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The BJP has appointed Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit Shah and
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav as observers of the Parliamentary
Board as part of the government formation
in Haryana.Both Shah and Yadav will be
responsible for choosing the |eader of the
legislative party in the state which saw the
return of BJP government for thethird con-
secutive time In results declared on Octo-
ber 8.The swearing-in ceremony of the new
CM of Haryanawill be held in Panchkula
on October 17 and before that, a meeting
of the legidlature party has been called in
Chandigarh on October 16 in which both
the observers will be present.

Why Amit Shah?

It may be noted that the BJP high com-
mand has appointed Amit Shah as the ob-
server for the first time after 2022 to elect
theleader of thelegidative party in astate.
In March 2022, Shah went to UP asan ob-
server. Although the BJP had made acting
Chief Minister Nayab Saini the CM face
in the Haryana elections, now discussions
are going on that all is not well within the
Haryana BJP.Political observers feel that
if Union Home Minister Amit Shah, who
Isthe master strategist of the party ismade
the observer of Haryana to choose the
leader of thelegidative party, thenit means
there are more than one contender to the
CM post. The reason behind Shah's entry
iIsbelieved to be the claim of former Home
Minister Anil Vij and Union Minister of
State Rao Indragjit Singh for the post of
Chief Minister. The party high command
feels that the MLASs supporting Vij and
Indrg’it can play some game in the BJP
Leg?i ative Party meeting, which only Shah
will be ableto control.It isworth mention-
ing herethat when Naib Singh Saini’sname
came up as the leader of the legislative
party in March 2024, after ML Khattar’'s
resignation, former minister Anil Vij got
angry and so much was he miffed at this
that he left the meeting in front of the
observers.Now to avoid asimilar situation,
and to tame any kind of dissent the party’s
top brass is sending Amit Shah so as to
avoid any controversy and Naib Saini’s
nameiseasily approved. It may berecalled
that Amit Shah had announced to make
Saini the next Chief Minister inaraly in
Panchkula before the elections.

The Anil Vij factor

There was no controversy or doubt in
the party about Saini becoming the CM
however, when former Home Minister Anil
Vij, who was elected MLA for the seventh
time from Ambala Cantonment, staked his
claim for the CM post thereby creating a
new crisisfor the party. Initialy, Vij’sclaim
was seen as a strategy to win the election,
but even after winning the election, when
Vij claimed the post of Chief Minister, the
ﬁarty did not takethisclaimlightly. The BJP

as got 48 seats in this election, which is
two more than the majority while threein-
dependent ML As have also supported BJP,
due to which it now has 51 MLAs.

Rao Indrgjit alsoinline

Another problem for the party is being
posed by Union Minister of State Rao
Indree?j't, who has been eyeing the post of
Chietf Minister for a long time and it is
feared that both Vij and Rao could create
some trouble during the meeting.Rao
Indrgjitisabig name of theBJPinAhirwal
and of hiseight candidates all have become
MLAsthusincreasing hisstature. Now the
party fears that Rao could demand his

ound of flesh and it is no secret that he

as been eyeing the CM post for a long
time.Amid this tussle, the party believes
that no one will be ableto raise their voice
against the CM choice if Amit Shah is
present therefore, Shah has been sent to
Haryana as a part of the strategy to sup-
press any kind of controversy before it
arises, so that Naib Saini is elected as the
leader of the BJP Legidative Party with-
out any opposition and comfortably take
oath asthe CM of the state in the presence
of the Prime Minister on October 17.
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TheMaharashtra governmenton
Monday announced acompletetoll
waiver for light motor vehicles at
al five entry points into Mumbai,
effective from midnight tonight.
The decision of exempting small
vehiclesof toll chargesat Mumbai
toll plazaswas made during today’s
State Cabinet meeting. Thetoll pla-
zas are Vashi on the Sion-Panvel
Highway, Mulund on Lal Bahadur
Shastri Marg and Eastern Express
Highway, Airoli Bridge on Airoli-
Mulund Road, and Dahisar on the
Western Express Highway.
Maharashtra Chief MinisterEknath
Shindeannounced the decision of
exempting small vehicles of toll
chargesat Mumbai toll plazas dur-
ing the state cabinet meeting in
Mumbai.Following the Cabinet
meeting, Maharashtra minister
Dada Bhuse said, "There are five
toll plazas at Mumbai’s entry
points, including Dahisar, Anand
Nagar, Vashi, Airoli, and Mulund.
Tolls of Rs45 and Rs 75 were be-
ing collected at these plazas, with
the toll system set to remain in ef-
fect until 2026. Approximately 3.5
lakh vehicles commute through
these tolls daily, of which 70,000
are heavy vehicles and 2.80 lakh
are light vehicles. Today, the gov-
ernment has decided to exempt
light vehicles from paying tolls
starting after midnight. This will
also save the time spent waiting in
gueues. The government had been
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Mumbai: In amaor development
in Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
|eader Baba Siddique's murder probe,
theMumbai Crime Branch haveiden-
tified the fourth accused suspected to
be involved in the killing.The sus-
pect, Mohammad Zeeshan Akhtar, is
believed to have directed the shoot-
ers from outside. Akhtar provided
them with information about
Siddigue's location at the time of the
shooting, and he also assisted with
logistical support, including arrang-
Ing rental rooms, said police sources.
Former Maharashtra Minister Baba
Siddigue was shot dead in Mumbai
on Saturday. Three attackers fired
shotsat him outside hisson Zeeshan's
office in Bandra East. The 66-year-
old was rushed to Lilavati Hospital
where he succumbed to injuries.
Siddiquewas cremated with full state
honorsat Bada Qabrastan on Sunday.
Lawrence Bishnoi gang on Sunday
claimed responsibility for the killing
of Siddique, a day after the former
minister was gunned down. Shubham
L onkar, an associate of the Lawrence
Bishnoi gang, publicly claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack on
Siddique in a social media
post.Mumbai police had arrested
Gurmail Baljit Singh (23), aresident
of Haryana and Dharmarg Rajesh
Kashyap (19), from Uttar Pradesh,
whereas there one aide, who was at
the spot during the firing, fled from
the spot. The accused were produced
before the court by the crime branch
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discussing this matter for several
months, and today, this significant

decision has been made." After the [

announcement of the toll waiver,

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Priyanka

Chaturvedi criticised the state gov-
ernment, suggesting the decision
was a last effort to avoid an im-
pending defeat." Desperate measure
just hours before election code of
conduct shows that Maha hoothi
government knows their days are
numbered so try and salvage what-
ever little they can to save them-
selves from the public’s wrath.
Also because it has been under se-
vere fire for the absolute and total
collapse of law and order. Just like
Ladki behen came at the back of a
defeat, this toll decision comes at
the back of an impending defeat,"
shesaidinapost on X.Meanwhile,
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS) chiefRa Thackeray said,
"Light vehicles will be exempt
fromtollsat all fivetoll booths en-
tering Mumbai starting midnight.
Congratulations to all the citizens
of the MMR area, and abig salute
to my Maharashtra Sainiks. My
Sainiks fought relentlessly for
transparency intoll collections, de-
manding that roads funded through
tolls should be toll-free. We faced
criticism for vandalising toll
booths, but often, extreme stepsare
the only way to make the govern-
ment take notice. That said, it'sa
moment of happiness for
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team, where Dharmarg] Kashyap's
lawyer claimed that he was a minor.
However, an ossification test of ac-
cused Dharmarg] Kashyap in which
it was proved that he is not minor.
Akhtar was a resident of village
Shakar of Nakodar in Jalandhar. He
was arrested by the local police in
2022 in a case related to organized
crime, murder and robbery. Whilehe
waslodgedin Patialajail, hecamein
contact with the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang and received instructions to
murder Siddique, revealed sources.
Ashewasreleased from jail on June
7 of this year, he subsequently be-
came involved with the gang and
moved to Mumbai.As investigation
widens, the Police on Sunday arrested
28-year-old Pravin Lonkar from
Pune. He is brother of Shubham
L onkar, accused inthe Nirmal Nagar
firing case. The brothers had hatched
the conspiracy of killing Siddiqui and
enlisted Kashyap and Shivkumar
Gautam in the plot, an official
said."Yesterday, between 9-9.30 pm,

B — ; : :
Mumbaikars who are finally toll-
free, and our movement has seen
success. | congratulate the state
government, but they must assure
the people that this isn't just an
election-driven decision.
""Mumbai may be toll-free today,
but countless people have suffered
in this toll system over the years.
A fair investigation is necessary,
but there's little certainty it will
happen, given the complexities of
who holds whom accountable.
Stll, it'sarelief that Mumbaikars
are freed from this burden. To my
Maharashtra Sainiks—if anyone
ever asks about the outcome of the
toll agitation, proudly point to this
victory of making Mumbai toll-
free. Once again, congratulations
to everyone,” he added.
TheMaharashtra cabinetalso ex-
pressed shock over the killing of
former state minister Baba
Siddique and adopted acondolence
resolution to this effect.

e e

ex-state minister Baba Siddique was
shot outside his sons' office, under
Nirmal Nagar police station. An of-
fence has been registered and the in-
vestigation has been handed over to
the Crime Branch. Two accused were
detained onthe spot... Two pistolsand
28 rounds have been recovered... We
have the custody of the accused till
October 21. We are investigating the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang'srolein the
case," DCP Crime Branch Datta
Nalawade said."Mumbai Crime
Branch recovered two pistols from
both the accused. The accused had
brought pepper spray, first, the ac-
cused were about to spray and then
they were about to fire but the third
accused Shiv Kumar Gautam started
firing directly. Three constableswere
with Baba Siddique and at the time
of the incident also three constables
werethere but they could not do any-
thing. One more person has been in-
jured in this firing," he added.The
Mumbai Crime Branch hasregistered
acase at Nirmal Nagar Police Station
In connection with the murder under
relevant sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, Arms Act and
MaharashtraPolice Act.The case has
been registered at Nirmal Nagar Po-
lice Station under Crime Registration
No. 589/2024, Sections 103(1), 109,
125, and 3(5) of the BharatiyaNyaya
Sanhita (BNS), along with Sections
3, 25, 5, and 27 of theArmsAct, and
Section 37 and section 137 of the
Maharashtra Police Act.
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