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New guidelines have been issued re-
garding the voluntary retirement of cen-
tral government employees under the
National Pension System
(NPS).According to the office memo-
randum of the Department of Pension
and Pensioners' Welfare (DoP&PW),
employees who have completed 20
years of regular service can apply for
voluntary retirement by giving three
months' notice to the appointing
authority.This office memorandum was
issued on 11 October 2024. According
to the new rules, if an employee has
completed 20 years of service, he can
apply for voluntary retirement. If the
appointing authority does not reject the
application, the retirement will become
effective on the expiry of the notice
period.If a central employee wants to
take retirement in less than three
months' notice period, he has to request
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Thrissur: In an unprecedented op-
eration, the GST department launched
amajor gold hunt in Thrissur, involv-
ing the highest number of officials in
Kerala's history.Officials were
brought to Thrissur for the hunt un-
der the pretence of an excursion after
receiving training in Ernakulam. On
Wednesday, around 700 officials con-
ducted surprise inspections at 78 lo-
cations, including gold jewellery
manufacturing units and the homes of
owners and key employees.During
the inspections, many establishments
were busy with customers, who were
allowed to leave once their identities
were confirmed. A woman employee
attempted to flee upon noticing the
inspections. Officials seized 6.5 ki-
lograms of gold from her. The GST
intelligence unit had been monitoring
jewellery manufacturers for seven
months due to concerns about them
selling gold at low prices while evad-
ing GSTs.The primary objectives of
the operation were not only to con-
fiscate unaccounted gold but also to
investigate transactions that had gone
unreported to the GST department
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Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei has reportedly asked
the Iranian military to "prepare for
war" and devise plans to respond to
Israel's attack.But, the Iranian action
will depend on the severity of Israel's
attacks.Iran will retaliate if Israel
strikes its oil and energy infrastruc-
ture or nuclear facilities or if it assas-
sinates senior officials. But, it would
not if Israel limits its attacks to a few
military bases or warehouses storing
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this in writing. The appointing author-
ity can reduce the notice period by con-
sidering this request. Central employ-
ees who have once given notice of vol-
untary retirement cannot withdraw it
without the approval of the authority.
If they want to withdraw it, they have
to apply 15 days before the day on

nneoverove 00Kl

over the past five years. This initia-
tive aims to curb the flow of
smuggled gold in the market.The
operation was described as having
been planned with the precision of a
movie script, orchestrated by the
knowledge of Finance Minister K. N.
Balagopal and senior officials alone.
The officers were briefed on their
mission only moments before the
raids began. The finance department
officials told Mathrubhumi that this
is the largest intelligence operation
in the history of the state GST.The
enforcement teams from Ernakulam,
Thrissur, and Palakkad districts,
along with GST audit officers from
Thrissur, Malappuram, Kozhikode,
and Wayanad, participated in the op-
eration. To maintain secrecy and pre-
vent information leaks, more than
700 officers were brought to Thrissur
under the guise of a training session.
Five tourist buses and seven vans,
labelled 'tourist group,' were used to
transport the officials to various busi-
ness centres in the name of a
neighbourhood picnic theme.The
coordinated effort allowed officials

missiles and drones, according to The
New York Times.Iran has ordered the
armed forces to be prepared for war
but also to try to avoid it, especially
after seeing the decimation of its al-
lies in Lebanon and Gaza, the report
quoted four unnamed Iranian
officials.If Israel's attack is severe,
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) may consider firing a
barrage of over 1,000 ballistic mis-
siles and disrupt the flow of global
energy supplies and shipping mov-
ing through the Persian Gulf and the
Strait of Hormuz. Iran's proxies in the
region, including Hezbollah and
Houthis, may also escalate attacks on
Israel.While Tehran is wary about a
widespread conflict, it doesn't want
to appear weak or vulnerable to the
world, especially in the wake of
Israel's assassinations of multiple
leaders of Hamas and Hezbollah, the
NYT report added.Earlier, there were
reports Israel could target oil facili-
ties. It could also carry out targeted
assassinations and take out Iran's air
defence systems. A clandestine op-
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which approval for retirement was
sought.According to the DoP&PW of-
fice memorandum, retired government
employees will get all the benefits un-
der the PFRDA Rules 2015. They will
get the facilities given to regular gov-
ernment employees on retirement. If a
government employee wants to con-
tinue with the individual pension ac-
count on the day of retirement or wants
to defer the benefits under NPS, he can
choose this option under the PFRDA
rules.According to the Department of
Pension and Pensioners' Welfare, if an
employee retires as a surplus employee
under a special voluntary retirement
scheme, then these rules will not apply
to them. Also, if an employee is em-
ployed in a pubhc sector undertaking
or autonomous organization after retir-
ing from government service, then
these rules will not apply to him.

NI

to raid 75 locations s1mu1tane0usly,
seizing gold that was not recorded in
the stock registers, including both
under-manufacturing and completed
jewellery. The confiscated gold was
secured in a treasury locker, with the
value of one kilogram of gold esti-
mated at Rs 72 lakh.Opposition
leader V. D. Satheesan had raised
concerns about tax evasion in the
gold market, claiming that Kerala has
become a haven for offenders. Fi-
nance minister also had assured that
efforts to increase tax collection
would be intensified, following
which, the massive "Torre del Oro'
hunt took place.

Il

eration like the one that killed Hamas
leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran two
months ago was also considered.
However, the US had opposed any
attack on Iranian oil or nuclear infra-
structure as it could escalate
fighting. A W1despread conflict in the
region won't help Iran's plans to ne-
gotiate with the West to help lift sanc-
tions. "The thinking now is that if
Israel's attack is symbolic and lim-
ited, we ought to let go and end the
ping pong of attacks," Nasser Imant,
a political analyst close to the gov-
ernment, told The NYT in a telephone
interview from Tehran.However,
IRGC has openly warned Israel that
even with US assistance, it won't be
able to ward off Iranian missiles.
"Just as the Arrow anti-missile sys-
tems did not work during Operation
True Promise 2 (the October 1 mis-
sile attack), the THAAD systems will
not work either. Do not rely on
THAAD, they have limited capabili-
ties," IRGC chief Hossein Salami
was quoted by Russian state news
agency TASS quoted Salami.

o
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Moment Of Truth Has Arrived For Cana:
dian Prime Miniser Justin Trudequ

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
is teetering from crisis to crisis. He survived
a second no-confidence motion on Octo-
ber 1, the second in two days, and on Oc-
tober 25, Trudeau faced an internal chal-
lenge from his party MPs, 24 of whom have
asked him to resign by October 28.Trudeau
runs a minority Liberal Party government
and his government is being rocked time
and again by the opposition Conservatives,
which wants to force a federal election. The
first no-confidence motion failed after the
Conservatives ran afoul of the required
number. Their leader Pierre Poilievre
couldn’t get the backing of the rest of the
opposition parties.Poilievre tabled his sec-
ond no-confidence motion the day after, ac-
cusing Trudeau of failing Canadians on
affordable housing, the cost of living, and
crime-related issues. NDP leader Jagmeet
Singh refused to support the Conservative
motion. Trudeau has been facing growing
ﬁressure to resign after nine years at the

elm. Without doubt, Trudeau is a drag on
the fortunes of the Canadian Liberal
Party.The Liberal Party has been lagging
the Conservatives by wide margins in opin-
ion surveys for months. Earlier this year,
the Canadian Liberal party lost two by-elec-
tions, one in Toronto, and the other in
Montreal, both of which were Liberal Party
strongholds for years. But for Jagmeet
Singh’s NDP, Trudeau wouldn’t have lived
to fight another day.he NDP has been help-
ing the Liberal party to stay in power since
2021, when Canada held its last federal
election. But in September of this year,
Jagmeet Singh accused the Liberal Party
of being “too weak” to govern. Justin
Trudeau is a victim of his own party MPs,
24 of whom have set a deadline for him to
throw in the towel and move on.Trudeau’s
crisis is of his own making. The internal
political challenge to his rule was on the
anvil for months and it didn’t matter
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Two children have died in a car crash
after their mom tried to break up a fight
in the car while driving, according to
authorities. The deadly crash unfolded
on Wednesday morning when the mom
was driving a pickup truck along a busy
East Valley freeway in Arizona, the Ari-
zona Department of Public Safety
said.Spokesperson Bart Graves told
Arizona Familythat investigators be-
lieve the 36-year-old was distracted by
her kids - a nine-year-old boy, 11-year-
old girl and a six-year-old - "roughhous-
ing, or some kind of thing" in the
backseat."She may have been distracted
by what was going on in the vehicle at
the time of the crash," he said. "As I
understand it, it was kids playing loudly,
roughhousing in the backseat, or some
kind of thing that distracted her from
the road, from what she told us."The
pickup truck then slammed into a sta-
tionary tow truck on the shoulder of the
freeway at a "significant rate of speed",
he said.The nine-year-old and 11-year-
old died instantly. "They didn't have a
chance, and it's very sad," Graves
said.The six-year-old suffered minor
injuries while the mom was
hospitalized.Investigators do not be-
lieve the mother was under the influ-
ence at the time of the crash, Arizona
Family reported.She is not currently
facing any charges but DPS said she
could be charged with misdemeanor
distracted driving.Graves urged drivers
to stay aware of their surroundings on
the roads."Slow down, pay attention.
Do not get distracted by things in your
car if you have kids," Graves said. "Stay
off the cell phone. By all means, do not
drive impaired or fatigued."
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