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Kuki Organisations To Hold 'Coffin Rally' Today To
Commemorate 10 Youths Killed In Gunfight With Police

Kuki groups have
announced a 'coffin rally'
in Churachandpur,
Manipur, today to express
solidarity with the 10
youths killed in a gunfight
with security forces during
the Jiribam violence.
Students from Class 10
onwards have been called
to attend the rally, where
they are asked to wear
black shirts as a symbol of
protest.According to a
joint notice issued by the
Zomi Students' Federation
(ZSF), Kuki Students'
Organisation (KSO), and Hmar
Students' Association (HSA), 10
symbolic coffins will be carried to
commemorate the deaths of the 10
youths, whose bodies remain in the
mortuary of a local hospital.After
undergoing autopsies at a hospital
in Silchar, Assam, the bodies of the
10 individuals were brought back to
Churachandpur, a Kuki-majority

district, on Saturday afternoon.
However, the police have stated that
those killed in the confrontation
with security forces were Kuki mil-
itants. They claimed that the attack-
ers, dressed in camouflage and
armed with advanced weapons,
launched an assault on the
Borobekra Police Station and a
nearby CRPF camp in Jakuradhor,

Jiribam district.Union
Minister Amit Shah on
Monday chaired a
high-level meeting on
current unrest in
Manipur. Shah, who
was in Maharashtra to
campaign for elections
in the state later in the
week, cut short his visit
to return to the national
capital for the meeting,
party leaders
said.CRPF director
general Anish Dayal
Singh was also sent to
Manipur to assess the

situation. The situation escalated on
Saturday, with locals targeting the
homes of MLAs and ministers.
Vehicles and parts of buildings were
set on fire, gunfights broke out in
the buffer zones between the hills
and valley areas, and protesters
blocked roads in the valley regions
overnight.

Iran-Israel War: US takes actions against Israel as
Netanyahu targets Iran's nuclear sites, asks PM...

New Delhi: Tensions
between Iran and Israel have esca-
lated in recent months, with Israel
targeting several of Iran's nuclear
sites, provoking anger in Iran and
leading to further complications.In
this context, Israel has spoken with
the elected U.S. President, Donald

Trump. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu stated that
he had a conversation
with Trump, and both
countries are concerned
about the Iranian
threat.He said, "We are
working together with
the United States to
prevent Iran from
acquiring nuclear
weapons." He also
mentioned that the

October 26 attack dealt a significant
blow to Iran's nuclear
program.Reports suggest that the
United States is not happy with
Netanyahu's actions. Recently, the
US expressed concern over Israel's
actions against civilians in Gaza. It
has imposed sanctions on six loca-

tions operating in the West Bank.
Israeli attacks in Gaza have caused
significant damage to civilian prop-
erty. U.S. State Department
spokesperson Matthew Miller stat-
ed that Israel should take strict
action against those undermining
peace in the region.

IAEA Issues Warning
The head of the IAEA has recently
warned that the scope for dialogue
and diplomacy regarding Iran's
growing nuclear program is dimin-
ishing, as the war continues in the
Middle East and Donald Trump is
set to return to the White
House.IAEA chief Rafael Mariano
Grossi recently visited Tehran. He
undertook this visit to restore access
for his inspectors to Iran's nuclear
program. During his previous visits,
he had limited success.

Why AAP rushed to get Shokeen as minister within a day of Gahlot's exit
The Aadm Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-

ernment in Delhi on Monday named Jat leader
Raghuvinder Shokeen as a minister. The rush
to get a Jat leader into prominence was visible
as the Arvind Kejriwal-led party named
Shokeen a minister in the Delhi government
within 24 hours of Kailash Gahlot's exit from
AAP.The rush to include Shokeen in Chief
Minister Atishi's ministry also reveals the
importance of Jat votes in Delhi's politics,
more so ahead of the 2025 Delhi Assembly
election.Kailash Gahlot, whoquit the AAP and
joined the BJP on Monday, is a Jat leader from
Najafgarh, a Jat-dominated seat in western
Delhi bordering Haryana.Raghuvinder
Shokeen is an MLA from Nangloi Jat, anoth-
er Jat-dominated seat in West Delhi, which is
around 12 km from Najafgarh."I would like to
thank the party leadership. Honestly, I was
very surprised because the truth is, I did not
expect this opportunity. It is a big surprise for
me," Shokeen told news agency PTI after
being inducted into the Delhi Cabinet in the

presence of former deputy CM Manish
Sisodia.While his inclusion in the Delhi
Cabinet might have come as a surprise for
Shokeen, it would hardly be that for political
watchers. That's because of the role of the Jat
community in the outcome of the Assembly
election in Delhi, which is heading towards an
Assembly early next year.Like Atishi,
Shokeen, too, is a man on a singular mission -
- of making Kejriwal the chief minister."The

government is always confronted with chal-
lenges, and the Aam Aadmi Party's govern-
ment in Delhi is no exception. Recently,
Arvind Kejriwal Ji, the leader of AAP, was
even in jail. But every time the party faces dif-
ficulties, we unite to overcome them.
Together, we will once again make Arvind
Kejriwal Ji the Chief Minister of Delhi,"
Shokeen told news agency IANS.To achieve
that, he will need to consolidate Jat votes, for
which he has been elevated as a Cabinet min-
ister in Delhi.The Jat community, although
constituting not more than 5.5% of Delhi's
population, holds considerable sway in the
rural and outer Delhi areas, especially the
ones bordering Haryana.These seats, includ-
ing that of Gehlot's Najafgarh and Shokeen's
Nangloi Jat have a significant presence of
Jats, and their support is crucial in swaying
electoral outcomes.Not just in the rural bor-
dering seats, the Jat community is a sizeable
voting block in some of Delhi's urban seats,
like Mehrauli and Mundka.Out of the 360 vil-

lages in Delhi, roughly 250 of them are inhab-
ited by Jats. Additionally, many Jats have
made Delhi their home after leaving their vil-
lages in Haryana, Rajasthan and Western
Uttar Pradesh in the last few decades.After
Delhi was recognised as a state in 1993, the
BJP government was led by Sahib Singh
Verma, a Jat leader from Delhi's Mundka, fol-
lowing a short stint with Madan Lal Khurana.
Devendra Shokeen, another Jat leader, was
made the minister for transport.Later, Sheila
Dikshit's Congress government made Jat lead-
ers Yoganand Shastri and Deep Chand
Bandhu as ministers.In the 2024 Lok Sabha
election, BJP's Kamaljeet Sehrawat, a Dahiya
Jat, won the West Delhi parliamentary seat, of
which Najafgarh is a part of.The upcoming
Assembly elections in Delhi, scheduled for
January-February 2025, make the retention of
Jat support crucial for the AAP. The party,
which has enjoyed back-to-back landslide
victories in 2015 and 2020, is keen to secure a
third consecutive term.

Congress, NCP Spent Crores, Yet Couldn't
Match BJP's Facebook Ad Expenditure

The campaigning for the high-stakes Maharashtra
election ended on Monday, with the ruling BJP-led Mahayuti
alliance vying to retain power and the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) combine hoping for a strong comeback.However,
beyond the slogans of "Batenge Toh Katenge" and "Ek Hain
Toh Safe Hain", political parties have been splurging crores
on Facebook advertisements targeting the assembly poll-
ready states of Maharashtra and Jharkhand, with
Maharashtra BJP leading the coverage.When it comes to
expenditure, no one comes close to BJP. Maharashtra BJP is
at the top of the list with an expenditure of a little above Rs
2.7 crore. The first runner-up is also the BJP with its
Jharkhand unit. In the last 30 days, the Jharkhand BJP has
spent a little above Rs 2.4 crore on Facebook's political
advertisements. At No.3 is the Congress which spent a little
above Rs 1.2 crore in the last 30 days.There is only one Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) ally in the list of 20 where Nationalist
Congress Party - Sharadchandra Pawar features at No. 4, just
after Congress, with an expenditure which is a little above Rs
1.2 crore. Together, Congress and NCP (SP)'s Facebook
expenditure for one month comes at a little above Rs 2.4
crore. This amount is yet to touch the stand-alone Facebook
expenditure of Maharashtra BJP at Rs 2.7 crore which got it
1,267 political advertisements in the last 30 days.While there
is no place for Shiv Sena-UBT or other parties in this virtual
fray, all allies of Mahayuti are present on the list - Ajit Pawar
faction of NCP as well as Eknath Shinde faction of Shiv
Sena. Sena features in the seventh position on last month's
expenditure list with Rs 36 lakh and 196 advertiseme
nts.Similarly, NCP Official, which bears Ajit Pawar's photo,
is next with an expenditure of Rs 30 lakh and 761 advertise-
ments.There are also a few pages that made it to the top 20
that are typical of personal brandings like that of Devendra
Fadnavis for Maharashtra, Nana Patole Samarthak, Ravindra
Chavan or Dada Cha Wada. In the last one, Ajit Pawar pro-
motes himself.With campaigning shifting from traditional to
virtual means to grab the attention of those on-the-go, the
BJP seems to be way ahead in the race.Voting for
Maharashtra's 288 assembly seats will take place on
November 20 and results will be declared on November 23.
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Tirupati Temple Implements New Darshan System, Now
You Can Visit in Just 2 Hours, VIP Quota Scrapped

Tirupati Temple has
reva mped its darshan system,
ensuring that devotees no
longer have to wait in long
lines. The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) board
has introduced a new system,
where devotees will be able to
have darshan of Lord
Venkateswara in just two
hours, thanks to the use of
Artificial Intelligence and
advanced technology.
Previously, devotees had to
wait 20 to 30 hours for darshan,
with around 1 lakh visitors daily.
The new system aims to streamline
the process, making darshan more
accessible and efficient.In a signifi-
cant move, the board has decided to

scrap the 'Special Entry Darshan'
quota, which often led to controver-
sies around VIP darshan. This deci-
sion has been made to avoid future
disputes on this matter.
Additionally, a special darshan

arrangement will be made
for local citizens on the first
Tuesday of every month.
Political statements will also
be banned within the temple
premises, with legal action
to be taken against viola-
tors.Recently, a controversy
erupted over the quality of
the prasadam offered at the
temple, when adulterated
ghee was found in the
famous laddus. Following
this, the board has imple-

mented stricter measures to ensure
the quality of the prasadam.With
these new changes, devotees can
expect a more efficient and
improved darshan experience at the
Tirupati Temple.

Rs 1,000 Crore Seized Ahead Of State
Elections, 7 Times More Than 2019

The enforcement agencies
have seized over Rs 1,000 crore
worth of cash, liquor and other
inducements in the ongoing elec-
tions in Maharashtra, Jharkhand
and across 14 states where bypolls
are being held, the Election
Commission said Monday.Out of
Rs 1,000 crore, 858 crores has been
seized from Maharashtra and
Jharkhand, which is 7 times the
seizures done during the assembly
elections in 2019, the poll body
said.In 2019 assembly elections,
Maharashtra recorded seizures
worth Rs. 103.61 crore while for
Jharkhand it was Rs. 18.76
crore.The second round of voting
in Jharkhand will take place on
November 20. Maharashtra will
vote on the same day. The votes for
both states will be counted on
November 23."In Maharashtra,
seizures were recorded in all

cohorts across all dis-
tricts, much higher than
previous assembly elec-
tions. A few noteworthy
operations included
seizure of Rs. 3.70 crore
of cash from a suspi-
cious Jeep in Wada
police station area in
Palghar District. In
another noteworthy inci-
dent, in Jamod AC of
Buldhana district, 4500

kg of Ganja plants worth Rs 4.51
crore were seized. In Raigad, Rs.
5.20 crore worth of silver bars were
seized," said the poll body.The poll
body said it focus on curbing the
role of money power in the elec-
tions has resulted in increased vol-
ume of seizures.Chief Election
Officer Rajiv Kumar has directed
all officials and observers to con-
tinue strict watch over next two
days and curb distribution of any
inducements till polling is com-
plete."Jharkhand also witnessed
record seizures and this time focus
was also to curb illicit mining
activities which resulted in seizures
of illegal mining materials and
machines involved. In a single inci-
dent, Rs. 2.26 crore worth of illegal
mining material was seized in
Rajmahal AC in Sahibganj district
and many such actions included

seizures related to illegal mining
activities," read the statement.In
Daltonganj, 687 kg of poppy straw
was seized, while in Hazaribagh
48.18 Kg of Marijuana was seized,
said the Commission.In Rajasthan,
449 cartons of liquor consignment,
hidden behind many layers of
boxes of potatoes, was seized at
Nagaur while in transit from one
neighbouring state to another, said
the poll body."The surge in seizures
involves an extensive monitoring
process, which starts months before
the announcement of elections. It
included an array of activities like
sensitising and reviewing enforce-
ment agencies for more coordinat-
ed and comprehensive monitoring,
marking of expenditure sensitive
constituencies, ensuring adequate
field teams, training on expenditure
monitoring systems and appoint-
ment of experienced officers as
Expenditure Observers," said the
poll body.The poll body said the
seizures were also the result of
investments made in information
t e c h n o l o g y . " I n f o r m a t i o n
Technology is also heavily used
through inhouse software ESMS
(Election Seizure Management
System) for real-time monitoring
and sharing of information
amongst multiple agencies for a
wider deterrence," it said.

Gangster Lawrence Bishnoi's brother Anmol Bishnoi arrested in US
MUMBAI: Anmol Bishn

oi, the younger brother of gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi, has been
arrested in California in the US, a
report said. According to sources,
Anmol may be extradited to
India.The NIA had offered a
reward of Rs 10 lakh to anyone
providing information about
Anmol.Anmol is accused in sever-
al cases, including the murder of
renowned Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala, the murder of former
Maharashtra minister Baba
Siddique and the firing outside

actor Salman Khan's residence in
Mumbai. According to NIA,
Anmol had conspired to carry out
the murder of Baba Siddique.
Anmol, who controlled the crime

syndicate following the arrest of
Lawrence Bishnoi, fled to
Canada last year. Lawrence is
currently in Sabarmati Jail in
Gujarat.Earlier this month, the
Mumbai Crime Branch had ini-
tiated efforts to bring Anmol
home from the US. A special
court in Maharashtra has also
issued a non-bailable warrant

against him. Anmol is an accused
in two cases registered by the
National Investigation Agency.
Interpol has issued a red corner
notice against him.

Maharashtra Elections 2024: Sikh Samaj Announces Support
For MahaYuti Alliance, Cites Govt's Support To Community

Mumbai: Sikh Samaj Maharashtra, a group represent-
ing the Sikh community in Maharashtra, announced that they
will support the Bharatiya Janata Party-led MahaYuti
alliance in this week's polls to the state assembly.Addressing
the media on Monday, Sant Harman Singh Khalsa of the
group said that after public consultations in towns across the
state it was decided that Sikhs should support the MahaYuti
because of the government's support to the community.In
October, the Maharashtra government issued an order recon-
stituting the Punjabi Sahitya Academy that had been defunct.
The government has also set up a 11-member Sikh Represen
tative Committee under the minorities development depart-
ment to help the community access welfare programmes and
to address demands and grievances of the community.The
government also announced the appointment of the first Sikh
member in the State Minority Commission. According to
Sikh Samaj Maharashtra, there are 120 constituencies out of
the total 288 where Sikh vote could be decisive."The Guru
Nanak Naam Leva Sangat, along with Sikh, Hindu, Punjabi,
Sindhi, Sikligar, Banjara, and Lubana communities, is high-
ly appreciative of these positive measures. They are opti-
mistic that the government will continue to work with the
same intent and vision for the welfare of all communities in
the future," said Khalsa.Bal Malkit Singh, Executive
Chairman, Maharashtra State Punjabi Sahitya Academy and
Convenor, Maharashtra Sikh Association, said, "The govern-
ment has played a significant role in the social and econom-
ic upliftment of the Sikh community. It has not only made
beneficial announcements but also taken historic steps for
their development. Recently, for the first time, Sikh society
and Guru Nanak Naam Leva Sangat were given proper rep-
resentation in the Minority Commission by forming a com-
mittee of Sikh representatives. This is a landmark initiative,"
he added .Replying to questions from the media about
killings of Sikhs abroad, allegedly by Indian intelligence
agencies for the former's involvement in separatist activities,
Khalsa said that the press meet was held only to announce the
community's support for the MahaYuti coalition.Maharashtra
Elections 2024: 'Ban On Political Campaigning During Silen
ce Period Starting From 6 pm Today,' Reminds ECAsked
about the farmer's agitation, the group said that the farm laws
have been withdrawn. They said that a demand for Vande Bh
arat trains linking Mumbai with Amritsar and Nanded, two
important holy cities, have been made with the government.

Beggar Family Hosts Lavish Feast for 20,000 in Pakistan
Mumbai, November 18: In a shocking turn of events

in Gujranwala, Pakistan, a beggar family has sparked wide-
spread disbelief by hosting an extravagant feast for about
20,000 people despite claiming to live off begging.The lav-
ish event, organized to mark the 40th day of the family's
grandmother's death, cost a staggering 1.25 crore Pakistani
rupees (approximately INR 38 lakh). The family not only
provided a grand spread but also arranged for 2,000 vehicles
to transport guests to the venue near Rahwali Railway
Station, raising questions about the true financial status of
those who often rely on charity.The feast, which included a
wide selection of traditional dishes like Siri Paye, murabba,
mutton, naan matar ganj (sweet rice), and various desserts,
was a sight to behold. In order to cater to the massive crowd,
around 250 goats were slaughtered. As videos of the grand
event surfaced, showing the immense scale of the gathering,
they quickly went viral.
Netizens React To Grand Feast By Beggar
While some applauded the family for their generosity, many
others were left questioning how a family living off begging
could fund such a lavish occasion, leading to widespread
speculation about the source of their wealth.
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