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Punjab’s agriculture is facing a har-
rowing reality—its lifeblood, the soil, is being
contaminated by toxic pesticide residues at
alarmingly high levelsit’s time to face the dis-
turbing truth about Punjab’s agriculture—and
it’s a nightmare. In districts like Bathinda,
Mansa, and Ludhiana, up to 60 per cent of
farm soil samples are infested with toxic pes-
ticide residues—including the deadly chemi-
cals endosulfan and carbofuran—at levels far
beyond what’s even remotely safe. This isn’t
just a warning; it’s a full-blown crisis, a tick-
ing time bomb, the result of irresponsible,
reckless pesticide and fertiliser abuse running
rampant in our fields.On World Soil Day—
December 5th—we’re forced to confront the
cold reality of a rapidly disintegrating agricul-
ture system, while the world’s been talking
about “Caring for Soils: Measure, Monitor,
and Manage”! The consequences of this mad-
ness are devastating. Our once fertile land is
transforming into a barren wasteland, and
that’s only the beginning. These toxic chemi-
cals aren’t just staying in the soil. They’re
seeping into our food chain—contaminating
every bite we take and slowly poisoning us
all. But it doesn’t stop there. These toxic
residues are embedding themselves into our
very DNA, passing down a legacy of genetic
mutations to our children and grandchil-
dren.We are breeding a future full of compro-
mised health and genetic decay. This is a
catastrophe that will echo across generations.
We’re not just destroying our present health;
we’re condemning our children to inherit the
consequences of our stupidity and greed. The
survival of future generations is at risk, and

Nepal

Nepal's deepening ties with
China through the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) have set alarm bells
ringing in New Delhilndia has cause for
extreme worry. In yet another indicator
of China’s growing sway over Nepal,
the two are moving forward to imple-
ment Beljing’s ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) in the Himalayan
nation. India is not only opposed to this
in principle on grounds of sovereignty
but also fears it will enable China to
increase its already considerable
inroads into Nepal.If 2017 marked
Nepal’s initial step to coming on board
the BRI with an MoU, the year 2024
marks a giant leap for the Himalayan
nation in that direction. A framework
agreement for cooperation on the BRI
was signed during Nepalese PM K P
Sharma Oli’s visit to China in early
December, apart from nine other pacts.
With the strategically located Himala
yan nation having become a hub for
Great Powers contestation, the US too
would be uneasy with the latest Beijing-
Kathmandu tango. While the US had
managed to get Nepal on board its own
Millennium Challenge Corporation
(MCC) Compact to fund Kathmandu’s
power and transport infrastructure, the
BRI seems far broader. Kathmandu is
trying to play down the framework as
just a continuation of the 2017 MoU.
The framework, however, underlines
Kathmandu and Beijing’s renewed push
for the BRI, an initiative on which New
Delhi harbours deep suspicions for
what it perceives as China’s hegemonic
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the clock is ticking—every moment of inac-
tion is a moment closer to irreversible genetic
damage. It’s time to wake up, stop burying our
heads in the sand, and confront this crisis
head-on before it’s too late for the survival of
future generations.The Pesticide Management
Bill, 2020: India’s regulatory framework for
pesticides, established in 1968, is woefully
outdated and incapable of addressing the
modern-day challenges posed by the rampant
overuse of agrochemicals. Although efforts to
amend this framework have been ongoing
since 2008, significant gaps remain in safe-
guarding farmers, consumers, and the envi-
ronment. The legislation—still governed by
the Insecticides Act of 1968 and the
Insecticides Rules of 1971—requires compre-
hensive reforms to address the multifaceted
risks associated with pesticide overuse.The
Pesticide Management Bill (PMB) 2020 was
introduced to replace outdated legislation, but
critical concerns must be addressed. While the
bill outlines pesticide registration and licens-
ing procedures, it must protect farmers more
adequately from hazardous exposure.
Statistics from Pesticide Action Network
(PAN) International paint a grim picture:
approximately 11,000 deaths globally are
attributed to accidental pesticide poisoning
annually, with India accounting for a stagger-
ing 6,600 fatalities. These numbers highlight
critical deficiencies in pesticide usage proto-
cols and safety measures.Farmers and rural
communities often bear the brunt of chemical
exposures, especially in agriculturally inten-
sive regions. For instance, Punjab, which
heavily depends on rice and wheat cultivation,

19 THURSDAY DECEMBER 2024

reports alarming pesticide consumption rates.
With an average usage of 77 kg/hectare, sig-
nificantly above the national average of 62
kg/hectare, Punjab ranks third in India after
UP and Mabharashtra for pesticide consump-
tion.A study by the Central Soil Salinity
Research Institute (CSSRI) revealed that 6.74
million hectares of land in India are affected
by salinity, a condition exacerbated by the
overuse of agrochemicals. Persistent pesticide
application has been found to reduce micro-
bial biomass by 30-50 per cent, compromising
soil fertility and diminishing the land’s ability
to provide essential nutrients to crops.A Call
for Robust RegulationPesticides—insecti-
cides, fungicides, or herbicides—play a vital
role in modern agriculture. However, their
toxic nature necessitates stringent oversight
throughout their lifecycle, from production to
disposal. The current regulatory framework
lacks provisions for periodic review of regis-
tered pesticides based on emerging toxicolog-
ical data. This oversight exposes the public to
significant health risks, particularly in a coun-
try where improper handling of pesticides is
widespread.Training and Awareness: A
Neglected Imperative Over the past three
decades, the indiscriminate use of pesticides
has surged, often driven by aggressive mar-
keting strategies that portray chemical inputs
as indispensable for high crop yields.The lim-
ited scale of training initiatives highlights the
need for more current efforts. Between 1994-
95 and 2021-22, the Plant Protection
Department of Agriculture and Farming
Welfare Ministry trained only 585,000 farm-
ers in Integrated Pest Management (IPM), a
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Desticids are poisoning the Punjab soll

dismal figure in a nation with over 150 mil-
lion farmers. According to the International
Code of Conduct on Pesticide Management,
governments and industry stakeholders must
provide comprehensive training and informa-
tion to farmers and retailers. Yet, the imple-
mentation of these guidelines still needs to be
more robust. Retailers often serve as farmers’
sole point of contact, and in many cases, they
disseminate misleading or incomplete infor-
mation. Data Collection: Bridging Critical
GapsThe absence of robust data collection
mechanisms further undermines India’s regu-
latory ecosystem.The National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) documents pesticide poison-
ing deaths only if they are registered as
medico-legal cases, excluding countless
instances of non-institutional exposure and
chronic health effects. This data void impedes
effective policymaking and perpetuates a lack
of accountability among
stakeholders.Addressing Weak Grievance
Mechanisms: One of the most glaring defi-
ciencies in India’s pesticide regulation is the
lack of accessible grievance redressal sys-
tems. Farmers and agricultural workers
exposed to pesticides face prohibitive costs
and lengthy procedures when seeking justice.
Meanwhile, state governments can impose
only temporary bans on hazardous pesticides,
typically lasting 60 days, exposing vulnerable
communities to ongoing risks.Personal
Protective  Equipment: A  Forgotten
NecessityThe Pesticide Management Bill
2020 neglects the safety of small-scale farm-
ers, who often lack access to affordable, cli-
mate-appropriate personal protective equip-

mbraces China’s BRI

ambitions through debt-trap diplomacy.
Sovereignty is another major concern,
with the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), another project under

BRI, passing through Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir. India is certainly worried
about PM Oli-led Nepal once again
moving into China’s sphere of influ-
ence. The CPN-UML leader is widely
seen as being pro-China, and bilateral
ties with India were prickly during his
previous stints as the PM. India has yet
to host Oli since he took charge as PM
in July this year for the fourth time,
with him first heading for Beijing, in a
break from the tradition of visiting New
Delhi.Also, showing scant regard for
New Delhi’s sensitivities, the Oli gov-
ernment recently allowed 220 Buddhist
monks from China to travel to Lumbini,
the birthplace of Gautam Buddha even
as the Nanhai Buddhism Shenzhen
roundtable was being held in
Kathmandu.Oli delivered the inaugural
address at this roundtable. There were

_ also reports the China-
appointed Panchen
Lama would travel to
Lumbini, though it did
not eventually hap
pen.The OIli govern-
ment’s encouragement
of Beijing’s concerted
moves to claim
Buddhism as a shared
heritage will not go
down well with New
Delhi, which has been
making its efforts to
build on its shared Buddhist heritage
with Nepal. Kathmandu’s thrust on
greater economic cooperation with
Beijing — the BRI is part of this endeav-
our — would also whittle down India’s
influence over Nepal. The BRI frame-
work agreement, incidentally, also
envisages the opening of branches of
Chinese banks and financial institutions
in Nepal. India has traditionally had
deep economic linkages with Nepal,
nurtured in no small measure due to
reasons of geography — the two neigh-
bours share a long and porous 1,751-
km-long border.This, along with the
landlocked nature of Nepal, has helped
India become its largest trading partner.
During the 2022-23 fiscal, bilateral
trade was pegged at $8.85 billion. This
included $8 billion of exports from
India to Nepal, with $840 million of
exports in the reverse direction. As per
the Nepal Rastra Bank, India's share in
Nepal’s trade accounted for 64.1% in
2022-23.PM Oli sees cooperation on

BRI as a means to forge closer econom-
ic ties with China, with the framework
agreement resolving to deepen the eco-
nomic partnership by “injecting new
momentum to trade, infrastructure and
connectivity cooperation”. Not a single
project under the BRI rubric has been
executed in Nepal since the 2017 MoU.
Nepal would be hoping that the 10 ini-
tial projects, including those meant to
boost regional connectivity, will now
see the light of day. India has its work
cut out and should ensure it does not
come across as overbearing. India’s
approach in the Kalapani-Lipulekh-
Limpiyadhura border dispute, where
New Delhi ignored Kathmandu’s
request for foreign secretary-level talks,
is a case in point.It led Oli, in his earli-
er stint as the PM, to cock a snook at
New Delhi by changing his country’s
map showing the disputed territories as
part of Nepal. Neither did New Delhi
show respect due to a close neighbour
when it decided to give a quiet burial to
the joint 2018 Eminent Persons Group
(EPG) report, which suggested that the
1950 Treaty of Peace And Friendship be
replaced with a new one?Nepal has also
been unhappy with India’s refusal to
give overflight rights for aircraft using
the Chinese-built Gautam Buddha
International Airport in Lumbini.India
would do well to remember that its
domineering approach only serves to
alienate a close neighbour further and
push it into China’s ever-willing
embrace. India should not lose sight of
its strategic imperatives.




Congress Demans Amit Shaf's Apology

Remarks On BR Ambeckar
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The Congress party has accused Home
Minister Amit Shah of expressing disdain for B
R Ambedkar during a Rajya Sabha debate. They
claim his remarks reveal deep-seated animosity
from the BJP and RSS towards AmbedkKar.
Former Congress leader Rahul Gandhi remarked
that those who adhere to Manusmriti would nat-
urally oppose Ambedkar's ideals.Jairam Ramesh,
Congress general secretary in charge of commu-
nications, shared a video clip on X of Shah's
speech. In it, Shah commented, "Abhi ek fashion
ho gaya hai - Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar. Itna naam
agar bhagwan ka lete to saat janmon tak swarg
mil jata." This translates to "It has become a
fashion to say Ambedkar repeatedly. If they had
taken God's name so many times, they would
have got a place in heaven."Ramesh criticised
Shah's statement as "very disgusting," asserting
it demonstrates the BJP and RSS leaders' hatred
for Ambedkar. He noted that these leaders are
irritated even by hearing Ambedkar's name.
Ramesh demanded an apology from Shah, stat-
ing that such remarks are shameful K C
Venugopal, Congress general secretary in charge
of organisation, also condemned Shah's com-
ments. He emphasised that Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar is revered like a deity and the
Constitution he drafted is sacred to millions
worldwide. Venugopal questioned how Shah
could speak about Ambedkar with such con-
tempt.

Allegations Against BJP

Venugopal further alleged that the BJP's disdain
for Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar has always been
evident. He claimed that Shah's statements in the
Rajya Sabha confirm their dislike for Ambedkar.
According to Venugopal, those who follow
Manusmriti will always oppose Ambedkar's
rejection of casteist ideologies.He accused the
BJP of mocking India's respect for Dr. Ambedkar
and suggested that those who once pretended to
honour him can no longer conceal their true feel-
ings. Venugopal argued that this reveals the BJP
leadership has lost the right to speak about
AmbedkKar.

Shah Criticises Congress

During the Rajya Sabha session, Amit Shah crit-
icised the Congress party, accusing them of treat-
ing the Constitution as their private domain and
deceiving Parliament. He concluded a two-day
debate on India's Constitution by attacking
Congress for its appeasement politics.Shah
claimed that Congress aimed to exceed the 50%
reservation limit to provide quotas for Muslims.
He questioned whether Congress supported
Muslim personal law and alleged they never
worked for backward classes’ welfare.Shah high-
lighted that the BJP has already implemented a
Uniform Civil Code in Uttarakhand and plans to
extend it nationwide. This move is part of their
broader agenda to unify civil laws across all
states.
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Ahead of National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval-China's Foreign
Minister Wang Yi's meet, Beijing has
expressed its willingness to work with
India to implement key agreements
reached by the two sides and restore
bilateral relations, according to the
Chinese Foreign Ministry.lt has high-
lighted the importance of respecting
each other's core interests, fostering
mutual trust through dialogue, and
resolving differences with sincerity,
ANI reported.Speaking to ANI,
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Lin Jian said, China is ready to
work with India to implement the
important common understandings
between the leaders of China and
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3: China Anead Of

India, respect each other's core inter-
ests and major concerns, strengthen
mutual trust through dialogue and
communication, properly settle differ-
ences with sincerity and good faith,
and bring bilateral relations back to the
track of stable and healthy develop-
ment as soon as possibleThe develop-
ment comes as India's National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval and
China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi are
set to hold the 23rd meeting of Special
Representatives in  Beijing on
Wednesday. These high-level talks, the
first since December 2019, aim to
address the India-China border issues
and explore solutions to ensure peace
along the Line of Actual Control

By naaBs ML IOLBMLSH

Talks

(LAC).The Ministry of External
Affairs highlighted that discussions
would focus on maintaining peace in
border areas and finding a mutually
acceptable resolution to the boundary
dispute. External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar recently informed
Parliament that disengagement in
Eastern Ladakh had been completed,
with agreements achieved step-by-
step, culminating in Depsang and
Demchok. He reiterated that peace in
border areas is essential for improving
India-China relations.In October, India
and China reached an agreement on
patrolling arrangements along the
LAC, following a standoff that began
in 2020 due to Chinese military

Namma Metro Yellow Line Launch Pusheo
10 2025: What's Causing The Delay?

Bengaluru's long-awaited
Yellow Line Metro, connecting RV
Road to Bommasandra, has been hit by
yet another delay, pushing its launch to
the second quarter of 2025. Despite
construction finishing over a year ago
and the arrival of a driverless train
from China ten months back, the
metro's inauguration remains elusive,
leaving tech  professionals in
Electronic City disappointed.The pri-
mary reason for the delay is the lack of
adequate train bogie sets. A crucial set
from Titagarh Rail Systems Limited in
Kolkata is still awaited. Reports sug-
gest that this bogie set will leave
Kolkata in December and reach
Bengaluru by the end of January
2025.Currently, the first train, sta-
tioned at the Hebbagodi depot, has
successfully cleared over 36 tests,
including speed, braking, and sig-
nalling. However, full-scale commer-
cial operations require at least one
more train. The second train's six
coaches are expected to arrive by road
in January and will be assembled at the

Hebbagodi depot. Meanwhile, the
final train remains under construc-
tion, delaying its readiness
further.The Bengaluru Metro Rail

Corporation Limited (BMRCL) is i

gearing up for the operational launch
of the Yellow Line. However,
sources reveal that it could take up to

three months to secure safety clear- g

ances from the Commi ssioner of
Metro Rail Safety (CMRS) after the
arrival of the additional train.In paral-
lel, the metro fare revision committee,
headed by retired Madras High Court
Justice R. Dharani, is evaluating ticket
pricing. Along with other members,
retired Additional Chief Secretary E.V.
Ramana Reddy and Urban Affairs offi-
cial Satyendra Pal Singh, the commit-
tee recently visited Singapore and
Hong Kong to study their metro fare
systems. Currently, Bengaluru Metro
fares range from ?10 to 760, with smart
card users enjoying a 5% discount.
Speculations indicate that fares could
rise by 10-15%, based on the commit-
tee's recommendations, expected to be

submitted soon.Unlike the private
metro systems of Singapore and Hong
Kong, which employ annual automatic
fare revision models, BMRCL officials
believe this approach may not suit
Indian operations. Instead, they are
considering adopting elements of the
Delhi Metro's fare structure.The
repeated delays, coupled with the pos-
sibility of fare hikes, have left com-
muters disheartened, particularly tech
workers in the Electronic City region.
Many hope the revised timeline will be
met, bringing long-awaited relief to the
area's congested traffic and frustrated
daily commuters.

Delhi Elections Date Expected Soon, Election
Commission Hols Prepara 0ry Meeting

With the Delhi Assembly elec-
tions impending in February next year,
the Election Commission recently con-

vened a meeting with political parties'

representatives at Palika Kendra, cen-
tral Delhi. This half-hour discussion,
attended by notable figures such as

Lok Sabha MP Bansuri Swaraj from g
the BJP and Rajya Sabha MP Raghav g
Chaddha from the AAP, touched on
numerous subjects, emphasizing the #¥
importance of readiness for the forth-

coming electoral battle.Delhi Elections
Date Expected Soon Election Comm
ission Holds Preparatory Meeting The
readiness of the poll machinery in
Delhi was a focal point, given the
proximity of the assembly elections.
This preparation underscores the
Election Commission's efforts to
ensure a smooth electoral process.
With the assembly elections just
around the corner, the political land-
scape in Delhi is heating up, evidenced

o e
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by the parties' strategic moves and

public declarations.The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) is taking a confident
stance towards the upcoming elections,
evident from a post by Arvind Kejriwal
on X. Kejriwal's message highlighted
the AAP's comprehensive preparation
and confidence in facing the elections,
contrasted with the BJP's perceived
lack of direction. He critiqued the BJP

fi n(ihaving a chief ministW can-

didate, a cohesive team, a clear
plan, or a vision for Delhi, labelling
their campaign as smgularly
focused on opposing him. "BJP is
missing. They have no CM face, no
team, no planning and no vision for
Delhi. They have only one slogan,
only one policy and only one mis-
sion - 'Remove Kejriwal'. Ask them
what they did in five years and they
reply, 'Kejriwal ko bahut gaali di',"
Kejriwal asserted.On the candidate
announcement front, the AAP has
been proactive, releasing four lists
that cover all constituencies. Their
final list of 38 candidates was made
public on December 15. The Congress,
not far behind, has announced 21 can-
didates. However, the BJP has not yet
released its list of candidates for the
70-member Delhi Assembly, adding to
the anticipation and speculation
regarding their electoral strategy.
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