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Rebel forces oust Assad as Damascus falls

The fall of Assad’s regime signals a
new chapter in Syria’s tumultuous history,
raising critical questions about the country’s
path to stabilitySyrian President Bashar al-
Assad’s government has been fighting rebel
groups with the support of Russia, Iran,
Lebanese and Hezbollah right from 2011.
Within ten days of rebels getting control over
northwestern city of Aleppo and further cap-
turing Hama and Homes, the capital Damascus
also fell under their control on December 8.
President Assad along with his wife and three
children fled the country before rebel forces
could reach him. He has been granted asylum
in Moscow. His younger brother was tipped to
succeed his father as President, died in a road
accident.He was called back from London,
where he was practising ophthalmologist, to
succeed his father as President of Syria. In the
initial months after taking over the Presidency
in the year 2000 he was seen as a reformist
and pro-people in sharp contrast to his father
Hafez al-Assad’s three-decade rule with iron
hands. Once pro-democracy protests erupted
in 2011, he followed the brutal tactics of his
father to crush dissent. The conflict escalated
into civil war and he was seen unleashing his
military to blast opposition-held territories.
All supporters of the Assad regime have con-
siderably weakened their backing on account
of the ongoing war they are engaged
in.Russian forces have a challenging battle in
Ukraine. Owing to the high level of causali-
ties of soldiers in the battle, Russia has with-
drawn its forces from Syria partially and is
even further recruiting foreign nationals in the
force to keep the war going, which has
already been continuing for a quarter to three
years. Hamas’s terror attack on Israel on
October 7, 2023 and lIsrael’s response to
Gaza opened several dimensions of the West
Asia conflict.Iran’s supported terror groups
like Hezbollah in Lebanon, and Houthis in
Yemen have denounced Palestinians suffering
in Gaza on account of Israeli bombardment
and it opened additional fronts for Israel in the

For Joe Biden It Is fam

Biden’s decision to pardon his son
is rooted in political and emotional com-
plexities, with far-reaching implications
for presidential clemencylLast week,
Americans and people worldwide were
stunned by the news that President Joe
Biden pardoned his son, Hunter Biden.
This clemency controversy was significant
because Hunter Biden, a family member,
contributed to the debate surrounding the
pardon. The pardon ensures that Hunter
will not be sentenced for his alleged
crimes and will not go to prison.The
judges handling his cases will likely can-
cel the sentencing hearings scheduled for
December 12 for the gun case and
December 16 for the tax case. Also, the
President is no longer running for office.
He made his no-pardon pledge before
dropping out of the June presidential race.
Presidential pardons in the United States
have often sparked controversy; however,
some decisions—such as President Biden
pardoning his son—have led to more criti-
cism than others. Constitutionally, the
President can grant pardons, a power pre-
vious presidents have used.Traditionally,
US presidents dole out pardons as they
leave office.However, Joe Biden’s ‘com-
plete and unconditional’ pardon of his son
adds a layer of complexity and public
scrutiny to the issue, a historical context
that is important for the public to under-
stand. It is important to understand why
Joe Biden acted as he did. Joe Biden has
faced many difficulties in his life.He has
faced significant personal challenges. He
was caught between saving his son and the

conflict. This has also weakened Iran and
Hezbollah to provide adequate support to
Assad’s regime. In addition, 13 years of
Syrian civil war has exhausted the Syrian
Army. Owing to the corruption in the bureau-
cratic and political circle of the Syrian gov-
ernment, and the series of Western sanctions,
the economy has been hardly afloat. Further
President Erdogan in Ankara, is facing the
heat on account of three million Syrian
migrants living in Turkiye and more so
because Syria dismisses his proposal for
deportation of migrants alleging that his coun-
try has illegally occupied Syrian areas along
the border.There was an option for Assad to
join the Arab League last year, but he did not
accept making Arab nations also opposed to
him. Earlier with the help of Iran and Russia,
he had survived the Arab Spring Rebellion
against him, which originated in Tunisia in
2011. The next question is about the future of
Syria. Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) is a Sunni
Islamist militant group, that played an impor-
tant role in the Syrian civil war. It is this group
that has led other rebel groups to occupy
Damascus.The US, UK and UN have desig-
nated it as a terrorist organisation. A bounty of
$10 million was on its chief Abu Mohammad
al-Golani’s head. UK has indicated lifting the
ban on HTS if it delivers on promises like
protecting minorities and people’s rights.
Turkiye has backed some other rebel groups
in the Syrian civil war, which do not have
good ties with HTS. US-backed Kurdish YPG
militia has established control in Syria’s
northeast, also known as the Kurdish demo-
cratic union party (PYD) does not enjoy good
and workable relations with HTS. There are
separate rebels in Syria’s southwest. It is quite
difficult for all the groups to come together
and be partners in Syria’s new regime. 900
strong military men are maintained by the US
in northeastern Syria. The US has maintained
this presence in the name of countering ISIS,
but its actual goal was the regime change in
Syria. The US has now emerged clear winner.

public criticism. Everyone knows that he
Is loyal to his family. His baby daughter
and first wife died in a car accident, which
also injured his sons, Beau and Hunter.
Biden wanted Beau to become President,
but Beau sadly died from brain cancer in
2015. This focus on the Biden family’s
struggles aims to create empathy from the
public. According to the American media,
Biden’s second wife persuaded Joe to
make a final decision.The public reaction
to the Presidential pardon is both critical
and supportive. While some think it is fair,
others consider it not justified. This mixed
reaction from the public, as well as from
Biden’s party colleagues, adds a layer of
complexity to the issue. Presidents from
both parties have used their pardon power,
which has raised eyebrows.George
Washington used the power to pardon
some people. Presidents often use their
pardon powers for friends and allies. A
controversial case was former President

As rebels have asserted control over Syria and
its capital Damascus, uncertainties remain
about the future of the country. The first day
was marked by arsenals, looting of shops and
banks, and emptying prisons followed by a
night curfew, but the second day saw normal-
cy slowly returning to the capital and other
cities. The main rebel commander al-Golani
met Assad’s PM Mohammad Jalali and Vice
President Faisal Mekdad to install a transi-
tional government in Syria. Further, Golani
has announced publicly that they would bring
out a list of government officials responsible
for torturing the citizens.In the meantime,
there have been air strikes in Syria by Israeli,
US and Turkey forces to protect each of their
interests. Iran and Russia have suffered major
setbacks with the fall of Assad’s govern-
ment.Both countries have lost their key allies.
As Sunni Islamic groups are going to be in
control of Syria, Iran a predominantly Shia
population is more vulnerable to Israeli
attacks. When rebel forces took control of
Aleppo about a week earlier, both Iran and
Russia could not extend adequate defence
leading to the fall of even Damascus. Iran was
exposed in recent Israeli direct attacks, and
Hezbollah was also decimated, no significant
support came from Assad. In recent months,
Assad’s Syria and Iran could not support each
other when exigencies arose. Syria is the only
state that had joined Iran’s ‘Axis of resist-
ance’ against the US and Israel. The axis has
become weak; even Hezbollah’s downfall
could not be prevented. Hezbollah has signed
a ceasefire deal with Israel ahead of any Gaza
deal. The action of the state of Iran and the
Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)
to defend Assad did not go well with the peo-
ple of Iran. It had political and economic
costs. The fall of Assad sends a disturbing sig-
nal to Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Khame
nei, who now understands that the axis of
resistance can no longer protect the allies.
Assad’s fall has also emboldened opposition
groups in Iran. Besides these, women are

Richard Nixon, who Gerald Ford
pardoned on September 8, 1974.
Nixon faced possible prosecution for
the Watergate scandal.In late 1992,
President George H W Bush par-
doned six men implicated in the Iran-
contra affair, including former
Defense Secretary Weinberger. Bill
Clinton, who, despite stating he
would not, pardoned his half-brother
| Roger for past cocaine charges.
Similarly, Donald Trump pardoned
his son-in-law Jared Kushner’s
father for tax evasion and for retaliat-
ing against a cooperating witness.
Both had already served their prison
sentences.

During the latter part of his first term,
Trump issued pardons to various individu-
als who had engaged in wrongdoing. A
relieved Hunter said in a statement, “I
have admitted and taken responsibility for
my mistakes during the darkest days of my
addiction — mistakes that have been
exploited to publicly humiliate and shame
me and my family for political sport.” The
case against Hunter Biden has spanned
several years, involving allegations of tax
crimes and gun fences. He was convicted
in June and pleaded guilty to tax evasion in
September. Biden said Hunter was ‘selec-
tively and unfairly prosecuted’ and pointed
out that the charges were politically moti-
vated. The immediate impact of the pardon
is that it makes it harder for Democrats to
criticise Trump.Also, it has given Trump a
chance to pardon people charged with the
January 6 events. Biden’s change of heart

protestlng for thelr rlghts AII these may Iead
to regime change in Iran too. If the Supreme
Leader realigns himself with the US by reviv-
ing/ softening its stand on the 2015 nuclear
deal, then regime change in Iran can be avoid-
ed. The last two weeks of violence that culmi-
nated in Assad’s fleeing Syria, also saw the
Shia population enthusiastically taking meas-
ures to secure the tomb of Sayyeda Zainab,
the daughter of Hazrat Ali and Fatima and
granddaughter of Prophet Muhammad. This
holy site signifies great importance for Shia
Muslims worldwide. To guarantee the securi-
ty of this precious shrine, Shias from Iran,
Iraq and Pakistan are also moving to Syria.
The shrine is located in al-Sitt, south
Damascus.Since 1979 Iranian government
has provided financial support for the man-
agement of the shrine. Several Shia scholars
and celebrities are buried in the shrine and
surrounding cemeteries. Since 2012 the town
has been under attack from armed militants in
neighboring Sunni towns. Many Shia families
were driven out of their homes in southern
Damascus.Rockets landing on random places
was quite common. Sunni Muslims comprise
74 per cent of Syria’s population, whereas
Shias are only 3per cent. Shias hold quite a
strong sentiment for the shrine; the issue can
be a potential flash point between the two
sects and would also determine the rivalry
between rebel groups. Will Syria’s transition
to democracy be smooth? It is possible only
when different rebel groups learn to share
power.

ly first

after initially declaring he would not par-
don Hunter had his reasons. One of them
was his wife, who persuaded Biden to do
so.He stated Hunter was singled out only
because Hunter was his son. President
Biden has pardoned 25 individuals, none
directly connected to him. Typically, pres-
idents approve several clemency requests
toward the end of the r terms. Still, The
pardon “damages the public’s trust in the
presidency. President Bill Clinton signed
140 pardons on January 20, 2001—his
final day in office. Many lawmakers are
worried about the potential bad precedent
for the future.One way of solving the prob-
lem could be to amend the Constitution.
Still, it is a lengthy process, and neither
party has the number to carry it through in
Congress. The critics argue it could set a
dangerous precedent and erode public trust
in the justice system. Recent Supreme
Court rulings have made it more difficult
to charge a president for actions taken
while in office. They limit the avenues for
holding a president accountable for any
potential misuse of the pardon power.
After Hunter’s clemency, President Biden
is considering granting broad pardons to
protect his aides and officials. White
House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre
stated that before leaving the White
House, Biden plans to issue additional
Pdonss. However, in his second term,
Trump declared he would pardon the 2021
clash in Congress while Biden took the
oath. Trump must be careful before doling
out Presidential pardons if they respect
public opinion.




Amid Decate Oy

The Supreme Court has issued an
eight-point guideline to determine alimony
amounts, sparking discussions in the wake of
Bengaluru-based techie Atul Subhash's trag-
ic suicide.Atul, originally from Bihar,
accused his wife Nikita Singhania and her
family of harassment and extortion in an 80-
minute video and a 24-page suicide note. He
alleged they filed multiple legal cases against
him and his family to demand exorbitant set-
tlements.A bench comprising Justice Vikram
Nath and Justice PV Varale detailed factors
to be considered while determining alimony,
which include: Social and economic status of
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both spouses.Basic needs of the wife and
children.Employment and qualifications of
both parties.Income, property, and living
standards of the wife during her marital
stay.Whether the wife left employment for
family responsibilities.Legal expenses for a
non-working wife. Husband's financial
capacity and responsibilities  post-

alimony.The court emphasized the balance
between ensuring a fair standard of living for
the wife and not overburdening the hus-
band.Dowry Law Misuse Observations: In a
separate case, a bench led by Justices BV
Nagarathna and N Kotiswar Singh dismissed
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a dowry case, acknowledging that such laws
are sometimes exploited for personal vendet-
tas.Atul married Nikita in 2019 after meeting
on a matchmaking platform. They had a son
in 2020. Atul alleged Nikita's family fre-
guently demanded large sums of money,
starting at Rs 1 crore and later escalating to
?3 crore. He claimed Nikita left their
Bengaluru home with their son in 2021 after
he refused to pay.In his note, Atul criticized
the justice system and pleaded for fairness,
writing "Justice is Due" on every page. His
case has reignited debates over the misuse of
dowry laws and the pressures faced by indi-
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viduals in such disputes.The tragedy serves
as a grim reminder of the complexities sur-
rounding marital disputes and the need for
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Accenture has restricted its profile on X follow-
ing public demands to dismiss Nikita Singhania after
her ex-husband, Atul Subhash, took his own life.
Subhash left a 24-page note detailing alleged emotion-
al distress caused by marital issues and harassment
from his wife, her family, and a judge. This incident
has sparked a significant online backlash against
Accenture.Social media users have flooded
Accenture's posts with calls for Singhania's dismissal.
One user questioned how many more men would suf-
fer due to false accusations by their wives, urging the
government to amend laws that currently favour
women. Another user accused the IT company of not
taking action against Singhania.In 2022, Singhania
filed a complaint in Jaunpur, Uttar Pradesh, where her
family resides. She accused Subhash and his family of
dowry harassment and assault. The complaint included
charges under the Dowry Prohibition Act and sections
of the Indian Penal Code related to cruelty and intimi-
dation.Singhania claimed that after marrying Subhash
on April 26, 2019, she was harassed by his family over
the dowry provided. They allegedly demanded an
additional Rs 10 lakh. She reported physical and men-
tal abuse when she refused to comply with these
demands.Subhash's suicide note countered these alle-
gations. He found the claim of demanding Rs 10 lakh
laughable given his salary as an Al professional was Rs
40 lakh annually when Singhania left in 2021, increas-
ing to Rs 80 lakh later. He questioned why someone
earning such amounts would demand Rs 10
lakh.Public Reaction and Company ResponseThe pub-
lic reaction has been intense, with many criticising
Accenture for not suspending Singhania amid the con-
troversy. A user suggested that locking their profile
was insufficient and that suspending her could have
Subhash also addressed accusations of physical abuse
in his note. He argued that if he had indeed beaten
Singhania as claimed, there would be visible evidence
or witnesses like household staff to corroborate it. He
noted the absence of any such proof presented by
her.The legal proceedings initiated by Singhania
involved multiple charges beyond dowry harassment.
These included cruelty by husband or relatives,
assault, and criminal intimidation under various sec-
tions of the Indian Penal Code.The situation remains
complex with both parties presenting conflicting narra-
tives about their troubled marriage. The case highlights
ongoing debates about gender bias in legal systems
concerning marital disputes in India.
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The
criticized Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for meeting Bollywood's
Kapoor family, alleging misplaced
priorities during a time of
crisis.Taking a jab at the Prime
Minister, Congress leader Pawan
Khera remarked, "We said Manipur,
he thought Kareena Kapoor."The
Kapoor family met PM Modi in Delhi
on December 10 ahead of the Raj
Kapoor 100 Film Festival, an event
commemorating the centenary of the
legendary filmmaker Raj Kapoor,
who passed away in 1988. The meet-
ing saw Kareena Kapoor Khan, Saif
Ali Khan, Ranbir Kapoor, Alia Bhatt,
Neetu Kapoor, Karisma Kapoor, and
other family members engaging with
the Prime Minister to discuss the

| |
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On Thursday, Arvind
Kejriwal, the leader of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), made a sig-
nificant announcement regarding
the approval of the Mabhila
Samman Yojana by the Delhi
cabinet. This new scheme is set
to empower women in the
national capital by providing
them with a monthly financial
aid of ?1,000. This move comes
as the city gears up for the

upcoming Delhi assembly elec-
tions, anticipated to take place in a®

Election Commission of India “
has yet to declare the exact dates, the
current assembly's tenure in Delhi is
due to conclude on February 23,
2025.The AAP, under Kejriwal's lead-
ership, is aiming for a hat-trick of
electoral victories in Delhi, following
its remarkable performances in the
2015 and 2020 assembly elections.
The party secured an overwhelming
majority by winning 67 seats in 2015
and 63 seats in 2020, out of the total
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i Polls: AAP Govt Lat
a’ With 71000 Month

February next year. While the Zad @

upcoming celebration of
Raj Kapoor's legacy.
Kareena Kapoor Kbhan
shared pictures from the
meeting, showing an elated
Kapoor clan posing with
the Prime Minister.
Notably, the photographs
captured moments of Saif
Ali  Khan and Ranbir
Kapoor in conversation
with PM Modi.One of the
standout moments from the
meeting was Kareena's request for an
autograph from PM Modi for her
sons, Taimur and Jeh. The Prime
Minister graciously signed "Tim and
Jeh™ on a piece of paper, a gesture that
received appreciation from fans on
social media.Kareena also expressed
her gratitude in a heartfelt post, say-
ing, "We are deeply humbled and hon-
oured to have been invited by the
Honourable Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, to commemorate the
extraordinary life and legacy of our
grandfather, the legendary Raj
Kapoor. Your warmth, attention, and
support in celebrating this milestone
meant the world to us."The Raj
Kapoor 100 Film Festival is sched-
uled to take place from December 13
to 15, 2024. The festival will feature

R |

70 seats.With the introduction of the
Mahila Samman Yojana, the govern-
ment demonstrates its continued focus
on women's welfare and empower-
ment, echoing its previous commit-
ment as outlined in the 2024-25 budg-

et announcement. This earlier
announcement introduced the
'Mukhyamantri Mahila Samman

Yojana," promising ?1,000 monthly
assistance to eligible women and allo-
cated a budget of 22,000 crore for its
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balanced legal interventions.
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10 iconic Raj Kapoor films screened
across 40 cities and 135 cinemas, with
tickets priced at Rs 100.Kareena high-
lighted the importance of the event,
stating, "As we celebrate 100 glorious
years of Dadaji's artistry, vision, and
contribution to Indian cinema, we
honour the timeless impact of his
legacy, which continues to inspire us
and generations to come."Meanwhile,
critics have pointed out that the Prime
Minister's engagement with Bollyw
ood comes at a time when Manipur
continues to grapple with violence.
Ethnic clashes between the Imphal
Valley-based Meitei community and
the hill-based Kuki-Zo groups have
been ongoing since May 3, 2023, fol-
lowing a 'Tribal Solidarity March'
protesting the Meitei community's
demand for Scheduled Tribe (ST) sta-
tus.The violence has left 258 people
dead and thousands homeless, with
sporadic unrest continuing to plague
the region. Congress leaders have
accused the government of neglecting
the crisis in Manipur while prioritiz-
ing celebratory events and photo-
ops.As the nation debates the Prime
Minister's choices, the juxtaposition
of the Kapoor family meeting and the
ongoing unrest in Manipur has stirred
significant political discourse.

Mahila Samman

- implem entation.However,
. the scheme's progress
. encountered hurdles due to

budgetary constraints
%1 raised by the Finance
N department, indicating a

| potential bureaucratic slow-
down. Despite these chal-
lenges, the AAP govern-
§ ment's decision to approve
the Mahila Samman Yojana
reflects its dedication to
supporting women in the
capital. This development is
part of the broader narrative
of the AAP's governance
and electoral strategy, focusing on
welfare schemes and social support
systems to garner support among
Delhi's voters. As the city prepares for
another electoral battle, the imple-
mentation of the Mahila Samman
Yojana will be closely watched by
constituents and political analysts
alike, marking a significant step in the
government's efforts to enhance the
lives of women across Delhi.
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