly summa-
rized the reasons behind the Bharatiya Janata
Party's defeat in the Lok Sabha elections,
emphasizing the economy as the primary
factor.He stressed that the poor state of the
economy, particularly its severe impact on
rural areaswhereamajority of India's popu-
lation resides, led to adeclinein BJP's seats
in those regions. Chadha's analysis under-
scoresthecritical role economic conditions
pl g?/ in shaping electoral outcomes, espe-
cialy inrural constituencies.He said that in
2019, the Bharatiya Janata Party got 303

(s

CENTRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

The Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) on Thursday disclosed
new details regarding the NEET UG
2024 question paper leak case, which
rocked Bihar earlier this year.The
CBI confirmed that the examination
paper was illegally accessed on the
morning of May 5, 2024, from the
Oasis School in Hazaribagh,
Jharkhand.According to the CBI, the
investigation, which began on June
23, 2024, after the case was trans-
ferred from Shastrinagar Police Sta-

‘Don't intrudel
Kerala govt over

NEW DELHI: The Union Minis-
try of External Affairs came up
against the Kerala government ap-
pointing senior IAS officer K Vasuki
as 'foreign secretary' of state to im-
prove international interactions. Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said state govern-
ments should not interfere in matters
beyond their jurisdiction. The Cen-
ter pointed out that foreign affairsare
not issues that come in the purview
of the state." According to the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution of In-
dia, foreign affairs and all matters
relating to any foreign country arethe
sole prerogative of the Central Gov-
ernment. Thisisnot inthe concurrent
list."On July 15, the state government
issued an order giving K Vasuki ad-
-l o B
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seats. This time the people of the country
brought them down to 240 seats by impos-
ing an 18 percent GST onit. Today, the eco-
nomic condition in rural areasisat itslow-
est level in the last two and a half decades
due to inflation, unemployment, economic
inequality, debt on farmersand high cost in
agricultureand lack of M SP, whilethe prom-
isewasto doubletheincome of farmersand
give MSP as per the Swaminathan
report.Chadha said that rural wages have
decreased in the last 25 months. In 2014, a
daily wage laborer could buy 3 kg of tur dal
with hisone day'swages, today heisableto
buy only 1.5 kg of tur dal. Which means
inflation is increasing and their income is
also decreasing. Therefore, BJP'svote share
decreased by 5% in rural areas.The second
reason due to which they fared badly in the
electionsisfood inflation. Today, the prices
of every commodity, be it flour, milk, rice,
curd, have increased a lot. Today food in-
flation in the country hasincreased by more
than nine percent. The things that we ex-
port have become very expensivetoday and
thefarmersdo not even get the benefit of it.
Thenwhereisall that money going?He also
gave many suggestions to the government
regarding the economy. Thefirst sugfgesti on
isthat the government should try to link in-
flation with minimum wages so that poor
peopleget relief frominflation. The second
suggestion - the prices of crops given to
farmers should be reviewed in a better way
sothat agriculture can be profitableand third
- for the economic well-being of farmers,
M SP should be legal guaranteed as per the
recommendations of the Swaminathan
Commission.Thefourth suggestion hegave
wasthat thelong term capital gain tax should
remain unchanged or elseit will have abad

tion, has revealed that the paper was
accessed by Pankaj Kumar, also
known as Aditya or Sahil. Kumar,
identified as one of the masterminds
behind the leak, worked in collusion
with the NTA City Coordinator and
Principal of Oasis School, along with
the Centre Superintendent and an-
other associate.The CBI's statement
detailed how the trunks containing
the NEET UG 2024 question papers
were delivered to the school on the
morning of May 5. Shortly after, the
Principal and Vice Principal, who
have been arrested along with Kumar
and other conspirators, unlawfully
granted Kumar access to the room
where the papers were stored. The
sophisticated tools used to open the
trunks have been seized by the
CBI.0Once accessed, the question pa-
per was solved by agroup of MBBS
students, who were brought to

N oountry'sforeign affa
\Vasuk's Toreign secretary’ &y

&

ditional responsibility for mattersre-
|ated to foreign cooperation. The gov-
ernment claims that Vasuki has been
appointed to coordinate the state
government's activities with foreign
agencies, and institutions in embas-
sies of foreign countries. The state
unit of BJP had vehemently protested
against the appointment and called it
unconstitutional .|AS officers have a
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effect on the real estate sector. Due to this,
it will become difficult for people to buy a
new house and the builder will also haveto
bear losses.For this, Chadha aso gave an
example and explained how the new tax
system is harmful. He said that due to this,
a huge amount of black money will come
into thereal estate sector and fraud will take
place.The fifth suggestion is that financial
savings should be encouraged, especially
equity, mutual funds, bank deposits and fi-
nancia investmentsetc. which peopledofor
morethan two to threeyears. The sixth sug-
gestionisthat GST should bereviewed. Less
GST should be imposed on things related
to the MSME sector and GST should bere-
moved
from FMCG items.The seventh is that
there should be no discrimination with the
states in terms of funds. The way thistime
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh were given spe-
cial packagesand other stateswereignored,
it is not right for federalism. The central
overnment should work like ‘co-operative
ederalism', not ‘'discriminatory
federalism'.Eighth - The government should
reduce cess and surcharge or give it to the
statesaswell. Currently, the central govern-
ment does not have to share the cess and
surcharge money with the states, so the gov-
ernment collectsas much money aspossible
from the common man through this
medium.If the central government earnsRs
100, then it earns Rs 18 out of it through
cess and surcharge. That means 18 percent
tax goes directly into the pocket of the cen-
tral government. The last suggestion isthat
the GST compensation given to the states,
which has now been stopped, should be ex-
tended for at least five more years.

s

Hazaribagh for this purpose. The
solved paper was then distributed to
select students who paid for the in-
formation. Many of these solversand
accomplices have been arrested, and
efforts are ongoing to trace and take
action against the candidateswho re-
ceived the solved papers.Since tak-
ing over the case, the CBI has con-
ducted searches at 33 locations and
arrested 36 individuals, including 15
by Bihar Police. Theinvestigation is
ongoing, with substantial evidence
collected thus far.The CBI has also
addressed misinformation circulating
in the media about the case, urging
the public to rely only on official
statements from the agency. The
CBI's Chief Information Officer will
provide updates in line with the
Investigation's progress, and the pub-
licisadvised to avoid speculative re-

& MEA pulls up
ointment

code of conduct not to interact di-
rectly with embassies, consulates or
employeesof foreign nations. Kerala
government had appointed former
| FS officer Venu Rajamani as special
duty officer in New Delhi in 2021
with the responsibility of foreign co-
operation. Back then, the central gov-
ernment followed stoic silence and
cared not to respond.Chief Secretary
Dr V Venu had earlier clarified that
Vasuki was given the task to estab-
lish new relations for the develop-
ment of the state, but not to interfere
in foreign diplomatic relations or to
encroach on the power of the
Centre.KeralaKaumudi had reported
about the plansundergoing withinthe
government circlesto revoke the ap-
pointment of |AS Vasuki.
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The Himachal Pradesh High Court
has issued anoticeto BJP MP Kangana
Ranaut in response to a petition chal-
lenging her election from the Mandi
Lok Sabha seat.The petitioner, Layak
Ram Negi, has raised concerns about
the rglection of his nomination papers
by thereturning officer, which heclaims
was unjustified. Now this has created a
buzz where Kangana Ranaut's status as
a BJP MP is in danger.Negi, a former
government employee from Kinnaur,
stated that he took voluntary retirement
and provided a no-dues certificate from
his department along with his nomina-
tion papers. He alleged that despite
meeting these requirements, his nomi-
nation was dismissed by the returning
officer, who demanded additional no-
dues certificates from the electricity,
water, and tel ephone departments. Negi
contended that these additional de-
mands led to the wrongful rejection of
his nomination within a day.
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BJP senior |eader Prabhat Jha passed
away on Friday in Delhi. He was suf-
fering from chronicillnessand was hos-
pitalized in the Medanta Hospital,
Gurgaon since June where he breathed
his last.Jha was a native of Sitamarhi,
Bihar and is survived by his two sons.
He was considered one of the bright
minds in the BJP.

Early life

Born on June 4, 1957, in the
Sitamarhi district of Bihar, he moved
to Madhya Pradesh during his initial
days where he completed his education
and led his political life. A two-time
Raya Sabha MP, Jha was considered
one of the leaders with grit and was
known in the Gwalior-Chambal belt.He
pursued his BSc. from the PG College
and MA in political science from
Madhav College in Gwalior. He also
pursued an LLB from the LLB College
In the same town.

A letter to Mallya

In October 2009, when liquor king
and owner of the Kingfisher brand,
Vijay Mallyasent him abottle of liquor
as a gift, he politely returned it with a
|etter inwhich hewrote- | neither know
you nor do | have an interest in these
drinks. | would have appreciated had
you sent a book instead of the bottle.
Considered very grounded and of strong
character, he started hiscareer asajour-
nalist beforehisstint in politics. He pro-
claimed hiswish to retire by the age of
62 and open a primary school for chil-
dren. He also longed to have cattle, par-
ticularly cows and buffaloes.
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Reliance Jio hasannounced the Jio Free-
dom Offer under which the company isgiv-
ing a 30 percent discount on new AirFiber
connections.This promotional offer gives
a Rs 1,000 waiver on installation charge
for new users.Reliance Jio Freedom Offer
isavailable from 26th July to 15th August
2024.How To Avail Reliance Jio Freedom
OfferFor availing the offer to get anew Jio
AirFiber connection, you will haveto visit
Reliance Jio website and register your
choice or give a missed call to 60008-
60008.Reliance Jio Freedom Offer Plan
BreakdownStandard 3-month plan: Rs
2,121 - Installation charge: Rs 000 - Total
price without offer: Rs 3,121 Total price
with Rs 1000 offer: Rs 2,121

Reliance Jio Freedom Offer Details

New and existing bookings activated by
15th August are eligible for the offer Reli-
ance Jio Freedom Offer isapplicableto al
plan durations i.e -- 3 months, 6 months,
and 12 months Both AirFiber 5G and Plus
new usersareincludedin Reliance Jio Free-
dom Offer

NTA Relenses Reised Sores
ter Sipreme Court Ord

New Delhi: The National Testing
Agency (NTA) hasreleased the updated
NEET-UG 2024 results and the list of
top scorers, following a Supreme Court
order on Tuesday to revoke the com-
pensatory marks previously given to a
specific group of studentsfor aPhysics
guestion.Originally, the NTA chose to
award additional marks to certain stu-
dentswho answered incorrectly because
of anerrorintheir old Class 12 NCERT
sciencetextbook. However, on Tuesday,
the Supreme Court decided that only
one correct answer would be accepted,
and no marks would be given for other
responses.A student had earlier high-
lighted that "Question No. 29" in the
Physics section had two potential cor-
rect answers, even though only one
should have been correct. Relying on
findings from [T Delhi, the Supreme
Court later declared that markswill only
be awarded for option number 4.Be-
cause of this, students who originally
scored aperfect 720 out of 720 will lose
four marks.Meanwhile, the court re-
jected multiple petitions seeking the
cancellation and retaking of the NEET
UG 2024 exam. Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud pointed out that therewas
no proof of systemic leak or other is-
sues with the exam.The National Test-
ing Agency (NTA) has faced political
controversy and student protests over
alleged widespread malpractices, in-
cluding question paper |eaks and imper-
sonation, during the NEET-UG exam
held on May 5.The exam saw partici-
pation from 13,31,321 female candi-
dates, 9,96,393 male candidates, and 17
transgender candidates.
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Bhubaneswar: The BJP govern-
ment in Odisha has announced sev-
eral new schemes in the state while
presenting its maiden Budget in the
Assembly today.Chief Minister
M ohan Charan Majhi, who aso holds
the Finance department, has also al-
located funds for these new schemes
in the annual Budget for 2024-25
fiscal.Thisis the first Budget of the
BJP government in Odisha after the
party won the 2024 Assembly polls
in the state.

Subhadra Yojana : The Chief
Minister announced the launch of
Subhadra scheme for women in
Odishawhiletabling the Budget pro-
posal in the House.The state govern-
ment has allocated a sum of Rs
10,000 crore for the scheme in this
year's Budget. Under the scheme, the
government will provide cash
voucher of Rs 50,000 to the women.
The beneficiaries can encash the
vouchers in two years. The scheme
Is scheduled to be rolled out on the
occasion of PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi's birthday on September 17.

L akhpati Didi : The BJPgovern-
ment will launch the Lakhpati Didi
schemein Odisha. Under the scheme,
the state government will create 25

Consumersin Odishaalready grap-
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lakh Lakhpati Didi by 2027 to boost
the women self-help groups (SHGS)
in the state. The government has al-
located Rs 1,162 crore for the
scheme.
Malati Devi Prak-Vidyalaya
Paridhan Yojana

The state government will intro-
duce Malati Devi Prak-Vidyalaya
Paridhan Yojanato provide uniforms
to around 18 lakh Anganwadi kids. It
has alocated a sum of Rs 93 crore
for the scheme. JashodaT he BJP gov-
ernment in Odisha will launch
Jashoda scheme to provide financia
assistanceto orphaned childreninthe
state. An allocation of Rs83 crore has
been made for this purpose.

Surendra Sai Dibya Drusti
Yojana
The state government will imple-

fected the budget of the common

By B WL IR
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ment a new scheme named as
Surendra Sai Dibya Drusti Yojanato
provide comprehensive eye care to
people. It will provide free treatment
for cataract and other eye diseases
under the scheme. There will be free
eye check-up and power glasses for
the needy people. The government
has allocated Rs 45 crore for the
scheme in this year's Budget.
Godabarisha Mishra Adarsha
Vidyalaya

The government will implement
Godabarisha Mishra Adarsha
Prathamik Vidyalaya scheme to pro-
vide quality education to children of
rural and semi-urban areasin Odisha.
It has allocated Rs 50 crore towards
this scheme.

Madho Singh Hata K harcha

The government hasannounced the
launch Madho Singh Hata Kharcha
scheme to check school dropout
among tribal childrenin Odisha. Un-
der the scheme, the state government
will provide annual incentive of Rs
5,000 to tribal studentswho have en-
rolled themselves in Class-1X and
Class-X1. The scheme will benefit
around 3 lakh tribal students in the
state. The government has allocated
asumof Rs156 crorefor thisscheme.
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pling with the soaring vegetable
prices further felt the pinch in their
pockets as the price of potatoes has
increased by Rs 10-15 per kg in the
last couple of days. Theretail price of
potato has reached Rs 45-50 per kg
in Odishamarket causing hugeincon-
venience to the common man. As per
market insiders, the short supply of
potatoes in the wholesale market be-
cause of a strike by traders in
neighbouring West Bengal hasled to
ahuge pricerise.Potato was available
in the market at around Rs 30 per kg
on July 20. However, the price was
doubled only after a day to the utter
dismay of the consumers. Now, it has
reached Rs 50 per kg. Aspotatoisan
essential vegetable, consumers are
forced to buy it despite the soaring
price. The situation has severely af-

[

The Uttar Pradesh government has
firmly opposed petitions challenging

its directive requiring shop owners [

along the Kanwar Yatraroute to dis-

play their names prominently.In a §

detailed submission to the Supreme
Court, the state government said that
the directive was issued to ensure a
peaceful and orderly pilgrimage.The
state government further explained
that the directive was issued in re-
sponse to complaints received from
Kanwariyas regarding confusion
caused by the names of the shopsand
eateries." Theyatraisan arduousjour-
ney, where some Kanwariyas, i.e. the
Dak Kanwariyas, do not even stop to
rest once the Kanwar is on their
shoulders. There are sacred features
of the pilgrimage, such asthefact that
the Kanwar, once filled with holy
Gangajal, is not to be kept on the
ground; nor under the shadow of the

man.'The price of potato has soared
to Rs50 per kg in Bhubaneswar mar-
ket. However, we have no option but
to buy the vegetable asit is an essen-
tial kitchen item," rued Bidyadhar

Jena, a Bhubaneswar resident.'lf the E

price of potato soarsto Rs 50, | won-
der how the common man would sur-
vive!' said Jayant Routray, another
resident of Bhubaneswar.As per the
retall traders, the supply of potatoes
from West Bengal has been com-
pletely halted as the traders in the
neighbouring State have been con-
tinuing protestsfor thelast four days.
Even the amount of potatoes stocked
inside cold storages has reduced
considerably.As per the state traders
association, the potato mission
launched during the tenure of Naveen
Patnaik's government has completely
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gular tree. It may also be noted that a
Kanwaria embarks on the Yatra after
yearsof preparation,” the government
said in its statement.The Kanwar
Yatra, an annual pilgrimage where
devotees of Lord Shiva, known as
Kanwariyas, travel to fetch holy wa-
ter from the Ganges River, sees mil-
lions of participants each year.The
Uttar Pradesh government claimed
that the directive was introduced in
response to specific complaintsfrom

7/26/2024, 9:21 PM

falled While Odisha requwes 14 5
lakh tons of potatoes every year, the
State is only producing 80,000-
90,000 tons of potatoes per
year.'Odisha government needs to
speak with West Bengal to find regu-
lar supply of potatoesto the State. We
are severely short of supply and the
matter needs to be addressed imme-
diately,’ said Sudhakar Panda, Gen-
eral Secretary of Odisha traders as-

e

Kanwariyas. Pilgrims had allegedly
raised concerns about the food being
served along the route, which led to
apprehensions regarding its prepara-
tion in line with religious practices.
The opposition hastargetted the gov-
ernment calling the directive 'anti-
muslim' and aimed at creating divi-
sions within the society.Devotees
acrossthe nation began their Kanwar
Yatra on July 22, on the occasion of
the first Monday of 'Sawan'.Many
devoteesthronged temples dedicated
to Lord Shiva to offer their prayers
and also took aholy dip inthe Ganga
to mark the first Monday of
‘Sawan'.Devotees flock to temples,
including the M ahakale shwar temple
in Ujjain, the Kashi Vishwanath
temple in Varanasi, the Kali Paltan
templein Meerut, and the Jharkhandi
Mahadev Templein Gorakhpur, to of -
fer their prayers.
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