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Hatred And Violence Against Muslims

Have Spread

An elderly Muslim man is beaten

up by Hindu youths in a train, who -

threaten to throw him out of thetrain.
The train kegps moving. They film

their feat.A Muslim labourer is |

beaten to death by some Hindus in
front of everyone. Administration
rushing bulldozers to demolish the
house or shop of a Muslims the
minute he or she is accused of any
crime. In areflex move.Bgrang Dal
goons enter school and attack Mus-
lim girls. People of thelocality dem-
onstrate against construction of a
Mosque and launch an agitation de-
manding itsdemolition. Residents of
a locality protest against a Muslim
buying a house in their lane. A
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MLA
threatens to enter mosques and kill
Mudlims.All thisand morewith some
variation is what we get as news in
the mediaon adaily or hourly basis.
The media people seem to be bored
with their repetition. Such newsdoes
not excite one's imagination any-
more. Readers or viewers also say
that this thing has been said so many
times and we know it. What is new
in this? Now thereis aboring famil-
larity to such news. People want to
read or hear something new every
day. Naturally the newspapers do
such news space in the front page.
There is no question of each attack
or death getting the attention of the
editorial pages.Thereisnothing new
when we report or say that that vio-
lence is being perpetrated against
Muslims in India. Hatred is being
spread against them. Does saying this
once or twice end the matter or do
people comprehend its seriousness?
Especially Hindus? Administration
and police? When this violence is
perpetrated every day in different
parts of India in different ways,
should it not be talked about?Those
who get bored of this repetition
should aso keep in mind that the in
each new episode of violence, anew
person is targeted. Every person is
different from the other, whose his-
tory and present isdifferent from oth-
ers. Hisworld of relationshipsisdif-
ferent, his joys and sorrows are
different. The name of the personwho
was killed in Charkhi Dadri of
Haryanais Sabir Malik and the name
of the old man who was attacked in
MaharashtraisHaji Ashraf Maniyar.
Similarly, the 15 Muslims who were
beaten up in Dol Bagan of Upper
Assam have 15 different names.Not
only are the people being subjected
to violencedifferent, the perpetrators
of violence area so different. But one
thing is common in all these cases:
the victims of violence are Muslims
and the perpetrators of violence are
Hindus driven by the Hindutva ha-
tred. They kill the person not because
heisa Sabir nor because heisaHgji
Ashraf. The person who is killing
does not personally know the
person.There is no reason for the
Hindu to attack the person he attacks,
who happens to be a Muslim. But
something happens to the Hindu at-
tacker when he or she learns about
theidentity of the person who would
become her target. The Muslimness
of the person is sufficient for the
Hindu attackers to humiliate or vio-
late of kill the individual who is for
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the attacker only a collective noun:
Muslim.l find it surprising that de-
spite having gotten an open license
to commit violence against Muslims
for thelast 10 years, thekillersor per-
petrators of violence still find it nec-
essary to find and give an excuse for
their violence. For example, aperson
was found carrying beef or another
person did some mischief with a
Hindu girl. But we have a so seen that
Muslims can be killed just because
they offer Namaaz. The reason given
for this violence is that they are oc-
cupying public placesin the name of
Namaaz. But recently we saw the
Hindu goons entering a closed
premise of aschool , force their way
into a closed class room and assault
Muslim girls offering Namaaz .That
means now Muslims are being at-
tacked by the perpetrators who break
into their homes and private
spaces.Someone can be killed just
because they look like a Muslim.
After Narendra Modi became the
Prime Minister for the first time,
Mohsin Sheikh was killed in Pune
only because hisMusdlim-like appear-
ance had infuriated some Hindus.
That iswhy the court al'so considered
the crime of this murder to be less
serious. The poor Hindus were of-
fended by Mohsin’'s Muslim identity
, were provoked by it and attacked
him! They are not murderers by
nature! Some reason is still to be
given for all these attacks as if that
justifiestheviolence. But now wecan
ask why should it be necessary to
giveareason for killingaMuslimin
India? Can't a Muslim be killed in
thiscountry just because heisaMus-
lim?If notinIndiawhereelsearewe
going to kill a Muslim? | think the
courts need to make provisionfor this
right to attack, humiliate, kill Mus-
lim just because they are Muslims.|t
was not long back when it was ar-
gued that it was not mainstream,
fringe elementsareinvolved in these
acts of violence. There was a time
when even Narendra Modi was not
considered to bethe representative of
the BJP, forget about Amit Shah.
When Modi used to give hate-filled
statements against Muslims, it was
said that the real leaders are Atal
Bihari Vg payee and Advani, Modi’s
words should not be taken as BJP's
words. They should not be given
Importance.But now we are seeing
that whether it is the Prime Minister
or the Home Minister or other min-
isters of BJP or the Chief Minister
and its MPs or MLAs, all are in-
volvedintheactstoincite hatred and
violence against Muslims. Earlier,
RSS organisations like Bajrang Dal
and Vishwa Hindu Parishad used to
openly commit violenceagainst Mus-
lims. Now hundreds of organisations

have come up everywhere which
commit violence against Muslims,
Even ordinary people join this vio-
lence and enjoy it.This violence has
reached anew level because now the
administration and policeare actively
committing violence against Mus-
lims. As soon as any allegation is
made against aMuslim, theadminis-
tration arrives with a bulldozer to
demolish hishouse. At many places,
they celebrate the demolition of the
house with DJ hired using the tax-
payers money. Everyone should en-
joy the violence and plight of the
Muslims to the fullest! The Uttar
Pradesh government closed down
meat shops during the Kanwar Yatra,
which are mostly owned by Muslims.
This year, an order was issued that
everyone will haveto writetheir full
name outside their shop. Which
means Shakeel cannot name hisshop
Sunny Stores. If hedoes, hewill have
to write that thisis Shakeel Ahmed's
shop so that Hindus can identify him
as a Muslim and decide not to do
business with him because Muslims
are not trustworthy. They keep
scheming to corrupt Hindus, cheat
them!When it was said in the court
that this is discrimination, the gov-
ernment accepted that this is tempo-
rary discrimination. They do not
mind discriminating against the Mus-
lims. Why can it not be done in In-
dia?lf notinIndia whereelseshould
Muslims be  discriminated
against?Still it can be said that in a
country with a population of crores,
such incidents are not very frequent.
Even among Hindus, those who com-
mit violence on Muslims are very
few. Thisistruebut itisalsotruethat
the majority of Hindus are not af-
fected by violence on Muslims. Pro-
fessor VK Tripathi, who works
against communalism, went to
Charkhi Dadri in Haryana after the
murder of Sabir Malik and talked to
the Hindusliving nearby.Hewasvery
disappointed to see that Sabir’'s
Hindu neighbors are completely in-
different to this murder. This murder
has not disturbed them. Professor
Tripathi has been visiting the places
whereviolence hastaken placeinthe
past years. He hasgenerally seen that
Hindus, who were not actively in-
volvedinthisviolence, haveno prob-
lem with violence on Muslims. They
don’t mind it.the video of the attack
on Sabir Malik carefully. Some
people are trying to hold the stick of
the attacker. But they aredoing it very
reluctantly. Look at those who have
surrounded Sabir and are watching
the spectacleof hiskilling. Thisisthe
wider Hindu society.Hindus get an-
gry when al thisis said and written.
They say that they are being defamed.
They dlegethat wearebasically non-
violent but Muslims have forced us
to resort to violence. Now when we
talk about stopping violence, itissaid
that we are like this and will remain
like this, those who have a problem
with this should go to Pakistan or
somewhere el se.Hatred and violence
against Muslims have spread like an
epidemic in India. It has made the
Hindu society sick but Muslims are
paying the price for it. How long
should they wait for the Hindusto be
cured of this disease? How long?

9/5/2024, 9:15 PM
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Traders dump Maldives ogot
AT (PO Cefal 15

TheMaldives, apopular tourist destina-
tion, is facing a severe financia crisis as
investors rush to offload the country's Is-
lamic bonds, known as sukuk.The selloff
has intensified in recent weeks, with the
dollar-denominated sukuk due in 2026
dropping below 70 cents on the dollar, a
record low.Further, therisk of default looms
large as the Maldives grapples with dete-
riorating external financing and liquidity
metrics. Recent moves by the Bank of
Maldivesto cap foreign currency spendi glé;
coupled with a second Fitch downgrade
since June, have triggered a rush to dump
the country's debt.

Looming debt crisis

The Maldives has about $500 millionin
outstandi ngf sukuk debt due in 2026, and
all eyes will be on the October 8 coupon
payment. Purvi Harlalka, a senior emerg-
Ing-market sovereign debt strategist at
M&G, noted in a Bloomberg report that
"without a last-minute foreign exchange
infusion from China, the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), or India, the non-payment
of the October coupon is a plausible
scenario."Despite gross reserves of $395
million in June, the country's usable re-
serves are just $45 million. The Maldives
Monetary Authority is negotiating a $400
million currency swap with India, but
Fitch's downgrade to CC underscores ris-
ing default concerns.

What are going to be the implications
for the economy?

The Madives economy, heavily reliant
on tourism, has been recovering from the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. How-
ever, the country remains dependent on
imports and a dollar peg that continues to
strain reserves.Soeren Moerch, a portfolio
manager at Danske Bank, said the bank sold
most of its bonds in early summer as re-
servesfell. "Things are much worse now,"
he said, adding that the key question is
whether Muslim nations will allow the
Maldives to default on a sukuk bond?

Geopolitical tensions

The ruling People's National Congress,
led by pro-China President Mohamed
Muizzu, secured a parli amen'[ar)(1 majority
earlier this year, complicating the geopo-
litical landscape. The"IndiaOut" campaign
and lack of USD liquidity arered flags for
some investors, like Maciel Woznica of
Codli Frontier Markets, who remain cau-
tious about reinvesting in the

country.Hence, it is clear that Maldives
faces a severe financial crisis as investors
dump the country's Islamic bonds due to
fears of default.
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Indian cricketer Ravindra Jadeja has
joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party.Rivaba Jadeja, a BJP MLA and
Ravindra Jadeja'swife, shared the news
on her social mediahandle, posting pic-
tures of him as a new member.In her
post, Rivaba also shared photos of her-
self and her husband with their BJP
membership cards.The membership
drive was recently initiated by BJP Na-
tional President JP Nadda, who renewed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's mem-
bership on September 2in Delhi.Rivaba
had joined the BJP in 2019, and was
fielded by the party from the Jamnagar
assembly seat in 2022. Sheemerged vic-
torious on the seat, defeating AAP can-
didate Karshanbhai Karmur.Ravindra
Jadeja, 35, had announced his retire-
ment from T20Is following Indias his-
toric T20 World Cup 2024 triumph
against South Africain June.
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