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Ph|||pp|nes The broken promise of democracy

The resurgence of the Marcoses, the
entrenchment of the Aquinos, and the domi-
nance of families like the Dutertes show the
enduring grip of oligarchy The 1987
Philippine Constitution, crafted in the after-
math of the 1986 People Power Revolution,
was supposed to mark the dawn of a new
democratic era. The ousting of Ferdinand
Marcos Sr., after decades of corruption,
repression, and dynastic rule, was a victory
for the Filipino people, or so they were told.
Yet, the Constitution, supposedly a tool for
dismantling the oppressive old order, contains
a glaring, unimplemented clause: Article I,
Section 26, which bans political dynasties.
Nearly four decades later, this promise
remains a cruel joke, the prohibition nothing
more than a symbol of a nation shackled by its
feudal past. Political dynasties thrive unabat-
ed, and the Philippines remains trapped in a
cycle of oligarchy, where power is passed
down like a family heirloom, not earned
through democratic means.The rise of
Corazon Aquino, the “hero” of People Power,
has proven to be a double-edged sword.While
she restored democracy in name, she failed to
eradicate the dynastic forces that had long
plagued the country. Instead of dismantling
the Marcos empire and the dynasties that
thrived in its wake, Aquino’s presidency
paved the way for a new set of ruling families
to stake their claim on the throne. The irony is
staggering: Aquino, the symbol of resistance
to Marcos, was unable to disarm the very
forces that helped prop up the dictatorship.
Her administration’s failure to enact meaning-
ful reform paved the way for the Marcos fam-
ily’s return to power, with Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr.’s rise in 2022 expos-
ing the unyielding grip of dynastic politics,
illuminating the eternal truth behind the
words of José Rizal, a true revolutionary exe-
cuted by the Spanish in Manila: “The Filipino
is not a slave of the Spanish Government. He

R | | t |

The Places of Worship Act, 1991,
was enacted to maintain the religious sta-
tus of sites as of August 15, 1947 but there
IS misunderstandings  about its
purposeHow the Places of Worship Act
(1991) is being dealt with at present is due
to many not being aware of how and why
the Act came about. Evidently, the then
Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao (1991-
96) in his heart of hearts was a staunch
Hindu. He was anxious to contribute to
help solving the then existing—or fester-
ing—problem at Ayodhya. Most develop-
ments that took place at the Janmasthan on
December 6, 1992, spoke of Rao’s silent
participation in the cause of Ram
Lalla.The most clinching evidence of the
Prime Minister’s contribution was indicat-
ed by the facts when | left Ayodhya on that
momentous day. It was 5:45 pm; all the
three domes of the Babri edifice had been
brought down. All the ten walls were still
standing and so was the rest of the struc-
ture. Soon after we sat in our car to pro-
ceed to Lucknow, my companions and |
heard on the transistor radio that the Uttar
Pradesh government of then chief minister
Kalyan Singh had been dismissed by the
Centre, and Governor’s rule imposed.That
meant whatever was done thereafter was
the handiwork directed by someone at the
Centre. At the Centre, even the then-home
secretary Madhav Godbole is on record
saying that he did not know a thing about
what was happening and had learnt about
it only through the radio and

television.This author has not met not
knows anyone who has claimed that he has

is a slave of his own people.”The Marcoses,
who plundered billions from the nation’s cof-
fers, are not the only ones to have manipulat-
ed the system to their advantage.Under Cory
Aquino, the promise of land reform was shat-
tered, epitomised by the Mendiola Massacre
of 1987, where farmers demanding land
reform were gunned down. The Aquino fami-
ly, despite their image as the champions of
democracy, have blood on their hands, betray-
ing the very people they claim to defend. The
hypocrisy of the political elite is staggering,
with families like the Marcoses and the
Aquinos using their histories of violence and
corruption as stepping stones to further
entrench their power. But the Aquino-Marcos
rivalry is only the tip of the iceberg. In
Mindanao, the Duterte family’s hold on power
predates Rodrigo Duterte’s presidency, with a
history of death squad killings and iron-fisted
rule. As mayor of Davao City, Duterte ruled
with an iron fist, silencing dissent and using
extrajudicial executions to rid the streets of
perceived enemies.His presidency, marked by
a brutal war on drugs that left thousands dead,
further entrenched the dynastic system, where
political power is synonymous with violence
and impunity. Duterte’s rise to the highest
office in the land was not a victory for the
people, but for a political family that used
populist rhetoric to cloak its real agenda:
maintaining a stranglehold on power.The
Macapagal-Arroyo family, meanwhile, turned
corruption into an art form. Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo’s presidency was marred
by scandal after scandal—from the “Hello
Garci” election fraud to the NBN-ZTE broad-
band deal, which saw billions in kickbacks
siphoned off to the ruling elite. Despite the
overwhelming evidence of corruption, she
escaped any lasting accountability, a reflec-
tion of the Philippines’ toxic political culture
where the powerful are above the law.Like so
many others, she found ways to use the

seven even a photograph of the edifice
walls without their domes. At 10 pm that
very night, PM Narasimha Rao addressed
the nation on television, wherein he
assured the people of India that he would
rebuild the Babri Masjid as soon as possi-
ble. This gave the impression that the
entire edifice had been destroyed. The
walls were tall and thick as was the style of
the architecture of the 16th century. The
chabutara around the walls was also solid
and tall, apart from being large. Even the
domes, which had been the most vulnera-
ble part of the structure, took selected men
of the Uttar Pradesh Public Works
Department (PWD) to bring them down,
an endeavour that began in the morning
and lasted till 4:30 pm when the last dome
fell. I came to know that they were men of
the PWD, from two of the five photogra-
phers whose cameras had been smashed
and they beaten up and left with bleeding
faces.The photographers thought they
were obliging the karsevaks, whereas for
government servants, being photographed
would have cost them their jobs.lady IPS
officer who was second-in-command at
Ayodhya on that day, in answer to my
query told me later that the police had
instructions not to intervene unless lives
were in danger; presumably, not property.
She assured me that there were 15,000
paramilitary personnel in readiness at
Faizabad, just 4 km away. Incidentally, she
added there were consummate numbers of
bulldozers in the nearby vicinity, along
with their operators. Evidently, all these
preparations were deployed to see the end

machinery of the state to protect her inter-
ests.The brutality of the Philippines’ political
system is not just figurative. The 2009
Maguindanao Massacre, orchestrated by the
Ampatuan clan, remains the deadliest attack
on journalists in history. Fifty-eight people,
including 32 journalists, were slaughtered in
cold blood in a bid to eliminate electoral com-
petition.And yet, despite the horrific nature of
the crime, justice has been slow and incom-
plete, as political dynasties use their influence
to shield themselves from the consequences
of their actions.In regions like Cebu and
Ilocos Norte, political dynasties such as the
Osmefias, Garcias, and Farifiases manipulate
elections and use their wealth to maintain con-
trol, treating public office as their domain.
This cycle of violence and impunity, where
the ruling class prioritises their interests,
extends to the economic realm, with families
like the villagers growing their wealth
through political power. The system persists
due to cultural deference to family authority,
weak institutions, and pervasive poverty, with
voters often coerced into supporting the very
dynasties that sustain their suffering.Foreign
powers, particularly the United States, have
long been complicit in this system. During the
Marcos era, the US provided crucial support
to a regime known for its human rights abus-
es, all in the name of anti-communism. This
foreign patronage emboldened the Marcoses
and set a dangerous precedent for other dynas-
ties, who continued to seek validation and
support from foreign powers. The interplay
between domestic power struggles and inter-
national interests further deepens the fractures
within the Philippines, exacerbating the coun-
try’s internal divisions.The Philippines’ edu-
cational system, which fails to foster critical
thinking or civic engagement, ensures that the
cycle of dynastic rule will continue. Schools
produce citizens ill-equipped to challenge the
status quo, while the media, often co-opted by

e

of the Babrl edlflce over the next 60 hours
Indeed, an enormous thing to accomplish,
in such a short time. All this happened
under Central rule. To restate, the Kalyan
Singh government was nowhere in power
after 5:45 pm on December 6. It is only
after being aware of these facts can one
appreciate the need for the Places of
Worship Act. PM Rao, being a
Congressman, had to preserve his ‘secu-
lar’ image.The abovementioned legislation
implies how much the Rao government
cared to protect the character of every
place of worship as it existed on August
15, 1947. Ayodhya had to be the exception
as it was then an object of litigation in the
Supreme Court of India. Normally, while
legislating, it is taken for granted that any-
thing sub judice has its own rules. But
Ayodhya was clearly brought under a pro-
vision of being excluded from the ambit of
the Act, presumably because it was sub
judice.Nevertheless, it was specifically
kept out; in fact, it was a separate clause if
the Act. Consequently, when being dealt
with in the courts, never was Ayodhya,

powerful families, serves to protect the inter-
ests of the elite. Social media, too, has
become a tool for dynasties to spread propa-
ganda, rehabilitate their tarnished images, and
silence critics.The current political spectacle
centred around Vice President Sara Duterte’s
public threats against President Marcos, is a
stark reminder of how fragile the Philippines’
democracy truly is. The alliance between the
Marcoses and the Dutertes, forged during the
2022 election, is now on the brink of collapse.
What once seemed like a partnership between
the North and south’s ruling classes has
devolved into a bitter feud, exposing the
cracks in a political system built on corrup-
tion, nepotism, and violence.This is not a bat-
tle for the people’s interests, but a struggle for
control between two families, each vying for
supremacy in a system that has failed its citi-
zens.This feud is not just politica
geopolitical ramifications. Marcos’ pivot
towards the US and his opposition to China’s
claims in the South China Sea have reignited
regional tensions, while Duterte’s pro-China
stance during his presidency deepened divides
within the Filipino elite.This divergence in
foreign policy has intensified the rift between
the Marcos and Duterte families, as they seek
to align themselves with opposing global
powers.The Philippines, caught between these
imperial rivalries, faces not only internal
political decay but external pressures that
threaten to destabilise the nation further.As
the midterm elections approach, this dynastic
battle threatens to unravel whatever sem-
blance of governance remains. Marcos seeks
to consolidate power, while Sara Duterte faces
the looming threat of impeachment. Yet, the
Duterte family’s influence, particularly in
Mindanao, ensures that this battle will not
stay within the confines of parliament. The
streets could erupt, worsening societal
divides.

J the Places of Worship Act

particularly the Janmasthan, men-
tioned even once in the context of the
Places of Act.The thrust of this sub-
mission is that this act need not be
§ taken seriously. What this statement
means is that a legitimate difference
| must be made between genuine places
of worship and those edifices or struc-
tures that are the outcome of dacoity.
There are edifices that were either
directly converted from temples to
mosques like the Adhai Din Ka
Jhopda, about a furlong away from Ajmer
Sharif. Three temples were confined into
one within 60 hours, or two-and-a-half
days, so that the invader Mohammad
Ghori would be able to pray there on his
return from the decisive Second Battle of
Tarain in 1192 AD.There was no time to
erase the Hindu structure. The pristine
design has survived till this day. There are
many such examples until the Lodi
Dynasty conquered north India. Evidently,
these Afghans had brought some architects
with them, who built a significant number
of buildings, including mosques.How can
the courts refuse to hear and try a case
when someone petitions against daylight
dacoity of a temple, which is either con-
verted immediately like the one described
above in Ajmer, or brought down and
rebuilt like the Jama Masjid in
Ahmedabad? Surely, dacoities can’t be
condoned out of hand? On the other hand,
genuine cases of mosques having become
victims of Hindu mischief can be kept out
of the courts under the Places of Worship
Act.




The Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has initiated a money laundering case
against KT Rama Rao (KTR), Telangana
Minister and BRS leader, over alleged

financial irregularities related to the
Formula-E race held in Hyderabad. This fol-
lows an investigation by the Telangana Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) concerning the
same matter.Earlier today, the Telangana
High Court granted KTR interim relief,
directing the ACB to refrain from arresting
him until December 30, 2024. The court's
order followed KTR's petition to quash the
FIR filed against him. The matter is sched-
uled for further hearings next week.The case
centres on payments made to conduct the
Formula-E race in Hyderabad under the pre-
vious regime. Some of these payments
allegedly involved foreign currency transac-
tions that were made without the required
approvals. According to the ACB, these pay-
ments were processed without obtaining the
necessary clearances, leading to the current
investigation into potential corruption.KTR
IS named as the prime accused in the FIR,
with senior IAS officer Arvind Kumar and
retired bureaucrat BLN Reddy also listed as
co-accused. The charges against them
include violations under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, criminal breach of trust, and
conspiracy under the Indian Penal Code
(IPC). The FIR further alleges that Arvind
Kumar signed an agreement for the
Formula-E event without the necessary
authorization and approved a ?55 crore pay-
ment, most of which was in foreign curren-
cy,Earlier this year, the state government
sought clarification from Arvind Kumar
regarding the agreement and the ?55 crore
payment for the Formula-E race. The issue
escalated when Formula-E cancelled the
Hyderabad E-Prix, citing a breach of con-
tract by the new Telangana government. The
race, which was initially scheduled for
February 10, 2025, was ultimately called
off, intensifying the controversy.This case
has raised concerns about the transparency
of the processes involved in organizing
major international events. The involvement
of senior Telangana government officials
has brought attention to the handling of pub-
lic funds and the approval mechanisms for
such events.This ongoing investigation is
expected to have significant implications for
governance and financial oversight in the
state. As the case unfolds, further develop-
ments are anticipated, and the investigation
will likely continue to garner public and
political scrutiny.
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D MPs

In a recent escalation of political ten-
sions, Union Minister Kiren Rijiju took aim
at Congress leader Rahul Gandhi for his
involvement in a physical altercation with
BJP MPs during a protest outside
Parliament.The incident, which unfolded on
the final day of the Winter Session, involved
Gandhi, a black belt in Aikido, allegedly
pushing two BJP MPs, leading to a heated
confrontation between lawmakers from the
NDA and INDIA blocs.The scuffle occurred
as MPs from both sides jostled to enter the
House amid competing protests regarding
the treatment of BR Ambedkar. The alterca-
tion resulted in two BJP MPs being injured
and hospitalized, with the BJP accusing
Gandhi of pushing them to gain entry into
1
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Eight idols across three Hlndu

temples  were vandalised in
Bangladesh earlier this week, news
agency PTI reported, citing local
media.Five idols were damaged in
Dinajpur, while three idols in two tem-
ples were targeted in Mymensingh.
Two individuals have been arrested in
connection with the incidents.Monks
take part in a rally on the occasion of
Vijay Diwas to protest against the
alleged atrocities over Hindu minori-
ties in Bangladesh in Kolkata Monday
Dec 16 2024Monks take part in a rally
on the occasion of 'Vijay Diwas', to
protest against the alleged atrocities
over Hindu minorities in Bangladesh
in  Kolkata, Monday, Dec.

OM Mo Leaves For Kuna
DISCuss Trace

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
left to Kuwait on a two-day
visit at the invitation of
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir of
the State of Kuwait.It is the
first visit of the Prime
Minister any Indian Prime
Minister to Kuwait after 43
years. He will be taking part
in the opening ceremony of
the 26th Arabian Gulf Cup as
a special guest of the Emir of
Kuwait.PM Modi Leaves To
Kuwait On 2-Day Visit To
Discuss Trade Energy Cultural
Partnerships India-Kuwait To Lay
Roadmap For Future Partnershipln his
departure statement, PM Modi said,
"We deeply value the historical con-
nection with Kuwait that has been nur-
tured over generations. We are not just
strong trade and energy partners, but
also have shared interest in peace,
security, stability and prosperity in the
West Asia region. | look forward to my
meetings with His Highness the Amir,
the Crown Prince and the Prime
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Parliament. Gandhi, on the other hand,
claimed that BJP MPs had blocked his entry
and physically threatened him. He later sug-
gested that the BJP was attempting to divert
attention from the ongoing Adani Group
investigations by making false allegations.
Rijiju condemned the incident, noting that
physical

confrontations in Parliament were deeply
regrettable. He pointed out that while heated
exchanges and confrontations have been a
part of Parliament since 1952, incidents that
lead to physical harm and police action
should never happen. In a pointed remark,
Rijiju asked, “Have you learned karate, kung
fu, to beat other MPs?” This comment was

made in reference to Gandhi's martial arts
| 1

2024.This act of wvandalism
marks the latest in a series of
attacks against the minority
Hindu community in
Bangladesh.
; Incidents in Mymensingh

In the Haluaghat sub-district of
Mymensingh, three idols from
. two temples were vandalised on
Thursday and  Friday.Abul
Khayer, Officer-in-Charge (OC)
" of Haluaghat Police Station, stat-

ed: "Miscreants ransacked two
idols of Bonderpara Temple in the
Shakuai union of Haluaghat," as
reported by PTI.Another idol was van-
dalised at the Polashkanda Kali
Temple in the Beeldora union of the
same district. The police arrested a 27-
year-old resident of Polashkanda vil-
lage, Alal Uddin, for his alleged
involvement. During interrogation,
Uddin confessed to the crime, PTI
reported. He was subsequently pre-
sented before a Mymensingh court,
which remanded him to jail.

Incidents in Dinajpur

On Tuesday, five idols were desecrat-
ed at the Jharbari Shashan Kali Temple
in the Birganj sub-district of Dinajpur.

a|

Minister of Kuwait. It would be an
opportunity to chalk out a roadmap for
a futuristic partnership for the benefit
of our people and the region."The
Indian Prime Minister will also be
interacting with the Indian diaspora at
the 'Hala Modi' community event at
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Sports
Complex. "I eagerly look forward to
meeting the Indian diaspora in Kuwait
who have immensely contributed to
strengthening of bonds of friendship

between the two nations,"” he said in
the statement.
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background, suggesting that such skills
should not translate into violence within
Parliament.The scuffle overshadowed the
last day of the Winter Session, forcing
Speaker Om Birla to adjourn the Lok Sabha
abruptly after just three minutes, with no
customary

summary of the session’s achievements. This
sudden closure highlighted the deepening
divide between the ruling National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) and the opposi-
tion, as well as the continued political fric-
tion that has marked recent Parliamentary
sessions. The productivity of the Lok Sabha
during the Winter Session plummeted to
58%, a significant dip compared to usual
standards.
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The incident was reported two days
later, according to The Daily
Star."We've never seen such an act
here," said Janardan Roy, President of
the temple committee, as quoted by
PTI.Last week, law enforcement agen-
cies arrested four individuals for van-
dalising a Hindu temple and damaging
houses and shops belonging to the
Hindu community in the Sunamganj
district of northern Bangladesh.
Minister of State for External Affairs
Kirti Vardhan Singh, in a written reply
to the Lok Sabha, revealed that 2,200
cases of violence against Hindus and
other minorities in Bangladesh were
reported till 8th December 2024, and
112 cases in Pakistan were reported till
October 2024."He further stated that
the Narendra Modi-led Central
Government has taken “serious note"
of these incidents."The Government
has taken serious note of these inci-
dents and shared its concerns with the
Government of Bangladesh. India
expects that the Government of
Bangladesh will take all necessary
measures to ensure the safety and wel-
fare of Hindus and other minorities,"
he added.

On 2-Day Vistt, To
y, Cultural Par nerships

Areas In Focus
During the bilateral discus-
sions, Prime Minister
Modi will engage with
Kuwait's leadership to
review the full spectrum of
bilateral relations. Key
areas of focus will include
politics, trade, investment,
energy, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people ties. Both
sides will also discuss
steps to further strengthen
these partnerships. In hon-
our of the Prime Minister,
the Crown Prince will host
a banquet."?l express my gratitude to
the leadership of Kuwait for the spe-
cial gesture of inviting me to the inau-
guration ceremony of the Arabian Gulf
Cup, a premier sporting event in the
Gulf region. | look forward to being a
part of this celebration of athletic
excellence and regional unity.l am
confident that this visit will further
strengthen and reinforce the special
ties and bonds of friendship between
the people of India and Kuwait," the
statement added.
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