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Maharashtra Assembly Election
Results 2024: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah today (November 23) spoke
to Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and Deputy Chief Ministers Ajit
Pawar and Devendra Fadnavis to con-
gratulate them as the BJP-led Mahayuti
alliance is on course to retain power in
Maharashtra. The opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi appeared stumbling, with
its candidates leading in just 50 seats, a
far cry from the boasts — till this morning
— by many of its leaders that the combine
will trounce the Mahayuti.In the first and
the only result declared so far by the
Election Commission, BJP’s Kalidas
Kolambkar from Wadala defeated Shiv
Sena (UBT)’s Shraddha Jadhav
by24,973 after 16 rounds to become a
legislator for the ninth time in a row.As
per ECI figures, in the Mahayuti, BJP
candidates were leading in 123 seats and
won the Wadala seat in Mumbai, Shiv
Sena in 55 and NCP in 38 seats. In the
MVA, Nationalist
(Sharadchandra Pawar) candidates were
leading in 13 seats, and Congress and
Shiv.  Sena  (Uddhav  Balasaheb
Thackeray) in 19 seats each.Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and his
deputies Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit

Congress Party

Pawar were leading in their respective
assembly constituencies. The counting of
votes in the Maharashtra assembly elec-
tions began at 8 am Saturday, with all
eyes on the outcome of the battle
between the ruling BJP-led Mahayuti
coalition and the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) alliance.The final turnout in the
polls, held on November 20, was 66.05
per cent, up from 61.1 per cent in 2019.
In the Mahayuti, the BJP contested 149
seats, Shiv Sena 81, and the Ajit Pawar-
led NCP fielded candidates in 59 con-
stituencies.In the MVA combine, the
Congress fielded 101 candidates, Shiv
Sena (UBT) 95, and NCP (SP) put up 86
candidates. Following is the party posi-
tion in the outgoing assembly: BJP 105,
Shiv Sena 41, NCP 40, Congress 45,
Shiv Sena (UBT) 15, NCP (SP) 12, BVA
3, Samajwadi Party 2, AIMIM 2, Prahar
Janshakti Party 2, MNS 1, CPM 1, PWP
1, Swabhimani Paksh 1, Rashtriya Samaj
Paksh 1, Jan Surajya Shakti 1, Krantikari

Shetkari Paksh 1 and Independents 13.
- in 0N
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Adani bribe-linked company in IPR tangle in US,
could impact $10 bn American investment plan

Adani bribery charg g,
eslf Adani Green Energy is :
found to have violated Section % '
337, the USITC may issue an [
exclusion order to block the
importation of infringing
goods into the US. Adani
Green Energy, which is at the
centre of alleged bribery
charges involving funds raised from
American investors, is also facing accusa-
tions of intellectual property rights (IPR)
violations related to the sale of solar cells,
modules, and panels in the US, according to
a notice issued by the US International
Trade Commission (USITC) on October 1.
The USITC investigates unfair trade prac-
tices.The Commission had received a com-
plaint against two Adani firms: Adani Solar
USA Inc., based in Irving, Texas, and India-
based Adani Green Energy Ltd., among
others, for allegedly violating Section 337
of the US Tariff Act of 1930. This section
enables the US to investigate whether
imported goods infringe US intellectual
property rights and, if so, to prohibit their
entry into the country.The order comes at a
time when India’s exports of solar products
to the US are on the rise. This trend coincid-
ed with tariffs imposed by the Trump
administration in 2018 on Chinese-made
solar cells and panels, which created export
opportunities for competitors, including
India.Official US trade data shows that
prior to 2018, the US did not import solar
panels from India. However, following the
tariffs on Chinese solar products, American
imports from India soared, reaching $2.3
billion last year. According to Reuters, in
the second quarter of 2024, India accounted
for 11 per cent of US panel imports, more
than double its share in the previous quar-
ter.This is not the first time Indian solar
panels have faced scrutiny in the US.
Earlier this year, in August, Indian solar
products were blocked. A trade attorney
with Wiley Rein LLP told Reuters that the
detention of Indian products was due to
solar cells for Indian panels exported to the
US being sourced from China. The US has

expanded the scope of its
scrutiny of solar items enter-
ing the country.Festive
offerIf Adani Green Energy is
found to have violated
Section 337, the USITC may
issue an exclusion order to
block the importation of
infringing goods into the US.
While a limited exclusion order would
apply to products named in the case, a gen-
eral exclusion order could block all infring-
ing products. Notably, the Commission has
the authority to refer the matter to the US
Department of Justice (DOJ) for criminal
investigation if fraud or other illegal activi-
ties are suspected.The USITC order stated
that the complaint was filed by the China-
based photovoltaics company Trina Solar
Co., Ltd., and Trina Solar US
Manufacturing Module 1, LLC. “The mat-
ter is sub judice and is part of broader
efforts in the US to scrutinise Adani busi-
nesses. However, as far as Section 337 of
the US Tariff Act of 1930 is concerned, the
US is trying to block solar product imports.
Previously, Chinese exports were under
scrutiny, and they were blocked. All of this
is part of the US effort to promote domestic
manufacturing,” said a person familiar with
the development.As part of a major push
towards clean energy production in the US,
the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) was
passed in August 2022. This Act directs
nearly $400 billion in federal funding
towards clean energy, aiming to significant-
ly lower carbon emissions by 2030 and
boost American competitiveness in the sec-
tor.The latest case could impact Adani
Green Energy’s aim to expand its US oper-
ations as part of the group’s $10 billion
investment in American energy and infra-
structure projects. The company is also cen-
tral to efforts by India and the US to de-risk
the renewable energy supply chain and
reduce reliance on Chinese components and
technology. In a social media post on 13
November, Gautam Adani, Chairman and
Founder of the Adani Group had said: “As
the partnership between India and the

United States deepens, the Adani Group is
committed to leveraging its global expertise
and investing $10 billion in US energy
security and resilient infrastructure proj-
ects, aiming to create up to 15,000
jobs.”*“The complaint alleges violations of
Section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930 in the
importation into the United States, the sale
for importation, and the sale within the
United States after importation of certain
TopCon solar cells, modules, panels, com-
ponents thereof, and products containing
the same. The complaint names the follow-
ing as respondents: Runergy USA Inc. of
Pleasanton, CA; Runergy Alabama Inc. of
Huntsville, AL; Jiangsu Runergy New
Energy Technology Co., Ltd. of China;
Adani Solar USA Inc. of Irving, TX; and
Adani Green Energy Ltd. of India,” the
order stated.On November 21, Adani Green
Energy announced that it had decided to
pause its proposed $600 million dollar-
denominated bond issuance in light of
recent bribery charges filed by US federal
prosecutors against key Adani Group exec-
utives, including Gautam Adani. This fol-
lowed criminal and civil cases brought by
the US Department of Justice (DOJ) and the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) respectively against Gautam Adani,
Sagar Adani, and Vneet S Jaain for their
alleged roles in a $250 million bribery
scheme to secure solar energy contracts in
India.US laws, particularly the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA), prohibit cer-
tain individuals and entities from making
payments to foreign government officials to
obtain or retain business. Essentially, it is
unlawful to offer, promise, or pay bribes to
government officials in other countries.A
query emailed to the Adani Group remained
unanswered at the time of publication.In a
statement, Adani Green Energy describes
itself as India’s largest and one of the
world’s leading renewable energy (RE)
companies, with an operational portfolio
exceeding 10,000 megawatts (MW).
AGEL’s operational portfolio comprises
7,393 MW of solar, 1,401 MW of wind, and
2,140 MW of wind-solar hybrid capacity.

White House Addresses Adani Bribery Case

In an unfolding situation that
has caught the eyes of both the United
States and India, allegations have
been made against Gautam Adani, a
well-known industrialist and billion-
aire, involving a bribery scheme
linked to solar power supply contracts
in India. The accusations, which have

resulted in a legal case filed in the

United States, involve Adani and
seven others allegedly engaging in
corrupt practices to secure contracts
valued at Rs 2,029 crore. These con-
tracts were aimed at the supply of
solar power, with the added contention
that false information was disseminated
in the U.S. to raise funds for these con-
tracts.During her daily media briefing,
White House Press Secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre addressed the controversy
surrounding the Adani Group. She stat-
ed, "We are aware of the charges against
Adani. The Securities and Exchange
Commission and the Department of
Justice can provide accurate information
on these allegations. India-US relations
are as strong as ever. We are providing
mutual cooperation on many issues.
Like other challenges, both countries
will overcome this crisis. The bond

between the two countries stands on a
strong foundation." This response from
the U.S. indicates a desire to maintain a
strong bilateral relationship with India,
despite the legal challenges facing one
of its prominent businessmen.The legal
accusations extend beyond Gautam
Adani, implicating individuals such as
Sagar Adani, Vineet S. Jain, and Azure
Power CEO Ranjit Gupta as key figures
in the alleged bribery scheme. The case,
built under the Foreign Corrupt Practices
Act (FCPA), also names five others
accused of assisting in the corrupt activ-
ities. Reports have surfaced stating that
arrest warrants were issued in the U.S.
for both Gautam Adani and Sagar Adani,

highlighting the seriousness of the
allegations and the potential repercus-
sions for those involved.Central to the
allegations is the claim that bribes
were paid to "high-level" officials
within the Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
state governments. The purpose of
these bribes, as alleged, was to secure
contracts for the purchase of solar
power at inflated prices, thereby
ensuring profits estimated at $2 billion
over a two-decade span. This scheme
not only implicates Adani and his
associates in corrupt practices but also
suggests a broader impact on the solar
power industry and government procure-
ment proce sses in India.In conclusion,
the White House's response to the alle-
gations against Gautam Adani and others
underscores a commitment to maintain-
ing India-U.S. relations amidst this con-
troversy. With the case involving accusa-
tions of bribery and false information to
secure profitable solar power contracts,
the implications for both the accused
individuals and the bilateral relationship
between the two nations are significant.
As the legal proceedings unfold, the resil
ience of India-U.S. ties in navigating
such challenges will be closely watched.
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NPP's Mehtab Chandeg wins Gambegre
455mbly Seat I resounding vieory

Meghalaya CM Conrad Sangma and his wife,
NPP candidate Mehtab Chandee, celebrate her decisive
victory in the Gambegre Assembly by-election.In a deci-
sive victory for the National People’s Party (NPP),
Mehtab Chandee, the wife of Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma, has won the Gambegre Assembly by-
election with 12,678 votes. This marks an important mile-
stone for the NPP, as it secures the seat previously held by
Congress and solidifies the party’s growing influence in
the state.Chandee, a medical professional making her
electoral debut, defeated several prominent candidates in
a fiercely contested race. The closest contenders included
Bernard Marak from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
Congress’s Jingjang M. Marak, and Sadhiarani M.
Sangma of the All India Trinamool Congress (TMC).
Despite strong competition, Chandee managed to clinch
the victory, signaling a shift in the political landscape of
the region.For TMC’s Sadhiarani M. Sangma, wife of
three-time former Rangsakona MLA Zenith Sangma, this
loss marks her third consecutive defeat in Gambegre. She
secured 8,084 votes, falling short by 4,594 votes to the
NPP candidate. Sangma had contested the seat in both the
2018 and 2023 elections but was unable to secure a win.
Similarly, Congress’s Jingjang M. Marak, who finished
third, garnered 7,695 votes, losing by 4,983 votes to
Chandee.BJP's candidate Bernard Marak, who had previ-
ously held a significant position as the state’s Vice
President,
could only secure 710 votes, finishing far behind in the
race.Chandee’s victory is particularly significant as it
marks a key setback for Congress, which had won the seat
twice in 2018 and 2023. The win also serves as a major
political boost for NPP, consolidating its presence in the
region and strengthening the leadership of Conrad K.
Sangma, whose party continues to gain momentum in
Meghalaya's political scene.The by-election was held on
November 13, 2024, after the sitting MLA, Saleng
Sangma, vacated the seat following his election to the
Lok Sabha from the Tura constituency. With this victory,
Mehtab Chandee’s win not only represents personal tri-
umph but also highlights the increasing political domi-
nance of the NPP in the state.As the NPP celebrates this
win, the results are likely to have broader implications for
the upcoming state elections and will contribute to shap-
ing the political dynamics in Meghalaya as the 2024 elec-
tions draw closer.

Hyderabadi Student's Tragie
(sun Mishap Shocks Americal

In life, some events unfold like a fleeting spark
seemingly harmless but with the potential to
ignite something far greater. Unfortunately, that
spark led to a tragic loss for a Hyderabadi fami-
ly. On the 13th of this month, 23-year-old Palvai
Aryan Reddy, a second-year MS student at
Kennesaw State University in Georgia, USA,
lost his life in a heart-wrenching incident that left
many in shock. Aryan, who had ventured to the
US to pursue his higher education, was found
dead after an accidental gunshot went off in his
room. His friends, who rushed to his aid after
hearing the gunshot, found him fatally wounded,
the bullet having penetrated his chest.Aryan's
father, Sudarshan Reddy, firmly believes that the
shooting was an accidental misfire, likely occur-
ring while Aryan was cleaning the weapon.
Aryan, the only son of Sudarshan and Geetha,
had always been passionate about national serv-
ice, a value that his father says he strongly held.
Despite his interest, Aryan had turned down the
option to join the army, instead choosing to pur-
sue his academic dreams abroad. It is a cruel
irony that this love for his country ultimately led
to his tragic end.In the wake of this heartbreak-
ing incident, Sudarshan Reddy also expressed
his dismay at the gun culture that has seeped into
American society, a culture that now even allows
students to own weapons. Aryan had obtained a
license for a hunting gun in August and had even
passed an exam for it, a decision that would later
have dire consequences. The Reddy family now
faces the unimaginable, dealing with a loss that
no parent should ever have to endure.While the
US offers many opportunities for students, it also
comes with its own set of challenges and dangers
sometimes far beyond our understanding. As this
tragic story unfolds, one can’t help but wonder:
should students really have access to such lethal
tools for sport or hobby? The debate on gun con-
trol continues to rage on, but for now, the Reddy
family is left with a heartache that will never

heal.
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Honda Activa Electric seooter to arrive in India next week: All you need to know

Honda is all set to launch its new
electric scooter in India. The new
Activa Electric scooter will arrive in the
country next week. The company has
started teasing the some features of its
much -awaited Activa Electric scooter.
As per teaser, the electric scooter will
feature interchangeable batteries and
will be equipped with two battery

}

Donald Trump, known for his
diverse business ventures, has recently
taken a unique step by entering the
world of music with the launch of his
own electric guitar business. This new
endeavor is part of his efforts to expand
his already vast business empire.
Interestingly, some of these guitars bear
Trump's signature, making them a
unique collector's item. Revealed
through an announcement on the Truth
Social media platform, the details of
these guitars were further elaborated on
the Trump Guitars website. With 1,300
guitars up for grabs, the collection
includes over a thousand regular guitars
priced between $1,250 and $1,500. For
those desiring a piece of memorabilia
signed by Trump himself, a hefty price
tag of $10,000 (approximately Rs. 8.45
lakh) is attached, although only 275 of
these signed guitars are available.The
electric guitars launched by Trump
stand out due to their distinctive design
elements. Adorned with the American

armily Blam

Back in 2019, YS Sharmila filed
a police case against the false propagan-
da on social media, linking her with
hero Prabhas. Reacting to the false nar-
rative about Sharmila and Prabhas' rela-
tionship that was cooked up on social

packs. Here are all the details you need
to know about the upcoming Honda
Activa Electric scooter. Honda Activa
Electric scooter India launch The Activa
Electric scooter will arrive in India on
November 27, 2024. Honda has recent-
ly unveiled a new teaser on its official
social media platform, providing addi-
tional insights into the upcoming elec-

e

capture the essence of patriotism in
their aesthetics. According to the offi-
cial website, the slogan "Make America
Great Again" is elegantly inscribed with
pearls on each guitar. Furthermore, the
inclusion of the number 45 is a nod to
Trump's tenure as the 45th President of
the United States, adding a personal
touch to every instrument.This is not
Trump's first foray into merchandise
linked to his political career. Before
unveiling his guitar business, Trump

oDy

media, the YS family lady
approached the police and
sought legal action for
defaming her image. A few
people were arrested in the
case back then.Now, again
after all the years,
Sharmila has brought up
this topic again and she
has faulted Jagan Mohan
Reddy on this matter.
Reacting to Jagan’s recent
comment that the social
media propaganda on
Prabhas and Sharmila was operated
through an IP address linked to
Nandamuri Balakrishna’s Building,
Sharmila fired at her brother Jagan."I
am promising on my kids that I have no
connection with Prabhas, I don't even

tric scooter. According to the tweet, the
EV scooter will feature two battery
packs. The teaser also indicated that the
scooter will include swappable batter-
ies, potentially utilizing Honda’s
Mobile Power Pack interchangeable
batteries. Notably, HMSI showcased its
Benly e electric scooter at the Bharat
Mobility Expo 2024,

! G ! [ !

AT LI
had already introduced a range of prod-
ucts featuring his branding. This
includes USD 100 silver coins adorned
with his likeness, "God Bless the USA
Bible" books, new Trump-branded
sneakers under the "Sneaker Con" label,
and the "Trump Watch Collection"
which includes diamond-studded
watches. These items were promoted as
part of his election campaign rallies,
showcasing Trump's knack for merging
his entrepreneurial spirit with his politi-
cal endeavors.In wrapping up, Donald
Trump's venture into the electric guitar
business marks another chapter in his
extensive career as a businessman and
politician. With the launch of these spe-
cially designed guitars, complete with
patriotic motifs and personal insignias,
Trump continues to leave a unique mark
on various industries. Whether as mem-
orabilia for supporters or as a unique
piece for guitar enthusiasts, these

instruments embody a blend of musical
craftsmanship and political symbolism.

" Pronaoa

know Prabhas. Now that Jagan is saying
Balakrishna’s building IP address is
linked to the propaganda against me,
why didn’t he take action against them
while he was the CM for five years? On
top of that, why did he let his social
media group attack me and Vijayamma
over the last few years using vicious
narratives?”’Sharmila pointed out that
Jagan must have taken action against
concerned groups for spreading propa-
ganda against her if he really loved her
as a sister. She claimed that all Jagan
did in his tenure as CM was use her and
Vijayamma for political gains.Well, it
appears that this tug of war which start-
ed with property disputes is quickly
transpiring into character assassination
ploys as things are starting to get murky
for YS followers.

Lndian Americans Crush Income Records Vet Aeain

In the grand ladder of success,
Indian Americans aren’t just climb-
ing; they’re leaping several rungs at
once. With a 2019 average household
income of $126,705, they sit com-
fortably at the summit, far outpacing
the U.S. average of $69,823 for J§
White Americans. Their financial 7§
ascent isn’t just a story of numbers
but a testament to relentless hard
work and ambition.Trailing behind
are other high-earning groups such as
Taiwanese, Filipinos, and
Indonesians, who rank well but don’t
quite match the Indian Americans’ scale
of representation. Even China, with its

significant immigrant population,
reports an average household income of
aN -

$86,281—substantially

than

lower
India’s impressive figure. Experts sug-
gest that Indian Americans’ 2024 earn-
ings are likely even higher, though the
data hasn’t officially been crunched

yet.What fuels this meteoric rise?
The answer lies in India's export
of brilliance—young, highly edu-
cated professionals carving out
niches in technology, healthcare,
and finance. With India boasting
the world’s largest youth popula-
tion, these individuals enter the
U.S. workforce not as spectators
~ but as top-tier players, raising the
bar in every industry they
N touch.As we celebrate these
‘& achievements, let’s remember:
success isn’t always measured by the
size of your paycheck. Unless, of
course, you're an Indian American in
the U.S.—then, by all means, go ahead
and flaunt those six figures!
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