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The Constitutional Conduct Group,
a group of former civil servants, on
Wednesday told West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee that some of
her administrative actions in the rape
and murder case of a junior doctor in
Kolkata were inexplicable.In an open
letter, the group said that it was con-
cerned about the lack of answersto dis-
turbing questions that the media and
othershad raised relating to the case and
asked why and how there had been "so
many missteps" by the Banerjee
government.A 31-year-old postgraduate
trainee was found dead at Kolkata's
state-run RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital on August 9. The incident has
sparked protests acrossthe country. The
former bureaucrats said they hoped
Banerjee would ensure that no person,
irrespective of how highly-placed they
may be, isprotectedinthe matter."...we
do find some of your actions inexpli-
cable," read their letter. "[As the head
of state government and health and
home affairg] it was for you and your
officersto take stepsto prevent the com-
mission of the crime, or solveit quickly
before the CBI [Central Bureau of In-
vestigation] stepped in. What is the
point, then, in your leading protest
marches?Who or what are you protest-
ing against?'Banerjee also holds the
Home and Hill Affairs, and Health and
Family Welfare ministerial
portfolios.On August 13, the Calcutta
High Court transferred the rape and
murder case to the Central Bureau of
Investigation. The High Court had also
asked theWest Bengal government why
it had initially registered the doctor's
death as asuicide.The former civil ser-
vants said they were puzzled by
Banerjee and that the Central Bureau
of Investigation'sinquiry must be com-
pleted by August 18 and that the " guilty
persons should be hanged".They said
that the comments were "obviously
playingtothegallery" asinvestigations
into such cases of serious crimes can-
not be completed in a few
days."Besides, all crimes have to be
tried by the courts, and sentences on
conviction can only be passed by them,"
the former bureaucrats said. "Demand-
ing that the guilty persons be hanged
will not influence the court's
decision." Theformer bureaucrats asked
Banerjee why theincident wasreported
to the junior doctor's parents in
instalments, "first as illness, then as
death, then assuicide, and only finally"
as a case of rape and murder. "The
Kolkata police have denied that they
had told the parents that it was a case
of suicide; if so, who did?" they
asked.Theretired civil servantssaid that
the principal of the medical institute
should have contacted the family and
registered a first information report.
"Not only did he not do this, he wanted
to know why the doctor on duty had
gone to sleep in the seminar room,
knowing fully well that there was no
place for the doctors on duty to rest at
night," they said.They aso asked why
the principal had been transferred from
the medical institute, only to be ap-
pointed to the position at another col-
lege in Kolkata.The parents of the
trainee doctor "seem to have reported
that other junior doctors were
complicit" in the rape and murder, they
said. If true, thisis a serious matter and
the strictest action must betaken agal nst
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them and "prevent the possibility of
anything like this happening" again."It
is widely rumoured that a racket, in-
volving sex, drugs, human organs and
medical waste was being runinthe RG
Kar Hospital and that the unfortunate
victim of this case had reported these
facts to her seniors, but no action was
taken," the former bureaucrats said. "If
thisisawild allegation maliciously re-
ported in a section of the media, why
hasit not been appropriately countered
by the state government?'The Consti-
tutional Conduct Group also ques-
tioned why the protesting junior doc-
tors had specifically asked for action
to be taken against the former princi-
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pal, the medical superintendent, the
dean of students affairs and the head
of the chest medicine department. "Why
havethey singled out these personnel ?*
they asked. Taking suo motu cognisance
of the case, the Supreme Court on
Tuesdaydirected the central investigat-
Ing agency to submit a status report by
Thursday. It also constituted aNational
Task Force of doctors to recommend
measures to ensure safety in the work-
place for medical
professionals.Meanwhile, the state gov-
ernment on Wednesday removed
Suhrita Paul, who was appointed the
principa of the institute days after the
protests started, The Indian Expressre-
I I
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
currently on a visit to Poland. Fol-
lowing this, PM Modi will betravel-
ling to Ukraine on August 23. How-
ever, instead of taking aflight toKiev,
he is travelling from Poland to
Ukraine on a specia train.The train,
known as Train Force One is known
for its luxury facilities and world
classservice. Interestingly, PM Modi
will undertakethis 20-hour overnight
trainjourney for his seven-hour long
visit to the Ukrainian capital. Therea-
son behind thislong train journey is
that all airportsin Ukraine are closed

CCTV Caugnt Rape-Murder Accused Saring at RG Kar Vic-
tim Day Before Crime, Then He Sruck Well Pagt Midnight

The noose is tightening around
Sanjay Roy, the accused in the RG
Kar Hospital rape and murder case,
after CCTV footage, his "confes-
sion", and scientific evidence estab-
lished his presence near the 31-year-
old victim a day before the
crime.Sources told CNN-News18
that Roy, during hisinterrogation by
KolkataPolice, confessed that he had
observed thevictim at the chest medi-
cine ward on August 8, aday before
thecrime. CCTV footage of theward
also corroborates that Roy - a 33-
year-old civic volunteer who had
easy access to the hospital - was in
the ward at around 11am - the same
time when the victim and four other
junior doctors were present in the
ward."The CCTV footage captures
Roy glaring towards them," the
sources added. The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) is taking on
record the statements of thefour doc-
torsto understand if anyone observed
Roy intheward.Evidence so far sug-
gests the victim entered the seminar
hall at around 1am on August 9. She
was last seen at 2.30am when, ac-
cording to sources, a junior doctor
reveal ed speaking to her at the semi-
nar hall. The doctor added that the
31-year-old "went back to sleep"” af -
ter their conversation.Roy has been
captured on CCTV, entering the hos-
N H N |

owing to the Russia-Ukraine war.
Hence, travel by train is considered
to be a safe option.Prime Minister
Modi will leave for Kyiv Thursday
evening, as per Indian time. During
his visit to Ukraine, PM Modi will
meet  President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy. It is expected that impor-
tant defense dealswill also besigned
between the two countries during PM
Modi'svisit.PM Modi isnot theonly
person to travel to Ukraine by Train
Force One. Several other interna-
tional personalities have traveled by
this train during the ongoing
Ukraine-Russia war. Earlier, US
President Joe Biden has traveled to
Ukraine by thisspecial train. In 2022,
French President Emmanuel Macron
as well as German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz and former Italian PrimeMin-
ister Mario Draghi has travelled to
Ukraine by thistrain.Originally built
in 2014 for tourists in Crimea, this
train hasabeautiful, moderninterior,

p| taI at 4am and the agency suspects
that the crime is likely to have been
committed around this time.

'SEXUAL PERVERT, NO RE-
MORSE'

Sources in the agency, which is
probing the heinous crime that has
sparked massive outrage, said Roy
appearsto be a"sexua pervert" with
"animal-like instincts" who has
shown no remorse during his
guestioning.The sources added that
Roy, while confessing to the crime,
narrated the sequence of eventswith-
out a hint of emotion during his psy-
chometric tests. The post-mortem re-
port of the 31-year-old doctor said her
death was primarily due to "manual
strangul ation associated with smoth-
ering”. It said that the doctor had abra-
sions on her cheeks, lips, nose, neck,
arms and knees - and the "evidence
of forceful penetration/insertion in

her genitalia'. Her family and a sec-
tion of ex erts have told the media
N i N |

ported. Manas Kumar Bandyopadhyay
was made the new principal of the
college.The hospital's Medical Super-
intendent and Vice-Principal Dr Bulbul
Mukhopadhyay was replaced by
Saptarshi Chatterjee. The Kolkata Police
also suspended three of its officials in
connection with the vandalism and as-
sault on protestors at the medical insti-
tute on August 15.0n August 16, the
Calcutta High Court criticised the lack
of security measuresin placeto stop the
violence. The state government told the
High Court that security arrangements
werein place at themedical college, but
police personnel had been over-
whelmed by the mob.

| IIl
which looks like a high-end hotel on
wheels. The train features a large
tablefor important meetings, aplush
sofa and a wall-mounted TV. Ar-
rangements have al so been made for
sleeping and resting.The train has
advanced security measures to pro-
tect its VIP passengers. From ar-
mored windows to secure communi-
cation systems, Train Force One is
designed to handlethe most challeng-
ing scenarios. The train is equipped
with surveillance systems, a secure
communication network and a dedi-
cated team of  security
personnel.Modi, who is visiting
Ukraine at theinvitation of President
Zelenskyy, has said that hewill share
with the Ukrainian leader perspec-
tives on peaceful resolution of the
ongoing conflict.PM Modi's visit to
Kyiv comesnearly six weeksafter his
high-profile trip to Moscow which

triggered criticism from the US and
some of its Western allies.

that they suspect the involvement of
multiple people, though investigators
are yet to comment on this.Roy'sin-
volvement in the brutal crime has
also thrown up questions such ashow
he had easy access to the hospital's
wingsand how he could roam around
the premises by introducing himself
as a police official despite being a
civic volunteer - amember of an in-
formal state-wide unit created by the
ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC)
that helps police in traffic manage-
ment and crowd management during
events.

'‘WOULD BEAT HISWIFE'

Since the case hit headlines, sev-
eral people have shared stories of
Roy's misdemeanour, including his
former mother-in-law.The woman
claimed that Roy would beat histhen
wifeand alleged that he "bashed" his
three-month pregnant wife, causing
a miscarriage. She also demanded
that Roy be "hanged" for his
crime.Probe into Roy has revealed
that he had multiplefailed marriages.
Cops also found porn on his mobile
phone and several media reportsin-
dicate hedrank and visited two broth-
elsbefore unleashing brutality onthe
trainee doctor.Sources indicate that
Roy had a history of inappropriate
behaviour with women at the hospi-

tal.
L N H B
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