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marks an important day in India's
defence-producing capabilities. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his Span-
ish counterpart Pedro Sanchez have in-
augurated the Final Assembly Line
(FAL) plant of the C295 medium-lift
tactical transport aircraft for the Indian
Air Force in Vadodara, Gujarat.The fa-
cility in Vadodara will be India's first
private military transport aircraft pro-
duction plant, a partnership between
Tata Advanced System Limited (TASL)
and Airbus Defence and Space (Airbus
DS).Notably, PM Modi laid the foun-
dation stone for the Vadodara final as-
sembly line in October 2022.Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, present at the
event, hailed the project as a "very spe-
cial day" for India's aerospace sector,
stating, "The C-295 project is a huge
accomplishment for the Indian private
industry as it is the first project of its
kind in which a complete military air-
craft will be manufactured in India by
a private company."

PM Modi hails Tata-Airbus plant

At the unveiling of the plant, PM
Narendra Modi hailed ties between In-
dia and Spain, saying that "from today
we are giving a new direction to the
partnership between India and Spain."
He added that "the facility will not only
strengthen India-Spain relations but
will also empower the Make in India,
Make for the World
mission".According to PM Modi, the
plant is a reflection of India's new work
culture. "Today it is visible here at what
speed India is working, from the idea
of any scheme to education. The con-
struction of this factory started only in
the month of October two years ago.

(et your Ayushman Bharat Card in just a few hours:
How to apply and the benefits you'll receive

Today, in the month of October, this
factory is now ready for the productlon
of aircraft," PM Modi said.PM Modi
also mentioned the late Ratan Tata in
his speech. "Recently, we lost the
country's great son Ratan Tata ji. If he
had been among us today, he would
have been happy, but wherever his soul
is, he would be happy."Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and his Spanish coun-
terpart Pedro Sanchez wave to greet
people from a vehicle in Vadodara.
APIncidentally, the Tata-Airbus plant
in Vadodara was originally envisioned
by Ratan Tata himself. This was high-
lighted by Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran who said at the event,
"I will fail in my duty if I forget to men-
tion that this project was originally con-
ceived more than a decade ago, in 2012,
by the then Tata Sons Chairman, Ratan
Tata Ji, who led the whole concept to
build a relationship with Airbus and
created this partnership with Airbus and
laid the foundation stone for this op-
portunity. So I would like to remember
him for his visionary leadership in this
very path-breaking initiative. It is a his-
toric moment not only for the Tata
Group but also for India... "Manufac-
turing the C-295 aircraftThe Vadodara
plant will see India manufacture the all-
important C-295 aircraft that will re-
place the Indian Air Force's
ageingAvro-748 planes. In 2021, the
Ministry of Defence signed a Rs
21,935-crore agreement with Airbus
Defence and Space SA, Spain to sup-
ply 56 C-295 transport aircraft to the
Indian Air Force.As per the agreement
signed, 16 planes will be delivered fully
assembled from Spain, while the re-
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maining 40 are to be assembled in In-
dia at the new Tata facility in Vadodara.
According to officials, the first aircraft
produced locally in Vadodara will be
completed by September 2026, with all
40 units scheduled for delivery by Au-
gust 2031.The C-295 transport aircraft
pictured after it was formally inducted
into the Indian Air Force at the Hindon
Air Force Station in Ghaziabad. The
Vadodara plant will see the assembly
of 40 aircraft. ReutersThe facility in
Vadodara will not only assemble the
aircraft, said officials, but is also ex-
pected to handle the complete produc-
tion lifecycle, from component manu-
facturing to assembly, testing, and fi-
nal delivery. An official from the PM's
office said that it would be a "complete
ecosystem from manufacture to assem-
bly, test and qualification, to delivery
and maintenance of the complete
lifecycle of the aircraft."With this plant,
India's atmanirbharta (self-dependence)
in the defence sector will be realised,
said officials. Notably, India has been
focusing on becoming more self-depen-
dent in defence manufacturing - in
2019, the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)
ranked India among the top 25 arms
exporters worldwide for the first time,
placing the country at the 23rd position.
India's defence exports have also seen
a surge from Rs 686 crore in 2013-14
to an impressive Rs 21,083 crore in
2023-24.

Importance of the Vadodara plant

The Tata plant in Vadodara is a big
deal for India's defence manufacturing
capabilities. According to an Economic
Times report, of the estimated 14,000
parts in each C-
295 aircraft,
nearly 13,000 are
expected to be
produced in India.
Experts note that
this will help build
the future of
India's aerospace

the Vadodara plant will create a wave
of employment. The Tata-Airbus col-
laboration is expected to directly cre-
ate over 3,000 jobs and support another
15,000 indirect jobs. Additionally, the
assembly of each aircraft will need over
one million hours of labour effort from
Tata Advanced Systems Limited and its
suppliers. This will not only boost em-
ployment but also the local economy. It
will also spawn a skilled workforce,
which will serve the country's macro-
economics. The plant in Vadodara will
also spawn an ecosystem of small busi-
nesses in the region. Think taxi vendors,
chaiwallas, small eateries, mobile
kiosks, cleaners and security
people.The plant in Vadodara will also
promote the growth of other companies.
Officials note that this initiative will
promote the growth of ancillary sectors,
including those involved in manufac-
turing components and providing
services.The Tata-Airbus plant at
Vadodara will also help reduce India's
dependence on Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) to
design, develop, test, and certify any
hardware platform.All in all, the Tata-
Airbus C295 project in Vadodara rep-
resents a huge shift in India's defence
manufacturing landscape. With the fo-
cus on self-reliance, job creation and
strengthening of local industries, it will
change everything for India's aerospace

With the Ayushman Bharat
Card, you can access up to 75
lakh worth of free medical
treatment. This benefit is avail-
able in both government and
private hospitals.If you apply
online, you can receive your
card within a day.The Indian
government has taken several
initiatives for the welfare of its
citizens, and the Ayushman
Bharat Card is a crucial one for
public health protection. Over
the past few years, many people
in India have benefited from
this card.However, many still
don't know how to apply for an
Ayushman Bharat Card, who is
eligible, and what benefits it
offers. This guide will cover all
these aspects, so read on to un-
derstand everything about this
card.

Ayushman Bharat Card
under PMJAY

Many people in India cannot
afford high premiums for
health insurance. To ensure that
such individuals receive proper
medical care, the Indian gov-
ernment introduced the PM Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY). Un-
der this scheme, beneficiaries
canreceive up to 25 lakh of free
medical treatment across the
country. Notably, you can use
this scheme's benefits in both
government and private
hospitals.Beneficiaries eligible
for the PMJAY can get an
Ayushman Card, which enables
them to access free medical
care for themselves or their
family members.Now, the
question is how to apply for
this card, how to avail of its
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Ayushman Bharat Yojana H

benefits, and what are the eligibility
criteria for this card.
How to Apply for Ayushman
Bharat Card
You can apply for this card online
from the comfort of your home. If the
application is error-free, it will be ap-
proved within 24 hours, and you can
receive your card within a day.
Benefits of the Ayushman
Bharat Card
The Ayushman Bharat scheme cur-
rently covers 1,949 medical proce-
dures, including 27 treatments for dis-
eases like general illnesses, surgeries,
cancer, and cardiology.In addition,
services like hospital care, medica-
tions, diagnostic services (three days
before admission), post-discharge
medication for 15 days, food, and ac-
commodation are also provided free
of charge to beneficiaries.If a person
is admitted to a hospital due to mental
health issues like Alzheimer's or de-
mentia, they can also receive benefits
under this scheme.One of the most
important aspects to note is that with
the Ayushman Card, a person resid-
ing in India can receive free treatment
worth up to ?5 lakh at any registered
Ayushman Bharat hospital.
Steps to Apply for the
Ayushman Bharat Card
Visit the official Ayushman Bharat
Yojana website.Click on the "Am I

eligible?" option at the top of
the screen.A new page will
open, where you will need to
verify your mobile number
and fill in the captcha. Select
the login option and then
click on "Find Beneficia
ry."Next, choose your state
and select the PMIJAY
scheme. Enter the required
details, such as your family
ID from your ration card,
Aadhaar card number, and
location (rural or urban).If
you provide details from
your Aadhaar card or ration
card, your family details will
be displayed on the screen.
Select the name of the per-
son for whom you wish to
create the Ayushman Card
and verify their information.
Choose the Aadhaar option
and verify through OTP. Af-
ter verifying the OTP, you
will see the authentication
page. Submit your applica-
tion for the Ayushman
Card.On the new page, select
the e-KYC option.For e-
KYC, provide your Aadhaar
number and OTP received on
your mobile number.After
completing e-KYC, upload
your passport-sized
photo.Fill in the necessary
details like your mobile
number, relationship, PIN
code, state, district, village,
or city.This completes your
application process for cre-
ating the Ayushman Card.By
following these steps, you
can apply for the Ayushman
Bharat Card and access the
extensive benefits it offers.

assembly.Moreover,

sector and national defence.
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Diljit Dosanjh's Dil-
Luminati Tour in India has
finally kicked off. The first
day, first concert took place
in the nation's capital,
Delhi, on October 26,
2024, at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium.The sight
of the stadium was a spec-
tacle to behold as it was
jam-packed with fans.
However, did you know
that even before Diljit's
tour, another concert 100
times larger than Diljit's
took place in the '90s?In
December 1994, Rio de
Janeiro's Copacabana
Beach set the stage for a
massive New Year's Eve
celebration. Known for
hosting grand events with
international artists, the
city attracts enormous
crowds with free entry and
no restrictions on food or
alcohol, creating a carni-
val-like atmosphere. On
December 31, 1994, Rod
Stewart performed at
Copacabana, breaking
records with an astounding
3.5 million attendees a
crowd larger than the popu-
lation of many neighbour
ing cities. Three years later,

French musician Jean-
Michel Jarre matched this
record with his performance
at the Oxygene concert in
Moscow, which drew more
than 3.5 million attendees.
These two events remain
the largest in history, tow-
ering over Diljit's mega
Delhi concert.

The largest ticketed con-
certs in the world

The only way for millions
to attend such concerts is
with free tickets. When con-
cert tickets are expensive,
attendance often drops. The
largest ticketed concert on
record was held by Italian
artist Vasco Rossi, attract-
ing 225,000 fans at his
Modena Park show in 2017.
In India, the biggest ticketed
concerts have been Justin
Bieber's in Mumbai in 2021
and Diljit Dosanjh's in
2023, each drawing a crowd
of 50,000 attendees.
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