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The BJP did not defeat just the
Congressin Haryana, but 10 years of
anti-incumbency, perceived Jat anger,
and assumed farmers' frustration.
While the post mortem of the party's
surprisewininthe statewill continue,
given that no exit poll had predicted
the victory, what is beyond any de-
bate is the role of back-room leaders
who steered the party, formulating
strategies and holding smaller meet-
Ingsamong predictions of aCongress
sweep.

Dharmendra Pradhan

If anyone should be credited for
BJP'ssurprise Haryanawin, it should
be Dharmendra Pradhan whose name
often doesthe rounds asthe next BJP
national president. Pradhan is cred-
ited with scripting aphoto-finishvic-
tory in Odisha, his home state, by
painting Tamil IAS officer-turned-
politician VK Pandian as an "out-
sider”, apart from raising questions
about the health of then chief minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik and subtly insinu-
ating that it is at risk at the hands of
Pandian. Both campaigns proved to
be electorally beneficial for the
BJP.For Pradhan, it was a Dga vu
moment when he was asked to over-
see the Haryanaelection - his second

Brij Bhushan Sngh'sSHOCKING
omments on Vingsn Phogat spoll Win

Haryana Electl on Result BJP leader
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh on Tuesday
made controversial comments on Vinesh
Phogat's victory from the Julana Assem-
bly constituency, claiming that her being
in the Congressisthe reason that the party
has lost the Haryana Assembly polls de-
spite odds stacked against the incumbent
BJP dispensation."Wo jahan jahan jaegi,
satyanaash hi hoga (Only destruction fol-
lows, wherever she goes,” the former BJP
MP said .Brij Bhushan also claimed that
Phogat used his name to win her electoral
debut from the Julana seat, asserting "iska
matlab hum mahaan aadmi hain (means|'m
agreat man)".Many BJP candidates have
wonon 'jaat’' mgjority seats... Theso-called
wrestlersin the wrestler's agitation are not
heroes of Haryana. Theyarevillainsfor all
the junior wrestlers also... If she (Vinesh
Phogat) used my name to win, it means |
am a great man who helped her win. She
won but Congress lost... "Wo jahan jahan
jaegi, satyanaash hi hoga,"

Vinesh Phogat wins electoral debut

The BJP leader's reaction came hours
after his arch nemesis Vinesh Phogat was
declared victoriousfrom the JulanaAssem-
bly constituency inthe Haryanapolls. Hail-
ing her win as the "victory of every
struggle, of truth", the wrestler-turned-poli-
tician asserted her victory represents the
"thefight of every girl, every woman who
choosesthepathtofight"." Thisisthefight
of every girl, every woman who chooses
the path to fight. Thisisthe victory of ev-
ery struggle, truth. | will maintainthelove
and trust that this country has given me,"
Vinesh Phogat said,.Earlier this year,
Vinesh Phogat and fellow wrestler Bajrang
Punia, had joined the Congress ahead of
the Haryana Assembly Elections 2024.1n
early 2023, Phogat and Punia, along with
fellow Olympian Sakshi Malik, had launc
hed avociferous protest against Brij Bhush
an Sharan Singh, then chief of Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI), accusing him
of sexualy abusing female wrestlers, in-
cluding a minor. Following the month's
long protest, the Delhi Police registered
two FIRs, including one under the strin-
gent POCSOAcct, against Brij Bhushan bas
ed onthe complaintsfiled by thewrestlers.
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stint in the state. Pradhan, who won
the Sambalpur seat by a margin of
over 1,00,000 votesthistime, wasthe
right mix of cam and firm. Senior
BJP leader Anil Vij had a glimpse of
the latter when he said he too is a
claimant to the top job.Instead of
holding large gatherings by helicop-
ter, Pradhan travelled acrossthe state
by car, organising small meetings.
Known for his exceptional
organisational skills, and often re-
ferred to as Maodi's 'Ujjwala Man',
Pradhan preferred micromanaging
and real-time feedback across
Haryana. The manwho played acru-
cia rolein successfully handling the
NET-NEET paper-leak controversy
took a calculated risk of replacing
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National Conference Vice Presi-
dent Omar Abdullah on Tuesday
thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for congratulating the party on
its victory in the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly elections.Omar
Abdullah replied to a congratul atory
message posted by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on X congratulating
the National Conference for victory
in the Jammu-Kashmir assembly
elections.Omar Abdullah took to X
andwrote," Thank you very muchfor
your message of congratulations
@narendramodi sahib. We look for-
ward to aconstructiverelationshipin
the true spirit of federalism so that
the people of J& K may benefit from
continued development & good gov-
ernance. Earlier PM Modi alsowrote
on X congratulating National Con-
ferencefor thevictory in the Jammu-
Kashmir assembly elections and
wrote, "l would like to compliment
JKNC for their commendable perfor-

K case Ao

Kolkata: RG Kar hospital caserape
and murder accused Sanjay Roy on
Tuesday claimed that he was inno-
cent and had nothing to do with the
incident.He was presented in the
court in Kolkatatoday. The CBI sub-
mitted a chargesheet against him in
the case on Monday.Appearing in
court for the first time since his ar-
rest, Roy said, "I have something to
say. If | don't be allowed to speak, all
blame will be put on me. | have not
done anything. | aminnocent. | don't
know anything about the case." How-
ever, the judge pointed out that this
was not the way to speak in court.
He then asked him to speak to his
lawyer who, who will meet him in
jail and present his case during the
hearing.
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severa senior leaderswith fresh and
more widely acceptable candidates.
Satish Poonia

Raasthan BJP'sex-president isthe
Haryana state in-charge of the BJP,
But theresmoretoit. Poonialost the
Rajasthan election which created
sympathy among Jats. The BJP|lead-
ership, whichwasfacing atoughtime
convincing the Jats of Haryana,
sensed an opportunity - in PM Modi's
words, BJP saw "Aapda mein
avsar".Poonia's political career
started with ABVPand heworked his
way up to become the BJP chief of
Rajasthan. He was the brain behind
keeping Babita Phogat as BJP's
counter to Vinesh Phogat to battle her
volley of allegations after her politi-
cal plunge. In spite of ill health, he
kept visiting the BJP war room, as if
with a sense to deliver that he failed
to in Rajasthan.

Poonia was elected MLA from
Amer seat inthe 2018 assembly elec-
tions in Rajasthan. Even his detrac-
tors admit that his stature has gone
up quite afew notches after thiselec-
tion. A person who prefers to stay
away from the limelight, who under-
stands 'sangathan’ and can take op-

posing parties together - if BJP has

Al

mance in the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly elections." Omar Abdullah
on Tuesday also saidthe INDIA bloc
will stake claim to form the govern-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir only
after the alliance partners meet to

elect theleader of thecoalitioninthe §

assembly. "Let the NC legislative
party meet, | am not staking a claim
to the chief ministership of JK. Itis
for thealliance and the el ected mem-
bers to decide who they feel should
|ead the state over the next fiveyears,
and that is as far as | am willing to
go," Abdullah told reporters outside
his residence. His remarks came af -
ter his father and NC president
Farooq Abdullah announced Omar
would be the chief minister.The jun-
lor Abdullah said that as grateful as
he was for the vote of confidence
reposed in him by the NC president,
“thisis adecision for the legidative
party of the NC" and adecisionto be
taken by the allies together. "In a
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Next hearing on November 4

"Surely you will get a chance to
speak. It is not possible to say this
way at the moment. But you have a
lawyer, he will go to jail and talk to
you. You will tell him everything,"
thejudge told him. The next hearing
of the case will be heard on Novem-
ber 4 after the Durga Puja vacation.
The charges are likely to be framed
against him on the same day. The
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made inroadsin the Jat land of West-
ern Haryana amid presumed Jat an-
ger, much of itscredit goesto Poonia
along with other factors.
Biplab Deb

The former Tripura chief minister
silently worked as BJP's Haryana
election in-charge. For the last two
years, with fewer television inter-
views and certainly even fewer ral-
lies, Deb kept implementing the BJPs
plan.Reaching out to a cross-section
of communities - Dalit, Jatav,
Vamiki, Dhanak, Bishnoi, and Sikh
- over thelast two years seemsto have
paid off. Deb often used Chai Pe
Charcha - a reach-out weapon em-
ployed by PM Modi in2014 - toreach
out to a cross-section of voters in
smaller numbers.Debisalso credited
with poaching a series of MLAS of
ally JJP, creating arift with the gov-
ernment. Former minister Devender
Babli, apart from Sanjay Kablana,
and Sunil Sangwan are some of the
many nameswho joined the BJPfrom
the JJP, which ultimately left it weak-
ened and easy to run over for the
BJP.The gym instructor-turned-poli-
tician is now breaking former allies
of the BJP to ensure asmooth run for

the party. |
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couple of days, we will call our Ieg-
Idlative party meet wherethe NC leg-
Islative party leader will be elected.
Then, we will sit with the alliance to
decide who will head it. Then, when
we have all the letters of support, we
will stake our claim to the LG for

government formation,” Omar
Abdullah added.Omar Abdullah won
the party's bastion of Ganderbal inthe
Jammu and Kashmir assembly elec-
tion by defeating PDP's Bashir
Ahmad Mir by over 10,000 votes.
Abdullah has also won the Budgam
seat by amargin of over 18,000 votes.

it i ime

entiretrial processwill be conducted
on camera. The court will hear the
case four to five days a week.
50 senior doctorsof RG Kar
Hospital resign
Meanwhile, closeto 50 senior doc-
tors of RG Kar hospital resigned in

{ support of resident doctors, who are

on fast unto death since October 5,
demanding justice for the rape and
murder victim. Shortly after the de-
velopment, doctors from other medi-
cal collegesin the state said they too
could resign in support of fasting
doctors. On August 9, a junior doc-
tor wasallegedly raped and murdered
in Kolkata, leading to massive pro-
tests across the city and the rest of
the country. The accused Ral was ar-
rested in subsequent days.
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