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Amarapuram Royal Journalism Sep-
tember 20: Surveyor Pawan Kumar of
Tamadepalli village in the mandal died
on Thursday night after receiving power
supply current short circuit shock while
undergoing treatment at Madakasira
Government Hospital . After the dead
body was brought to his native village,

260 ‘.605%13)

Amarapuram Royal Journalism Sep-
tember 20: The program was organi zed
under the chairmanship of Master Esh
warappa, the head master of the Hindi
Divas program at Halukuru Zilla Paris
had High School inthemandal. Mandal
Education Officer Raghavaiah attended
the program as the chief guest.They
said that our national languageisHindi

EAae8o 21 ?o'?’goaag 2024

in Devanagari script and suggested that
all the students should learn Hindi well
and improve their chances in central
state government jobs.He said that the
national language has become very im-
portant as it helpsin job skill develop-
ment in tourism needs across the coun-
try. School staff and students partici-
pated in the program.

Attt cesl vy P Ky

TDP mandal convener Ganesh at-
tended and visited the family mem-
bers. The dead body was garlanded |
and paid respects. He said in a state-
ment that they hoped that the death
would bring peace to the soul. The
incident cast a shadow of sadness in
the village.
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When the Sengol wasinstalled inthe
new Parliament House with great fan-
fare and dollops of piety in May 2023,
the prevailing narrative wasthat Sengol
had originally been presented to N****
(name censored by competent author-
ity) at the time of Independence repre-
senting transfer of power from the Brit-
ish colonial masters to Indian succes-
sors, but, being a philistine, he had cast
it aside and sent it to the Allahabad
Museum where it remained labelled as
his Golden Walking Stick.Actually the
Sengol was not amere prop used at the
time of transfer of power. It is dispar-
aging tothink of it assimilar to the cane
that changes hands when army officers
take charge, and much less as a baton
in arelay race. In ancient Tamil king-
doms, the Sengol (sceptre) was a sym-
bol of justice - rigid, unbiased, fierce
justice, that can punish an aberrant
monarch as easily as it punishes a de-
viant commoner.The Tamil epic
Silappadhikaram describes how the
Sengol got deformed and doubled up
when Kannagi (a legendary Tamil
woman who forms the central charac-
ter of the Silappadhikaram) proved that
her husband K ovalan had been unjustly
killed on the orders of the Pandyaking,
and how the warped Sengol miracu-
lously straightened itself, marking res-
toration of justice, when the king col-
lapsed in a heap of remorse and shed
his mortal coil, along with his unfortu-
nate consort.While many were scepti-
cal about the design behind the instal-
lation of the Sengol in the new Parlia-
ment House, it does seem to have cast
acompletely unexpected spell, in keep-
ing with its original role as a voice of
conscience. Consider thefollowing:The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment, which could do whatever it
pleased with absolute impunity consid-
ering its seeming invincibility, lost its
majority inthe subsequent election. The
government has been forced to be more
accommodeative of allies and receptive
to public sentiments. It has acquired
eyes and ears that it seemed to lack
earlier. The Lok Sabha speaker agreed
to referthe Wakf (Amendment) Bill
2024 to a Joint Parliamentary Panel to
be constituted in consultation with lead-
ers of all parties. The very fact that a
two-hour debate preceded thisdecision
IS momentous, because many other
Bills had been passed in the past with
no debate in the absence of Opposition
memberswho were either suspended or
had walked out in frustration.The draft
Broadcast Bill meant to ‘regulate’ (i.e.
censor, according to critics) content cre-
ators for digital news, OTT and socia
media has been withdrawn. Thiswas a
draft privately circulated among ahand-
ful of industry stakeholders who were
discouraged from sharing it after they
realised that they were given
watermarked versions of the Bill with
a code unigue to each of them to iden-
tify the culprit who leaked. (Why can't
they try this for the next NEET and
UGC NET examinations?) The
cognoscenti are of the view that this
does not mean we have seen the back
of the Bill. However, if it is re-intro-
duced, at least it will not, hopefully, be
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It is not every day that aterrorist filesa
case against alaw keeper seeking damages
for the attempt on his life. But that's pre-
cisely what happened right ahead of PM
Modi's upcoming visit to the United
States. Khalistan terrorist' Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun has filed for damages in a
New York court against the National Secu-
rity Advisor Ajit Doval.The court has sent
summons to Doval, former R&AW chief
Samant Goel who got two extensionsfor his
good work abroad, 'R& AW agent' Vikram

_‘ |
il RS ; =

one that bears the thumb prints of a
coterie.Following discontent expressed
over the budget proposal to removein-
dexation benefits on long-term capital
gains (LTCG), the government partly
rolled back the proposal, without the
need for thousandsto lay siegeto Delhi
as was seen during the farmers'
agitation.The Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) published promi-
nent advertisements announcing re-
cruitment of 45 persons through lateral
entry in the rank of joint secretary or
director / deputy secretary for a wide
variety of responsibilitiesranging from
organic farming to emerging technol o-
gies. After criticism that the principle
of reservation has been given the go-
by, the government firmly stepped in
andnixedthe recruitment drive. Talking
about the UPSC, we had the spectacle
of the chairmanresigningyears before
the end of his term to devote himsalf,
apparently, to the Anoopam Mission, a
Swaminarayan sect offshoot. No won-
der speculation surfaced that this was
on account of the UPSC allowing itself
to be hoodwinked by Pooja Khedkar's
exploits of furnishing a host of bogus
certificates. This appears to be just a
coincidence. The UPSC's loss may in
fact be the Anoopam Mission's gain.
However, the sacking of the chief of Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA), as it
passed through some testing times of
itsowninthe NEET-NET row did come
as asurprise because this represented a
new phase of an unusual
acknowledgement that things could go
wrong - astartling veering off from the
idea of 'Never admit a fault or wrong,'
and 'Never accept blame' .Kangana
Ranaut, a renowned historian, who an-
nounced to the world that India got its
independence only in 2014 and that it
was Netgji and not the other N**** who
was the first prime minister of India,
instead of being eulogised for her re-
marks that the farmers’ agitation was
marked by rapes and dead bodies, has
been reprimanded by the party, much
to the chagrin of her admirersand other
hard corefaithfuls.Reversing a21-year-
old reform of Indiascivil services pen-
sion system brought in by the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government, aUnified
Pension Scheme(UPS) has been an-
nounced, bearing strong resemblanceto
the Old Pension Scheme.The prime
minister hasapologisedto Chhatrapati
Shivaji and all those who were hurt by
the collapse of Shivgi's statue eight
months after it was inaugurated in the
presence of the prime minister himself.
This is a deviation from the principle,
'‘Never show remorse." Even Manipur
did not trigger this. In pre-Sengol days,
“anti-nationals” would have been
blamed for the disaster and locked up.

Yadav and 'Indian businessman' Nikhil
Gupta who was extradited to the US from
Czechoslovakiaearlier thisyear in connec-
tion with a similar case.The case has been
filed in the United States district court in
the same southern district of New York,
where proceedings are afoot in a criminal
case against Nikhil Gupta, with 'murder for
hire' charges; by an uncanny coincidence,
the same cast of characters are involved in
the Gupta case, alegations that have com-
plicated relations among Washington, Ot-

Applying the time honoured principle
of, "If something goes wrong, hang
somebody," the structural consultant
engaged for the erection of the statue
has been arrested on a charge of at-
tempted murder. Luckily for him, the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) was not invoked. Still, the
charge of attempted murder seems dif-
ficult to comprehend because police
generally used to look for conceptslike
intent, knowledge, motive and the pres-
ence of apossible victim within killing
range either in space or in time or both
but then laws are now very elastic. Re-
member how a hapless car driver was
arrested in Delhi, for causing thetragic
deathof three even more hapless civil
service aspirants in the basement of
Rau's IAS Study circle - for the reck-
less act of driving past the building at a
breakneck speed of about 10 kmph
(which appears to be the speed when
one sees the video - unless, of course,
it had been recorded in slow motion)
plunging through a waterlogged road?
Having had no role in the construction
of theroad or rains or the waterlogging
or the weakness of the gate of Rau's, he
has been set free but not hiscar - an 11T
team is reportedly evaluating whether
itswheels could have generated enough
force and momentum to produce a
Niagarain the basement.For over ade-
cade, theword 'secular' had cometo be
regarded as a profanity. But now the
prime minister has come out in support
of a secular civil code, thereby restor-
ing a measure of dignity to the seven-
letter combination.Let us now turn to
foreign policy. After having abstained
on aUS-sponsored United Nations Se-
curity Council resolution and a United
Nations General Assembly resolution
that censured Russia for its military
actions in Ukraine, and after having
hugged Vladimir Putin during a visit
to Moscow, the prime minister has now
thought it fit to visit Ukraine to give a
comforting pat or two on Volodymyr
Zelenskyys's shoulder apart from the
conventional hug - conveying the idea
that the largest democracy in theworld
would likethe sovereignty of all nations
to be respected. The Sengol haswrought
its magic on the Supreme Court too.
After having shelved the matter for
years, the Supreme Court
finallydeclaredthe electoral bonds
scheme unconstitutional . There may be
some in the establishment who think
that considering all these devel opments,
the Sengol has proved inauspiciousand
that its rightful place will be the
Allahabad Museum. But would Yogiji
welcome it back to his realm, consid-
ering its deadly potency? After all, the
largest losses suffered by his party in
the Lok Sabha elections were in his
state, thanks to the Sengol aura.On the
other hand, others may think it would
beagood ideafor replicas of the Sengol
to be kept in al legislatures and secre-
tariatsand courts. May beeven Kamala
Harris, considering her Tamil genes,
could get one installed in the White
House, assuming she gets past Donald
Trump. She is from Chola land where
the ideal of the Sengol is supposed to
have originated.

ot Suoker nfoPanmnun Quioksand Afer USCourt Summong

tawa and New Delhi.The development has
serious implications because the interests
driving both the cases are focussed, conver-
gent, and pose aconsiderable nuisancevaue
to New Delhi, especially asit brings matters
almost to the doorsteps of the Prime Minis-
ter whosework with the NSA isintertwined
and inextricable.Addressing the media,
Panun and his lawyers, Matthew Borden,
and Richard Rogers, claimed that the New
York Court had jurisdiction over the claims
against Doval, Goel, Yadav, and Gupta.
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Writer Anand Ranganathan has tar-
geted the then Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment over the use of animal fat oil in
Tirupati temple's laddus.He said that
lakhs of Hindu devotees were unknow-
ingly fed beef fat, which is an insult to
the Hindu faith.Tirupati Laddu Contro-
versy: Writer Anand Ranganathan has
strongly attacked the then Jagan Mohan
Reddy government of Andhra Pradesh
over the use of animal fat oil in the
laddus of Tirupati temple. During an
interview, Ranganathan expr an-
ger and said - lakhs of Hindu devotees
had to consume beef fat unknowingly,
which is abig tampering with the faith
of Hindus. Cow isconsidered sacred in
the Hindu community and hasthe high-
est status. He also expressed concern
over the lack of legal action on thisis-
sue as well as the lack of public
outrage.Anand Ranganathan said-
Lakhs of Hindu devotees have been
cheated by feeding them laddus made
of beef fat in Tirumala temple, one of
the holiest Hindu temples in the coun-
try, despite thisno arrest has been made
so far. So far there has been no public
outrage in this matter. Known for his
outspoken opinion, Ranganathan fur-
ther said- Imagine if the haleem served
during the state-sponsored Iftar party
had been cooked in pig ail, there would
have been acivil war in this country by
now. But still thisis the country where
ministers openly want to end Sanatan
Dharma and call Hinduism a threat to
the world.
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The Supreme Court has taken suo
motu cognisance of the controversial
remarks made by ajudge of Karnataka
High Court.A five-judge bench of the
Supreme Court - comprising Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) DY Chandrachud,
Justices Sanjiv Khanna, BR Gavai,
Surya Kant and Hrishikesh Roy - on
September 20 asked the KarnatakaHigh
Court to submit a report in this regard,
It al'so sought the assistance of Attor-
ney General (AG) R Venkataramani and
Solicitor Genera (SG) Tushar Mehtain
the matter.The suo motu case has been
initiated after two video clips of
Karnataka High Court judge Justice
Srishanand surfaced on social media. In
one video, he is seen referring to a
Muslim-dominated locality in
Bengaluru as "Pakistan" while in the
other one he is making objectionable
remarks against a woman lawyer.The
videos went viral on social media, with
peoplefrom all sectorsdemanding strict
action against the judge.Senior advo-
cate Indira Jaising took to 'X' to urge
the CJI to take suo motu action against
the judge and send him for gender
sensitisation training."We ask the reg-
istrar general of the High Court to sub-
mit a report to this court after seeking
administrative directionsfrom the Chief
Justice of Karnataka High Court. This
exercise may be carried out in two
weeks," the top court directed, as per
Bar and Bench.The court also said it
may lay down some basic guidelines.
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