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J&K attack caught intel agencies unawares

Central intelligence agencies had
no clue that terrorists could strike at
the Z-Morh tunnel construction site
in Jammu and Kashmir's Ganderbal
district, the first such attack on a stra-
tegic infrastructure project in the
region.People familiar with the devel-
opment said The Resistance Front
(TRF), a proxy of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), has claimed responsibil-

yanjay Raut meets Shah, de-
i joinng hands with BJP

«

MUMBALI: Gripped by a fear of loss
in its seat-share talks with Congress a
day after letting it be known that it was
nursing extreme ideas about its MVA
association in Maharashtra, Uddhav
Thackeray's Shiv Sena appeared to
move back from the brink.Then, on
Monday, it turned to BJP to reinforce
its MVA cover with Sanjay Raut going
some length to dismiss his reported
meeting with Union minister Amit
Shah.Raut said joining hands with BJP
meant joining the ranks of Aurangzeb
and Afzal Khan (medieval Mughal roy-
alties). Before it came to that, specula-
tion swirled around that Congress and
Shiv Sena (UBT) would part ways over
seat-sharing differences and that Raut-
Shah "meeting" was meant to explore
various options."The BJP not only
toppled the Uddhav Thackeray-led gov-
ernment but also broke the party
founded by late Balasaheb Thackeray,
snatching the party's symbol. How
could rumour-mongers even imagine us
going with the BJP," asked Raut.He said
BJP cheated Uddhav and gave the state
to the "traitors." "We fought very hard
with BJP and its tyranny. How can such
people ever forget the pain that they
inflicted on our leader? I was sent to
jail for no charges. We're not the ones
who can betray," said Raut. "Shiv Sena
(UBT) is the party of self-respecting
people. If we want to do something,
we'll do it openly," said Raut.He said
people were deliberately spreading ru-
mors to defame our party and widen the
gap among MVA alliance partners. "The
news is given on contract - it's supari
news... planted news. We will never
compromise the self-respect of
Maharashtra," Raut said.He said MVA
partners have resolved seat-sharing in
over 210 constituencies and that the
remaining ones would be sorted out
soon. MPCC chief Nana Patole said the
party has prepared a list of its 96 seats
where candidates will be declared soon.
"The BJP is trying to create confusion
in the MVA but they will not allow this
to happen. The BJP is afraid of losing
elections. That's why they are spread-
ing the rumors," Patole said.

What's at stake

Congress and Shiv Sena (UBT) lead-
ers say they have unanimity on 210 seats
and that the rest 78 will be sorted out
soon. However, these are the seats
where Congress has so far refused to
compromise

C

ity for the attack, in which six con-
struction workers and doctor were
killed.However, a senior intelligence
officer said, "This is a well thought
out attack on a strategic project of
India. A terror-group like TRF is not
capable of getting details of such a
crucial project unless it is assisted by
a state agency," referring to Pakistan's
Inter Services Intelligence."The Na-

o e

Days after the BJP announced 66
candidates for the Jharkhand assem-
bly elections leaving only two seats
ofits quota out of 81 seats open, sev-
eral BJP leaders including three
former MLAs joined the ruling
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM).
The former MLAs were Lois
Marandi, Kunal Sarangi and
Lakshman Tudu. This comes two
days after three-term BJP MLA
Kedar Hazra and AJSU Party leader
Umakant Rajak joined the JMM.
AJSU is contesting the Jharkhand
polls in alliance with the BJP.Sarangi
had in July resigned from the party's
primary membership. Sarangi had
also expressed disappointment with
the party leadership's indifferent ap-
proach despite his efforts to highlight
crucial issues. Sarangi had repre-
sented the Baharagora seat while Lois
Marandi had defeated Chief Minis-
ter Hemant Soren from Dumka in
2014. According to reports, Lois
Marandi had written to BJP state
president Babulal Marandi drawing
his attention to the 'neglect' of dedi-
cated workers like her and rising fac-
tionalism in BJP.Lakshman Tudu in
2014 had defeated JIMM's Ramdas

" The Want T

Hearing a challenge to demolition
notices served in Uttar Pradesh's
Bahraich after a communal clash, the
Supreme Court today indirectly
warned the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment against any bulldozer
action. The court said it is the state
government's "choice" if it wants to
risk violating the top court's direc-
tions. The court, however, noted that
its orders in the 'bulldozer justice'
case specify that it will not intervene
if the structures facing demolition are
illegal. The bench of Justice BR
Gavai and Justice KV Viswanathan
has asked the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment not to take any action before
the next hearing tomorrow. Appear-
ing for the petitioners, Senior Advo-
cate CU Singh told the bench that
local authorities issued demolition
notices after the October 13 violence
-- which claimed one life -- and asked
them to respond within three
days."Applicant No.l's father and
brothers surrendered... notices pur-
portedly issued on 17 Oct, but pasted
on 18th evening... we sought hear-
ing on Sunday, but that did not hap-
pen. Some have approached HC," Mr
Singh said.Earlier, the Allahabad
High Court extended to 15 days the
deadline to file replies to the demo-
lition notices and directed the state
authorities to decide after consider-
ing the responses. Additional Solici-
tor General KM Nataraj, appearing

".

tional Investigation Agency will look
into all these aspects as part of its
larger conspiracy probe," the officer
added, admitting there was no intel-
ligence regarding such an
attack.Explaining the strategic impor-
tance of the Z-Morh tunnel, a second
officer said the 6.4 km-long tunnel on
the Srinagar-Leh highway, which
connects Gagangeer to Sonmarg, will

i\

Soren from Ghatshila constituency
by a margin of 6,403 votes. Others
who came to JMM-fold include BJP
leaders from Seraikela -- Ganesh
Mahli, Basco Besra and Bari Murmu,
reported PTI.
Boost For JMM

Joining of former MLAs is being
seen as a booster for the ruling JIMM
which is facing anti-incumbency in
the state. This will give the IMM
multiple candidate options from re-
spective assembly seats. Most of
these leaders command a fare support
among voters and it may benefit the
JMM.

BJP Reacts

The Jharkhand BJP spokesperson
Pratul Shah Deo brushed aside the
news of party leaders joining the
JMM. Deo described them as 'de-
jected and rejected' individuals seek-
ing opportunities elsewhere. "These
dejected and rejected people are join-
ing (other parties), those who did not
get tickets in the BJP. There are crores
of workers in the BJP, and only a few
of them get the opportunity to con-
test elections. Some of them were
fortunate to have been MLAs at one
point in time or have contested elec-

for the Uttar Pradesh government, as-
sured the court that no action would
be taken till tomorrow."If they (UP
authorities) want to take the risk of
flouting our order, it's their choice,"
Justice Gavai said today. Justice
Viswanathan added that the high
court had given 15 days to file re-
plies to the demolition notices. Mr
Singh, however, said the petitioners
have not been granted any protection.
The Supreme Court is currently hear-
ing a bunch of petitions against 'bull-
dozer justice' - a term used to refer
to the practice of razing the property
of individuals accused in criminal
cases. The trend has caught on in sev-
eral states, Uttar Pradesh among
them. The court has clarified that
being accused of a crime cannot be
the basis for the demolition of prop-
erty and only violation of civic rules
may attract such action. The court has
also paused demolitions carried out
without its permission.
What Happened In Bahraich

ensure all-weather access to Sonmarg
and connectivity to Ladakh, impor-
tant for movement of defence person-
nel and equipment in the border
areas."Having failed to create unrest
in J&K due to security forces' alert-
ness, there seems to be attempt to tar-
get key projects," the second officer
said.

N e
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tions. They were given an opportu-
nity by the party; still, if such ungrate-
ful people are going to other parties,
then it means it is more important for
them to be MLAs. They have forgot-
ten that the BJP can develop this
state," Deo said.
Jharkhand Voting, Result
Dates

Elections for the 81-member
Jharkhand assembly will take place
in two phases, on November 13 and
November 20, with vote counting set
for November 23. The filing of nomi-
nation papers for the 43 constituen-
cies voting in the first phase started
on Monday, with three nominations
submitted so far. A total of 2.60 crore
eligible voters will participate in the
assembly elections.

n Vo

On October 13, an altercation
broke out in Bahraich's Maharajgan;
when a group of people objected to
loud music near a mosque during a
procession for Durga Puja 1dol im-
mersion. This snowballed into arson
and vandalism in the area, forcing the
local administration to snap Internet
connectivity. Ram Gopal Mishra, 22,
was shot dead during the clash. A
video that circulated after the clash
showed Mishra removing a green flag
from a rooftop and replacing it with
a saffron flag.Police have arrested
five persons suspected to be involved
in Mishra's death -- Mohammad
Faheen, Mohammad Sarfaraz, Abdul
Hameed, Mohammad Taleem alias
Sabloo, and Mohammad Afzal.
Mohammad Talim and Mohammad
Sarfaraz were arrested after they suf-
fered gunshots in an encounter with
Uttar Pradesh police. Police said the
accused were trying to cross into
Nepal when they were caught.A to-
tal of 104 people have been arrested
in connection with the violence and
23 establishments have been served
demolition notices. Among those
who were served notices 1s Hameed,
one of the accused in the killing. Au-
thorities, however, claim the notices
were issued as part of a routine anti-
encroachment drive. The notices have
sparked panic among local residents
as shopkeepers were seen vacating
their premises.
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