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slogans and jostled with police per-
sonnel outside the party's office in

Lucknow on Monday as they were |

prevented from going towards vio-

lence-hit Sambhal.Police had on
Sunday night erected barricades out- %
side the party's office in the state cap- —-

ital and the residences of its several

leaders who were to accompany the &

unit's chief Ajay Rai on the Congress'
planned fact-finding visit to
Sambhal.As Congress workers, led
by Rai, attempted to set out for
Sambhal on Monday, police stopped
them at the barricades, resulting in
noisy scenes and chaos.The party
termed "anti-democratic" the act by
the police to stop its leaders from
heading for the violence-hit
district. Tension has been brewing in
Sambhal since November 19, when a
Mughal-era mosque was surveyed on
court orders following claims that a
Harihar temple previously stood at
the site.Violence erupted during a
second survey on November 24 as
protesters gathered near Shahi Jama
Masjid and clashed with security per-
sonnel. Four people died and several
others were injured in the violence
that ensued.Speaking to reporters on

Lok Sabha proceedings were
adjourned for the day on Monday amid
protests by opposition members over the
Adani indictment row, recent violence in
Uttar Pradesh's Sambhal and other
issues.As soon as the House reconvened at
12 noon after the first adjournment, oppo-
sition members rushed into the Well and
started raising slogans and issues of the
indictment of industrialist Gautam Adani
in a US court on bribery charges and the
Sambhal violence.While some members
were in the Well, others stood in the aisle
and raised slogans.Amid the din, the
Coastal Shipping Bill, 2024, was intro-
duced by Minister of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal.The
BJP's Sandhya Ray, who was in the Chair,
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Scores of Congress workers raised |,

ILUCKTON

w,cll

Monday the Congress Sambhal C|ty
president Taugeer Ahmed said that a
delegation of the Uttar Pradesh
Congress was to reach Sambhal
under Rai's leadership to offer condo-
lences to the grieving families, take
stock of the situation and appeal for
peace."Earlier, the district officer had
imposed a ban on entering Sambhal
till November 30, before that we had
announced the delegation's visit on
December 2. But now, the police
administration is stopping everyone
from coming to Sambhal. This is
against democracy," Ahmed said.He
claimed that the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment and the Sambhal district
administration completely failed to
contain the violence in Sambhal.In
Lucknow, heavy police force was

|
urged the protesting members to allow the
House to function. She pointed out that
voters of the country were watching and
their issues must be raised.With the oppo-
sition members not relenting, Ray
adjourned the House for the day.When the
House convened at 11 am, opposition
members rushed into the Well to demand a
discussion on the issues being raised by
them.Speaker Om Birla asked them to
allow the Question Hour and said they
could take up their issues later. Amid the
din, one question was taken up.However,
the opposition members ignored the speak-
er's pleas, following which he adjourned
the House till 12 noon.The Lok Sabha pro-

ceedings were washed out last week as
well due to protests by the opposition
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deployed outside the Congress'
office in the Mall Avenue locality.
Rai, along with other party lead-

W - ersand workers, were seen trying

9
®4 Aradhana Mishra said, "The inci-
- dent in Sambhal is not just anoth-

er ordinary incident. It is a big

- incident. The Congress delegation
under Ajay Rai wanted to go there

on a fact-finding mission. Since yes-
terday (Sunday) night, I have been
placed under house arrest. Our party
leaders are being stopped.""This is
complete anarchy on the part of the
government. The government is try-
ing to hide its failure by citing the
imposition of section 163 (power to
Issue an order in urgent cases of nui-
sance or apprehended danger) of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), and is not allowing us to go
there (Sambhal) from Lucknow,"
Mishra added.She added that section
163 of the BNSS is imposed in
Sambhal, and not in
Lucknow.Speaking to PTI earlier in
the day, Rai said, "We had decided to
visit Sambhal on December 2 as the

:mfaé"x

=il

| Wﬂﬁﬁ ﬂﬂ‘l’ilﬂlﬁﬂ]m

QNG 10

government ban on the entry of pub-
lic representatives was to be lifted by
November 30. Now, they have sud-
denly extended the ban till December
10. The government clearly wants to
hide its flaws."The Uttar Pradesh
Congress chief spent the night at the
Congress committee office along
with several party workers."If pre-
vented, we would agitate peacefully
in a Gandhian way as we are follow-
ers of Mahatma Gandhi,"” Rai had
said then.Several Samajwadi Party
(SP) lawmakers, including its
Sambhal MP, were stopped from
entering the violence-hit district on
Saturday as the administration
extended the ban on the entry of out-
siders and public representatives into
the area till December 10 to maintain
"peace and order".The ban on out-
siders' entry was to expire on
Saturday.The curbs under section 163
(power to issue order in urgent cases
of nuisance or apprehended danger)
of the BNSS, set to expire on Sunday,
have now been extended till
December 31.Amid tight security,
members of a judicial commission on
Sunday visited the Shahi Jama
Masjid and other areas that witnessed
violence on November 24.

I
Congress leader K C Venugopal near
the opposition benches. Congress
member Gaurav Gogoi and DMK
d leader T R Baalu were also
8 present.After the first adjournment,
some of the opposition leaders includ-
ing Congress' Venugopal, DMK's
% Baalu, TMC's Kalyan Banerjee and
Samajwadi Party members Dharme

i ndra Yadav and Zia ur Rehman Barq
5 were seen going to the speaker's

B ffice together.The Adani Group has

N B maintained that Gautam Adani and

members on the same issues. Before the
House assembled, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju was seen speaking to

Oppn, BJP MPs denate Bhagwat's popul

A day after RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat expressed concern over declining
population growth, BJP leaders welcomed
his remarks while the opposition asked
where will additional resources come from
in case of an increase.Food prices are high
and the government has "failed" to create
employment opportunities for people, they
said.Speaking at an event in Nagpur on
Sunday, Bhagwat highlighted the vital role
of families and warned that according to
population science, if a society's total fer-
tility rate dips below 2.1, it could face
extinction."So when we say 2.1, this
means it should be more, at least three.
The (population) science says so," the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief said and described the declining pop-
ulation growth as a  "serious

concern".Asked about Bhagwat's remarks,
BJP leader Manoj Tiwari said they are in
national interest."The RSS is a patriotic
organisation. If Mohan Bhagwat ji has said
something, then it would certainly be in
the national interest. So it should be

analysed positively," Tiwari told PTI
outside Parliament.BJP MP from Meerut
Arun Govil spoke on similar lines."His
ideas are in the national interest. He is a
mature person, if he has given this state-
ment, it is for the good of the country
and it must be right, he told
PT1.Opposition leaders, however, ques-
tioned Bhagwat and the BJP over his
remarks.Congress Lok Sabha MP from
Katihar Tariq Anwar said Bhagwat's

) remarks were in contrast to what BJP

leaders have been saying on the issue of
population."What he (Bhagwat) is saying
IS contradictory because BJP leaders are
saying the population should be con-
trolled. They should clear these contradic-
tions and the government should come out
with a policy on population," he said.Azad

" his nephew Sagar have not been

i charged with any violation of the US
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) in
the indictment filed by US authorities in a
New York court in the bribery case.

0N remarks

Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram) MP Chandra
Shekhar asked where will the additional
resources to support an increased popula-
tion come from."Such statements are made
with a political agenda and people have to
pay (the price) for them,” the Nagina MP
told PTL.If managed properly, India's pop-
ulation is a useful resource, he said. "If we
start manufacturing, people will get
employment. But the government has
failed in this," he added.Congress Rajya
Sabha MP Renuka Chowdhury said,
respect Mohan Bhagwat ji, but what expe-
rience does he have of bringing up a
child?"She further said, "Everything is
adulterated, food prices are high and when
they (children) grow up, they don't get
employment. What do people need more
children for?"
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Cyclong Fengal Wreaks Havoc I
By Disrupting Flight

Chennai is reeling
under the impact of Cy
clone Fengal. It has
already caused maxi-
mum devastation. The
cyclone formed in the
Bay of Bengal and
brought extremely
heavy rains to Tamil Nadu. The downpour has
caused severe flooding in several areas.\We have
come to know that a disaster was supposed to hap-
pen but averted at the Chennai airport. The reason
for the same is the cyclone. An IndiGo Airlines
Airbus attempted to land but was forced to abort
due to adverse weather conditions. The flight lost
control momentarily before regaining altitude.A
video of the incident has gone viral on social
media, highlighting the intensity of the cyclone’s
impact. The storm has also affected neighboring
Puducherry. The tourist areas have been closed as
a precautionary measure.The government officials
are closely monitoring the situation. The cyclone
continues to pose challenges for residents and
emergency response teams in the region. The gov-
ernment of Tamilnadu is requesting everyone to
avoid travelling to the state. The tourists also can
stay in their places and not roam around as the sit-
uation is not favourable.

Flon Musk Plans to
Reach Mars in 90 Days

Elon Musk has ambitious plans to almost
cut travel time to Mars. Currently missions to
Mars take 6 to 9 months. Musk believes new
technology can reduce this time to just 90
days.The key lies in the proper design and
propulsion of SpaceX's Starship. A fully loaded
Starship could reach speeds approx. over
36,000 km/h. It could travel from Earth to Mars
in 80 to 100 days at this speed. This depends on
the planets' positions in orbit.Current spacecraft
travel at about 39,600 km/h. However,
Starship's advanced systems can improve travel
time. Musk also envisions even faster journeys
in the future.Orbital refueling and stronger
engines could cut the trip to 45 days. This man
involve reaching speeds of about 38,000 km/h.
Also SpaceX plans to use fuel tankers for mid-
journey refueling. This refueling will allow the
spacecraft to accelerate further.Shorter trips to
Mars have major benefits.They reduce astro-
nauts' exposure to cosmic radiation. They also
make it easier to carry fewer supplies. SpaceX
Is pushing the boundaries of space travel. These
advancements bring the dream of Mars colo-
nization closer.Starship is preparing for its first
orbital launch soon. SpaceX recently completed
the sixth flight of Starship Super Heavy. The
seventh flight is planned for 2025. The space
community eagerly watches these develop-
ments. Elon Musk’s efforts may redefine inter-
planetary exploration.
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Imagine striking gold,
only to have it buried under a
mountain of trash literally.
That’s what happened to
James  Howells, whose
Bitcoin fortune, worth a jaw-
dropping Rs 5,900 crore, now
lies forgotten in a landfill in
Newport, Wales. The culprit?
His ex-girlfriend, Halfina
Eddy-Evans, who inadver-
tently discarded the hard
drive containing the key to
his digital treasure nearly a
decade ago. What was intended to be
a simple cleanup request ended up as
an accidental burial of one of the
most valuable fortunes ever lost.In
an interview with The Daily Mail,
Eddy-Evans explained that she was
just following Howells’ orders,
unaware of the future consequences.
“I threw away his rubbish. He asked
me to,” she admitted. “I didn’t know
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In a devastating incident in
Guinea, West Africa, a football match
turned tragic when violent clashes
erupted between fans, resulting in the
deaths of nearly 100 individuals. The
confrontation was ignited by a disputed
referee's decision during a game held in

Tans T’ In-Law: Neoot

In the grand theater of
American politics, where power
often mingles with drama, nepo-
tism has once again claimed the
spotlight. This time, the spotlight
shines on Donald Trump, who has
appointed Massad Boulos, father-
in-law to his daughter Tiffany, as a
senior adviser on Arab and Middle
Eastern affairs. It’s a move that
feels more like an episode of
Succession than a political
appointment, where family loyalty
trumps meritocracy. Critics argue
that this decision isn’t about qual-
ifications but about keeping the family
brand intact. Boulos, a Lebanese bil-
lionaire, has been pivotal in courting
Arab American voters many of whom
have historically been wary of Trump’s
policies on Israel.Massad Boulos is no
ordinary appointee; he’s been heralded
by Trump as a "dealmaker" with a
vision for Middle Eastern peace.
Trump’s social media announcement
painted Boulos as a seasoned diplomat
with deep international connections
and unwavering Republican ideals,
perfectly aligned with Trump’s agenda.
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what was inside, and losing it wasn’t
my fault.” A classic case of "what
you don't know can't hurt you,"

right? Well, unless it's 8,000
Bitcoins!The saga began in 2009
when Howells mined the cryptocur-
rency, forgetting about it until years
later, when he discovered the drive
was lost, sitting somewhere beneath
100,000 tonnes of waste in a landfill.

e 1 e

Jerekore, the nation's sec-
ond-largest city. This
match was part of a tour-
nament paying tribute to
Mamdi Dumbuya, a
prominent figure in the
Guinean military junta.
« The disagreement over the
referee's call led support-
ers of one team to invade
the pitch, sparking a vio-
lent conflict with the
opposing team's fans.The
situation escalated rapidly as thousands
of supporters took to the streets, attack-
ing each other and causing widespread
chaos. Some of the rioters went as far
as setting the local police station on
fire, adding to the turmoil. The clashes

However, the choice has sparked con-
cerns about conflicts of interest, nepo-
tism, and the prioritization of familial
connections over expertise. This isn’t
Trump’s first foray into mixing family
and politics; his previous administra-
tion famously relied on his daughter
Ivanka and son-in-law Jared Kushner,
cementing the family-first approach to
governance.As Boulos steps into his
influential new role, he carries the dual
expectations of representing the Arab
American community while maintain-
ing Trump’s political foothold. His

The value has since sky-
rocketed, and now Howells
is suing the Newport City
Council for Rs 4,900 crore,
desperate to recover the
drive. But the council’s
response? A firm “no.
They cite environmental
concerns and  permit
restrictions as reasons not
to dig up the treasure.As
§ the legal battle drags on,
Eddy-Evans has made it
clear she’s not interested in
the fortune, but rather in putting an
end to the drama. “I hope he finds it,
but | don’t want any part of it,” she
says. Meanwhile, Howells promises
to donate 10% of the newfound for-
tune to turn Newport into the UK’s
version of Dubai or Las Vegas.
Because, of course, if you find a
treasure chest, you may as well build
a new city on top of it, right?

o It

were not only marked by physical con-
frontations but also led to a significant
loss of life, with many more individuals
left with serious injuries. The aftermath
of these events saw social media flood-
ed with harrowing images of bodies
strewn across the streets, painting a
grim picture of the day's violence.A
doctor from a local hospital, speaking
to the press, confirmed the grim toll of
the violence, stating that nearly 100
people had lost their lives in the clash-
es. He also warned that the number of
fatalities might increase as more infor-
mation comes to light. This tragic event
has not only shocked Guinea but has
drawn international attention to the
dangers of fan violence at sporting

events.
at I

campaign efforts to win over
~ Arab American voters in key
' swing states, such as Michi gan,
were instrumental to Tru mp’s
strategy. While Boulos is
praised for his ability to connect
with diverse audiences, skeptics
question whether his familial
ties can lead to meaningful pol-
icy-making or if this appoint-
ment is just another move in the
Trump playbook of political
theatrics. The overlapping of
personal relationships and pub-
lic service continues to muddy
the waters of transparency and account-
ability.In this latest chapter of political
nepotism, it’s hard not to chuckle at the
farcical nature of it all. American poli-
tics seems less like a meritocracy and
more like a family board game, where
the dice are loaded, and every roll
favors a relative. Watching this familial
saga unfold, one might wonder if the
next Cabinet meeting will resemble a
holiday dinner, complete with baked
pies and a side of political ambition just
don’t forget to save a slice for Uncle

Sam!
[ | N H B
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