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BJP leader Navneet Kaur Rana has
demanded stringent measures in re-
sponse to a disturbing incident at a
school in Badlapur. In a passionate ap-
peal, Rana urged both the government
and the Home Minister to take decisive
action against those responsible.In her
statement, Rana emphasized the need
for justice and accountability, reflect-
ing on the recent Raksha Bandhan fes-
tival. "Yesterday was Raksha Bandhan,
and | posted that the same hand that ties
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New Delhi: Slamming the Modi
government for the "rampant adop-
tion" of machine-manufactured poly-
ester flags, Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi on Tuesday called for theres-
toration of khadi as the only fabric
with the distinction of bearing the
tricolour and asserted that the fabric
must find its rightful place as an em-
bodiment of national pride.Penning
an articlein The Hindu, Gandhi said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's re-
newed call for a'Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign in the week leading up to
the Independence Day offers an op-
portunity to collectively introspect on
the national flag and its significance
to the country."His (Modi) moral du-
plicity in paying deference to the na-
tional flag while pledging allegiance
to an organisation that has remained,
indifferent to it, is one matter.The
rampant adoption of machine-manu-
factured polyester flags, with raw
materials often imported from China
and elsewhere, is another," she
said.The Flag Code of India has his-
torically required the national flag to
be made of "hand spun and hand-
woven wool/cotton/silk khadi
bunting”, she pointed out.Khadi, that
coarse but versatile and sturdy fabric
which the Mahatmahimself spun and
wovein hisleadership of the national
movement, is imbued with a special
meaning in our historical and cultural
memory, she said.Khadi is at once a
symbol of our storied past, and an
icon of Indian modernity and eco-
nomic vitality, the Congress Parlia-
mentary Party chief asserted.It wasin
deference to this eternal symbolism
that the tricolour once bore the
Mahatma's charkhaasits centrepiece,
and that the modern-day Indian flag
used toinsist on khadi asits sole fab-
ric, Gandhi said."In 2022, on the aus-
picious occasion of the 75th anniver-
sary of our Independence, the Gov-
ernment amended the code ('vide its
order dated 30.12.2021") to include
'machine made...polyester ... bunting'
and simultaneously exempted poly-
ester flags from the Goods and Ser-
vicesTax (GST). Thereby, it put them
on the same tax footing as khadi
flags," she said.At a time when it
would have been appropriate to bind
ourselves afresh to the service of our
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arakhi should protect women," shere-
marked. "Such actions should not be
committed against women."At thetime
the country is reeling under the horri-
fying incident of rape and murder of a
resident doctor in Kolkata, another
shocking incident has cometo light in
Badl apur near Mumbai. Two four-year-
old girls were sexually assaulted by a
school sweeper in a reputed school in
Badlapur. The incident took place on
August 12 and 13, reports say.The citi-
zens have now called for a citywide
shutdown over the delay by the school
administrationinfiling an FIR and tak-
Ing action against the accused. Theciti-
zens are protesting outside the school
demanding answers for the safety of
children, especialy girl studentsin the
school. The protest is receiving wide-
spread support from local unions in-
cluding rickshaw drivers, bus opera-
tors, local shopowners, and political
parties.As per reports, the sexual abuse
of theminorscameto light efter thegirl
[
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country's national symbols, the Gov-
ernment chose to set them aside and
pursue mass-market, machine-made
polyester fabric, Gandhi said.She
pointed out that the Karnataka K hadi
Gramodyoga Samyukta Sangha
(KKGSS) in Karnataka's Hubballi
district, the country's sole national
flag manufacturing unit accredited by
the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS),
had to resort to an indefinite strike to
call attention to the state-sponsored
murder of India'skhadi industry.This
decision came at atime when India,
far fromitsglory daysasagloba hub
for polyester manufacturing, became
a net importer of polyester yarn in
2023 and 2024, she said."We thus
have the real misfortune of import-
ing polyester yarn, primarily from
China, and then weaving this im-
ported yarn to produce cloth for our
national flag. This shameful inver-
sion of our nationa pride occurred
at the time of grave encroachments
by the Chinese armed forces on our
borders, and at the peak of the Prime
Minister's 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat
spectacle,” Gandhi said, in a scath-
Ing attack at the Centre." The hollow-
ness and inadequacy of the
government's vision has had direct
and calamitous consequencesfor the
Mahatma's foremost legatees - our
khadi spinners and weavers," she
said.The case of our national flag is
not an exception, rather, it is a viv-
idly poignant illustration of this
government's general disinterest in
cultivating India's storied handloom
and handicraft traditions -khadi or
otherwise, she said.Since 2014, the
government has led a consistent ef-
fort to support big corporate interests
and oligopolisation, and structurally
dismantle our nation's micro, small
and medium enterprises sector, home
to our handloom industries, the Con-
gress leader said." Demonetisation, a
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refused to attend school . After a medi-
cal examination, the truth was known.
Shockingly, it was confirmed later that
another girl also underwent the abuse.
Allegedly, a sweeper of the school
named Akshay Shinde (23), working as
a contract employee, sexually abused
the girls inside school toilet. The citi-
zens are furious because the parents
were madeto wait over 12 hourstofile
an FIR. The school administration also
did not take swift action against the cul-
prit. As per reports, the school admin-
Istration has suspended the principal
and class teacher and discontinued the
contract with the agency which was
providing sweepers.Thecitizensare not
only protesting outside the school but
also on the platforms of Badlapur rail-
way stations demanding justice for
school girls. "At Badlapur station the
train movement from 10.10 amis held
up due to protest for non-railway is-
sues," informed Dr Swapnil Nila,
spokesperson of central railway.
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punitive GST, and the unplanned
COVID-19 lockdown saw thousands
of our handloom workers quit their
professions. Our handloom tradi-
tions, a material testament to our
shared history as a society and pol-
ity, have been unravelled by the high-
handedness of this uncaring govern-
ment," she alleged. The GST contin-
ues to be a burden on our handloom
workers, with tax having been intro-
duced on the final product aswell as
onraw materialssuch asyarns, dyes,
and chemicals, she said."Our work-
ers consistent demands to exempt
handlooms from GST havefallen on
unsympathetic ears, even as surging
costs, particularly of electricity and
cotton fibre, squeeze them out,"
Gandhi said.The recently launched
VishwakarmaYojana, itself deficient
on multiple accounts, fully excludes
handloom spinnersand weaversfrom
its ambit, she noted."Meanwhile, in
aperversion of the Mahatma'svision,
the Government has taken no effort
to empower our khadi spinners and
weavers to form their own coopera-
tives outside of existing khadi insti-
tutions to market and sell their prod-
uct," she said.Government procure-
ment of khadi has fallen as depart-
ments choose to ignore or overrule
mandates that require them to do so,
she said."More worryingly, the gov-
ernment has failed to build a global
audience for Indian handlooms. At a
time when consumers across the
world are beginning to prize sustain-
able sourcing and fair trade, the fab-
ric on which Gandhiji's satyagraha
was founded should have been glo-
bally treasured. Instead, even in his
very own nation, Bapu's khadi is be-
ing denied itsidentity,” shesaid.The
Government hasfailed to regulatethe
market and khadi spun from semi-
mechanised charkhas is being sold
indiscriminately, and under the same
tag as traditional hand-spun khadi,
Gandhi said in her article Thisisto
the detriment of our khadi spinners,
whose wages do not exceed Rs 200-
Rs 250 a day despite their back-
breaking manual labour, she
said.(Except for the headline, this
story has not been edited by Times
Now staff and is published from a
syndicated feed.)
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WCD miniser Annapurna Deyi
demandshamata Sresgnation

New Delhi, Aug 19 (PTI) Women and
Child Development Minister Annapurn a
Devi on Monday demanded the resignation
of West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee over the aleged rape and murder
of adoctor in Kolkata.West Bengal iswit-
nessing a wave of anger following the al-
leged rape and murder of the trainee doc-
tor at the state-run RG Kar Medical Col-
lege and Hospital in Kolkata.\Women and
Child Development Minister Annapu rna
Devi took to X to criticise the Mamata
Banerjee-led government for its "failure"
to addresstheissue and the subsequent vio-
lence at the facility." Thefailure and insen-
sitivity of the Mamata Banerjee govern-
ment in the case of the doctor's rape and
murder have pushed public outrage to its
peak across Bengal. But instead of provid-
ing answers, the government isshamelessly
suppressing dissent and threatening those
who raise their voices," Devi wrote in her
post.She further questioned Banerjee's
moral standing and called for her resigna-
tion. The chief minister also holds home
and health portfolios."Even leaders and
MPsfrom Trinamool are now pointing fin-
gers at their own government. If there is
any shred of morality left in Mamata
Banerjee, she should immediately step
down," Devi added, using the hashtag

#ResignMamata. The comments come as
the case has sparked widespread protests
both in the state and across the country.
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The Reservation Bachao Sangharsh
Samiti has announced a Bharat Bandh
on 21 August 2024, in protest against
the Supreme Court's ruling on SC/ST
reservations. The Constitutional Bench
of the Supreme Court delivered an im-
portant verdict on August 1, 2024.The
main objective of this Bharat Bandh is
to challenge the Supreme Court's deci-
sion on the reservation and demand its
reversal.This bandh is expected to get
the support of various social and politi-
cal organizations. The purpose of the
protest is to highlight the unjust deci-
sion of the court. In view of possible
violence during the bandh, top police
officials held a meeting for preparation
through video conferencing. All divi-
sional commissioners, district magis-
tratesand senior police officersattended
the meeting. Principal Secretary Home
and Director General of Police (DGP)
chaired the meeting and directed the
officials to prepare for the demonstra-
tions to be held on August 21.What
Stays Open, Shut During Bharat Bandh
on August 21Emergency and Ambu-
lance services will remain openPolice
services will remain active to maintain
law and order.Hospitals and medical
services will remain openPharmacies
will also stay open to provide essential
medications.Apart from these govern-
ment offices, banks, schools and col-
leges will likely run effectively.
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