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Syria’s collapse: Foreign meacling and economic ruin

As allies like Iran pressured Assad for
reforms, and Western nations explored
conditional sanctions relief, Syria became
a battleground of competing geopolitical
manoeuvringBy the end of November, the
situation in Syria was dire. Government
forces were on the brink of exhaustion,
stretched thin by an economic crisis that
spiralled out of control. Soldiers earned a
paltry $7 a month, with even high-ranking
officers receiving only $40. This was in
blunt contrast to militia fighters funded by
external powers, who earned up to $2,000
monthly. This glaring disparity revealed
not just economic fault lines but the extent
of foreign intervention sustaining these
militias. Meanwhile, protests erupted
across Suwayda province, historically a
stronghold of Assad support, highlighting
widespread famine, collapsing services,
and the devaluation of the Syrian pound.
Discontent was palpable, threatening to
upend the regime’s fragile grasp on
power.lran, Syria’s long-time ally, report-
edly pressured Assad to address these chal-
lenges. Tehran’s warnings accentuated the
erosion of public trust and a crumbling
economy, urging decisive action. Yet
Assad seemed increasingly aloof, alleged-
ly seeking new alliances with Gulf nations,
hoping these relationships would secure
his future.By December, reports emerged
that the United States and the United Arab
Emirates were considering lifting sanc-
tions on Assad—nbut only if he severed ties
with Iran and halted arms transfers to
Hezbollah. This diplomatic manoeuvre
was a calculated strategy to weaken
Assad’s regime further. Relief from Caesar
sanctions was an unlikely prospect given
Washington’s decade-long effort to dis-

Aforgott

In a world dominated by geopoliti-
cal rivalries, economic uncertainties and
environmental degradation, food security
concerns are relegated to
backgroundWorld politics today faces a
myriad of challenges, including cyber
fraud, widespread corruption, trans-
national terrorism, and the relentless use
of weapons of mass destruction in region-
al conflicts such as the West Asian crises
and the ongoing Ukraine-Russia war.
These issues are compounded by a refugee
crisis of enormous proportions, environ-
mental degradation, and the growing fre-
quency of natural disasters. Among these
pressing concerns, food security remains a
critical yet often overlooked challenge that
affects nations worldwide.Food security,
as defined by the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations
at the 1996 Rome World Food Summit,
exists when “all people, at all times, have
physical and economic access to suffi-
cient, safe, and nutritious food that meets
their dietary needs and food preferences
for an active and healthy life.” This defini-
tion underscores the importance of not
only physical availability but also eco-
nomic access to food, emphasising both
quantity and nutritional quality.According
to the FAO’s Food Insecurity Scale, over
half of the population in low-income coun-
tries lives under food-insecure conditions,
with about one-third facing severe crises.
Globally, approximately 789 million peo-
ple lack adequate food, and this number
rises to an alarming 2.4 billion when
micronutrient deficiencies are considered.
Food security issues can be categorised

mantle the Assad family rule. The outcome
was preordained: Assad was isolated, and
the geopolitical chessboard advanced.The
trajectory of Assad’s downfall mirrors a
broader pattern in Western foreign policy.
Leaders once celebrated as reformers—
from Saddam Hussein to Muammar
Gaddafi—are vilified when their geopolit-
ical utility wanes. Assad, who was once
lauded for fostering coexistence among
Syria’s religious and ethnic groups,
became the West’s pariah.In 2010, Syria
was a stable nation, ranked seventh on The
New York Times’ “31 best places to visit.”
Assad met with Queen Elizabeth, hosted
Nancy Pelosi, and welcomed Pope John
Paul Il. Yet the West’s affection was short-
lived. As geopolitical calculations shifted,
Assad’s regime was recast as the antithesis
of democracy, paving the way for inter-
vention. The Syrian conflict was never just
a civil war. It was a proxy war fueled by
external actors. Over 100,000 jihadists
were funnelled into Syria, backed by a
coalition of nations. The United States,
Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar allegedly
provided financial and logistical
support. Turkey and Jordan facilitated arms
shipments and fighter transport. Western
media amplified anti-Assad narratives,
while the UK-backed White Helmets
shaped public perceptions. Each player
pursued its agenda, yet all converged on a
singular goal: regime change. The motiva-
tions driving this coalition were diverse.
The United States and Israel sought
regional hegemony, neutralising perceived
threats while advancing the Greater Israel
project. Qatar’s pipeline ambitions clashed
with Assad’s preference for an Iranian
alternative, further entrenching

into two broad areas: quantity and quality.
These challenges encompass five key
dimensions: food availability, price

divisions.These dynamics turned Syria
into a battleground for competing inter-
ests, with devastating consequences for its
people.By late 2013, the influx of foreign
fighters intensified. Western nations grap-
pled with their citizens joining extremist
groups in Syria. The UK reported approx-
imately 600 fighters, while France con-
tributed around 1,200.Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Sweden also faced sig-
nificant outflows. However, the greatest
contributions came from West Asia and
North Africa, with Tunisia leading at 3,000
fighters, followed by Saudi Arabia at
2,500.Russia’s involvement, particularly
from regions like Chechnya, underscored
the conflict’s global reach. The arms sup-
ply chain further exacerbated the war. Gulf
states like Qatar and Saudi Arabia alleged-
ly supplied weapons, supported by over
160 military cargo flights. These arms,
transported through Turkey and Jordan,
sustained rebel factions. European nations,
such as Croatia, indirectly contributed by
routing surplus weapons through Jordan.
This complex web of arms smuggling
empowered extremist groups, further
destabilising Syria. Western hypocrisy was
stark.While denouncing Assad’s regime,
the United States supported “moderate
rebels” aligned with Al Qaeda and ISIS.
Declassified documents revealed this
duplicity. In 2012, General Michael
Flynn’s memo to the Pentagon warned that
the opposition included jihadist factions.
Similarly, Hillary Clinton’s advisor, Jake
Sullivan, acknowledged in an email that
“Al Qaeda is on our side in Syria.” The
West’s support for these groups undercut
its claims of promoting democracy, reveal-
ing a strategy rooted in destabilisation.

volatility, inclusive access, proper utilisa- FQ®

tion, and stability. Price volatility, particu-
larly in low-income countries, exacerbates

food insecurity as most people lack the g

resources to access nutrient-rich food.
Recognising the severity of global food
insecurity, the United Nations included
food security among its 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in the 2015
‘2030 Agenda’. The second SDG aims to
“end hunger, achieve food security and
improved nutrition, and promote sustain-
able agriculture.” Complementary goals,
such as SDG 6 (“Ensure availability and
sustainable management of water and san-
itation for all””) and SDG 12 (“Ensure sus-
tainable consumption and production pat-
terns”), further emphasize the need for
sustainable practices in achieving food
security. Governments worldwide have
been urged to align their food and agricul-
ture policies with these goals to ensure
their populations receive adequate, nutri-
tious food in a sustainable manner.Food
insecurity leads to numerous problems at
both household and societal levels.
Household food insecurity, for instance,
has been linked to suboptimal sleep pat-
terns and reduced immunity against dis-
eases.To address these issues, the United
Nations reaffirmed its commitment to safe
and nutritious food access during the 2012
UN Conference on Sustainable Develop
ment. This commitment was encapsulated
in the ‘Future We Want’ document. The
conference also saw the launch of the

‘Zero Hunger Challenge’ (ZHC) by then-
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, aim-
ing to eliminate hunger and malnutrition
globally by 2030. A cornerstone of the
ZHC is the goal to make “all food systems

sustainable,” encompassing clean water,
sustainable energy, responsible food con-
sumption and production, and climate
action—achievable through national poli-
cies and international cooperation.The
1987 Brundtland Report, titled Our
Common Future, defined sustainable
development as “development that meets
the needs of the present without compro-
mising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.” India, since its
independence in 1947, has made signifi-
cant strides in building food security by
establishing agricultural institutions such
as the Indian Agricultural Research
Institute under the guidance of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR).Advancements in genetic engi-
neering and biotechnology hold promise
for addressing agricultural challenges,
improving food quality, and increasing
global food availability. However, con-

Atrocity propaganda became a central tool
in the anti-Assad narrative. Staged chemi-
cal attacks, amplified by the White
Helmets, justified military
intervention.Western media perpetuated
these fabrications, obscuring the reality on
the ground. Idlib province, under “rebel”
control, became a dystopian preview of
Syria’s potential future: public executions,
forced veiling of women, and sectarian
slogans. This grim reality highlighted the
consequences of regime change.Operation
Timber Sycamore, the CIA’s covert pro-
gramme, exemplified Western duplicity.
Billions of dollars in weapons were fun-
nelled to extremist factions, prolonging the
war.The irony was stark: the West, claim-
ing to combat terrorism, empowered the
very groups destabilising the region.
Syria’s devastation became a witness to
the destructive nature of interventionist
policies. Syria’s collapse parallels other
Western interventions. Irag’s 2003 inva-
sion, justified by the false pretext of
weapons of mass destruction, left the
nation in tatters. Libya, once Africa’s
wealthiest country, descended into anarchy
following Gaddafi’s overthrow—these
interventions, framed as humanitarian mis-
sions, unleashed chaos, empowering
extremist factions and creating power vac-
uums.The broader motivations behind
these actions lie in geopolitics.Syria’s
strategic location, its role as a buffer
between Iran and Israel, and its proximity
to oil-rich regions made it a prime target.
The West’s desire to reshape the region’s
political structure has driven decades of
intervention, often with catastrophic con-
sequences. Meanwhile, allies like Saudi
Arabia and Turkey, despite their human

en crisis amid global turmoll

cerns persist about biosafety risks
posed by genetically modified organ-

aw fer, and disposal of these organisms, as

recommended by global institutions
like the World Bank, are critical to

nations prioritising dominance over
addressing pressing issues such as
hunger, poverty, environmental degra-
dation and unemployment.
Biotechnology, if harnessed effectively,
can address these challenges by creating
opportunities for producing higher-quality
food, reducing pollution, generating jobs,
and fostering economic growth. This, in
turn, could promote international coopera-
tion and reduce global tensions, paving the
way for peace. Investments in research
and development can yield innovative
solutions to hunger, malnutrition and food
adulteration, transforming biotechnology
into a force for global good.However, two
major apprehensions regarding biotech-
nology persist. First, it may deepen the
divide between developed and developing
nations. Second, globalisation could
threaten the survival of indigenous food
industries. Despite these concerns, the
potential benefits of biotechnology in
transforming global food and energy sys-
tems into a philanthropic movement can-
not be overlooked. Food security initia-
tives must rise above geopolitical rivalries,
embracing inclusivity and shared respon-
sibilities. India, with its emphasis on inclu-
sive diplomacy, has the potential to play a
pivotal role in this endeavor.
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Ajit Doval, India's National Security
Adviser, is poised to head to China in the near
future with the purpose of advancing discussions
aimed at resolving the protracted border dispute
between the two nations. This move comes after a
successful disengagement of forces along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC), according to sources
familiar with the situation. The anticipation
around Doval's visit underscores a significant step
towards addressing the decades-long standoff that
has frequently strained India-China relations.The
visit, which is in the process of being scheduled,
could see Doval in Beijing either by the end of the
year or in early January for discussions under the
Special Representatives mechanism on the border
issue. This mechanism was established in 2003
with the goal of outlining a settlement for the
boundary dispute. Doval's Chinese counterpart in
these discussions is Wang Yi, the Chinese foreign
minister, marking a continuation of their dialogue
since their last encounter in September.Doval and
Wang Yi last convened on the sidelines of a meet-
ing in St. Petersburg on September 12. Their dis-
cussions were pivotal in finalizing the arrange-
ments that led to the October 21 agreement on the
disengagement of frontline forces at Demchok
and Depsang, two critical friction points. This
upcoming meeting of the Special Representatives
will build on recent high-level engagements
between the two countries, including meetings
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping, and between the
external affairs and defence ministers of the two
nations.Since its inception, the Special
Representatives mechanism has conducted 22 for-
mal rounds of talks, the most recent being in 2019.
It was specifically created to explore solutions for
the border dispute. The mechanism has been
instrumental, particularly during the military
standoff beginning in April-May 2020, in attempt-
ing to de-escalate tensions. Talks under this
framework have been crucial, especially in the
wake of the Galwan Valley clash in June 2020,
which resulted in casualties on both sides and sig-
nificantly deteriorated India-China relations to a
nadir not seen since the 1962 border conflict.In
the aftermath of the recent disengagement, there's
cautious optimism about further thawing in the
bilateral relationship. Prime Minister Modi and
President Xi's decision to revive dialogue mecha-
nisms such as the Special Representatives talks
during their October meeting has been a pivotal
moment in this process. Following their decision,
the Working Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination (WMCC) on India-China border
affairs convened in New Delhi on December 5,
reinforcing the commitment to maintain peace
along the disputed frontier in accordance with
existing bilateral agreements and protocols.
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Infosys  co-founder  Narayana
Murthy has once again defended his com-
ment  about working a  70-hour
week.Speaking during a visit to Kolkata,
which he described as "the most cultured
place in the entire country,”" he stated that
young people must understand the impor-
tance of hard work in helping make India the
leading nation"At Infosys, | said we will
compare ourselves with the best global com-
panies. Once we compare ourselves with the
best, I can tell you that we Indians have a lot
to do. We must set our aspirations high
because 800 million Indians receive free
rations, meanmg they are in poverty. If we

are not willing to work hard, who will?"
Murthy said at the Indian Chamber of
Commerce centenary event. He was speak-
ing alongside RPSG Group chairman Sanjiv
Goenka.Reflecting on the experiences that
led him to become an entrepreneur, Murthy
shared that he was once a Leftist during
Jawaharlal Nehru's tenure as Prime Minister
when the Indian Institutes of Technology
were established."My father used to talk
about the extraordinary progress happening
at the time, and we were all supporters of
Nehru and socialism. | had the chance to
work in Paris in the early 70s, and | was con-
fused. The West criticised India as filthy and

corrupt, while in my country there was
poverty and the roads were full of potholes,"
he recalled."In the West, everyone was rea-
sonably prosperous, and trains ran on time,
which led me to believe they couldn't be
wrong. | met the leader of the French
Communist Party, and although he answered
my questions, | was not satisfied. | realised
the only way to fight poverty was to create
jobs that lead to disposable incomes. The
government has no role in entrepreneurship.
Entrepreneurs build a nation by creating
jobs, wealth for investors, and taxes."

Delni-Mumeal Expressiay Construction Halted:

Villagers

In a significant
development, construction
of the Delhi-Mumbai

Expressway has come to a
halt after representatives |
from 14 villages in Dahod
district, Central Gujarat,
collectively decided to
stop the work, according
to the Desh Gujarat report.
The decision, made during
a crucial meeting at Zalod,
came into effect today, as
the community seeks to
address grievances related
to the project that remain
unresolved.The key issue
driving the protest is the &
construction's impact on the natural
flow of rainwater. Villagers claim that
the elevated expressway has obstruct-
ed water passage, causing waterlog-
ging and crop damage. Despite multi-
ple requests for compensation, both
the construction company and the
National Highway Authority have
failed to respond, deepening the frus-
tration of the affected community.

[OreSt U

Delhi-Mumbai Expressway
Construction
In their efforts to resolve the situation,
villagers approached the Prant Officer
with a specific demand for compensa-

tion: two quintals each of wheat,
maize, and rice for every family that
has suffered crop losses. However,
their appeals were met with silence,
prompting the community to take

0p Losses In Gujarat

more drastic
action.After careful
deliberation, the vil-
lagers decided to
block the construc-
~ tion work on the
. expressway as a

| means to draw atten-
- tion to their plight
and pressure authori-
ties to address their
concerns. The block-
" ade, set for Monday,
" December 16, will
take place at Vasti
- Primary School, a
symbolic site for the
protest.As the day
draws nearer, the villagers' resolve
remains firm. Their actions highlight a
larger struggle for justice and com-
pensation in the face of development
projects that negatively affect local
communities. While the outcome is
yet to be determined, it is clear that the
villagers of Dahod district are com-
mitted to standing their ground until
their demands are met.

Gukesh Dommaraju Gets A Hero's Welcome
In India After Historic Chess Victory

World
Gukesh D

Chess
returned to

Champion
India on
Monday, days after making history at
the 2024 FIDE World Championship
in Singapore. The 18-year-old became

the youngest-ever World Chess
Champion, surpassing Russia's Garry
Kasparov's long-standing record, after

defeating Chin a's
Ding Liren in a
nail-biting  final.
Gukesh received a
hero's welcome at
the airport, with
officials from the
Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment and the
All India Chess
Federat ion present
to greet him. Spea
king to ANI, he
expressed his grat-
itude, saying,
"Thank you for all
the support. It
means a lot to
bring back the tro-
phy. | hope we can have a great time
celebrating together in the next few
days."Amid cheers from fans and
media, Gukesh said, "Your support
gave me a lot of energy. It's an amaz-
ing feeling to win the world champi-
onship." He further added, "l could
see the support and what it means to

India. You guys are amazing
MGukesh's  triumph came after a
thrilling match against Ding Liren,
which was tied at 6.5-6.5 heading into
the final game. Displaying remarkable
composure, Gukesh secured a 7.5-6.5
victory to claim the title. The FIDE
official X handle proudly announced,
"Gukesh D is the YOUNGEST
WORLD CHAMPION in history!
"Reflecting on his defeat, Ding Liren
acknowledged his opponent's bril-
liance, stating, "'l was in shock when |
realised | made a blunder. | played my
best tournament of the year and have
no regrets. It's a fair result."Gukesh is
only the second Indian to win the
world title after the legendary
Viswanathan Anand, who has been
instrumental in  mentoring him
through his academy. Anand's guid-
ance played a significant role in shap-
ing Gukesh's journey to the top.The
dramatic finale of the championship
concluded an intense series, with
Game 13 ending in a draw before the
decisive final round.
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