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The second JPC meeting on the
Wagf Board, Wagf (Amendment)
Bill 2024, held on Friday. The
meeting turned contentious as
heated arguments erupted between
BJP members and Opposition
MPs.Muslim organizationsinvited
to the meeting expressed strong
reservations about the proposed
amendments.During the marathon
session, tensions rose as Opposi-
tion MPs frequently interrupted
BJP parliamentarians. This led to
accusations from BJP members
that they were being prevented
from presenting their views. Inre-
sponse, Opposition MPs accused
the ruling party of disregarding
democratic norms and resorting to

I %l Il

Kolkata doctor's rape-murder:
Sanjay Roy, the main accused in the
K olkata doctor rape-murder casewh
Is currently detained at Presidency
correctional home, has reportedly
shown dissatisfaction with the meals
provided inthe prison.Upset with the
basic "roti-sabzi" meal, Sanjay Roy
demanded to be served egg
chowmein instead, News18reported
citing unnamed sourced.HT could
not independently verify thenews.As
per prison regulations, all inmates
must eat the same food that is pre-
pared for everyone, so his request
was denied.The sources from the
prison told news portal that that
Sanjay Roy became agitated when
served the standard roti and veg-
etables, but after being reprimanded
by thejail staff, he eventually agreed
to eat the meal.Earlier, upon his
transfer from CBI custody to the cor-
rectional home, Sanjay Roy had re-
guested extra time to sleep and was

noted to be muttering to himself.
| | I 1
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External
Jaishankar on Sunday at the ET World
Leaders Forum said that China is a
‘unique problem' because it is a unique
polity and economy.Jaishankar said,
"It's not just an Indian problem. If to-
day people are complaining about trade
deficits with China, it is because de-
cades ago, we all consciously chose to
overlook the nature of Chinese produc-
tion and the advantages which they en-
joyedin asystem wherethey got alevel
playing field with all the advantages
that they brought to bear.""There is a
genera China problem. We are not the
only country intheworld that is having
adebate about China. Go to Europe and
ask them, what is today among your
major economic or national security
debates? It's about China. Look at the
United States, it's obsessed with China,
and rightly so in many ways,"
Jaishankar further said.Jaishankar had
earlier said in an interview to PTI that
India under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has been fo-
cusing on enhancing domestic manu-
facturing in the last 10 years as there
was aneglect of the sector before 2014
that created many problems for the
country.He also suggested that the lack
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personal attacks.A particularly in-
tense exchange occurred between
BJP's Dilip Saikia and AAP's
Sanjay Singh. Singh criticized the
BJP, claiming that the party neither
understands nor adheres to the
Constitution. He also accused the
BJP of being more focused on
"grabbing power" than on gover-
nance. Singh further highlighted
issues in Delhi, where the AAPis
in power, mentioning the arrest of
party leaders and the proposal to
empower District Collectorsto de-
cide on disputed Wagf property
ownership, including non-Muslims
in Wagf boards.The concept of
'‘Waqgf by User' also sparked con-
siderable debate among MPs.

TOA00

However, after afew days, he seemed
to returnto hisnormal state, News18
added.So far, the investigation into
the rape-murder of the Kolkata doc-
tor has resulted in only one arrest,
that of Kolkata Police civic volun-
teer Sanjoy Roy, who currently re-
mainsin judicial custody.

RG Kar hospital rape-murder:
CBI continuesto quiz Sandip
Ghosh

On Friday, tbe Central Bureau In-
vestigation summoned former prin-
cipal of RG Kar Medical College
Sandip Ghosh for the 14th consecu-
tive day for questioning in connec-
tion with its probe into the
case.Sandip Ghosh, officialssaid, has
aready been quizzed by the agency
for over 140 hours, news agency PTI
reported.Besides the gruesome
crime, Sandip Ghosh is also under
theagency'slensinthefinancial mis-
conduct case at the hospital inwhich
thedeuthshave already registered an
FIR against him and other

. S

of focus in the past on the manufactur-
ing sector is linked to the upward tra-
jectory in India-China trade notwith-
standing New Delhi's approach that
normalisation of ties with Beijing is
dependent on the resol ution of the east-
ern Ladakh border row."We need to be
confident. | am clear that international
politics and international relations are
competitive. | have a neighbour like
China. | have to learn to compete," he
said."By my complaining, Chinais not
going to stop doing things. If | do not
build up my strength at home, our for-
eign policy will be as good as our do-
mestic policy,” Jaishankar said. "It isa
function of our domestic policy that if |
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AIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi,

opposing the Bill, submitted awrit-
ten note to JPC head Jagdambika
Pal. A heated argument between
Owaisi and BJP's Abhijit
Gangopadhyay further escalated
tensions, with Owaisi protesting
what he perceived asan "insulting"
remark.The boiling point was
reached when Opposition MPs
staged a walkout after a represen-
tative from a Muslim body was
denied the opportunity to speak for
a second time. Among those who
walked out were Owaisl, A. Raja,
Imran Masood, Mohammad
Abdulla, and Arvind Sawant. How-
ever, they later returned to the
meeting.Opposition MPs seized

imeninia

entities.Agency officials also
searched and questioned the former
principal at his residence last
Sunday.Sandip Ghosh was seen
walking inside the CGO Complex in
Salt Lake, which housesthe agency's
eastern regional headquarters, at
around 10.45am.On Thursday, mul-
tiple CBI teams visited the state-run
RG Kar hospital as part of its ongo-

ing investigations.
| |

can actually build up my economy, if |
can build up my manufacturing if | can
create the kind of capabilities which
today | am trying to do, | think you are
going to find the foreign policy has
much more resources and much more
tool in its toolkit to actually influence
theworld," he added.Hisresponse came
to aquery on why India'sbilateral trade
volume with China is going up when
New Delhi has been insisting that the
ties cannot be normal if the border situ-
ation isabnormal .Jai shankar suggested
that such a scenario has arisen as ad-
equate attention to the manufacturing
sector was not given before 2014 in the
country.In the last few years, the gov-
ernment has been making effortsto ex-
pand manufacturing in a number of
critical areas as part of an aim to de-
risking from China. There hasalso been
agreater focuson Indiaacquiring criti-
cal technologies to minimise import
dependency. "When you talk about
trade, what has happened is in many
ways, thefact that we actually neglected
manufacturing in this country. That in
many ways, we did not give the kind of
support to our manufacturers, especialy
our small and medium enterprises,"
Jaishankar said.
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the opportunity to poke fun. He
guestioned whether the Bill wasfor
Indiaor "Akhand Bharat."Muslim
organizations, including the All
India Sunni Jamiat-e-Ulama, for-
mally submitted their objectionsto
the Waqf Bill in JPC meeting on
Waqf Board. They argued against
the interference of government in
matters pertaining to the Wagf,
which is central to the Muslim
community. TheIndian Muslimfor
Civil Rightsalso criticized the Bill.
The outfit's president, former MP
Mohammad Adeeb, labeled it as
"illegal" and accusing the govern-
ment of meddling in religious
affairs. At the previous Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee meeting on
August 22, several Opposition
members had already voiced con-
cernsthat the Bill'sprovisionsvio-
lated fundamental rights, including
freedom of expression, religious
freedom, and equality. These con-
cerns continued to dominate the
discussionsin the second meeting,
with the next rounds schedul ed for
September 5 and 6.

IR0t

In the most signifi cant update per-
taining to the Telugu states political
atmosphere, Jagan Mohan Reddy's
L otus Pond Palace has received no-
tices from the HY DRAA, the brain-
child of Revanth Reddy which is
bringing down illegal constructions
in the city.HY DRAA served notices
to Jagan's house in Lotus Pond, cit-
ing that the property hasbeen built in
the Lotus Pond water body encroach-
ment area. The demolition noticeisa
legal reminder that the construction
in the encroachment area must be
taken down immediately or else
HYDRAA will carry on with the
demolition.Earlier, the security ar-
rangements in front of Jagan's Lotus
Pond palace were demolished by the
GHMC officials amidst complaints
that these extensions were barging
into the public road.But in a signifi-
cant movenow, HY DRAA hasserved
notice to the entire house which must
come as arude shock to everyonein-
volved. With this, Revanth Reddy has
made it clear that he isn't fazed even
by ex CM Jagan Mohan Reddy when
it comes to illegal constructions. It
shall be interesting to see how Jagan
reacts to this complex scenario.
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