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Prime Minister Modi visits the
Triveni Sangam, offers prayers and
reviews the arrangements for the
world’s largest spiritual gatheringYear
2025 is going to witness the largest reli-
gious gathering of humanity at
Prayagraj - Mahakumbh. The prepara-
tions are already in full swing. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi reached the
holy city of Prayagraj, the land of pil-
grimage, to oversee preparations for the
grand Mahakumbh. This becomes even
more significant at the confluence of
three holy rivers-Ganga, Yamuna, and
the mythical Saraswati. At this Triveni
Sangam, the auspicious gathering of

Prophec

From hosting grand spiritual and
political events to navigating economic
growth and political turbulence, 2025 is
poised to be a year of transformation
and changeWhat does the crystal ball
reveal about the upcoming year 2025?
The predictions are a mixed bag.
Nostradamus, the famous French
astrologer and seer, has made signifi-
cant predictions regarding global affairs
and India’s future for 2025. The 16th-
century seer has predicted significant
events that have shaped our world, from
the COVID-19 pandemic to the moon
landing, lending credibility and a sense
of awe to his predictions. People today
are trying to interpret the 16th-century
seer’s prophecy, impressed by his his-
torical accuracy. Nostradamus has pre-
dicted that the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war may end in 2025.He warned that
both nations could face climate change
and floods. According to the New York
Post, Turkey and France could signifi-
cantly facilitate the peace process
between Ukraine and Russia.
Nostradamus also foretold an ‘ancient
plague’ in England in 2025, indicating a
resurgence of a historical disease and
the resolution of Brazil’s involvement
in the Russia-Ukraine conflict and vari-
ous natural disasters.Additionally,
Nostradamus has predicted that the
earth may be hit by a asteroid. He said
‘From the cosmos, a fireball will rise, a
harbinger of fate,” could engage us in
potential future events with profound
and concerning implications.As for

saints and sages during Mahakumbh
elevates it into a grand event. The sig-
nificance of Mahakumbh lies in its
occurrence every 12 years, an event
described in depth in our religious texts
and Puranas.According to the estimates
of government of Uttar Pradesh, over
45 crore people will attend the
Mahakumbh Mela 2025. This makes it
the world’s largest religious gathering.
Though everybody would like to take a
dip at Sangam, but there are other cen-
tre of attractions too.Among the ancient
temples of Prayagraj, the Nag Vasuki
Temple holds a special place. Worship
of serpents or Nagas has been integral

to Sanatan Dharma since ancient times.
Among these, Vasuki, considered the
king of serpents, is an essential figure.
Vasuki Nag is also depicted as Lord
Shiva’s necklace.According to the leg-
end of Samudra Manthan (churning of
the ocean), Vasuki Nag was used as the
rope during the churning of the ocean
by gods and demons, with Mount
Mandarachal serving as the churning
rod. Vasuki Nag’s body was injured
during this process, and on Lord
Vishnu’s advice, he rested at Prayag and
bathed at the Triveni Sangam to heal.lt
IS believed that a visit to the Nag Vasuki
Temple after a holy dip at Sangam com-
pletes the spiritual journey. This temple,
located in the Daraganj area of
Prayagraj along the Ganga River, has its
roots in ancient mythology. A story
mentions that King Divodas of Kashi
performed penance to bring Lord Shiva
to \Varanasi, and Vasuki Nag was
requested to stay in Prayagraj by the
deities. Vasuki Nag agreed, stipulating
that devotees must visit him after
bathing at Sangam and worship him on
Nag Panchami. The temple was subse-
quently established under divine guid-
ance.Preparations for Mahakumbh
2025: The grand Mahakumbh, to be
held from January 13 (Pausha Purnima)
to February 26 (Maha Shivratri) next

year, is being meticulously planned.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated projects worth Rs 5,500 crores
aimed at improving pilgrim amenities
and strengthening the city’s infrastruc-
ture.

Key projects include:

1. Doubling and electrification of the
Varanasi-Madhosingh-Prayagraj rail
section, including a new rail bridge over
the Ganga.

2. Construction of underpasses and
overpasses to ease traffic.

3. Development of nine new ghats,
3,000 additional trains, 300 parks, and
the planting of 300,000 trees over 4,000
hectares.While in Prayagraj PM Modi
not only saw the preparation first hand
but also performed rituals at the
Sangam, prayed at the Akshay Vat tree,
visited the reclining Hanuman Temple,
and offered prayers at the Saraswati
Koop. He also toured the Mahakumbh
exhibition site. The Mahakumbh is
expected to draw millions of pilgrims to
the Sangam, where it is believed that a
dip in the holy waters cleanses one of
sins and leads to spiritual liberation
(moksha). Apart from bathing rituals,
devotees participate in prayers, dis-
courses by saints, and spiritual enlight-
enment sessions.

les, politics and progress

India’s future, the year begins with the
2025 Republic Day parade. The theme
Is ‘Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas.
It is yet to be finalised who will be the
chief guest. On the religious side, the
next Maha Kumbh Mela will be held in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, from January
13, 2025, to February 26, 2025. The
Mela is a grand and holy spiritual gath-
ering every 12 years at a rotating loca-
tion. Millions of pilgrims rush to the
venue to take the holy bath. In 2025,
India will likely see fast economic
growth, social challenges and new tech-
nology. The government is making sig-
nificant improvements in technology
education and renewable energy. These
efforts and chances for economic devel-
opment give a positive outlook for
India’s future prosperity. India is
becoming more critical globally by
working closely with other major
economies in trade, defence, and cli-
mate efforts. This shows India’s grow-
ing political power. At the domestic
level, a critical issue facing the
Opposition coalition, INDIA, is its
cohesion. Already, some tensions have
emerged. The Trinamool Congress and
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) have dis-
tanced themselves from the alliance.
The AAP plans to contest the Delhi
Assembly elections independently.The
cracks within were visible in the latest
Haryana, Maharashtra, and Jharkhand
Assembly polls. While the Congress
has done poorly in Haryana and
Maharashtra, it is in coalition in

BJP and the JD(U) are working to
retain the state. Two political organisa-
tions—the Rashtriya Swayam Sevak
Sangh (RSS) and the CPI—will cele-
brate their birth centenary. The RSS

= will complete 100 years in September,

~ while the CPI will begin its centenary
| celebrations in December this year.

Jharkhand with the JMM. The partners
in the coalition are unhappy about the
Congress’s dismal performance. They
are watching how Congress performs in
the upcoming Delhi and Bihar polls
scheduled for 2025.The upcoming
Assembly polls will indicate the future
of political realignment. Delhi will hold
Assembly elections in February, with
the BJP looking to unseat Aam Admi
Party chief Arvind Kejriwal. The AAP
has faced many challenges, including
corruption allegations against several
leaders in the recent past. As a tactic,
the AAP has appointed Athishi as a
temporary chief minister for the polls.
The AAP and Congress were partners in
the Lok Sabha elections. While AAP
performed reasonably well, the
Congress got no seats.Bihar will also
have elections this year. It is politically
a critical state. The ruling NDA, led by
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, may face
intense competition from the Mahagath
bandhan, headed by Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) leader Tejashwi Yadav. The

With its ups and downs, the RSS has
strongly influenced Indian politics and
society now making it hard for future
governments to weaken their power.
At the same time, communist parties
have less impact now, as right-wing
parties are becoming more popular. On
international affairs, India will hold the
Quad Summit, originally scheduled to
be held in New Delhi this September,
which was relocated to New York due
to a scheduling conflict among the
attending leaders. Now, India will host
the QUAD summit in 2025.The US
President Trump will likely visit New
Delhi for the summit, further revealing
India’s position in international affairs.
Another important visit is that of
Russian President Putin, in the first half
of next year. The Kremlin has said it
will set a date early next year. It will be
Putin’s first visit since the Ukraine con-
flict began. Overall 2025 will be a
mixed year for India. The economy is
progressing well, and foreign relations
are stable, but the political situation
remains unclear. By next vyear,
Congress could recover, or the BJP and
the regional satraps would have a fur-

ther hold on the electorate.
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FIve Terrorists Killed, Two Soldiers Injured As Encounter Breaks Out In J&K's Kulgam

Five terrorists were killed in an
encounter with security forces in the
Kulgam district of Jammu and Kashmir on
Thursday, according to officials cited by
news agency PTI.The gunfight began after
security forces launched a cordon and
search operation in the Kadder area of
Behibagh in the district on Wednesday
night, following intelligence reports about
the presence of suspected terrorists.
However, the operation escalated into an
encounter when the terrorists opened fire
on the security forces, who responded with
gunfire."On 19 December 24, based on
specific intelligence input regarding the
presence of terrorists, a Joint Operation

was launched by the Indian Army and
Jammu and Kashmir Police at Kader,
Kulgam. Suspicious activity was observed
by vigilant troops and, when challenged,
terrorists opened indiscriminate and heavy
fire. Our troops effectively retaliated," said
the Indian Army's Chinar Corps in a post
on X.Earlier this month, a Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terrorist, allegedly involved in a
deadly attack at a tunnel construction site
in central Kashmir's Gagangeer in
October, was killed in a gunfight with
security forces in a forest area near
Srinagar.Seven unarmed individuals,

including labourers and staff from a con-
tractor working on a tunnel for the strate-

gic Srinagar-Leh national highway,
were killed when terrorists opened
fire at the Gagangeer site in Gund
after the workers returned to the %,
campsite in the evening.This attack &
marked the deadliest assault on civil- 55
lans in Jammu and Kashmir since the |

June 9 incident in Reasi, when nine -

pilgrims died after the bus they were |
travelling in plunged into a valley |
after coming under gunfire from ter-
rorists.On November 23, Baramulla
Police, in a joint operation with security
forces, dismantled a terror hideout in the
Kunzer area of Baramulla district.On
November 9, another joint operation was

launched by the Army and Jammu and
Kashmir Police in the Rajpura area of
Sopore, Baramulla, based on specific intel-
ligence regarding the presence of terror-
ists.

Ry Pring To v Frs Tra Tk
F0r Mmon Plrms? s The Trut

The Indian
Railways has dis-
{ missed reports
) | claiming it plans

~ to offer free train
| travel for pil-
4% | grims attending
& the Mahakumbh
# 2025 in Pray
§ agraj, Uttar Pra
desh. In a state-
ment released on Wednesday, December 18, the Ministry
of Railways categorically labeled such claims as "entire-
ly baseless and misleading."The clarification comes
amid widespread speculation that passengers traveling
short distances (200-250 km) from Prayagraj after
attending the Kumbh Mela might be allowed to travel
without tickets. Some reports also suggested that passen-
gers traveling longer distances would be permitted to
buy tickets onboard from ticket examiners without
penalties due to overcrowding.

Free Train Tickets For Mahakumbh Travellers

"There are no provisions for free travel during the
Mahakumbh Mela or any other occasion,” the ministry
asserted. It also emphasized that traveling without a
valid ticket is strictly prohibited under Indian Railways
regulations and constitutes a punishable offense.\
Clarification from the Railways

In a statement released on Wednesday, December 18, the
Railways clarified:

No Free Travel: Reports suggesting free train travel for
pilgrims during the Mahakumbh are unfounded.

Ticket Validity: Traveling without a valid ticket remains
strictly prohibited and is punishable under Indian
Railways regulations.Commitment to Services: Indian
Railways is committed to ensuring smooth travel for all
passengers and has no plans to waive ticket require-
ments.The Mahakumbh, a 45-day spiritual event sched-
uled from January 13 to February 26, 2025, is expected
to draw millions of devotees from across the country. To
handle the anticipated influx, the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has allocated 75,000 crore for the event, while
Indian Railways has announced comprehensive arrange-
ments to ensure smooth travel.

Preparations for Mahakumbh 2025

The Mahakumbh, scheduled from January 13 to
February 26, 2025, is expected to attract millions of pil-
grims. To accommodate the daily influx of nearly 5 lakh
passengers:

Special Trains: 3,000 special trains will operate to man-
age the surge.Infrastructure Upgrades: Measures include
additional ticket counters, holding areas, and other pas-
senger amenities.Approximately 3,000 special trains will
operate during the Mahakumbh to cater to the movement
of nearly 5 lakh passengers daily in general coaches. The
Railways is also setting up special holding areas, addi-
tional ticket counters, and other necessary facilities to
manage the massive crowd.The ministry reiterated its
commitment to providing seamless travel for all atten-
dees but stressed that all passengers must carry valid
tickets. It urged the public to disregard any misleading
information suggesting otherwise.The Mahakumbh 2025
promises to be a significant logistical challenge for
Indian Railways, but officials remain confident in their
preparations to meet the demands of this monumental
event.

vl

Tensions erupted in
Parliament on Thursday after BJP
MP Pratap Chandra Sarangi sus-
tained injuries during a protest over
Union Home Minister Amit Shah's
comments on Dr. BR Ambedkar.
Sarangi claimed that the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, pushed another MP,
causing them to fall onto him."l was
standing near the stairs when Rahul
Gandhi came and pushed an MP, who
then fell on me," Sarangi said, adding
that this resulted in him falling as

8000 I

well.In  response, Rahul
Gandhi defended his actions,
stating that he was at the
entrance where BJP MPs were
blocking his path. "They were
pushing me and threatening
. me, trying to push me,” he
" said.This altercation occurred
amidst a heated political
drama in Parliament, with both
BJP and INDIA bloc MPs
protesting and attacking each
other over the Ambedkar
issue. Acknowledging the incident,
Gandhi said that it was his right to
enter Parliament and that BJP MPs
were trying to prevent him from
doing so."This might be on your
camera. | was trying to go inside
through the Parliament entrance, and
BJP MPs were trying to stop me,
push me, and threaten me. So this
happened... Yes, this has happened
(Mallikarjun Kharge being pushed).
But we do not get affected by
jostling. This is the entrance, and we
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have the right to go in. BJP MPs were
trying to stop us from going in... The
central issue is that they are attacking
the Constitution and insulting the
memory of Ambedkar ji," he
explained.Union Minister Kiren
Rijiju condemned Rahul Gandhi's
actions, saying, "Parliament is not a
wrestling platform. Rahul Gandhi
should not show his strength against
MPs."Meanwhile, the BJP is review-
ing footage related to the incident
involving Pratap Sarangi to verify the
allegations that Rahul Gandhi pushed
the BJP MP. If evidence of this is
found, the BJP may file an FIR
against Gandhi, reported India
Today.After the incident, Rahul
Gandhi approached Pratap Sarangi,
who was receiving medical attention.
As Gandhi neared Sarangi, BJP MPs
shouted, "Don't you feel shame? You
are engaging in rowdyism." In
response, Rahul Gandhi was seen
arguing with BJP leaders before leav-
ing the scene.

Ambeakar Row Intensifies: BJP MP Pratap Saranat

Injured, Accuses Ranul Ganani OF Pus

Amid a confrontation
between Congress and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on
the Parliament premises over the
Ambedkar row, BJP MP Pratap
Chandra Sarangi reportedly sus-
tained minor head
injuries.Sarangi claimed that
Congress leader Rahul Gandbhi
pushed an MP, who then fell on
him, causing his injuries.Sources
suggest that the BJP intends to
file a police complaint over the
altercation, which occurred
when the protesting INDIA bloc
and BJP MPs came face to face
near Makar Dwar.Following the inci-
dent, a BJP MP confronted Rahul
Gandhi, saying, "Have you no
shame? Look what you've done.
You've pushed him." Rahul Gandhi
responded, "He pushed me." This led
BJP leaders to accuse him of "gunda-
gardi karte ho" (acting like a
goon).Meanwhile, Sarangi, who was
injured, was taken to RML Hospital,
where several top ministers and polit-
ical leaders, including Piyush Goyal
and Prahlad Joshi, visited him.

What Rahul Gandhi Said
In response to the allegations, Lok
Sabha Leader of Opposition Rahul

Gandhi stated, "BJP MP pushed me
and threatened me while | was trying
to enter Parliament. They were stop-
ping me."Gandhi also claimed that
Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge was pushed as well. "This
might be on your camera. | was try-
ing to go inside through the
Parliament entrance, but BJP MPs
were trying to stop me, push me, and
threaten me. This has happened...
Yes, this has happened (Mallikarjun
Kharge being pushed). But we do not
get affected by jostling. This is the
entrance, and we have the right to go
in. BJP MPs were trying to stop us

1 I HI

from going in," Gandhi
told reporters.He empha-
sised that the main issue
was the BJP attacking the
Constitution and insult-
ing the legacy of
Ambedkar.Parliamentary
privilege in India grants
several rights outlined in
the Constitution, includ-
ing freedom of speech
within Parliament, immu-
nity from legal proceed-
ings for anything said or
voted in Parliament, and
protection for publishing
official parliamentary reports.Courts
cannot question parliamentary pro-
ceedings over procedural issues, nor
can they intervene in Parliament's
condu ct.Additionally, members are
protected from civil or criminal
action for reporting parliamentary
proceedings unless done with mali-
cious intent. Obstructing or assault-
ing @ member while performing their
duties is considered a breach of priv-
ilege and contempt of the House.If
found guilty, Rahul Gandhi could
lose his membership in Parliament,
though the Speaker will make the

final decision.
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