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Annamalal gets Selected for
thresmonth fellowship in UK

BJP's Tamil Nadu state president, K
Annamalal, is all set to go on athree-
month sabbatical from his political ca-
reer, as he has been selected for the
United Kingdom Foreign Office's
Chevening Gurukul Fellowship for
L eadership and Excellence programme.
The fellowship programme begins in
mid-September and will conclude in
November. According to sources,
Annamalai had applied for the
programme before the 2024 Lok Sabha
electionsand had attended the interview
in Delhi in May.Sources close to
Annamala told TNM that he has re-
guested the BJP high command to re-
lievehimfromthedutiesasastate presi-
dent until he completesthe courseinthe
UK. Annamalai had applied for the
Chevening Gurukul Fellowship pro-
gram me as the founder of 'We The
L eaders foundation, an NGO he started
after he quit civil service.The program
me is hosted by the University of Ox-
ford within the Department of Politics
and International Relations, according
to the Chevening website. The UK for-
eign office hasbeen running the fellow-
ship programme for more than 20 years
for "young high-flyers and mid-career
professionals and professionals from
diverse backgrounds with strong and
demonstrable leadership potential,” the
website says. The British High Commis-
sion will make an announcement on
July 26. Around ten other professionals
are part of the programmethistime. The
Chevening Gurukul Fellowshipisal12-
week programme for which 12 candi-
dates are selected each year as Gurukul
Fellows from India. The 12-week resi-
dential course will be held at the De-
partment of Politics and International
Relations at the University of
Oxford.Sources told TNM that
Annamalai has already attended a
couple of pre-orientation programs re-
lated to the fellowship and will be head-
ing to Oxford University in September.
Meanwhile, the BJP high command is
expected to appoint an acting president
for the state and hectic parleys are un-
derway as there are too many contend-
ers for the post.The former I1PS officer
joined the BJP in August 2020. He
called himself a'loyal foot soldier of the
party'. Since he joined the party,
Annamala has been the centre of sev-
eral controversiesin the state. The first
major issue was in July 2021 when he
faced amassive scandal involving state
general secretary KT Raghavan. Madan
Ravichandran, aformer journalist, BJP
member and confidante of Annamalai,
released avideo of Raghavan allegedly
asking for sexual favoursfrom awoman
party worker. Madan claimed he had
proof to show the involvement of at
least 15 other senior party leaders in
similar issues.The next onewasin Janu-
ary 2022, when 17-year-old Lavanya
died in Thanjavur district. Her parents
and the BJP alleged that she died by
suicide after she was under pressure to
convert to Christianity. It was Annam
ala who rallied the party leaders to
work closely with the VHPto politicise
the incident.Following that, a series of
four audio tapes were released by
Annamala in 2023, through which he
alleged that the DMK government was
involved in corruption. Titled 'DMK
files, he claimed that the assetslisted in
part one of the audio tapes, purportedly
worth Rs 1.34 lakh crore, are ow ned by
12 individuals, including Stalin's fam-
ily members and other senior leaders.
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When Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman rises to present her sev-
enth budget in the last week of July,
predictably all eyeswill beonthein-
come tax rates. Almost all taxpayers
are eagerly waiting for a relaxation
of income tax rates or slabs to be
tweaked so that their tax outgo climbs
down.But do you know what rates at
which our earlier generationsused to
pay tax in this country. A look at the
income tax rates in the decades fol-
lowing Independence appears noth-
ing short of an economic thriller.

Colonial India’sfirst budget

Income wasfirst taxed in India by
James Wilson, a man from Scotland
serving the British government on
April 7, 1860, when he presented the
first budget of the administration in
this country. He was supposed to be
the first finance minister of colonial
India.After Independence, the first
finance minister of the country R K
Shanmukham Chetty presented the
first budget on November 26, 1947.

97.75% peak rate and 11 tax
slabs

Income tax rates stood at 97.75%
after Independence. There were as
many as 11 tax dabs. For a govern-
ment that was seized with poverty,
hunger, lack of development and in-
frastructure, raising resources was
obvioudly theoverriding challenge.In
1949-50, finance minister John
Mathai brought down income tax
rates on annual income up to Rs
10,000 by a quarter of an annafrom
one anna to nine pies. In undivided
India. an annawas equal to 1/16 of a
rupee. One annawas further divided
into 4 paisa or 12 pies. Therefore, a
rupee was 64 paise and 192 pies.

Y B Chavan’sbalm

Rafale's Makesinslndia plans g

French Aviation major Dassault
Aviation SA is in the process of ac-
quiring land near Jewar international
airport for amaintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) facility for India's
Mirage 2000 and Rafal e fighters, set-
ting the stage for the local manufac-
turing of latest versions of Rafale
fighters in the country to meet the
Indian Air Force's long-pending re-
quirement of around 100 twin-engine
multi-rolefightersthat will be needed
over the next two decades, according
to two people familiar with the
matter.Notwithstanding the political
ferment in France - the French far-
right front National Rally won the
first round of voting for the National
Assembly, with 33% of the votes,
ahead of the ruling coalition's 20% -
the Emmanuel Macron government
and Dassault have offered in writing
to manufacture Rafale fightersin In-
diaunder the "Make in India" rubric
with locally sourced components to
meet |AF's demand, the two people
added, asking not to be named. This
comes even as engine maker Safran
SA is setting up a MRO facility to
handle Rafale fighter engines (if
numbers are enough) at Hyderabad
adjacent to the company's LEAP en-
gine facility for civilian aircraft,
which will beready by 2025. Safran,
the people added, has conveyed that
if thereisaRafale order for IAF, itis
willing to manufacture the M-88 en-
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1974-75 was a landmark year in
the history of income tax since fi-
nance minister Yashwantrao
Balwantrao Chavan brought down
the marginal income tax rate from
97.75% to 75%.For those earning up
to Rs 6,000 a year, there was no tax
onincometo be paid. Taxeswerere-
duced on all tax slabs. The marginal

rate of basic income tax was at 70% ‘l

on the income above Rs 70,000. The
surcharge was made uniform 10% for
all income brackets. Thetotal impact
of income tax and surcharge would
go up to 77% of the taxable income
on the highest slab.
V P Singh halvestax slabs

The next big income tax reform
came in 1985-86 when the adminis-
tration under Vishwanath Prtap Singh
slashed the income tax slabs from
eight to four.The highest rate of mar-
ginal tax was brought down from
about 62% to 50%.Anyone earning
below Rs 18,000 did not have to pay
tax on income. An annual income
between Rs 18,001 and Rs 25,000
made one eligible to pay income tax
at 25%.The next rate was 30% —
applicable on yearly income between
Rs 25,001 and Rs 50,000. It climbed
to 40% for income between Rs
50,001 and Rs 1 lakh and beyond Rs
1 lakh a year any income attracted
50% tax.

Three dabsand 20% min rate

The inauguration of the economic
reforms could not have left income
tax untouched. Finance minister
Manmohan Singh brought down the
number of tax slabs to three and the
lowest rate 20% wasfixed for income
between Rs 30,000 and Rs
50,000.The next slab was 30% for
annual income between Rs 50,000

ginesinIndiaGiventhat HAL'sLCA
Mark Il with GE-414 engines, which
will replacethe Mirage 2000, will not
be ready before the middle of the next
decade, the Rafale fighter will not
only meet India's requirement but
also allow India to export the same
fighters to third countries. Dassault
has already started sourcing titanium
parts from companies in India for
manufacture Rafalefightersand plans
to add morelocal vendorsto the sup-
ply chain list.According to the two
people, the manufacture of Rafale
fightersinIndiaisawin-win for both
close allies as Dassault already has
some 300 fighter ordersin hand from
Croatia, Greece, Serbia, Egypt, Qatar,
UAE and Indonesia and has no ca-
pacity to manufacture extraplanesfor
India. The company is also in talks
with Saudi Arabiafor supply of fight-
ers and the French Air Force has
asked it for 42 more Rafales.|AF is
already operating 36 Rafale fighters

90
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and Rs 1 lakh. The highest tax slab
was 40% for those earning morethan
Rs 1 lakh.
Chidambaram’s scissors

The 1997-98 budget presented by
Finance Minister P Chidambaram is
considered by many to be another
landmark budget. He slashed the pre-
vailing threeincometax rates of 15%,
30% and 40% to 10%, 20% and 30%
respectively. The lowest slab was ap-
plicable to those earning between Rs
40,000 and Rs 60,000, the second
dlab to those between Rs 60,000 to
Rs 1.5 lakh, and finally the highest
30% rate was slapped on those with
an income above Rs 1.5 lakh.The
standard deduction of Rs 20,000 was
made uniform for all categories.

Arun Jaitley halves lowest rate

In2017-18, Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley halved the tax rates for indi-
viduals earning between Rs 2.5 lakh
and Rs 5 lakh a year to 5%. A new
rebate was added under Section 87A
of the Income-tax Act, 1961. The
combinedimpact of therebate and the
reduction of the tax rate meant that
anyoneearning upto Rs3lakh ayear
would not have to pay any tax onin-
come. Those earning between Rs 3
lakh to Rs 3.5 lakh would pay Rs
2,500.

shobin the arm

with Hammer and SCALP missiles
with the Indian Navy currently in-
volved in price negotiations for 26
Maritime Strike Rafales for the INS
Vikrant aircraft carrier. Indiaalready
has base mai ntenance depots, repairs,
training and simulatorsfor Rafalesin
its Ambala air base.Given the gesta-
tion period for fighters and engines
isover decades, the Modi government
has also taken reassurance from
France'sstablelicensing policy which
will ensure there is no hiccup -- like
Russia, France has been supplying
aircraft to India since the Toofani
fighter in 1953.The peopl e added that
Safran is aso ready for ajoint ven-
ture with an Indian company for
manufacture of engines for Indian
Multi-Role Helicopters (IMRH) so
that Indiadoes not have to look for a
third country for urgent supplies.With
the Chinese PLA in an aggressive
mood on the land and seawith India
and equipped with its own fifth gen-
eration J-20 fighters, the Indian Air
Force needs to be bolstered as its
force levels are below its projected
requi rement. Chinahasdeveloped the
WS-15 engine, reverse engineering it
from the Russian AL-31, and is rap-
idly expandingitsforcelevelsonland,
air and sea. "India can ill afford to
further delay the acquisition of ad-
vanced multi-rolefighters asthe Chi-
nese challenge will increase by the
day," said anational security planner.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday chaired the National Demo-
cratic Alliance's (NDA) parliamentary
party meeting, in what was hisfirst ad-
dressto the MPs of the ruling bloc dur-
ing thefirst session of Parliament since
he assumed office for a third
term.During the meeting, the Prime
Minister advised all NDA MPs to not
behave the way Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi didinthe Lok Sabha. ThePrime
Minister, referring to the Opposition,
also said some have become restless as
no prime minister, after Jawaharlal
Nehru, has been able to win three con-
secutiveterms, amilestone achieved by
a 'tea-seller'. The NDA meeting comes
amid discussions in the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha on the Motion of Thanks
to President Droupadi Murmu's address
to ajoint sitting of Parliament.After the
meeting, Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju, while speaking to re-
porters, said, "Today, the Prime Minis-
ter gave usan important mantra. Hesaid
that every MP has been elected to the
House to serve the nation. Irrespective
of the party they belong to, service to
the  nation iIs our  first
responsibility.""Every NDA MP hasto
work by prioritising the country. The
PM also guided us well regarding the
conduct of MPs and said that every MP
should present the matters of their con-
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Trinamool Congress MP Mahua
Moitra on Monday taunted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in the Lok
Sabha, recalling how he had twice
visited her constituency of
Krishnanagar to campaign, unsuc-
cessfully, and telling him, " Dariye
mat (Don't be afraid)"."Honourable
PrimeMinister, | would sincerely re-
guest you, since you have been here
for the better half of one hour, Yeh
bhi sunte hue jaaiye, dariye mat....
You cameto my areatwiceduring the
campaign. Yeh bhi sunte jaaiye,"
Mahua said, asking him to hear her
speech t0o.She had risen to speak just
as Modi was stepping out of the
House, appearing rattled after having
sat through the speech of leader of
the Opposition (LoP) Rahul
Gandhi."Never mind, my bad luck,"
Mahua said as Modi ignored her
request.A littlelater, Rahul too left the
House, prompting BJP members to
jeer at Mahua."Koi baat nahi. Woh
mere LoP hain. Woh humko already
sunn chuke hain (Noissues. Heismy
LoP, he has already heard me)," she
said.Mahua, expelled from the pre-
vious Lok Sabha last December on
cash-for-query charges, sought to
underline her triumphant
return."Much like Lord Krishna pro-
tected Draupadi, the people of
Krishnanagar have protected me. In
thelast year, alot of peoplelooked at
me and said, 'Oh Mahua, you must
have lost a lot. You lost your mem-
bership, you lost your (Delhi) house'
and - by theway - | alsolost my uterus
toasurgery," shesaid."But you know
what | gained?' Mahuaadded.Mahua
said: "I gained what Rahulji said
(was) freedom fromfear. | do not fear
you. Wewill seetheend of you. Your
ED, your CBI, your income-tax (de-
partment), your trolls, your media,
your bought-out judges, nobody can
scare us." She claimed thetermination
of her House membership had cost
the BJP 63 seats in the general

stituency in the House very well as per
the rules. He also told us to develop
expertise in other major issues of inter-
est,” Rijiju said."The Prime Minister
also made onerequest. Every MP, along
with their family, should visit the
Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya, behind
which there was no political agenda.
Thiswasan effort to | et the entire coun-
try know of the contribution of each
prime minister, appreciate it, and learn
from it,” the Union Minister
said.Speaking to reporters about the
meet,Union Minister and LJP (Ram
Vilas) leader Chirag Paswan said,
"Learning from the Prime Minister's
experience, when we have seen Parlia-
mentary traditions being flouted re-
cently, meansalot. We got hisguidance
on it today."Later today, PM Modi is
also expected to reply to the discussions
in both Houses.Official sources told
news agency PTI that all members of
Parliament of theBJP anditsallieswere
notified about today's meeting and were
asked to attend it.Though the Prime
Minister in the past has addressed the
NDA MPs on a few occasions, espe-
cially when he was elected as their
leader ahead of all his three terms, he
generally speaks at the meetings of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MPs dur-
Ing sessions.The devel opment assumes
significance asthe BJP, for thefirst time

e

election."Thelast timel stood here, |
was not allowed to speak. But the
ruling party has paid a heavy price
for throttling the voice of one MP"
she said."Mujhe baithane ke chakkar
me, janta ne aapko 63 seats par per-
manently baithadiya. You have gone
down from 303 seatsto 240." She ap-
peared to be referring to the way she
had been prevented from speaking,
in the previous Lok Sabha, on the
motionfor her expulsion.She mocked
Modi for claiming in Parliament in
the past that he a one overweighed the
Opposition, counting the number of
constituencies from where the BJP
had lost in 2024 after the Prime Min-
ister campaigned there."Ek akela,
kitno pebhari?' shesaid, sarcastically
using Modi'sown wordsagainst him,
and claimed the BJP had lost 20 of
the 23 seatsin Bengal - and 15 of the
18 in Maharashtra - where Modi had
campaigned.Mahua said God had
punished the BJP for its arrogance,
and flagged Modi's claim that he did
not have a biological birth but was
sent by God to do His work."By the
end of 2023, this government had
reached the pinnacle of their arro-
gance, where this parliamentary de-
mocracy was replaced by the mon-
strous super-cult, the cult of the su-
preme leader. The non-biological
leader born of the Paramatma who
stood in his House and proclaimed,
'‘Abki baar chaar sau paar (Thistime,
400-plus)'," she said."Whether in
Greek mythology or Indian mythol-
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Lok Sabhaintherecently held pollsand

depends on its allies for the
government's continuation.On Monday,
the Lok Sabha was adjourned until 11
am on Tuesday.While Rahul Gandhi
stirred a row with his remarks on Hin-
duism, the Leader of the Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge
,accused PrimeMinister NarendraModi
of "divisive" speeches during the Lok
Sabha elections. The two Houses took
up the debate on the motion of thanks
on the President's address withPM
M odislammingRahul Gandhiduring his
speech."Calling the entire Hindu com-
munity violent is a very serious
matter,"PM Modisaid.Later, Home
MinisterAmit Shahalso demanded an
apology fromRahul Gandhi.While
theBJPheld a press conference later to
denounceRahul Gandhi's remarks,
Congressalso held an evening presser
to slam the ruling party at the Centre.

11
ogy, if you act with arrogance towards
the Gods, you'll be punished."She
went onto say the"GanaDevata' (the
people) had punished the BJP with a
victory that was "tantamount to a
defeat".She referred to the BJP's de-
feat in Faizabad-Ayodhya - where
Modi had consecrated the Ram
temple ahead of the polls - and ad-
joining seats."Aap ghus ke maarte
theh, janta ne aapko ghus ke maar
diya(You used to enter others homes
to hit them, the people have entered
your home and hit you)," she said,
drawing cheers from the Opposition
benches.Modi had spoken of having
"entered others' homes and hitting
them" in reference to strikes on ter-
rorists on Pakistani territory.Amid
loud cheers from the Opposition
benches, she added: "Their 303 seats
brute majority, the rgjtantra (monar-
chy), has been reduced to 240 seats
by the loktantra (democracy). They
are still living in the age of the
sengol." She accused the Election
Commission (EC) of turning a blind
eye to the hateful speeches made by
BJP campaigners including
Modi."The Opposition has won in
spite of the EC and not because of the
EC," sheadded, hitting back at praises
showered on the poll panel in the
President's address.Mahua's party
colleaguein the Rgjya Sabha, Jawhar
Sircar, sought to punch holes in the
BJP's propaganda on governance.
The World Bank Government Effi-
ciency Index, hesaid, ranked Indiaat
66."We are behind Botswana, Fiji,
Mauritius, Lithuania, Latvia.... If we
spent moretime on actual governance
rather than on advertising slogansand
taglines made by ad agencies...,
things could have taken place in last
10 years," he said.Sircar flagged the
Trinamool complaint about the Cen-
tredenying Bengal fundsfor centrally
sponsored schemes and for dealing
with calamities, alleging an economic
blockade of the state.
| H B
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On Monday, Lok Sabha witnessed a fi-
ery speech by Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi during the debate on Motion of
Thankson President'saddressto ajoint sit-
ting of Parliament.He accused leaders of
theruling party of dividing people on com-
munal lines. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
MP Ravi Kishan on Tuesday reacted to
Rahul Gandhi's speech and called it 'un-
fortunate’. Now filmmaker Hansal Mehta
took a dig at Ravi Kishan's statement via
his latest post on X (previously Twitter). (
Hansal Mehtareveashewasfired by Ekta
Kapoor from aTV show: 'l was sacked in
15 days)

What Ravi Kishan said

Ravi Kishan reacted to Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi's speech in Parliament and
said, "It was very unfortunate... He was
throwing and picking up Shiv Ji's image
on and from his desk. It was unfortunate
that he was using God in his debate. His
speech showed immaturity and it seemed
asif he came to the house only for provo-
cation... Thisbuilding hasahistory of host-
ing decent |eaders who spoke with respect,
but today all that was compromised..."

Hansal Mehta reacts

Hansal Mehta reposted Ravi Kishan's
statement with the caption, "Alelelelelele
munna..." which indicated a way of call-
ing a baby who is hurt.It all started when
Rahul Gandhi claimed that the leaders of
the BJP are not Hindus as they engage in
"violence and hate". Prime Minister
NarendraModi hit back soon after, accus-
ing the Congress leader of calling the en-
tire Hindu community violent. Some por-
tions of Rahul Gandhi's speech were even
expunged later.On the work front, Ravi
Kishan was last seen in Kiran Rao's
Laapataa Ladies, directed by Kiran Rao.
The film, which stars newcomers Pratibha
Ratna, Sparsh Shrivastav, and Nitanshi
God, revolves around two brides Phool and
Pushpa, who accidentally get swapped dur-
ing atrain journey.Hansal directed the hit
Netflix series Scoop last year. Hisnext, The
Buckingham Murders, starring Kareena
Kapoor, will release on September 13.

"t Mormng Yt Andivallnigr's
e To Cop ForNkingHer

Sitting in her car, Haritha Reddy,
wife of Andhra Minister Mandipalli
Ramprasad Reddy, excoriated a uni-
formed policeman for making her
wait.The policeman, Ramesh, stood
attentively and saluted her at the end
of hisordeal, showed avideo.Thein-
cident took place at Rayachoti,
Annamayya district in erstwhile
Kadapa, when shewas on her way to
a function for distribution of en-
hanced pensions to beneficiaries.
"Why are you late and isn't it morn-
Ing yet for you. You don't have auni-
form? | had to wait half an hour for
you. Even Sl isbusy with avideo con-
ference? Who paysyour salary? Gov-
ernment or YSRCP," asked Ms
Reddy, wife of the Andhra Transport
Minister.The assembled crowd
watched in silence asthe Sub Inspec-
tor was being lectured.At the end of
it, he saluted the Minister's wife and
went about his work even as the
minister's wife directed him to lead
the convoy.Critics pointed out that a
Minister's wife, unlike a Minister, is
not entitled to get a police escort or
some protocol. There has been no re-
action yet from the government.
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