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The NITI Aayoq Meeting and a Prime Ministey in Denial

The newly reconfigured Niti Aayog
meets [today] under the aegis of Prime
Minister NarendraModi.The chief min-
istersof all Opposition-ruled states[ex-
cept Bengal] are boycotting the meet-
ing, arguing that there is no point at-
tending afiscal planning meeting when
the Centre has so openly discriminated
against them in the Union
Budget.Among other things, the total
boycott signals that Centre vs States is
likely to be a running firefight in the
NDA government's third term.But the
most bizarre item of news surrounding
the meeting is this: It will be the first
time Modi and Manipur chief minister
N Biren Singh will bein the sameroom
after ethnic conflict broke out in the
state on 3 May last year.Biren Singh
had, way back in January, sought a
meeting with Modi, but the PM had no
time for him. In June, three del egations
from Manipurcamped in Delhihoping
for a meeting with the PM, but with no
luck.Now Biren Singh is reportedly
hoping - hoping! - for one-on-one time
with the PM on the sidelines of the Niti
Aayog meeting, to "brief the PM" on
Manipur'scritical issues. Why would he
need to do that, when he also says that
he isin touch with the PM 24/7?All of
this is part of Modi's 'Teflon PM'
playbook. Whenever something goes

PIB Fat-ChecksMamatals Mic
St Claim, Stharaman Lashes
Out At Her AmicNITI Mest Row

Union finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman lambasted West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee over her alle-
gations of latter's mic being switched off
during the ongoing NITI Aayog meeting
in New Delhi.She said that it's unfortunate
that achief minister isframing afalse nar-
rative. She urged that Banerjee should
speak thetruth behind thisrather than again
build a narrative based on falsehood."CM
Mamata Banerjee attended the NI TI Aayog
meeting. We all heard her. Every CM was
given the allotted time and that was dis-
played on the screen which was present
before every table...She said in the media
that her mic was put off. That iscompletely
false. Every CM was given their due time
to speak...It's unfortunate that the chief
minister of West Bengal, Mamata Banerjee
has claimed that her mic was switched off
which is not true...She should speak the
truth behind this rather than again build a
narrative based on falsehood,” newsagency
ANI guoted Sitharaman as saying.Her re-
marks came after Banerjee alleged that her
that her microphone was deliberately
switched off when she started speaking
about the allocation of funds for the state.
She then walked out of the ongoing
meeting."...| was speaking, my mic was
stopped. | said why did you stop me, why
are you discriminating. | am attending the
meeting you should be happy instead of that
you are giving more scope to your party
your government. Only | am therefromthe
opposition and you are stopping me from
speaking...This is not only the insult of
Bengal but also of all regional parties..."
she alleged.Banerjee further said that she
was the only opposition voice at the meet-
ing but claimed she was still not given
proper timewhile other speakersbefore her
spoke for 10-15 mins, including Andhra
Pradesh CM Chandrababu Naidu who she
said spoke for around 20 minutes.
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wrong, Modi takes great care to dis-
tance himself from it - crumbling in-
frastructure, civil war in Manipur,
Chinad's transgressions along the LAC,
a collapsing railway ecosystem, what-
ever, he doesn't want to know, because
what he doesn't know about, he can't
be held accountable for.The state,
meanwhile, continues to smmer. The
latest development is that the Naga
rebel group NSCN-IM hastaken ahand,
terming the ongoing violence an attack
on Christian Kukis by Meitei armed
group Arambai Tenggol. In a statement
tothemedia, thegroup says:"Itis, there-
fore, natural that NSCN should take a
stand to guard the interest and safety of
the Christiansin Manipur, given thefact
that Arambal Tenggol bears a strong
animosity towards the Christians, both
in spirit and action"Just what the
troubled state needs - an armed Naga
rebel group threatening to take a hand
in the conflict.Meanwhile the Manipur
police reports problems with its wire-
ess handsets, hampering communica-
tions even as sporadic acts of violence
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| remember, inthelast USelection,
the astrologer community was betting
on Donald Trump winning again.
However, | predicted Joe Biden'svic-
tory and was trolled on social
media.But, | was proved right. After
Biden'swin, | had also predicted that
Trump supporters would indulge in
riotsimmediately after the elections.
Thiswas based on the US's astrology
chart.Now, the much-awaited elec-
tions are slated for November 2024.
Initially, two contenders were run-
ning for President - Biden and Trump.
Assessing the situation in which
Biden was sailing and eventually
dropping out, | weighed other con-
tendersin hisplace and analysed first
the chart of Kamala Harris.Apart
from Kamala Harris, | have also

Q08 i

Srinagar: A soldier waskilled while
four others, including a major-rank
officer, were injured during an ongo-
Ing encounter between the Army and
extremists in frontier Kupwara dis-
trict of north Kashmir on
Saturday.The exchange of fire took
place on aforward post in Kamkari,

I new

continue in various parts of the state.In
Parliament the Congress, which won
both Lok Sabhaseatsfrom Manipur, has
called out the Union government for
making no special provisions for the
state. The party pointsout that whilethe
Finance Minister has provided financial
assistanceto flood-hit Assam, Manipur,
despite suffering the twin blows of a
catastrophic hailstorm and two succes-
sive floods for the first time in over 20
years, did not even merit amention, far
less special aid, in the Budget
speech.How doesa Central government,
whose motto is supposedly sabkasaath,
sabka vikas, sabka vishwas, get away
with so casually, calloudly, ignoring a
state where a civil war has been raging
for 452 days now, and counting?This
week, the US State Department updated
its travel advisory to include Manipur,
warning of terrorism and rape (empha-
sismine):Revising itstravel advisory to
include the northeastern statesin India,
the United States has asked its nation-
alsto not travel to Manipur, Jammu and
Kashmir, the India-Pakistan border, and

AT ASHm e

analysed charts of other Democrats
like, Gretchen Whitmer, thetwo-term
governor of Michigan and a popular
leader from the Midwest. She has
campaigned for Biden in the past and
has not been shy about her political
aspirations. Based on her chart (Au-
gust 23, 1971, at 20.51, Lansing,
Michigan, USA) sheisnot awinning
candidate against Trump. Another
probable candidate could have been
California's Governor, Gavin
Newsom (born on October 10, 1967,
at 10.13am, in San Francisco, USA);
he is from the Biden administration.
Based on his chart, he also is not a
winning candidate against Trump.As
per Reuters IPSOS poll, the only per-
sonwho could beat Trump in Novem-
ber was Michelle Obama. However,
the former First Lady has repeatedly
said she does not have presidential
aspirations.Hillary Clinton is also
being pressurised to run for the presi-
dential elections. She was born on
October 26, 1947, at 18.45 in Chi-
cago, Illinois, USA. Having analysed
her chart, | can say that she is aso
not a competitive candidate against
Trump.The reason for analysing all
the other probable candidates is to
ensure that all options, apart from

JME]

Macchal Sector in Kupwara near the &y

Line of Control (LoC), the Army
said. The movement of terrorists was
detected by the Army during searches
near Kamkari post, sources said. As
the army challenged the terrorists,
they fired upon the party, which was
effectively retaliated, triggering off a
gunfight in which five soldiers, in-
cluding a major, were injured.The
injured soldiers were immediately
shifted to hospital, where one of them

succumbed to his i |nJur|es sources
added. There hasbeen no official con-
firmation about the death of the sol-
dier till this report was filed.Earlier
Army's Chinar Corpsinapost on X,
said: "There hasbeen exchange of fire
with unidentified personnel on afor-
ward post in Kamkari, Macchal Sec-
tor on the line of control. One Paki-
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areasinthe country where Naxalitesare
active. Initsadvisory, the State Depart-
ment has mentioned that "rapeis one of
the fastest growing crimes in India,
sexual assault at tourist sites and terror-
ist attacks with little or no warning" to
discourage travel to the country.In this
connection, note that the tourism
sector'soutlay hasbeenincreased inthe
2024 Budget "to achieve 'Amrit Kaa'
vision", whatever that is. Sitharamanin
her speech said:Tourism has always
been a part of our civilisation. Our ef-
fortsin to positioning India as a global
tourist destination will also create jobs,
stimulate investment and unlock eco-
nomic opportunity for other sectorslt re-
minds me of Shashi Tharoor's speech
in Parliament this week, in course of
which he said the Union Budget re-
minds him of the mechanic in the ga-
rage who told his customer "l couldn't
fix your brakes, but | haveincreased the
volume of your horn." The abovewasis
an excerpt from a post that was first
published on Prem Panicker’s Substack,
Smoke Signals. Read the original here.
|
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Kamala Harris, are weighed . You
never know, if another name pops up
later at the Democrats
convention.Democrats conventionis
scheduled between August 19 to 22,
2024, at the United Center in Chi-
cago, lllinois. By tradition, because
the Democratic Party currently holds
the White Houseg, its convention will
be conducted after the 2024 Repub-
lican National Convention, which
was held from July 15 to 18, 2024.
Asof now, thefight isbetween Trump
and Harris.It was obvious from
Biden's chart that the period was not
conducive with respect to his health.
Based on the chart, his health will be
critical in the next one year. Given
the situation, he has aready backed
off and endorsed Harris as the candi-
date from the Democrats' side for
President.Based onthe analysis of the
chartsof Harrisand Trump, itisclear
that the latter will win the elections.
In case, another person is appointed
in place of Harris, then (if at all, the
|eaders at the Democrats Convention
decide to push another candidate in
place of Kamala Harris, which most
likely may not be), the chart of that
person needsafresh analysisin com-

parison to Trump's.

stani person hasbeen killed whiletwo
of our soldiers have suffered injuries
and have been evacuated."In recent
months, there hasbeen anincreasein
infiltration attemptsalong theLoC in
Kashmir. This surge is a significant
security concern, asit highlights per-
sistent effortsby militantsto crossthe
border from Pakistan into Indian
territory.On Wednesday, asoldier and
aterrorist werekilledinasimilar gun-
fight inthe Trumkhan Top areaof the
same district. The gunfight ensued
after the security forcesfoiled an in-
filtration bid in the area.In another
incident on July 14, Army foiled an
infiltration bid along the LoC in
Keran sector of Kupwara. Three uni-
dentified terroristswerekilled during
the anti-infiltration operation.
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Sattelite Toll System: Toll plazas can be
closed in India. Because now the technol-
ogy of toll deduction iscoming from satel-
lite. Let us tell you what are the five big
things about this.Satellite Toll System: If
someone travels with his vehicle in India
And he goes from one state to another. So
he hasto pay toll tax. Toll plazas have been
built in India for toll tax. Where vehicles
haveto pay toll tax. Therewasatimewhen
peoplehadto get adipfor toll tax by stand-
ing in a line of vehicles. And had to pay
tolls manually. But now the situation has
completely changed.Fastag isnow used for
toll tax in India. For this, there is no need
to stand in lines. Now the scanner installed
at the toll plaza scans the fastag installed
onyour vehicles. And your toll isdeducted.
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New Delhl In 2004 when Rahul
Gandhi was elected to Lok Sabha for
thefirst time, he was all otted bungalow
number 12 on Tughlag Lanein Lutyens
Delhi.Thisbungalow wasbuilt for min-
isters, but citing SPG, Manmohan Singh
government allotted it to Rahul.Rahul
lived in this bungalow for 19 years,
witnessing the rise and fall of the Con-
gress party in the 21st century. How-
ever, after 19 years, he has refused to
continue residing there.

Rahul Gandhi rejects Housing
Department’s offer

After Rahul Gandhi became the
L eader of Opposition inthe Lok Sabha,
the Housing Department is working on
alotting anew bungalow for him. This
position is equivalent to that of a min-
ister, so he is entitled to a Type-8
bungalow.According to sources, Lok
Sabha's housing department initially
offered him the same bungalow on
Tughlag Lane. Officials suggested he
could continue living there, but Rahul
rejected the offer, citing Vaastu con-
cerns with its entrance and
exit.Subsequently, they proposed bun-
galow number 5 in Sunhari Bagh, but
Rahul hasnot yet accepted it. However,
his sister, Priyanka Gandhi, visited the
bungalow on Friday.When Rahul
Gandhi first moved to the Tughlag Lane
bungal ow, Congress was in power, and
it was considered a power centre dur-
ing Manmohan Singh’s government.
However, post-2014, Congress faced
successive losses.In 2019, after a sig-
nificant defeat, Rahul stepped down as
party president. His membership was
cancelled in 2023, leading to the loss
of his bungalow. He then moved to 10
Janpath with his mother, Sonia.Living
at 10 Janpath proved fortunate for
Rahul, as Congress aimost doubled its
seatsin the 2024 el ections, securing the
Leader of Opposition role.

Whereis Sunhari Bagh bungalow no.
5?Sunhari Bagh bungal ow, also located
in Lutyens Delhi under NDMC juris-
diction, is2.5 km from Parliament .Ac-
cording to the Housing Department,
there are eight types of bungalows.
Types 1 to 4 are for government em-
ployees, and Types 5 to 7 are for MPs,
allocated based on seniority. Type 8 bun-
galowsarefor Union Ministers, former
PMs, former Presidents, former Vice
Presidents, and Supreme Court judges.
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But now the news is coming that toll pla-
zas can be closed. Because now the tech-
nology of toll deduction is coming from
satellite. Let ustell you the five important
things about this. Thereisgoing to be abig
change in the way toll tax is paid in India.
The Government of India is preparing to
launch a satellite-based toll system. This
satellite-based system is called GNSS Tall
Electronic System i.e. Global Navigation
Satellite System. Union Road and Trans-
port Minister of the Government of India,
Nitin Gadkari, has also stated this in the
Rajya Sabharecently. He said that thereis
a plan to install GNSS based toll system
on some selected national highways in
India.With the implementation of the Glo-
bal Navigation Satellite System, all vehicles
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Following the recent Lok Sabha
election results, the internal discord
within the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has come under scrutiny, with
Congress leader Randeep Surjewala
accusing the party of engaging in a
'bulldozer war' against itself. Thisin-
ternal strife within the BJP follows
claims made by Delhi Chief
MinisterArvind Keriwalduring the
Lok Sabha campaign. Kejriwal had
claimed that Amit Shah would suc-
ceed Modi as Prime Minister on
Modi's 75th birthday, 17 September
2025. He also suggested that Yogi
Adityanath would be removed as UP
Chief Minister within two months of
the election results.Surjewala
claimed, “Deputy Chief Minister
K eshav Prasad Mauryahas been sum-
moned to Delhi, with indications to
remove Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath (Yogi ko thok do). | am
unsure whether it is Prime Minister
NarendraModi, Home Minister Amit
Shah, or J.P. Nadda orchestrating
these moves—only they know their
own agenda. It appearsthat Yogi Ji is
now targeting hisown deputy and the
party.” He further alleged an internal
battle within the saffron party and re-
marked, “The BJP is currently wag-
ing a 'bulldozer war'. This situation

00N UK o

Bengaluru: The CCTV footage of
the murder of a 24-year-old woman
from Bihar, aprivate firm employee,
emerged on Friday, showing the bru-
tality of the attack and the unfortu-

nate apathy of the hostel mates.The |

woman, Kriti Kumari, was murdered
on the premises of her Paying Guest
(PG) hostel in the Koramangala lo-
cality of Bengaluru on Tuesday.The
preliminary probe reveaed that the
murderer was Abhishek, a native of
Bhopal in MadhyaPradesh. Abhishek
was in a relationship with Kriti
Kumari's friend and colleague.
Abhishek's lover hailed from
Maharashtra.Abhishek used to visit
the PG hostel and often travelled to
Bengaluru from Bhopal to date his
girlfriend. Therelationship, however,
soured between them, and the victim
and her friends started to avoid him.
Sometime ago Abhishek cameto the
PG hostel and created a ruckus fol-
lowing which Kriti Kumari helped
her friend shift to a new PG hostel,
and both stopped taking his
calls.Enraged by this, Abhishek came
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will not need to take Fastag from different
banks. Nor will there be a hassle of re-
charge. The new system will be directly
connected to the satellite. For this, a toll
booth can bebuilt at adifferent place. From
where the data of all the vehicles passing
on the highway will be collected? The toll
will be charged according to the distance
traveled by the vehicle.If Global Naviga-
tion Satellite System is implemented in
entire India, then there will be no need for
physical toll plazasin India. Becausethere
will be no need to stop vehicles for toll
collection. And when there will be no need
to search for vehicles, thentherewill beno
need for toll plazas. That is, toll plazas can
be completely abolishedinfuture.L et ustell
you that the Government of Indiais cur-
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Isunacceptable asthe UP government
seems to be bulldozing the interests
of the people. We, asthe INDIA alli-
ance—comprising the Samajwadi
Party, Congress, and others—are
committed to working together for
thewelfare of the citizens. ” Specul a-
tion regarding potential changes in
the UP government intensified when
Adityanath held meetings with rep-
resentativesfrom different regions of
the state. Notably, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Keshav Prasad Maurya did not
attend the meeting in the Prayagra
division, and BJP state president
Bhupendra Chaudhary was absent
from the Moradabad meeting. Al-
though Brajesh Pathak was also miss-
ing from a meeting held on 26 July
in Lucknow, his absence was attrib-
uted to personal reasons.Varanasi
Civic Body's Order To Shut Meat
Shops On Kanwar Yatra Route Chal-
lenged In Allahabad High Court
Delhi CM Kgriwal's Claim
And Yogi Adityanath's Response
During the Lok Sabha election
campaign,Delhi CM Kejriwalcited
the BJP'spolicy, established by Modi,
to remove anyone over the age of 75
from party and government positions.
He contended, “This rule led to the
retirement of prominent figures like

to the PG hostel where Kriti Kumari
was staying on Tuesday night and
committed thecrime.The CCTV foot-
age showsADbhishek walking towards
Kriti's room holding a plastic bag in
his hand. Abhishek knocks on the
door and entersthe room. Soon after,
Abhishek is seen dragging her out
and Kriti struggles to get out of his
clutches.Abhishek, who was holding
aknifein onehand, grabsKriti's neck.
Even as Kriti struggles to avoid be-
Ing stabbed, thekiller managesto stab
her repeatedly. As Kriti loses the
strength to defend herself, the killer
takes his time and attacks her
again.Even after Kriti collapses, the
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rently going to implement GNSS Global
Navigation Satellite System only at selected
places. It will currently work on hybrid
model inIndia That s, toll will be deducted
through Global Navigation Satellite Sys-
tem and toll will continue to be deducted
through Fastag as well.Because no plan-
ning has been done yet to implement Glo-
bal Navigation Satellite System completely
in India. There are around 599 national
highways in India. So in such a situation,
It isnot completely correct to say that toll
plazaswill be completely closed. The gov-
ernment iscurrently thinking of implement-
ing the GNSStoll system on only afew of
these highways. That means on the rest of
the highways, toll will continue to be de-
ducted through Fastag.
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Lal Krishna Advani and Murli
Manohar Joshi. It is now being used
to clear the way for Amit Shah.”"He
further claimed that Yogi Adityanath
was thelast remaining threat to Amit
Shah's assent; hence, PM Modi and
Amit Shah were planning to remove

him from Shah's way. "If they form
the government, Yogi Adityanath will
also be removed from the CM's post
withintwo months,” Kgjriwal said.In
response, Adityanath dismissed
Kgriwal’s statements, accusing him
of losing his grip on reality follow-
ing his incarceration. According to
PTI, Adityanath said, “Kegriwal has
lost his mind after going to jail. The
Delhi CM, who shattered Anna Haz
are's aspirations and sided with the
corrupt, is now targeting me. He has
embraced the Congress, against who
mAnna rotested like a necklace.”

(elilE:

Killer holds her by the hair and stabs
her. He then takes a step away from
her, and after seeing her still breath-
ing, he tries to dlit her throat again
before running away.Kriti managesto
sit up after the brutal attack and cries
for help. The PG hostel mates slowly
open their doorsbut nonedareto help
Kriti. They are seen trying to make
phone calls. They talk among them-
selvesasKriti managesto sit for some
time, bleeding severely.One of the
young women staying is seen slowly
opening the door, peeping out, and
then going back to her room. Kriti
pleads with another woman standing
at adistance. Asthegirl standing at a
distancetakes stepstowards her, Kriti
collapses findly, the CCTV footage
shows.Bengaluru Police Commis-
sioner B. Dayananda said on Friday
that the police haveformed three spe-
cial teamsto nab the accused. Sources
said that the teams have gone to
Bhopal and other places in Madhya
Pradesh. The accused Abhishek had
switched off his phone and disap-
peared, sources said.
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