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The suppression of dissent, coupled
with the growing boldness of extremist ide-
ologies, risks steering the nation towards a
fundamentalist Islamist statelt is increasingly
clear that fundamentalist Islamist organisa-
tions, which are pathologically hostile to India
as well as to all secular and democratic per-
sons and organisations in Bangladesh, are
increasingly calling the shots in that country
under the rule of its interim government. An
indication of this is the relentless persecution
of Shahriar Kabir, an internationally
acclaimed author, journalist, champion of
human rights, democracy and secularism, and
a tireless campaigner to bring to justice the
perpetrators of war crimes during
Bangladesh’s liberation war in 1971. He con-
tinues to languish in Kashimpur jail under ter-
rible conditions. Despite being designated as a
prisoner of conscience by Amnesty
International, a magistrate’s order giving him
Division One status, which would give him a
separate room and other facilities remains to
be carried out. This is because the deputy
commissioner of Ghazipur district, where
Kashimpur prison, where he is lodged, is
located, has not signed the order, which will
be effective only after his signature is affixed
to it. Nor, according to reports, does he seem
inclined to sign it soon.As a result, Kabir, who
IS 74-years-old has to live among common
prisoners and sleep on the floor during a cold
winter as his health continues to deteriorate.
Earlier, during a remand hearing at Dhaka’s
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court on 20
October, Kabir had complained that he was
not receiving adequate medical treatment in
jail. On November 2, he was taken to Shaheed
Tajuddin Ahmed Medical College Hospital
for a check-up. According to its deputy-direc-
tor, he suffered from various old age-related
ailments but these were not critical.Kabir has
high blood pressure and diabetes and a large
accumulation of stones in his kidney. Blood is
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coming out with his stool. Given the role of
the deputy commissioner, who presumably
has nothing personal against him, it is difficult
not to feel that the it is the interim govern-
ment, led by Nobel laureate Chief Advisor
Muhammad Yunus, that wants to deny him
Division One status. That it continues to do so
despite considerable international demand for
his release is clearly the result of pressure
from organisations like the Hefazat-e-Islam
(Hefazat) and Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
(Jamaat).Hefazat’s hand in Kabir’s persecu-
tion is clear from the fact that one of the sev-
eral charges on which he has been jailed was
filed with Bangladesh’s International Crimes
Tribunal on August 20, 2024, by Mufti Harun
Izhar Chowdhury, Hefazat’s joint secretary. It
showed him, along with Sheikh Hasina, as
one of the 23 accused, charged with crimes
against humanity and mass killing in connec-
tion with the violent clashes between
Hefazat’s supporters and members of security
forces and Awami League activists during it
rally in Dhaka, on May 5, 2013, to press its
13-point charter of demands. The latter
included demand for a stricter dress code as
ordained by Islam, a ban on statues, candle-
light vigils and public mixing of men and
women, besides the scrapping of the Awami
League government’s women’s development
policy. Also, it demanded the designation of
Ahmadiyas as “non-Muslims.”The charter
underlined the fundamentalist ideology of
Hefazat which was formed in 2010 to oppose
the Awami League government’s women’s
development policy promising women equal
rights to property. Comprising mainly of
Sunni clerics heading a network of 19,199
Quami madrassas and its students in
Bangladesh, it has considerable power to
mobilise in the streets. Its intensely anti-India
orientation was reflected in its violent protests
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
to Dhaka on the occasion of the 50th anniver-
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sary of Bangladesh’s independence on March
26, 2021. Thirteen 13 persons were killed and
scores injured in clashes between its support-
ers and members of the security forces and
Awami League’s supporters.While the
Hefazat is not calling all the shots in the inter-
im government, it certainly has a wide meas-
ure of influence and has its way wherever it
wants, however small or big the event or the
demand is. The “Mahati Sadhusanga and
Lalon Mela”(great gathering of sadhus and
Lalon fair) hosted by Muktidham Ashram and
Lalon Academy in Madya Narsingpur,
Kashipur Union Parishad in Narayanganj, was
scheduled to begin on November 22, 2024.
There was to be singing, dancing, festivities
and food. Baul singers and devotee from all
over Bangladesh were coming over for the
occasion. The district administration, howev-
er, ordered its cancellation. A report in The
Daily Star (November 23, 2024) quoted Fakir
Shah Jalal, founder of the ashram and acade-
my, said, “All arrangements had been made,
but the administration did not permit the
event, citing warning from some members of
the “Muslim” community. Even when we
requested to hold the event indoors, without
loudspeakers, it was denied.”A spiritual
leader, philosopher, mystic poet and social
reformer, Lalon articulated a weltanschauung,
which encompassed the essence of the Bhakti
cult and Sufism, rejected all distinctions of
caste, class and creed, opposed theological
conflicts and racism. It is not surprising that
such a person would be anathema to funda-
mentalist Islamists. The report in The Daily
Star, cited above, had stated that Hefazat-e-
Islam leader Maulana Abdul Auwal had
warned the administration in a speech to stop
the event or face intervention by
protestors.Other Islamist organisations are
also flexing their muscles. Speaking at a
grand convention of the District Qaumi
Madrasa Council in Dhaka on November 25,

Unraveling the elicate threads of hum

Communication is the lifeblood of
human connection, yet it remains one of
the most intricate and fragile aspects of
our existenceConversation is a delicate
business. It is made even more fragile by
being central to all human interaction. The
more knowledgeable individuals feel that
communication is only partially through
words. It can also be through eyes, through
touch, through gestures, and even through
silence. The list can go on. This makes
communication not only complicated but
also a sensitive matter. Communication
can be with oneself. It can be between two
persons, or in groups. It can be a short dis-
tance or a long distance. The possibilities
are immense. The pitch of the voice could
matter. The eye’s movement can be an
intervening variable, and sometimes the
more well-versed practice cross-communi-
cation. It means giving one message
through one medium and another through
another. In other words, it can be one mes-
sage through words and another message
through the eyes. If technology intervenes,
it becomes even more complex. The tech-
nological interventions can be through a
medium such as a handset, a telephone, or,
in some parts, a piece of paper. In the past,
pigeons have been known to serve a useful
purpose. The permutations and combina-
tions are immense, and each has a value,
just as each medium has a context.Like in
the case of many essentials in life, there is
no primer available and there is no one
author who has covered comprehensively

all aspects of communication. Hence,
much of this is on learning by
practice.Much of this is also learning by
grief because in the absence of a proper
‘Guru’ one can only learn by trial and
error.Many relationships get under strain
or break because one meaning is intended,
but another meaning gets conveyed. This
can sometimes be incomplete or even dis-
torted. Put simply, coding and decoding a
message is a complex process and has to
do with many variables, most of which
may not be under the control of the parties
involved. Hence, it could become like fid-
dling with wires in the dark. The solutions
are not difficult if they are systematically
put into operation. In early childhood,
when a person is being taught words, it
would be helpful if the person is also
helped to choose the better word to com-
municate his ideas. Proper pronunciation

should also be taught. If the
circumstances permit bye
linguicism or multi-lin-
. guicism can be practiced.
This would help adjustment
to different levels of people;
. people of different ages and
- from different contexts. The
| solutions are known just as
. much as the problems are
known. But there is little sys-
tematic attempt to put it in a
frame and help better com-
munication. It is obvious that
communication can be
between two people of equal age, between
somebody who is older and somebody
younger, people of the same gender, peo-
ple of the opposite gender, people with
prior antecedents of relationships, and
people with no prior antecedents of rela-
tionships. The contexts are huge and
almost impossible to exhaustively list.
This is not to say that the problem is not
solvable or cannot be handled. The usual
response when there is a lack of clarity on
where to begin, one should begin just
somewhere and hope that it runs on satis-
factorily. If it is not entirely satisfactory, it
can be corrected as one goes along. Being
inundated by problems and not beginning
at all cannot be the answer. Sometimes a
simple problem can be so elusive that it
becomes difficult to structure it for a solu-
tion. Effective communication is one such
problem.Any discussion touching on com-
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Bangladesh S secular fabric under siege

Mamunul Haque, the secretary general of
Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis, described the
August 5 revolution as a significant step
toward an Islamic revolution in Bangladesh,
adding that the country was destined to under-
go an Islamist transformation.Not surprising-
ly, Ahmadiyas and Sufis have come under
attack. Several of the former’s mosques were
attacked on August 6. A violent mob
destroyed Baba Pagla Ali’s Sufi shrine at
Sherpur district on August 29; another such
mob vandalised and looted Ismail Pagla’s
shrine in Sirajganj district on September
3.Meanwhile two Islamist terrorist outfits—
Ansar al-Islam (erstwhile Ansarullah Bangla
Team) and Hijb-ut Tahrir (Tahrir) are increas-
ingly active. Despite the ban on Tahrir, its
supporters organised, on August 9, a rally in
Dhaka city and demanded the establishment
of an Islamic Caliphate in Bangladesh. Also,
the statues of two police officers who died
fighting the terrorists at the Holey Artisan
Bakery in July 2016, have been destroyed
and a Hijb-ut Tahrir poster has been found at
the site. Despite the arrest of its media coordi-
nator in Dhaka in early October, its activities
continue, albeit clandestinely, in many parts
of Bangladesh.This is because the interim
government is pursuing a much softer line
against both Ansar al-Islam and Tahrir than
Sheikh Hasina’s government. An example is
the release of the ‘chief’ of Ansar al-Islam on
bail on August 26. As a consequence, while
the Hefazat and Jamaat are riding high and
terrorist bodies are quietly active, champions
of secularism like Shahriar Kabir are impris-
oned and organisations opposing communal-
ism are apprehensive and defensive. In a situ-
ation like this, one can hardly rule out
Bangladesh slowly sliding towards becoming
a fundamentalist Islamist country and even an
exporter of terrorism.

Interaction

munication will be incomplete without the
realisation, as already noted, that commu-
nication is not always with words. There is
an oft-repeated quote to the effect of ‘if
you cannot understand my silence, you
will not understand my words’.
Interestingly, silence also communicates,
and there are different types of silence.
Often, body language takes over, but that
is another matter. Unfortunately, commu-
nication through silence also needs deep
insights and research,Communication can
be between people where one of the limbs
that is centrally used in communication,
loses its function or becomes unusable.
For example, if someone has a problem
with listening through one ear, the best
course of action would be to help the per-
son concerned restore their hearing
through the other ear.However, this may
not always work. So options and support
systems have to be generated. Like in
many things, psychological factors
become very heavily involved, and unfor-
tunately, those who are not capable of deep
thought fumble more. There is a case for
serious research on all aspects of the com-
munication enumerated above and more
research on communication per se, in a
scholastic mode, would help.Till then, one
can only hope that the general conversa-
tion on communication will alleviate the
confusion that sometimes arises on com-
munication points. One also hopes that
research will help good communication all
around.
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)0l Contestfrom New el Seat, Labes It Common Manvs C Sons'Bat

In the upcoming Delhi Assembly
Elections set for February 2025, former
Chief Minister and Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Arvind Kejriwal has put to
rest any rumors about changing his con-
stituency. He has affirmed his decision to
run from the New Delhi seat. This
announcement came during his appear-
ance at the 'Agenda Aaj Tak' event in
Delhi, where Kejriwal framed the electoral
battle in his constituency as a showdown
between "CM sons and the common man."
The AAP is aiming for its fourth consecu-
tive victory in these elections, asserting
that the campaign will be spearheaded
under Kejriwal's leadership. He confident-
ly stated, "This election is being fought in
the name of Kejriwal, and | will become
the Chief Minister of Delhi," emphasizing

the temporary position
of current  Chief B3¢
Minister Atishi, who
filled in during his
absence due to legal
issues related to the
excise policy
case.Kejriwal's decla- '§

ration also included “=*
confirmation that Atishi would continue to
represent the Kalkaji constituency, dis-
missing any speculation about her moving
to another seat. "There will be no change.
I will contest from New Delhi seat and
Chief Minister Atishi from Kalkaji," he
clarified, underscoring the stability in the
party's candidate lineup for the key seats.
The AAP's strategy seems to revolve
around leveraging the personal brands of

. its high-profile leaders to

» secure a strong mandate in
the forthcoming elections.In
~ a strategic shift, the party has
¢ ' relocated former Deputy

| Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia from the Patparganj
to the Jangpura seat.
Moreover, newcomer Awadh
Ojha has been selected to contest from
Patparganj, indicating a reshuffle designed
to optimize the AAP's electoral prospects.
Sisodia took to X to express his gratitude
towards the AAP leadership for entrusting
him with the Jangpura candidacy, reflect-
ing on his journey from an educator to a
politician committed to Delhi's education-
al reform.The electoral landscape of the
New Delhi constituency is shaping up to

be a high-profile contest, with the
Congress nominating Sandeep Dikshit,
son of three-time Delhi CM Sheila
Dikshit, and the BJP expected to field
Parvesh Verma, son of former CM Sahib
Singh Verma, against Kejriwal. This sets
the stage for a significant political show-
down, highlighting the contrast between
political legacies and Kejriwal's *common
man" persona.Looking ahead, Delhi is
poised for its assembly elections with all
70 constituencies going to polls by
February 2025. The last election in
February 2020 saw the AAP securing the
state government, marking Kejriwal's third
term as the Chief Minister. The tenure of
the current 7th Delhi Assembly will con-
clude on 15 February 2025, setting the
timeline for this pivotal electoral event.
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The Maharashtra government, led by
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), is gearing
up for a significant cabinet expansion,
scheduled for December 15 in Nagpur. This
development is in anticipation of the winter
session of the state legislature, which com-
mences on December 16. The expansion is
set to include the induction of up to 30 min-
isters, marking a pivotal moment in the
state's political landscape.In a grand cere-
mony held in Mumbai on December 5,
Devendra Fadnavis was sworn in as the
Chief Minister. He was accompanied by
Shiv Sena's Eknath Shinde and NCP's Ajit
Pawar, who assumed the roles of Deputy
Chief Ministers. This event underscored the
formation of a coalition government in the
state, reflecting a collaborative approach
among the leading political factions.The
process leading up to the cabinet expansion
has been characterized by intensive discus-
sions and strategic planning. Chandras
hekhar Bawankule, the BJP state president,
alongside Deputy CMs Shinde and Pawar,
engaged in crucial meetings to finalize the
cabinet lineup. These discussions took place
at Pawar's Deogiri bungalow in South
Mumbai, signifying the meticulous efforts
behind the formation of the government's
new face.The narrative surrounding the for-
mation of the Maharashtra government has
been filled with unexpected turns, including
Eknath Shinde's initial decision to decline a
governmental role, preferring instead to
concentrate on strengthening the party's
organizational structure. Never theless, Shi
nde was eventually convinced to embr ace
the position of Deputy Chief Mini ster, high-
lighting the dynamic nature of polit ical allia
nces and leadership roles within the state.

il

On Friday, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Wayanad MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra delivered
impassioned speeches during the
debate.Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
initiated the discussion by underscoring
the Constitution's historical signifi-
cance and its role in shaping India's
governance and global standing. He
reflected on its origins, which arose
from extensive deliberations, and
stressed how the Constitution embodies
India’s civilisational values. Singh also
addressed recent efforts to politicise its
legacy.In a direct critique of the
Congress, Singh condemned attempts
to attribute the creation of India's
Constitution to a specific political
party, asserting that such efforts over-
look the contributions of numerous
individuals and the Constitution's deep-
rooted connection to India's culture and
civilisation."There has always been an
attempt by a particular party to hijack
the work of Constitution making...
Today | want to make it clear, that our
Constitution is not the gift of a single
party. The Constitution of India was
made by the people of India, in accor-

I tu
dance with the values of India... Our
government under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
working with the spirit of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas
and Sabka Prayas, our government is
working in accordance with the
Dharma written in the Constitution of
India. Our Const itution is progres-
sive, inclusive, transformative... This
IS our country where a person born in
a poor family can also become the
Prime Minister of the country and he
can also become the President of the

country,” Rajnath Singh said.
Priyanka Gandhi's maiden speech in

Parliament
In her maiden address in the Lok
Sabha, Congress leader Priyanka

Gandhi launched an attack on the ruling
government, accusing it of attempting
to dismantle the 'kavach' (shield) over
the past decade."In the struggle of
crores of Indians, in their strength to
battle the toughest situations, and in
their hope of justice from the country,
the flame of our Constitution is burn-
ing. Our Constitution is 'suraksha
kavach' (safety armour). Such a 'surak-

i

i

sha kavach' that keeps the citizens safe
- it is a 'kavach' of justice, of unity, of
Right to Express. It is sad that in 10
years, colleagues of the ruling side who
make big claims have made all attempts
to break down this 'kavach'. The Const
itution promises social, economic and
political justice. These promises are a
safety armour and work to break this
has begun. Through lateral entry and
privatisation, this government is trying
to weaken reservation," Priyanka Gan
dhi said.The first session of the winter
Parliament began on November 25,
with both Houses adjourning early due
to disruptions. The session is scheduled
to continue until December 20.

Ambedkar's Writings Misinterpreted After

His Death: Kiren Rijiju

The Indian Constitution is not
only the longest but also the most
beautiful in the world,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju said on Saturday during the
discussion on the 75th anniversary of
the adoption of the Constitution of
India.Rijiju said, "'l come from such a

first and cars later because it was

only after | became an MP that the - =

roads for cars were built. When

Prime Minister Modi gave me the ==
opportunity to sit in the place where 'i=— S8
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar had _ ity

sat.When | became the law minister

of this country. Before assuming the
post of Law Minister, | first tried to
understand what Baba  Saheb
Ambedkar wanted and what all things
and thoughts were in his mind that he
could not do. Our Constitution is not
only the largest Constitution in the
world but also the most beautiful in the

o/

region where | have seen airplane '

Union g

world."The former Law Minister stated
that the ideas and writings by Dr BR
Ambedkar has been misinterpreted
after his death, pointing out that Baba
Saheb had renounced Hinduism, but he
was never hostile towards it."BR
Ambedkar never spoke anything
against any religion. There were certain
practices like untouchability in Hindu

In Parliament

society. He fought against these
_. practices. He took Diksha and
after a few months he passed away
he couldn't share his thoughts after
being initiated into the Buddhist
religion.Baba Sahab's thoughts
and writings were misinterpreted
later on after his demise and it was
said that Baba Sahab renounced
the Hindu religion so we have to
= fight against it, This is not the case
this is not what he thought. Baba
% Sahab said | am going to opt for a
religion which doesn't harbour the
/Y hierarchy of caste, but he was

never antagonistic against the
Hindu religion,” he added.The Lok
Sabha is witnessing a two-day debate
on the Constitution to commemorate
the beginning of the 75th year of its
adoption.Defence Minister Singh and
Wayanad MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
delivered fiery speeches in the House
on Friday.
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