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Manipur Violence: Churches and Homes of Tribals Burnt
in Jiribam by Rival Community Attackers, Says ITLF

Imphal, November
17: The Indigenous Tribal
Leaders' Forum (ITLF), a
key Kuki-Zo tribal body on
Sunday night said that at
least five churches, one
school, a petrol pump and 14
homes of the tribals in
Jiribam were burnt by rival
c o m m u n i t y
attackers.Condemning the
burning down of the church-
es, a school, a petrol pump
and houses on Saturday
night, the ITLF alleged that
the security forces stationed
in Jiribam town failed to protect the
buildings despite a Supreme Court order
to protect structures abandoned due to
the ongoing conflict in Manipur.Raising
the question of why are churches repeat-
edly being targeted, the tribal body
claimed that more than 360 churches
have been destroyed since the ethnic
conflict started in Manipur as if this is
some kind of religious war. The latest
round of violence started with the
unprovoked attack by "militants" at
Zairawn village in Jiribam, in which a
combined force of radical groups
burned the village and brutally mur-
dered a 31-year-old woman, the ITLF
alleged in a statement. .It said: "It is baf-

fling that CRPF personnel stationed
near the village who patrol the area
daily refused to come to the aid of vil-
lagers and stayed in their camp during
the entire duration of the attack without
firing a single shot to repel the attack-
ers." According to the organisation, the
radical outfit also killed Haojoel
Doungel, 27, a native of Pangmol vil-
lage in Tamenglong district in Jirighat
in Assam's Cachar district Saturday
night.The body of Haojoel has been
recovered on Sunday in Jiribam with his
hands tied and the telltale signs of tor-
ture, they said. The ITLF urged the
Assam government to be more vigilant
so that violence does not spill over into

the state. The tribal body alleged
that with the Meitei-centric state
government fully supporting rad-
ical outfits militants and the
attacks on minority Kuki-Zo
civilians and urged the central
government to "clamp down on
these groups who are armed with
weapons looted from state
armouries and are continuously
looking for opportunities to
attack tribal settlements and keep
the pot boiling".The ITLF state-
ment said that until the armed
radical groups are reined in, vio-
lence in the state will not stop.

"Kuki-Zo volunteers have no choice but
to arm themselves to protect their land
and their families. It is high time that the
central leadership clamp down on radi-
cal groups. Once the attacks on the trib-
al people stop, violence will dissipate,"
the statement said. It said that this must
be followed by a long-term political
solution. ."It should be noted that every
round of violence in the past year start-
ed with rival communities attacking and
killing tribals. If the present situation is
allowed to go unchecked, the minority
Kuki-Zo tribes, who have faced the
brunt of the suffering, would have no
choice but to retaliate in a more forceful
manner," the ITLF said.

Yogi again raises 'batenge toh katenge' slogan, this time
focus on stone pelting at Vishalgad fort in Kolhapur

Taking dig at the Congress party
which is part of the Maha Vikas Aghadi,
Yogi said the Congress has only been
involved in promoting the interests of one
family and never though about the interest
of the country.Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath again raised the slogan
'batenge toh katenge' slogan, while
addressing two rallies in Kolhapur and
Pune on Sunday and urged voters to defeat
the Opposition if they want to keep the
country united.Yogi had earlier raised the
slogan during his rallies in other parts of
Maharashtra, which not only drew flak
from the Opposition but also did not go
down well with Deputy Chief Minister and
NCP leader Ajit Pawar.''In Kolhapur,
Vishalgad is in the grip of illegal encroach-
ments...When I asked why are these
encroachments persisting, I was told that
whenever attempts are made to remove the
encroachments, stone pelting takes place. I
was surpised...Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj's Vishalgad is in the grip of
encroachments and the attempts to remove
the encroachments are met with stone-pelt-
ing,'' Yogi said while addressing a rally for
BJP candidate Mahesh Landge in Bhosari
assembly seat in Pimpri-Chinchwad indus-
trial area on Sunday evening."I want to ask
why are the encroachments taking place at
Vishalgad? This is because ...hum batein
thhe.. (we were divided). Why did we suf-

fer humilation in Ayodhya, Kashi and
Mathura ? Because we were divided..why
were lakhs of Hindus chopped down ?
Because we were divided,'' he
said.Appealing voters to remain united, the
UP Chief Minister said,''We can't tolerate
those who throw stones on Ganpati shobha
yatra or Ram Navmi shobha yatra... This
attack on 'sanatan' is the attack on
India...Attack on 'sanatan'' is an invitation
for maha vinash (destruction)..And that is
why I have come to tell you batein the toh
kate the...Ab batenge nahi, tu katenge
nahi...Ek rahenge toh safe rahenge.. (divid-
ed we fall...we'll stay safe only if we stay
united).Earlier in the morning, Yogi also
addressed a rally in Kolhapur where he
spoke about the encroachments on
Vishalgad. ''When the Mahayuti govern-
ment returns to power, we will launch a
probe into it (the stone-pelting incident),''
he said. In July this year, when the local
administration tried to remove encroach-
ments from Vishalgad fort in Kolhapur dis-
trict, violence broke out as places of wor-
ship and homes of locals were targeted by
the mob.Describing the Maha Vikas
Aghadi alliance as ''Maha-Anadi,'' alliance,
Yogi said, ''There are two alliances. One
alliance of Mahayuti working under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Maharashtra.
The PM has in last 10 years created a new
''Bharat' with focus on Sab Ka Saath, Sab
Ka Vikas. Progress of all, security to all but
appeasement of none. On one hand, yo
have an alliance that is trying to unite India
and on the other side, there is the 'Maha
Anadi' alliance which neither has niti (pol-
icy), niyat (intention) nor decision-making
ability. Their slogan is also Sab Ka Saath
...Lekin Parivar Ka Vikas.''Taking dig at the
Congress party which is part of the Maha

Vikas Aghadi, Yogi said the Congress has
only been involved in promoting the inter-
ests of one family and never though about
the interest of the country.''After 1947, had
the Congress been dissolved, India would
never been divided. Lakhs of innocent
Hindus would not have been killed. If India
was united, those who say ''Muslim prob-
lem'' would not have been there...the prob-
lem has persisted since then... if the prob-
lem had persisted in India, we would have
tackled it like we are tacking it now. The
Congress was greedy for power, crossed all
limits of appeasement...After partition, the
Congress divided the country in the name
of caste, reglion and region,'' he said.Yogi
heaped praises on Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj for showing the way for 'Swaraj'.
''Peshwa Bajirao showed the way how the
country should live unitedly...This is the
sacred land of Balgangadhar Tilak.
Mahatma Phule gave the message of equal-
ity. Savitribai Phule gave the message of
women's education and empowerment.
Veer Savarkar made 1857 revolution
immortal through history books. Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar, who gave the mes-
sage of equality, also belongs to this sacred
land. I am alerting you how the Congress is
trying to divide the sacred land.''"In 2017
when I became the Chief Minister, I went
to Agra district to see a museum set up
there. Officials there told me that the pre-
vios government had named the museum
after Mughuls. I asked them what the
Mughuls have got to do with India? They
said the museum will highlight the life and
times of Aurangzeb and his family. I told
them no...the museum will glorify the life
and times of Chhatrapati Shivaji...Now the
museum is being set up and named as
Chhatrapati Shivaji Museum.''

Maharashtra Assembly Elections 2024: Priyanka vs Kangana
Road Shows In Nagpur Gets Polarisation At Its Peak

Nagpur: With only 24 hours left for the
end of public campaign for the state assembly
elections, the super Sunday saw both the BJP-led
Mahayuti and the Congress-led Maha Vikas
Aghadi making the last hurrah to woo the voters
in Vidarbha, especially its gateway Nagpur.Both
the rival combinations are focussing on Vidarbha
from where they are contesting maximum
seats.The Congress move to hold a Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra roadshow around Badkas Chowk
in the Mahal where the RSS is headquartered,
saw very tense moments as the BJP workers
waiving party flags came in direct confrontation
with Congress workers waiving tricolour flag.
The Priyanka show in the city was a big draw as
compared to the BJP MP Kangana Ranaut's who
drew modest crowds. Pryanka Gandhi Vadra at
roadshow that drew huge crowds in Musilm
areas and RSS citadel on Super SundayBoth the
roadshows were clearly moves by the two com-
binations to further consolidate the process of
polarisation of voters-on the caste lines by the
MVA and on grounds of religion by the BJP. The
Congress chose to put on display a waving, smil-
ing Priyanka first in West Nagpur constituency's
Muslim dominated areas. Starting from Awasthi
Nagar the Congress juggernaut moved through
Zafar Nagar to Ahbab Colony. She then moved
on to Badkas Chowk, citadel of the RSS.Earlier
in the day, Priyanka first reached Wadsa in
Gadchiroli district to campaign for the party can-
didates. The tribal district in last two years has
witnessed great strides in mining sector and steel
manufacturing for the first time despite stiff
opposition from the Naxalite movement active in
the district.Addressing a large poll rally,
Priyanka said the Congress and her great grand-
father Jawaharlal Nehru brought development
setting up large public sector factories across the
nation in without bias towards any one state. "
Sadly, the Modi government at the Centre is
diverting from Maharashtra big investments like
microchip plant . Investment worth Ra 10 lakh
crore which could have provided 8 lakh jobs to
Maharashtra's youth has been deprived to the
state, " she claimed.Maharashtra Assembly
Elections 2024: Christian Group In Belapur,
Navi Mumbai, Declares Support For MVA
Candidate Sandeep NaikPriyanka arrived for
Nagpur about an hour behind schedule, yet was
greeted by large and enthusiastic crowds that a
Gandhi family member always draws here. Her
mother was here back in 2004. Now the daughter
has stolen the show in a maiden act here. The
Kangna Ranaut show was a much low- key
affair.On the other hand, a decked-up Kangana
used her film star glamour quotient to woo the
voters in Nagpur Central areas in the morning
and then moved on to West Nagpur in the after-
noon where she travelled between Law College
square and Bajaj Nagar inhabited by a cosmopol-
itan mix. But it was peaceful. Kangna Ranaut's
road show, not a big draw but message
conveyedThe polarisation process that started
with Narendra Modi's call for 'Ek hai to safe hai'
call and UP CM Yogi Adityanath's slogan of
'Batenge to katenge' was also completed with the
BJP- RSS coming into action aggressively
invoking "dharma yudha' and 'dharma-hit' to
neutralise the MVA narratives. The call for 'vote
jihad' by Islamic scholar Maulana Khalilur
Rehman Sajjad Nomani and fatwas to vote for
the MVA and boycott those who failed to do so,
could prove counter- productive for the MVA as
it made no effort to distance from it.On the other,
a clear RSS hand was visible when the small (6
cm by 9 cm) voter slip dropped at voters
doorsteps gave a loud and clear message to vote
100 % in "Rashtra-hit and Dharma-hit" (to pro-
tect nation and the religion).
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Who knew that would be her last call
November 11th seemed

like a normal day, but it turned
out to be a life-changing one.
My wife and our only daughter
had gone to her family home
to spend time with her rela-
tives.Meanwhile, in Jakuadh
ara, a group of ruthless crimi-
nals attacked, setting homes
on fire and celebrating their
cruelty. Two people died from
burns in the incident. The
attackers then abducted my
wife, mother-in-law, sister-in-
law, and her children.Around
12 PM, my wife called me, but
I was busy at work. I answered
the phone but didn't have the chance to
talk much. I told her, "I'm busy with
work, I'll call you back," and ended the
call. Little did I know that would be the
last call I would ever have with her.
When I tried calling her back at 4 PM,
her phone was switched off. I tried

again and again, but it never turned on,
and I realized it would never turn on
again.My brother-in-law was in the
same situation as me. He lost his moth-
er and two sisters in that attack. It was
especially hard for him because that
morning, his mother had called him

asking for some money. He had
sent her 25,000 rupees to sup-
port the family, hoping it would
help make things better in their
village. But before evening, we
received the horrifying news
that everything had
changed.Both my brother-in-
law, who lives in Mumbai, and
I, working in Meghalaya,
rushed towards Jiribam. But we
couldn't enter the neighbor-
hood. We were advised to take
shelter in the camp nearby,
where other residents were also
staying. We all stayed together,
but I was waiting, hoping for

the moment when I would be called to
identify the bodies.We went to the
Silchar Medical College morgue twice,
but I'm still waiting for the call to see if
any other bodies have been recovered.
If so, I will have to go and identify if it's
my sister-in-law, Haithambi.

India's hypersonic missile test stuns the world, set to give
sleepless nights to Pakistan, China, it is designed by...

New Delhi: According to PIB
New Delhi, the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO)
successfully conducted a flight test of
India's first long-range hypersonic mis-
sile on November 16, 2024, from Dr.
APJ Abdul Kalam Island, off the coast
of Odisha.This missile is designed to
carry different types of payloads and
can cover distances of over 1,500 kilo-
meters for the Armed Forces.The mis-
sile was monitored by several tracking
systems across different areas. Data
from ships stationed downrange con-
firmed that the missile successfully car-
ried out its final maneuvers and hit the
target with great accuracy.The missile
was developed in India by the labs of
the Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Missile
Complex in Hyderabad, in collabora-
tion with other DRDO labs and indus-
try partners. Senior DRDO scientists
and Armed Forces officers were present
during the flight test.In a post on X,
Defense Minister Rajnath Singh called

the missile test a historic
achievement that places India
among the few nations with
such advanced military technol-
ogy. He congratulated DR DO,
the Armed Forces, and industry
partners for the successful
test.Dr. Samir V Kamat,
Secretary of the Department of
Defence R&D and Chairman of
DRDO, praised the DRDO team
for their active role in making
the mission a success.

What are hypersonic weapons?
Hypersonic missiles are weapons that
can travel at speeds five times faster
than the speed of sound. This means
they can reach speeds between 6,100
km/h (Mach 5) and 24,140 km/h (Mach
20). Because of these high speeds, they
are extremely hard to detect and stop,
making them very advanced and pow-
erful weapons.
What are the different kinds of hyper-
sonic weapons?
There are two main types of hyperson-
ic weapons: Hypersonic Glide Vehicles
(HGV) and Hypersonic Cruise Missiles
(HCM).Hypersonic glide vehicles are
launched using a rocket. After separat-
ing from the rocket, the glide vehicle
travels at speeds of Mach 5 or more
towards its target.Hypersonic cruise
missiles use scramjet engines.
Scramjets are air-breathing engines
designed for speeds above Mach 5
(over 6,100 km/h or 3,800 mph). They

compress incoming air and combust
fuel at supersonic speeds (faster than
the speed of sound, or Mach 1), allow-
ing for high-speed, long-range flight.
These missiles are fast, maneuverable,
and difficult to intercept.

What is their significance?
The ability to launch highly maneuver-
able weapons at hypersonic speeds pro-
vides a significant advantage to any
country, as these weapons can dodge
almost all defense systems in use
today."If you can't see the threat, you
can't defend against it," said General
John Hyten, former vice chairman of
the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, during a
speech in Washington in January 2020,
according to VOA News.In 2018,
General Hyten, then commander of
U.S. Strategic Command, said, "We
don't have any defense systems that can
stop these weapons from being used
against us. Our only defense is our abil-
ity to deter them."U.S. officials have
said that although some ground-based
radars can detect hypersonic weapons,
there aren't enough to provide sufficient
warning of an attack. Leaders, includ-
ing retired General Hyten, have sup-
ported building a space-based radar
system to improve detection.
How are hypersonic weapons differ-

ent from ballistic missiles?
Ballistic missiles can also reach hyper-
sonic speeds of Mach 5 or more, but
they follow a fixed path and have limit-
ed ability to change direction.

Liquor Shops To Remain Closed On These Dates Due To Maharashtra Polls
Dry Days In Mumbai: Liquor stores

will remain closed across Mumbai and other
cities for four days to ensure a smooth con-
duct of the Maharashtra Assembly election on
November 20. The sale of liquor will be
banned in the city after 6 pm on Monday.The
shops will also be closed on November 19, 20
and 23.Dry days refer to the specific days of
the year when the sale of alcohol remains
completely prohibited in a given region. Such
decisions are usually taken during several
important national, religious or cultural
events. Mumbai and other cities in
Maharashtra like Thane and Pune witnessed a

dry day on November 12 on the occasion of
Kartik Ekadashi.The Brihanmumbai Munic
ipal Corporation (BMC) has declared a holi-
day on November 20 for all the employees
working with businesses and offices falling
under the BMC limits to allow people to cast
their votes.The district election officer and
Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Commissioner Bhushan Gagrani
warned that any violations of the directive
will result in action under the Election
Commission's guidelines.Aiming to enable all
eligible voters in Mumbai Suburban and
Mumbai City districts to exercise their voting

rights, Gagrani has implemented various ini-
tiatives to boost the voter turno ut."Employers
must grant leave to their employees for voting
on November 20 in their constituencies and
the rule applies to all industrial sectors, corpo-
rations, companies and other establishments,
ensuring that no wage deductions occur due to
this leave," the statement read.

Maharashtra Has 9,70,25,119 Voters
As per the electoral rolls updated on October
30, the state has 9,70,25,119 voters, including
5,00,22,739 men and 4,49,96,279 women.
Maharashtra has 6,101 transgender voters,
6.41 lakh divyang (persons with disabilities)

and 1.16 lakh service electors, said
Maharashtra's Chief Electoral Officer (CEO)
S Chockalingam
.The Election Commission will set up 1,181
polling stations in high-rises and residential
complexes in Mumbai, Thane and Pune to
boost the voter turnout, he said. As many as
210 polling stations will be set up in slums.
For 1,00,186 polling stations, there are
2,21,600 ballot units, 1,21,886 control units
and 1,32,094 VVPATs, the CEO said. There
are 142 general observers, 41 police observers
and 71 expenditure supervisors.

Israeli Airstrikes Target Gaza, Beirut: 50 Killed
In Beit Lahiya, Hezbollah Spokesman Dead

At least 50 people have been killed fol-
lowing an Israeli strike on a multistorey resi-
dential building in Beit Lahiya, northern Gaza,
according to local medics and officials.The
attack, which occurred on Sunday morning,
targeted a building that housed six families.
The government media office in Gaza, con-
trolled by Hamas, reported that at least 50 peo-
ple were killed in the strike.Following the
early Sunday strike on the five-storey residen-
tial building in Beit Lahiya, 26 bodies, includ-
ing those of children and women, were pulled
from the rubble, according to civil defence
spokesman Mahmud Bassal.Israeli officials
have previously accused Gaza authorities of
consistently exaggerating casualty reports
from strikes in the territory.Gaza's
Government Media Office reported that Israeli
forces struck a multistorey residential building
in Beit Lahiya, which housed six displaced
Palestinian families. Palestinian Civil Defence
spokesman Mahmoud Basal stated that emer-
gency workers couldn't reach the site due to
the ongoing Israeli siege of northern Gaza,
which has lasted over 40 days. With many
people trapped under the rubble, the death toll
is expected to rise.Israeli forces previously
bombed the Abu Nasr family residence last
month, killing at least 93 people.Israeli
Airstrike In Central Beirut Kills Hezbollah
Spokesman
A rare Israeli airstrike on central Beirut killed
Hezbollah's chief spokesman Mohamed Afif
on Sunday, according to an official with the
militant group. Earlier, Israeli strikes killed at
least 12 people in Gaza, where Israel has been
at war with Hamas for over a year.The strike
on Beirut is part of a series of targeted killings
of senior Hezbollah officials. Israel also
bombed several buildings in Beirut's southern
suburbs, a Hezbollah stronghold, after warn-
ing residents to evacuate.
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