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Who s Raja Krishnamoorthi? All About The
[ndian-American Democrat Re-Elected In Illinois

Indian-origin Democratic Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi was re-elect-
ed to the US House of Representatives, representing Illinois' 8th
Congressional District, for the fifth consecutive term.Krishnamoorthi, born
in New Delhi, won the election against Republican candidate Mark
Rice.Krishnamoorthi played a crucial role in Democrat nominee Kamala
Harris's campaign in critical swing states where he asked the Indian
American community to come out and vote in big numbers. The Indian-
American advocated for the Harris-Walz duo and made efforts to boost the
South Asian voter turnout.Krishnamoorthi, whose parents are from Tamil
Nadu, was first elected to the House of Representatives in 2016. Raised in
Peoria, Illinois, Krishnamoorthi went to Princeton University to study
mechanical engineering and graduated from Harvard Law School. He
resides in Schaumburg, Illinois, with his wife, Priya, a physician, and their
three children.In February 2023, Krishnamoorthi was appointed as Ranking
Member of the House Select Committee on the Strategic Competition
Between the United States and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). He is
also a senior member of the House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence. The Indian-American is also the lead Democrat on the
Averting the National Threat of Internet Surveillance, Oppressive
Censorship and Influence, and Algorithmic Learning by the Chinese
Communist Party Act (ANTI-SOCIAL CCP Act), which protects
Americans by blocking and prohibiting all transactions from any social
media company in, or under the influence of, the People's Republic of
China (PRC) and several other foreign adversaries.In the 117th Congress,
he led bipartisan legislation that was signed into law, called the Gathering
and Reporting Assessments Yielding Zero Overlooked Nefarious Efforts
(GRAY ZONE) Act, which requires the Director of National Intelligence
(DNI) to produce a National Intelligence Estimate on different aspects of
gray zone activities - actions that fall between ordinary statecraft and open
warfare - that the PRC employs.Krishnamoorthi was also the lead Democrat
on the bipartisan Transparency for Malign Chinese Investments in Global
Port Infrastructure Act, which requires the DNI to study and report to
Congress information related to Chinese global investments in port infra-
structure.In August 2024, Krishnamoorthi had condemned the violence in
Bangladesh, including the attacks on Hindus, saying an interim government
that will be sworn in should end the unrest across the country and bring its
perpetrators to justice. "As Bangladesh prepares to swear in its interim gov-
ernment, I urge all government officials, the new administration and police
chief, and the people of Bangladesh to do all they can to end the violence
that has emerged across the country, including the brutal targeting of the
country's Hindu minority, their homes, businesses, and their temples,"
Krishnamoorthi had said in a statement.

g oo vitor would mean £ Bonetadesh and e

With former President Donald
Trump leading his Democratic rival
Kamala Harris in the latest rounds of vote
count in the high-stakes US Presidential
election, Trump's recent tweet condemning
alleged violence against religious minori-
ties in Bangladesh has sparked intense
reactions and widespread debate on the
impact of a second Donald Trump presi-
dency on US foreign policy for
Bangladesh.The growing body of interest
around Trump's broader approach to inter-
national relations in his second term and
the larger picture of expectations of him
being protectionist and isolationist, has
forced foreign policy experts to delve into
certain imminent policy decisions regard-
ing select countries.In a piece in The
Eurasian Times, author Salah Uddin
Shoaib Choudhury, argues that Trumps
on the alleged violence in
Bangladesh have added an unexpected
international angle to an already charged
campaign season.Going on to examine the
possible motivations behind Trump's
tweet, its implications for US-Bangladesh
relations, and the responses from both
Trump's supporters and detractors, the
author lays down that there is little reason
to view Trump's message as a mere "polit-
ical stunt." Rather, it seems more likely
that these issues would become priority
actions from his first day in office.Trying
to establish a link between the regime

remarks
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change in Dhaka and the role of groups in
America's power corridors, the author

adds: "During Muhammad Yunus'
September visit to the US, he received
recognition from the Clinton Global
Initiative, where former President Bill
Clinton publicly endorsed Yunus and the
'protestors' involved in the campaign
against Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
Yunus also met Alexander Soros, son of
George Soros."The author reasons that
these engagements strongly suggest that
regime change in Bangladesh is a blueprint
devised by the Clintons, Obama, and
Soros. Yunus did not engage with any
Republican leaders or candidates, includ-
ing Trump. This could deter Trump and his
allies from extending support to Yunus."If
Trump wins on November 5, he could like-
ly implement severe measures against
Bangladesh, potentially including broad
restrictions on the country or sanctions tar-
geting specific individuals. Conversely, if

A

By T VL JOLANILISY
| |
Kamala Harris wins, her administration
may not continue Biden's policy on
Bangladesh," submits the author.In another
piece in The Business Standard, author Ali
Riaz, distinguished professor, Illinois State
University, argues that there is also a per-
ception that a Trump victory will embold-
en the Awami League. "I think that if Mr
Trump wins, they might think that this is
their sort of opportunity for waging more
campaigns or trying to be present on the
political landscape. We must remember
that the perception of AL in Bangladesh
would not determine US policy. The US
policy would be determined by their inter-
ests," adds the academic."Perception is
something that is not necessarily always
tied to reality. Especially for the AL
activists, who are living in their makebe-
lieve world. The Hasina regime killed
more than 2,000 people, and more than
20,000 people have been injured. But not a
single word of remorse or repentance has
been heard from the party, or their support-
ers or from the people who have given
legitimacy to the autocratic regime, even
though they are still in Bangladesh," adds
Riaz.Bangladesh's political calculations
hinge on the belief that Trump may be
inclined to support Sheikh Hasina, the
ousted dictator who had fled to India. The
latest tweet from Trump on Bangladesh's

human rights situation raised the alarm
level higher.

Indian Gen Z men in US are itching desi Kamala, This s why

As Indian-American voters queue
up to vote in the crucial November 5 US
presidential election, one would have
expected them to support Kamala Harris,
who has Indian roots, overwhelmingly.But
this might not be the case. And if
Republican candidate Donald Trump wins
an election that is expected to see a photo
finish, he will have one segment of desi
voters to thank -- the young Indian-
American men.Though just 1.5% of the
voting population, Indian-Americans
punch way above their weight. It is also a
fast-growing, influential voting communi-
ty.Though the US presidentialelection has
turned out to be battle of the sexes, a
cohort of Indian-origin Americans, once
considered loyal Democrat voters, have
surprisingly turned pro-Trumpers.The sec-
ond-generation Americans now want to
prosper, and see Trump as a better enabler
than Harris. It is also true that affluence
brings in conservative traits.The Trump
campaign realised this and went all out to
reach out to the young Indian-American
men. Kamala Harris, on the other hand, is
seen as identifying more as a Black than
Brown.From appreciating Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to condemning the vio-
lence against Hindus in Bangladesh,
Trump has done it all. He has also dis-
cussed his Texas 'Howdy Modi' rally in a
podcast. It is to reach out to the desi com-
munity and tell them he has their
back.While PM Modi backed Trump in the
2020 election, he hasn't expressed any
strong support for Harris, whose mother
immigrated to the US from a village in
Tamil Nadu.The Trump-Modi affinity has
made many young Indian-Americans
believe that a Trump administration would
be good for the India-US relationship.
Apart from their country of residence,
Indian-origin people abroad also draw
their strength from a strong and stable
leadership in India."Modi (India), he's a
friend of mine and also the nicest human
being. Before him being appointed as the

Prime Minister, India was very unstable.
On the outside, he looks like he's your
father. He is the nicest and a total killer,"
said Trump in the podcast, Flagrant 2.The
campaign knew that this message was to
reach the young desi men in the US.That
many Indian-origin men have seen Trump
on their favourite podcasts by Theon Von,
Lex Friedman, Flagrant 2 and Joe Rogan
in the US elections 2024 is a bonus.This
was strategic and planned. The man
behind it i1s Trump's Gen Z son -- Barron
Trump.There is a reason why the Trump
campaign is targeting young men in the
desi community.Increasingly, younger
men in the US feel that the world is chang-
ing too rapidly, and they are uncertain
about their economic and social status. A
Trump campaign followed by a victory
would result in assurance of the status quo
for these men.But there is more to
it.Traditionally, Indian-Americans have
been Democrat voters.But younger men
from the communityare increasingly sup-
porting Republican Trump.Trump has
received the attention of young sections of
Indian-American men, Hispanic men and
even black men for this reason.This was
carried through a deliberate
campaign."These people we want to
mobilise, where there's really a high return
on investment for us, are not super-politi-
cal folks," a Trump campaign member told
Time Magazine. "It is data-driven," they
added.The Trump campaign is also trying

to win the numbers game. While
Indian-origin women support Harris,
more desi men are inclined to vote for
Trump.Indian Americans are only
1.5% of the US population, but they
increased in numbers by more than
50% between the 2010 and 2020 cen-
suses. Trump has found most support
in desi men.In people below the age
of 40, 60% of women of Indian-
American origin said that they would
vote for Harris, while men were divid-
ed in half-and-half over their vote for
Trump and Harris, according to the Indian
American Attitudes Survey.In all age
groups, only 22% of Indian-American
women said that they intend to vote for
Trump, over 39% of the men stated how
they would vote for Trump.The desi men's
support for Trump is also visible on
X."You're in a locality called mini-India
and most of us have come here legally. We
are working, we are hard-working people.
We are qualified, and we literally slog our
asses to come here. I know my own
process, it took me five years to complete
the documentation, prepare my cases, and
I am a triple degree holder. We can see
when things are good vs bad. There are
many problems which did not exist when
Trump was there. But we see them now,"
an Indian-origin man tells Nate Friedman,
a political commentary video maker on
X."I do not want the constitution. I will
vote for Trump," wrote an Indian-
American voter on X."Every man I spoke
to in New Jersey is voting for Trump,"
wrote another.This trend has several rea-
sons. WHY ECONOMY TRUMPS IMMI-
GRATION REFORMS FOR GEN Z
INDIAN MEN IN US?While older men
and women who were first-generation
immigrants had more to fear from Trump's
immigration policies, second-generation
Indian-Americans, especially young men,
aim to reaffirm their social and economic
status in a changing world.The median
family earnings of Indians in the US is

$123,700 and 79% of college graduates
have also crossed the US population in
college education and wealth, according to
a New York Times report.The desi com-
munity in the US is now looking for
avenues to prosper.According to the Indian
American Attitudes Survey, the top-three
concerns of desi voters are inflation, abor-
tion and jobs. Immigration comes fourth
on the list. More young men from the com-
munity feel the Trump administration is
better-equipped to handle inflation, jobs
and immigration.They also think that they
have more to gain from the economic poli-
cies and social stances of Trump.While
women lean towards Harris, several
Indian-origin men more likely felt that
Democrats are weak on immigration and
are "too influenced by the extreme left"
and are "too focused on identity poli-
tics".According to research and experts,
the promise of economic prosperity added
to better India-US relations, has made desi
men lean towards Trump.The Trump cam-
paign has also reached out to conservative
non-decided voters who are more likely to
vote for Trump.This is also because now
many young male voters think women
have it easier.A survey from the Survey
Centre on American Life stated that 19%
of men say that women have it easier than
men in the US. Men aged 18-29 are twice
as likely to believe this.As for Indian-ori-
gin, men want to preserve conservative
values and do not wish for a victory of the
leftist forces, according to the Attitudes
survey.Finally, the US elections have
become progressive vs conservative val-
ues and Indian-origin men want to pre-
serve conservative values. They also
believe that the Trump administration
might lead to better economic opportuni-
ties for their community.The perceived
drifting away of Kamala Harris from the
Indian community and the belief that a
Trump administration would better-serve
their interests is what is making Gen Z
Indian male voters ditch desi Kamala.
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In a landmark judgement delivered
by a nine-judge bench of the Supreme
Court of India, headed by Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud declared that not every
property owned by an individual qualifies
as a "community resource" under Article
39(b) of the Constitution.The Constitution
Bench headed by the CJI gave a majority
verdict that the state government cannot
acquire all private property, it can only
acquire some properties. With this deci-
sion, the 9-judge bench has overturned the
historic decision of the Supreme Court of
1978.The Supreme Court has given this
judgment in a case related to the scope of
Article 39 (B) of the Constitution. This
article deals with the power of the state
over the acquisition and redistribution of
private properties and property for ‘public
good’.The judgement issued on Tuesday
was aimed at clarifying the extent to which
private property can be considered a com-
munity resource, thereby striking a bal-
ance between individual property rights
and community welfare.
46-year-old decision struck down
In this landmark judgement, the Supreme
Court’s nine-judge bench struck down a
five-decade-old judgment inspired by
Indira Gandhi’s nationalisation pro-
gramme. The old judgment, which allowed
redistribution of private assets under a

Two women diagnosed with 'petticoat
cancer'from wearing a sares All a

Wearing a tightly tied waist
cord on an underskirt, a common
practice in traditional saree dress-
ing, may lead to skin cancer, warn
doctors in a recent report pub-
lished in BMJ Case Reports.The
condition, colloquially referred to
as "petticoat cancer," highlights a
risk many women, especially in
rural India, may face due to the [}
friction and pressure exerted by |
these garments over long peri-
ods.The report describes two
cases of older women who devel-
oped Marjolin ulcers, a rare but aggres-
sive type of skin cancer, attributed to
the prolonged, tight binding of saree
waist cords.The chronic pressure and
friction cause repeated skin inflamma-
tion, which over time may lead to
ulceration and, in severe cases, pro-
gression to skin cancer.Previously
termed "saree cancer,"experts now
identify the tightly bound waist cord as
the primary culprit.In the first case, a
70-year-old woman presented with a
persistent ulcer on her right side,
accompanied by pigmentation loss.
Despite wearing a petticoat underneath,
the tight waist cord caused sustained
skin damage, leading to a Marjolin
ulcer, diagnosed as squamous cell car-
cinoma.ln the second case, a woman in
her late 60s who wore a lugda, a tradi-
tional saree style tied directly at the
waist without an underskirt, developed
a similar ulcer that ultimately spread to
her lymph nodes. Previously termed
"saree cancer," experts now identify the
tightly bound waist cord as the primary
culprit. (Photo: Vani Gupta/India
Today)Marjolin ulcers, also known as
squamous cell carcinoma (ulcerating
skin cancer), often arise in long-stand-
ing,non-healing wounds or areas of
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socialist ideology, now becomes irrelevant
with the latest judgement. The court
observed that the judgment contained
quotes from thinkers like Karl Marx, and
was based on a particular socio-economic
viewpoint that has been rejected by
democracy over time.It may be noted that
in 1977, a seven-judge bench had ruled by
a 4:3 majority that not all privately owned
property falls within the ambit of the mate-
rial resources of the community. However,
in a minority opinion, Justice Krishna Iyer
held that both public and private resources
fall within the ambit of the "material
resources of the community" under Article
39(b). In his separate judgment, Justice
Nagarathna disagreed with the Chief
Justice on his observations on Justice
Iyer's judgment.Article 39B of the
Constitution says that the ownership and
control of the material resources of the
community should be distributed in such a
way that the common good is fulfilled and
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Modi on Wednesday congratu-
lated "friend" Donald Trump on

Presidential election and said
that he looks forward to renew-
ing collaboration to further |
strengthen India-US ties.The
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rlng & Rahul's

common people can benefit.

What was Centre’s take?

During the hearing in the case the Union
Government and the Maharashtra
Government had specifically referred to a
mindless and wholesale national redistrib-
ution of material resources of private citi-
zens to be juvenile. They had also specifi-
cally relied upon the high ideals enumerat-
ed by the founding father of the
Constitution, BR Ambedkar who believed
that there must be economic democracy
and the people must be free to choose
things through their representatives.The
Union Government and the Maharashtra
Government had highlighted the differ-
ence between a welfare state as opposed to
the Robinhood-style economics champi-
oned by Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.
The court appreciated this distinction and
maintained the welfare state idea while
ensuring that the progressive and efficient
state interventions for socio-economic
upliftment are not hindered. Interestingly,
the Government of West Bengal also sup-
ported the arguments of the Union of India
and Maharashtra.

Rahul Gandhi’s take on the issue

The said judgment is important as
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has been
championing a juvenile idea of a lock,
stock and barrel national wealth redistribu-

Prime Minister Narendra

historic victory in the US

me Minister mentioned the "successes" of
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tion based on the ante dated philosophy
completely ignorant of any economic prin-
ciple.
It may be noted that while addressing an
election rally in Telangana, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi referred to the party’s
slogan ‘Jitni Aabadi Utna Haq’ and said
that if the Congress comes to power, it will
conduct a financial and institutional survey
to find out who controls most of the coun-
try’s wealth. Rahul Gandhi said that for
this, apart from a nationwide caste census,
a wealth survey (survey of property distri-
bution) will be conducted, this is our
promise.
What Supreme Court said
In essence, the Court has held that while
Article 39[b] envisages the distribution of
material resources of the community for
the common good it would be hazardous to
assume that such provisions allow com-
muting the entire national wealth by
totalling the wealth of every citizen and
distributing it equally amongst a particular
section. The Union Government and the
Mabharashtra Government had highlighted
that such an idea reflects a lack of under-
standing of economic development gover-
nance, social welfare and national interest.
The Court has accepted the approach put

forth by the Union Government and the
Maharashtra Government.
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my friend @realDonal
dTru mp on your historic
election victory. As you
build on the successes of
your previous term, I look
forward to renewing our
collaboration to further
strengthen the India-US
Global and Strategic

chronic irritation. The exact mecha-
nism by which they become cancerous
is unclear, but inflammation for a long
time and pressure are known to
increase the risk of malignant transfor-
mation."Constant waist pressure leads
to skin thinning, erosion, and eventual-
ly ulceration, creating a non-healing
wound that may undergo malignant
change," the report explains.To reduce
this risk, doctors, including those from
Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College,
Uttar Pradesh, advise women to wear
looser petticoats or avoid tight waist
cords,especially if they notice skin
changes. Allowing the skin to breathe
and heal can prevent complicati
ons.Reflecting on her diagnosis, the 70-
year-old patient shared her story: "I
wore a tightly wrapped saree for
decades, unaware it could harm my
health. A minor skin change turned into
a painful, non-healing ulcer, eventually
diagnosed as skin cancer.""This experi-
ence has been physically and emotion-
ally taxing. I hope my story encourages
others to seek early medical advice if
they notice unusual skin changes," she
added.Her story underscores the impor-
tance of awareness around traditional
clothing practices and the potential
health impacts of chronic skin pressure.

Trump's previous term from 2016 to 2020
and called for working for the betterment of
people and the promotion of global peace in
the years to come."Heartiest congratulations

Trump wing (S
S0

Donald Trump 1is set to ‘-,.-
become the next President of the |

United States as he defeated
Democrat Kamala Harris in a close
contest. With this win, Trump has
become the second US President to
win a non-consecutive White House
election. The first US President to do
so was Grover Cleveland, who won
his first presidency in 1885 and held
the office till 1889. After a gap of 4
years, he again won the election to
the White House in 1893 and served
till 1897. In 1984, Cleveland was
campaigning for presidential elections when
he was accused by a Buffalo garment indus-
try supervisor named Maria Halpin of father-
ing her child. She also claimed that
Cleveland used his political influence to have
Halpin placed in a psychiatric ward while the
child was adopted by another family.He nar-
rowly defeated his Republican rival, James
Blaine. He also became the first Democrat
elected after the Civil War, which ended in
1865. Later in 1888, he contested against
Republican candidate Benjamin Harrison,
grandson of former President William Henry
Harrison, but lost.According to reports, his
reelection bid was poorly run as he didn't

resident
0 win non-consecutive term: Who was the frst!

Partnership. Together, let's work for the bet-
terment of our people and to promote global
peace, stability and prosperity," PM Modi
posted on X.

Al election, becomes

even have an election manager. He won the
popular vote but lost the Electoral College.

Others who made unsuccessful attempt
Later in 1893, he again contested the election
and won. Cleveland was the only one to win
a non-consecutive term but was not the only
one to make such an attempt. Apart from
Cleveland, Martin Van Buren also tried to
win a second non-consecutive term. He
served as US President from 1837 to 1841.
He tried to run in 1848.Apart from him,
Millard Fillmore also ran for a second non-
consecutive term in 1856 after serving from
1850 to 1853. Theodore Roosevelt, who left
the White House in 1909, ran unsuccessfully
for a third term in 1912.
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