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CJI administers oath of office to Justice Manmohan as SC judge
Chief Justice of India

Sanjiv Khanna on Thursday
administered oath of office to
Delhi High Court Chief Justice
Manmohan as a judge of the
Supreme Court.With the swear-
ing-in of Justice Manmohan, the
working strength of the apex
court has risen to 33 against the
sanctioned 34 judges, including
the CJI.Justice Manmohan, 61,
was administered oath of office
during a swearing-in ceremony
held in the apex court.The
Supreme Court collegium had on
November 28 recommended the
elevation of Justice Manmohan
to the top court.On December 3, Justice
Manmohan was appointed as a judge of
the apex court."In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by clause (2) of Article
124 of the Constitution of India, the
President is pleased to appoint Shri
Justice Manmohan, Chief Justice, High
Court of Delhi, to be a Judge of the
Supreme Court of India, with effect

from the date he assumes charge of his
office," read the official notification.
Justice Manmohan stood at serial num-
ber two in the combined all-India sen-
iority of high court judges and he was
the senior-most judge in the High Court
of Delhi."While recommending his
name, the collegium has taken into con-
sideration the fact that, at present, the

bench of Supreme Court is
represented by only one judge
from the High Court of Delhi,"
read the apex court Collegium
statement proposing his
name.Justice Manmohan was
appointed as a judge of the
Delhi High Court on March
13, 2008, and was functioning
as its chief justice since
September 29, 2024.He was
appointed as the acting chief
justice of the Delhi High Court
on November 9, 2023.He
enrolled as an advocate in
1987 after obtaining a law
degree from Campus Law

Centre, Delhi University.Justice Manm
ohan is the son of late Jagmohan, a
famous bureaucrat-turned politician
who also served as the Governor of the
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir
and the Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi.The retirement age of Supreme
Court judges is 65 years, while high
court judges demit office at 62.

DMRC completes longest underground tunnel on Tughlakabad-Aerocity corridor

The Delhi Metro Rail Corpo
ration (DMRC) on Wednesday com-
pleted the longest underground tunnel
between the Tughlakabad Airforce
Launching Shaft and Maa Anandmayee
Marg on the Tughlakabad-Aerocity cor-
ridor of Phase-IV, an official statement
said.A 105-metre-long tunnel boring
machine (TBM) broke through at Maa
Anandmayee Marg station this morn-

ing, after boring a 2.65-km-
long tunnel, the statement
added.Two parallel circular
tunnels for up and down
movement are being con-
structed on this stretch as
part of the Aerocity-
Tughlakabad corridor.The
breakthrough on the other
parallel tunnel is expected to
be achieved in January
2025, it said.The new tunnel

has been constructed at an average
depth of around 16 metres and about
1,894 rings have been installed in the
tunnel, with an inner diameter of 5.8
metres, it added.The tunnelling work
posed significant technical challenges,
including the relocation of a sewer line
and navigation through hard rock stra-
ta.The tunnel has been built using the

proven Earth Pressure Balancing
Method (EPBM) technology, with a
concrete lining made of precast tunnel
rings, the statement said.These tunnel
rings were cast at a fully mechanised
casting yard set up in Mundka. The
concrete segments were cured with a
steam curing system to achieve early
strength, it added.All necessary safety
precautions were taken during the con-
struction of the tunnel below existing
built-up structures. Ground movements
were monitored with highly sensitive
instruments fixed on nearby structures,
ensuring that there was no settlement,
the statement said.As part of the Phase
IV work approved so far, 40.109 kilo-
metres of underground lines are being
constructed. The Aerocity-Tughlakabad
corridor has underground sections
totalling 19.343 kilometres.

ED's communication to Lokayukata police is politically motivated, says Siddaramaiah
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on
Wednesday termed the ED's recent communi-
cation to the state Lokayukta police in connec-
tion with the MUDA site allotment case, as
"politically motivated" and sent with an intent
to influence them and the court.He repeatedly
asserted that the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has no powers to investigate the
case.Siddaramaiah is facing allegations of ille-
galities in the allotment of 14 sites to his wife
Parvathi B M by the Mysuru Urban
Development Authority (MUDA)."It is politi-
cally motivated. Tomorrow our writ appeal
against the single bench order is coming up
(before division bench in HC), if they have
done it just ahead of it, what does it mean?
First of all they (ED) dont have any powers to
investigate, they cannot do it legally.
Secondly, they have done this to influence the
court," he said in response to a question on
ED's letter to Lokayukta.Addressing reporters
here, the CM said, "The Lokayukta is conduct-
ing the inquiry and they will have to submit a
report. This has been done to influence them,
to make them prejudicial. This is politically
motivated and out of political
malice."According to the ED, evidence of sev-
eral irregularities has been detected in the
transfer of 14 sites by the MUDA to
Parvathi.The federal agency, in a recent com-
munication sent to the Lokayukta police,
claimed that its probe has also found that
MUDA had "illegally" allotted a total of 1,095

sites in benami and other such
transactions.The alleged illegal activities at
MUDA "did not end" with the case of Parvathi
as a total of 1,095 sites, with a market value of
more than Rs 700 crore, were "illegally" allot-
ted, according to an investigation report
accessed by PTI and information from official
sources.Reiterating that the ED has no powers
to investigate the case, but still they are prob-
ing, the CM said, "The Governor had asked to
investigate, the district court (special court)
told Lokayukta police to investigate and sub-
mit a report by December 24. They
(Lokayukta police) are investigating, but why
are they (ED) writing a letter? What is their
intention? Isn't it deliberate?""... there is no
truth in it (the case). They (ED) are investigat-
ing the case, let them give the report independ-
ently? Why have they written a letter (to
Lokayukta)? They may share the information,

but it doesn't mean that they should write a
letter and it should be released to the
media," he said, adding that the intention is
"totally, hundred per cent
political."Siddaramaiah, his wife, brother-
in-law Mallikarjuna Swamy and Devaraju -
- from whom Swamy had purchased a land
and gifted it to Parvathi -- and others have
been named in the FIR registered by the
Mysuru-located Lokayukta police estab-
lishment on September 27, following the
Special Court order.On September 30, the
ED filed an enforcement case information
report (ECIR) to book the CM and others

taking cognisance of the Lokayukta FIR, and
is also probing the case.In the MUDA site
allotment case, it is alleged that 14 compensa-
tory sites were allotted to Siddaramaiah's wife
in an upmarket area in Mysuru (Vijayanagar
Layout 3rd and 4th stages), which had higher
property value as compared to the location of
her land which had been "acquired" by
MUDA.The MUDA had allotted plots to
Parvathi under a 50:50 ratio scheme in lieu of
3.16 acres of her land, where it developed a
residential layout.Under the controversial
scheme, MUDA allotted 50 per cent of devel-
oped land to the land losers in lieu of undevel-
oped land acquired from them for forming res-
idential layouts.However, as the site allocation
triggered a controversy, Parvathi wrote to
MUDA asking it to cancel 14 sites allotted to
her and the MUDA had accepted it.

Election results challenge the Opposition unity
The electoral setbacks have exposed fractures

within the INDIA alliance while the BJP has emerged
stronger after the recently held state electionsThe after-
math of the recent election results in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand has led to cracks within the Opposition coali-
tion known as the INDIA alliance. Following these dis-
appointing results, some partners in the INDIA bloc,
such as the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the Trinamool
Congress, are focusing on their agendas and show little
interest in collaborating for the current winter session of
Parliament. AAP chief Kejriwal has announced that his
party will go solo in Delhi Assembly polls, ruling out tie-
up with Congress. The INDIA bloc hoped to consolidate
anti-BJP votes in the capital.Still, Kejriwal’s announce-
ment signals a potential fracture in unity. Additionally, it
seems unlikely that the Uddhav Thackeray coalition will
work together in the upcoming civic election.
Consequently, the immediate concern for these partners
is to unite and collaborate effectively. However, achiev-
ing this is proving to be quite challenging.Every political
party makes mistakes, but the successful ones learn and
improve. The INDIA bloc aimed to defeat the BJP in the
Lok Sabha polls, ultimately allowing the BJP to form a
government with support from the JD(U) and the Telugu
Desam Party. The Assembly polls lacked a joint strate-
gy.Two key points stand out in the recent elections in
Maharashtra and Jharkhand. First is the significant victo-
ry of the BJP-led NDA in Maharashtra.Second is the ease
with which Hemant Soren retained his position in
Jharkhand despite being jailed on allegations of corrup-
tion.Another important question is whether the
Congress, NCP and the Uddhav faction of the Shiv Sena
misinterpreted the signals on the ground. Did the BJP
make errors in Jharkhand? The recent results reveal
missed growth opportunities.It could have performed
better if Congress had learned from past experiences and
made necessary adjustments. Unlike the Pachmarhi or
Shimla conclaves, there has been a lack of post-election
analysis.The Grand Old Party is entirely under the con-
trol of Rahul Gandhi, the Leader of the Opposition, and
his chosen associates. Rahul worked hard and cam-
paigned, but the party could not deliver. The results sug-
gest they have yet to learn from the recent Haryana
Assembly elections, such as relying heavily on one
leader, ignoring the others, and the wrong distribution of
tickets despite being in a winning position.The most cru-
cial aspect the Congress Party, NCP and the Uddhav fsc-
tion of Shiv Sena must address is the narrative. For the
Congress, the focus on caste issues, defending the
Constitution, and making personal attacks on the Prime
Minister has not resonated with the voters. This discon-
nect is a clear sign that the party needs to reevaluate its
strategy and focus on issues that truly matter to the elec-
torate, such as the bread and butter issues.It is a pressing
concern that needs alignment. Even earlier, Rahul
Gandhi’s Gandhi’s attack on Savarkar did not garner any
support for Congress; instead, it created friction between
the Shiv Sena, which idolised Savarkar and Congress.
These parties also did not realise the political impact of
the BJP’s parent organisation, RSS, which worked for
the party’s success.Maratha strongman Sharad Pawar
must feel disheartened after losing his party and the elec-
tion to his nephew, Ajit Pawar, whom he groomed. The
warning signs became clear when Ajit joined the BJP,
betraying his uncle to help form the government. The sit-
uation worsened when the Election Commission recog-
nised Ajit’s faction as the real Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP), despite Sharad Pawar having founded and led it
to power multiple times.This decision severely under-
mined Pawar,So must Uddhav Thackeray, son of
Shivsena founder Bal Thackeray, who succeeded his
father, lost the party and elections to his rebel Eknath
Shinde, who helped BJP form the government in
Maharashtra in a coalition. Both must introspect about
what led to their loss of popularity.On the other hand,
JMM, a partner in the INDIA bloc, has demonstrated
how to win despite numerous challenges. JMM Chief
Minister Hemant Soren and his wife, Kalpana, faced sev-
eral hardships, including a jail sentence for Soren. The
results of the bye-elections after the Assembly polls
show that the BJP is not invincible.Elections in India
happen almost continuously in various states, which
means the election season never truly ends. The next sig-
nificant event will be the Rajya Sabha elections for six
seats on December 20. The National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) is expected to win five of these six seats.
At the same time, the Trinamool Congress is likely to
secure one. If this prediction holds, the NDA will gain a
majority in the Upper House, which could weaken the
Congress Party’s position in Parliament. There are cur-
rently eight vacancies: four in the nomination category
and four in Jammu and Kashmir.Elections around the
world highlight both victories and defeats. Each election
offers valuable lessons regarding the successes and mis-
takes of the candidates and parties involved. These out-
comes are not exclusively driven by generational
change, as change is a constant process. Future genera-
tions must strive to advance their party. Ultimately, the
true winner is the one who learns from their mistakes
swiftly. Winners should avoid becoming complacent,
while those who lose must stay motivated.
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Is South Korea Cursed to Disappear Forever?
South Korea's future

appears to be a ticking clock,
dashing towards an inescapable
quiet. With a birth rate falling to
a stunning 0.72 per cent, the
nation finds itself on the slope of
a statistical emergency. This dis-
turbing decrease signals not fair
a contracting populace, but an
approaching termination in the
event that the drift proceeds. The
adjustment of life is presently
skewed, with the passing rate
outpacing the birth rate, clearing
out a void that develops more
inauspicious with each passing
year.The causes of this downturn
are complex, but one key figure is the
move in societal designs. Ladies are
choosing to wed afterwards, or not at all,
which in turn has definitely diminished
their regenerative capacity. This alter-
ation in the way of life, driven by finan-
cial weights, career needs, and changing
social standards, is dissolving the estab-

lishment of South Korea's statistical
structure. As fewer children are born, the
once-thriving country faces the terrible
reality of a quickly maturing masses.On
the off chance that the slant endures,
South Korea's populace, as of now
around 55 million, is anticipated to dive
to a fair 15 million in the another centu-

ry. This fast decay would make
a country as well scanty to
maintain itself, economically
or socially. The country's
workforce would decrease, and
the elderly would dwarf the
youth, leading to a societal col-
lapse. Such an emotional cha
nge might render the nation
unrecognizable, both in its
physical and social nea
rness.As the birth rate proceeds
its descending winding, South
Korea may without a doubt
confront a future where its
presence may be a memory. On
the off cha nce that this emer-

gency isn't tended to with critical solu-
tions whether through migration,
arrangement changes, or societal shifts
the country may gotten to be the primary
within the world to disappear due to sta-
tistic decrease. The clock is ticking, and
the result appears unavoidable unless
extreme measures are taken.

Ahead Of Swearing In, Donald Trump Appoints New NASA Chief
The stage is set for the swearing

in ceremony of Donald Trump as the
president of United States and just days
ahead of the same, the in-coming presi-
dent has announced the new chief of
NASA. He has taken to Twitter to intro-
duce the new chief of this high-budgeted
space organization.Trump announced
that he is delighted to nominate Jared
Isaacman, an accomplished business
leader, philanthropist, pilot, and astro-
naut, as Administrator of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA). Jared will drive NASA’s mis-
sion of discovery and inspiration, paving
the way for groundbreaking achieve-
ments in Space science, technology, and

exploration.Trump further add that
for the the past 25 years, as the
Founder and CEO of Shift4, Jared
has demonstrated exceptional lead-
ership, building a trailblazing glob-
al financial technology company.
He also co-founded and served as
CEO of Draken International, a
defense aerospace company, for
over a decade, supporting the U.S.
Department of Defense, and our
Allies.Jared’s passion for Space,
astronaut experience, and dedication to
pushing the boundaries of exploration,
unlocking the mysteries of the universe,
and advancing the new Space economy,
make him ideally suited to lead NASA

into a bold new Era, Trump concluded on
the matter. It is evident that Trump is
bringing refromative changes for every
major government department prior to
his appointment.

Jana Sena Leader's Shocking Threat to Allu Arjun!
The rivalry between the mega

family and Allu Arjun fans is quickly
escalating, not in terms of the stars
themselves, but between the fans and
the politics surrounding them. The ten-
sion reached new heights when Jana
Sena leader Chalamala Shetty Ramesh
Babu released a video with a barrage of
harsh words aimed at Allu Arjun. His
warning to the actor: apologize to his
uncle, Megastar Chiranjeevi, or face
consequences regarding the release of
Pushpa 2.In the video, Ramesh Babu
criticized Allu Arjun's rise to superstar-
dom, claiming that it was only possible
due to the support and legacy of

Chiranjeevi. He further demanded that
Allu Arjun humble himself by apologiz-
ing and even "sprinkle the bloody water"
that had washed Chiranjeevi’s feet, hint-

ing that the Pushpa 2 movie release
could be blocked otherwise.
However, Allu Arjun's fans are
standing their ground, showing no
signs of backing down. They are
confidently declaring that no matter
what is said or done, Pushpa 2 will
hit the screens and create the magic
it was destined to.In the end, it
seems like a battle of words and
wills, with Arjun’s fans unshaken
and Ramesh Babu hoping his fiery
words will somehow influence the

film’s fate. Let’s see who gets the last
laugh—whether it’s the fans or the poli-
tics of the industry!

INDIA bloc MPs protest over Adani issue in Parliament, wear jackets reading 'Modi Adani Ek Hai'
In an unusual protest, leaders of sev-
eral INDIA bloc parties wore black
jackets with stickers reading "Modi
Adani Ek Hai" and "Adani Safe
Hai" on them and raised slogans on
the Parliament premises to demand a joint
parliamentary probe into the Adani
issue.Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, who put the sticker on his
trademark white T-shirt, said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi cannot get an investigation
done against Adani Group chairman Gautam

Adani as it would amount to get-
ting a probe done against him-
self.Congress MPs including
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and law-
makers of several other opposi-

tion parties like RJD and the Left participated
in the protest.Both Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi demanded that a discussion
on the indictment of Adani in a US court on
charges of bribery and fraud must take place
in Parliament and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi must speak in the House on the

issue.The protest took place in front of the
steps of Parliament's Makar Dwar and not on
the steps leading to it as a Lok Sabha
Secretariat advisory and Speaker Om Birla
had flagged the issue.A little later, the protest-
ing MPs lined up in front of the Samvidhan
Sadan and raised slogans against Modi and
Adani there.The Lok Sabha Secretariat on
Tuesday issued an advisory urging the MPs
not to hold protests in front of Parliament
gates, saying that such obstruction of move-
ment could affect their safety and security.The

opposition MPs had held a protest on the steps
of Makar Dwar on Tuesday and Wednes
day.The TMC has stayed away from the
protests against Adani.The Congress and
some other opposition parties have been
demanding a joint parliamentary committee
(JPC) probe following the indictment of
Adani and other company officials in a US
court.The Congress has said that Adani's indic
tment "vindicates" its demand for a JPC inve
stigation into the various "scams" involving
the billionaire industrialist's conglomerate.

Ready to go alone to Sambhal with
police but not allowed: Rahul Gandhi

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, who was stopped at the
Ghazipur border here on Wednesday, said he
was ready to go alone to Sambhal with police
but was not allowed.The Rae Bareli MP, his
sister Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and other senior
Congress leaders reached the Ghazipur border
in the morning where heavy police force was
deployed and barricades put up to stop them
from entering Sambhal. Rahul Gandhi later
left for Delhi."We are trying to go to Sambhal.
Police is refusing, not allowing us. As the
leader of opposition in Lok Sabha, it is my
right to go... I said that I am ready to go alone,
I am ready to go with the police but they did
not accept that either," Rahul Gandhi
said."Now they are saying that if we come
back in a few days, they will let us go. This is
actually against the right of the leader of oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha. I should be allowed to
go," he told reporters.Holding up a copy of the
Constitution in his hands, Gandhi said the
police's decision was against democracy."We
want to go to Sambhal and see what happened
there. We want to meet the people but I am not
being allowed my constitutional right. This is
India where attempts are on to end the
Constitution. But we will keep fighting," he
added.Wayanad MP Priyanka Vadra said,
"What happened in Sambhal was wrong.
Rahul ji is the leader of opposition. He has the
constitutional right. He is different from other
people. He cannot be stopped. He has the con-
stitutional right to go and meet the victims, he
should be allowed."Curbs under Section 163
(power to issue an order in urgent cases of nui-
sance or apprehended danger) of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), which
were set to expire on Sunday, have now been
extended till December 31 in Sambhal.
Sambhal District Magistrate Rajendra Pensia
on Tuesday wrote a letter to the police com-
missioners of Gautam Buddh Nagar and
Ghaziabad and the superintendents of police
of Amroha and Bulandshahr districts, urging
them to stop Rahul Gandhi at the borders of
their districts."We will not permit Rahul
Gandhi to Sambhal as prohibitory orders have
been issued by the administration there. Police
will stop Gandhi at UP gate," Ghaziabad
Police Commissioner Ajay Kumar Mishra told
PTI.He said ample police force has been
deployed at the spot, he said.Tension had been
brewing in Sambhal since November 19, when
a Mughal-era mosque was surveyed on court
orders following claims that a Harihar temple
previously stood at the site.Violence erupted
during a second survey on November 24 as
protesters gathered near Shahi Jama Masjid
and clashed with security personnel. Four peo-
ple were killed in the violence and many more
were injured.
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