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Bien shouldreign, make Ramal Hanes the

et emal resient of US, s omer i

President Kamala Harris urged President Joe Biden
to resign and install his deputy as the first woman
president of the country, although for a short dura-
tion."Joe Biden has been amazing but he should ful-
fil one last promise - to be transitional," Jamal
Simmons, former communications director for the
vice president said on a social media post after mak-
ing a similar suggestion during a Sunday talk
show."Joe Biden's been a phenomenal president,
he's lived up to so many of the promises he's made.
There's one promise left that he could fulfil, being a
transitional figure. He could resign the presidency in
the next 30 days, make Kamala Harris President of
the United States-," Simmons told CNN's"Situation
Room" in an interview."It'd turn tables on Trump,
keep Kamala from presiding over January 6 and
make it easier for the next woman to run," he
said."It would absolve her from having to oversee
the January 6 transition of her own defeat. And it
would make sure, it would dominate the news, at a
point where Democrats have to learn drama and
transparency and doing things the public wants to
see. This is the moment for us to change the entire
perspective of how Democrats operate," he
said.Immigration lawyers prepare to battle Trump in
court againResponding to a question, Simmons said
this is the best thing Biden can do now."This is
something within Joe Biden's control. If he did it, it
would, again, fulfil his last promise and give
Kamala Harris a chance to be the 47th President of
the United States of America. It would disrupt all of
Donald Trump's paraphernalia, right? He'd have to
rebrand everything. And make it easier for the next
woman president does not have to hold all that
weight of being the first," Simmons said.Harris, 60,
lost the November 5 general election to President-
elect Donald Trump.

orater Noida Expressvay aceident, Kinof ieims
rcAls moments hfore e st amly n car collsion

‘ The car at the
|| accident site near
Sector 146 Metro sta-
= tion on the Greater
B Noida  Expressway
@ Sunday morning Nea
SR “% rly an hour after he
was able to admit his two-and-half-year-old son to
Child PGI in Noida, Hari Om (29) received a call
from the Knowledge Park police station around 6
am on Sunday.A policeman on the line told him that
his family met with an accident and his cousin who
was behind the wheels died on the spot. He was also
informed that four others who were in the car were
being taken to the district hospital and he needed to
go there as soon as possible.As he started making
arrangements to reach the hospital, he got another
call minutes later. This time, he was told that his
mother who was also in the car along with his uncle
and aunts were all declared brought dead by doctors
at the hospital."They were all with me at the hospi-
tal till an hour ago. With my son's health deteriorat-
ing, we had to rush him to this hospital at night and
were finally able to admit him early in the morning.
We were all tired and 1 had insisted that they go
home and rest. I stayed back and now I am being
asked to reach the mortuary to see them," says Hari,
as he rushed outside the hospital bare foot.
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Congress MP Manickam Tagore Writes to FM Nirmala

Sitharaman, Flags Concerns Over Recent Changes in LIC Policies

New Delhi, November 11:
Congress MP Manickam Tagore has
written to Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman over concerns regarding
recent changes in LIC policies,
asserting the amendments are
"deeply troubling" and have the
potential to adversely impact the
livelihood of approximately 14 lakh
LIC agents and millions of policy-
holders.In his letter to Sitharaman,
Tagore said the government has set
an ambitious target of insuring the
entire population of India by 2047,
with the overarching goal of provid-
ing financial security, especially in
rural and economically disadvan-
taged areas.However, recent policy
changes and decisions by the LIC
are making it increasingly difficult
for agents to promote and sell life
insurance policies effectively, thus
directly hampering this noble mis-
sion. "I am writing to express the
concerns of LIC agents and policy-
holders following the recent
changes in Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) policies, which
came into effect on October 1,
2024," the MP from Virudhunagar
said. .These amendments are deeply
troubling and have the potential to
adversely impact the livelihood of
approximately 14 lakh LIC agents
and the millions of policyholders
who rely on LIC for affordable life
insurance, Tagore said in his letter
dated November 5. Outlining the
concerns, he said the LIC's primary
objective has always been to extend
life insurance coverage to the rural
areas and economically weaker sec-
tions of society. Contrary to this
mission, the LIC has recently
increased the minimum sum
assured to Rs 2 lakh and has raised

CJl dischargee
Jon'tthink

Senior advocate and Congress
MP Abhishek Manu Singhvi said that
while the outgoing Chief Justice of
India, D Y Chandrachud, had shone in
90 per cent of his decisions, he would
fault him for 'deciding not to decide'
on the pending cases on disqualifica-
tion of MLAs of the NCP and Shiv
Sena in Maharashtra, headed for polls
on November 20.Singhvi was speak-
ing at Loksatta Loksamvad, held in
Mumbai on Sunday. The Congress
leader said that Chandrachud, who
retired on Sunday, had been able to
discharge a high level of success in 90
per cent of his career, and is only a
human so there may have been errors
of judgment. "But I would still say that
it falls within the ten per cent band. It
is unfortunate that some of it happened
towards the end of his tenure. There
may be errors of judgment but I do not
think that they were intentional or in
any manner, motivated. I do not think
you can judge the man by the ten per
cent test and ignore the 90 per cent,"

-

premium rates across the board, he
said."This will have a dispropor-
tionately negative impact on the
rural, lower, and middle-income
groups, who may no longer be able
to afford insurance policies at these
higher premiums," he said. Tagore
further pointed out that the rate of
commission for LIC agents was
fixed as per the Insurance Act of
1938. Despite multiple requests
from agents and the insurance
industry, there has been no increase
in commission rates, even though
the IRDAI allowed for increases
through gazette notifications in
2013, 2017, and 2020, he
said.However, the LIC has failed to
implement these increases, continu-
ing with the same commission
structure until September 30, 2024,
Tagore pointed out. The new poli-
cies introduced from October 1,
2024, further reduce the commis-
sion, which directly impacts the
livelihoods of millions of agents, he
said .He further said LIC's premium
rates are already among the highest
in the industry and the introduction
of new policies with even higher
premium rates makes it nearly
impossible for agents to sell poli-
cies, especially to the middle and
lower-income population. .With
these steep premium increases,

|

Singhvi said. He said he would fault
him on the fact he in a number of cases
did not decide wrongly because he has
decided not to decide.In the pleas
challenging the Maharashtra Assem
bly Speaker's decision declaring CM
Eknath Shinde's Sena as the 'real polit-
ical party' pending before the Supreme
Court, where Singhvi had represented
former Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, the Congress leader said
that he had mentioned the case before
the CJI on several occasions to expe-
dite the verdict. The tenure of the

ivated" Abhishek Singhv

agents find it extremely challenging
to meet sales targets and provide
affordable coverage to policyhold-
ers, he said. The Congress leader
also flagged the issue of reduced
bonus and benefits. The LIC has
reduced the entry age for popular
policies to 50 years, which is a
regressive move and will have a
direct impact on the ability of
agents to procure new business, as
many potential policyholders will
now fall outside the eligibility crite-
ria for the plans they once had
access to, Tagore said.He further
said in the letter that the introduc-
tion of the "clawback commission"
policy by the LIC is highly objec-
tionable. Under this clause, agents
are held responsible for the surren-
der of policies and are required to
repay the commission they earned,
he said. "This is unfair, as the com-
mission is an integral part of the
premium, and agents should not be
penalised for policyholders' deci-
sions to surrender policies, which
may be influenced by various exter-
nal factors beyond the agents' con-
trol," he said."In light of these
developments, I request your urgent
intervention to review the changes
implemented on October 1. 2024. 1
urge you to reconsider the policies
that adversely affect both agents
and policyholders and take correc-
tive action to ensure that LIC can
continue to fulfil its mandate of pro-
viding accessible and affordable life
insurance to all sections of society,"
the Congress leader said. "I am con-
fident that, with your support, the
concerns of LIC agents and policy-
holders will be addressed promptly
and justly," Tagore said in his letter
to Sitharaman.

high leve of success, There may he ervors of judgment bt
ey were ntenional o mo

Maharashtra Assembly ends on
November 26.Singhvi said the
Supreme Court had directed the
Speaker of the Assembly to
urgently decide on the disqualifi-
cation pleas thrice but the deci-
sion was not given.Singhvi said
that while there may be an argu-
ment that the petitions become
infructuous when the next gov-
| ernment is formed after the
upcoming elections, his opinion
is that it should be heard and decided,
as it would settle the law on various
aspects including interpretation of the
Tenth Schedule, actions of Shiv Sena
and NCP MLAs, role of Governor,
Election Commission and would pre-
vent recurrences.Singhvi also said the
Congress party has never officially
demanded reservations for Muslims
and it was a false attribution made by
the BJP leaders. He said such a
demand is also not part of the mani-
festo of the party in the upcoming
elections in the state.
H B
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From R 1000 mvestment to Rs2 lakh monthly turnover,
how this Bihar housewite scripted a mushroom success story

When Pratibha Jha was 15 years
old, she lost her father, who worked in the
Bihar government's agriculture depart-
ment, to cancer. Due to her mother's ill
health, Pratibha had to get married at 16
years of age, just after completing her
class 10th in the year 2000.At her hus-
band's place in Mirzapur Hansi village of
Bihar’sDarbhanga district, Pratibha spent
most of her time doing household work
with her head always covered as is cus-
tomary in the state's patriarchal
society.“When my husband got transferred
to Hyderabad, I moved with him. But in
2016, my parents-in-law were not keeping
well. So I went back to the village to look
after them,” she says. Pratibha Jha with
oyster mushroom bags in the early days of
cultivation. Pic: Pratibha JhaAt that time,
she saw a newspaper article on a success-
ful mushroom grower in Bihar. “It remind-
ed me of my childhood when my father
would take me to various mushroom farms
while working in the agriculture depart-
ment. Nobody in Darbhanga knew about
mushrooms at that time,” she
recollects.Maharashtra professor turns
mushroom entrepreneur; clocks Rs4 lakh
monthly turnoverThe article got her inter-
ested in mushroom farming and she dis-
cussed it with her husband. “Everyone

| - -
[ b.g

around me opposed the idea
‘ as women in our village are
not encouraged to step out
for work. But I was very
keen to do something
L beyond household work.
| My husband supported me
and I went ahead,” she
says.The beginning Prati
bha went to the Darbhanga
Agriculture Department and
the officials directed her to
Bihar Agricultural
University (BAU) Sabor University in
Bhagalpur for training. “There, 1 learned
the basics of mushroom farming in 2016
and started cultivation of my first batch,”
she says. Preparing compost, the medium
for cultivating button mushrooms. Pic:
Pratibha JhaShe got one kg of milky
mushroom spawns (seeds) from the uni-
versity after training and invested another
Rs600 to buy four kg more from a local
spawn seller.“With five kg of seeds, I put
up 50 bags in a room of our old house
lying vacant. I invested about Rs400 in
procuring paddy straw, poly bags etc.,
investing a total of Rs1000.”Since
Pratibha was new to mushroom farming,
she made some minor mistakes and the
output was 6 kg per bag (against an aver-
age of 10kg per bag). She harvested 30kg
of mushroom and sold it locally in the vil-
lage, earning Rs2500.“That first profit of
Rs1500 prompted me to learn more and
improve my skills,” Pratibha says.Today,
Pratibha prepares mushroom spawns, cul-
tivates three types of mushrooms -- oyster,
milky white and button, and makes value-
added products and trains others. Her
monthly turnover is Rs2 lakh. Pratibha Jha
grows (1) milky white, (2) button and (3)
oyster mushrooms.Enhancing skills to
become a master trainerAfter her first

attempt, she took a 15-day master trainer
course in mushroom farming at the Pusa
University in Delhi. “I did the course in
2017 and learned everything from making
spawns to training others,” she says.On
returning to Darbhanga, she began three
things simultaneously: making mushroom
seeds, growing mushrooms and training
others to become rural entrepreneurs,
especially women.

How this MBA mushroom entrepreneur
clocks Rs90 lakh annual turnover

Spawn labs require a minimum of three
equipment --laminar airflow (for sterilisa-
tion), autoclave (sterilizes mushroom sub-
strate), and bod incubator (to test sam-
ples).“l came back and started making
spawn using minimum investment. I
bought only a small autoclave and used a
spirit lamp as a substitute for laminar to
keep costs low. With this small set-up, |
began making 10 kg seeds per day,” she
says.In January 2018, she started training
people who came through the Darbhanga
Agriculture Department. “Those who took
training also bought the seeds from me at
Rs100 per kg,” she adds.

Pratibha Jha showcasing her value-added
products at an exhibition

Pratibha then began putting up stalls in
exhibitions through universities and other
government agencies. “With regular pro-
duction, I began to make value-added
products like pickles, snacks, papad, dried
mushrooms and mushroom powder,” she
says.

Earning throughout the year & training
Now she cultivates the three types of
mushrooms throughout the year without
any air conditioning set up. In October-
November, she puts up bags for oyster
mushrooms, which are ready for harvest
after 21 to 22 days. The bags continue to
give yield for 90 days from the day of

fruiting. “A one kg bag will give 10kg of]
mushroom in all till January,” she says.
How two brothers in Agra earn Rs2 lakh
daily from mushroom farming

Growing button mushrooms is a bit more
time-consuming as the process of prepar-
ing compost (the medium for growth)
starts in October. “After preparing the
bags, the casing is done after 15 days. The
time from spawning to fruiting stage is one
month while it takes a total of 2.5 months
from the composting stage to harvest
stage,” she explains.Button mushroom
harvest is over by February-end or March
first week after which the farmers can
plant milky mushroom variety. It is plant-
ed beginning of March and gives returns
till October, by when it’s time for oyster
and button mushroom again, Pratibha
says.So by growing the three varieties,
farmers can earn consistent annual
income. While oysters and milky mush-
rooms sell at Rs150 per kg, the price for
button mushrooms is Rs200 per kg.
Proving training (left) and after receiving
an award. Pic: Pratibha JhaAt Pratibha’s
home unit, the daily production of oyster
and milky mushrooms is around 25 kg and
35 kg for button mushrooms during their
respective seasons.“All the production is
sold within Darbhanga. The unsold pro-
duce is used to make value-added products
like pickles and papads,” she says.While
oyster and milky mushroom powders sell
at Rs1000 per kg, the pickle is priced at
Rs600 per kg sold locally and in exhibi-
tions.For training, Pratibha charges only
Rs1000 per session, irrespective of the
number of participants. “Many women are
now earning independently after receiving
training from me. Mushroom is a low
investment business and a tool for finan-
cial empowerment of underprivileged peo-
ple,” she says.

Who is India's S1st CJI Sanjiv Khanna? Know his educa-
lon, key judgements, retirement date, family hackground

On November 11th at 10, India's
President Droupadi Murmu adminis-
tered Justice Sanjiv Khanna's oath of
office at Rashtrapati Bhavan.The senior
judge of the Supreme Court was sworn
in as the 51st Chief Justice of India and
is all set to officially begin his six-
month service as the ultimate law mon-
itor.

Who is Sanjiv Khanna?

The second-most senior judge of the
Supreme Court, Mr Khanna was pro-
posed to be the next Chief Justice by the
outgoing CJI DY Chandrachud who
retired on November 10 after a year-
long service since November 9, 2022.
Born on May 14, 1960, Justice Sanjiv's
legal career began in 1983 where he
worked as an advocate with the Delhi Bar
Council.He then served as the Senior
Standing Counsel for the Income Tax
Department followed by his appointment
as Standing Counsel (Civil) for the
National Capital Territory of Delhi in
2004. Over the years Mr Khanna gained
extensive experience in constitutional law,
taxation, arbitration, commercial law, and

environmental law.In 2005, Justice Sanjiv
took up the charge of an additional judge
of the Delhi High Court and became a per-
manent judge in 2006. On January 18,
2019, Justice Khanna was appointed as a
Judge of the Supreme Court without hav-
ing previously served as Chief Justice of a
High Court. He currently serves as the
Executive Chairman of the National Legal

Services Authority and is
a member of the
Governing Council of the
National Judicial
Academy in Bhopal.
Sanjiv Khanna's educa-
tion and family back-
ground

Justice Khanna complet-
ed his early schooling at
New Delhi's Modern
School in 1977. After his
graduation from  St.
Stephen's College, Delhi
in 1980, he went on to
study law at the Campus
Law Centre of the Faculty
of Law, University of
Delhi. Sanjiv is the son of Justice Dev Raj
Khanna who retired as a Delhi High Court
judge in 1985.

Instagram

His mother Saroj Khanna was a renowned
Hindi lecturer at Delhi's popular Lady Shri
Ram College. Interestingly, Justice Sanjiv
has an extensive law influence in his fam-
ily. Even his uncle Hans Raj Khanna was a

former judge of the Supreme Court of
India (the man who propounded the basic
structure doctrine in 1973 and passed the
judgement in the 1976 Habeas Corpus
case.

Sanjiv Khanna's key judgements and
retirement date

Justice Khanna has made several landmark
judgements including granting interim bail
to former Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal. He was the one who lately
emphasised that delays in proceedings
could serve as a valid ground for granting
bail under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA). Here's a look at
some of his key judgment contributions.

1. Article 370 abrogation

2. Striking down of the Electoral Bond
Scheme

3. Divorce under Article 142

4. Dismissal of plea for 100 per cent
VVPAT verification

5. Right to Information (RTI) and judicial
independence

Justice Sanjiv Khanna will retire on 13th
May 2025 and will be succeeded by
Justice B.R. Gavai.
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