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Reachmg for the stars, ruining the eartn

In 2024, a year of rising conflicts and
environmental crises, the race for space suprema-
cy highlights a paradox: we look to the stars while
neglecting our planetThat was a harrowing near-
miss. Trump endured an assassination attempt,
and the ensuing spectacle was nothing short of
fantastical. As he emerged, emboldened and defi-
ant, a self-proclaimed martyr rallying Americans
to "fight...fight...fight," the undercurrent of tur-
moil in the U.S. political sphere became
irrefutable. Following the attack, responsibility
was squarely placed on the Secret Service,
prompting the resignation of its chief, Kimberly
Cheatle. However, the pivotal guestion is not
about security oversights but rather the signifi-
cance of his survival.The fact that Trump has now
emerged from such an ordeal only solidifies his
centrality in American political discourse. His
rhetoric will escalate to unprecedented levels of
provocation, further inflaming a deeply divided
nation. As January 20 nears and he ascends to the
presidency as the 47th leader, we must confront
an uncomfortable truth: America is on the
precipice of a more ominous epoch. This is not
merely about one man’s political endurance—it is
about the disintegration of American society
itself, driven to the brink by long-standing forces
in motion.On the broader geopolitical stage, 2024
has been a year of unsettling reconfigurations.In
Asia, China’s dominance over Taiwan is undeni-
able, with global consensus growing that
Beijing’s ambitions will not yield to Western
opposition. For years, the U.S. has provoked
China through military deployments and arms to
Taiwan. Yet, China’s psychological and econom-
ic warfare has shifted the global balance of
power, eroding America's influence in the Pacific.
Despite this, the U.S. persists, its foreign policy
increasingly marked by desperation and
entrenched arrogance.Meanwhile, the war in
Ukraine, now in its third year, serves as a painful
reminder of the West’s misguided strategy of
intervention. NATO’s resolve is deteriorating, and

support for Kyiv is dwindling in many Western
capitals as the economic cost of the war becomes
more pronounced. Public disillusionment with the
conflict is palpable, yet the U.S. continues to allo-
cate resources to a war with no clear resolution in
sight. The arms industry flourishes, and NATO’s
failure to pursue a diplomatic resolution leaves a
bitter aftertaste, as Russia, empowered by internal
European divisions, presses its advantage. In
2024 alone, the global arms trade reached a stag-
gering $632 billion, with much of that revenue
enriching manufacturers who profit from relent-
less destruction. The grim reality is that war has
evolved into a lucrative enterprise, sustaining the
military-industrial complex while civilians bear
the cost.A similar dynamic is unfolding in West
Asia, where Israel’s military actions against
Palestine and Lebanon have extended into Syria
by year’s end, driven by a voracious expansionist
agenda, all under the protective mantle of U.S.
support. The missile exchanges between Iran and
Israel risk escalating into full-scale warfare, with
no resolution in sight.Yet, the West remains
obsessively focused on preserving its hegemonic
power, blatantly disregarding the mounting
humanitarian catastrophes. In parallel, the Arab
world exposes its deep-seated fragmentation,
driven by centuries-old dogmas and self-serving
political agendas, all of which continue to wreak
havoc on the lives of millions of Muslims.The sit-
uation in South Asia mirrors this instability. With
the re-election of Narendra Modi and the BJP,
India is significantly expanding its global influ-
ence, even as internal crises—such as communal
violence in the Northeast and Kashmir—continue
to intensify, with the government blaming its neg-
ligence.India is poised to become the world’s
third-largest economy within five years, yet rising
tensions with the United States present an oppor-
tunity to reassess the true nature of America’s
'Asia Pivot." As tensions escalate in Pakistan and
neighbouring Afghanistan, the region teeters on
the brink of broader conflict. Political instability

in Bangladesh, exacerbated by alleged U.S.-spon-
sored 'people’s protests' that ousted Sheikh
Hasina, and fragile politics in Nepal, which
increasingly aligns with China, further fuel the
growing unease.Sri Lanka and the Maldives, after
years of political turmoil, have found a degree of
stability by year’s end. Sri Lanka, in particular,
has experienced a remarkable political shift, with
a single party securing a supermajority in parlia-
ment, now populated by a wave of inexperienced
young politicians.While the Maldives continues
to navigate its political challenges, South Asia—
often dismissed as a 'dead regional idea'—
remains a crucial player in global geopolitics.
Meanwhile, in 2024, Africa boldly rejects colo-
nial influence, with nations like Niger, Burkina
Faso, Senegal, and Chad expelling French forces
and reclaiming sovereignty. Yet, the continent's
vast resources fuel a neocolonial scramble,
exposing deep-rooted corruption and divisive
leadership. Despite efforts to break free, Africa
remains trapped by external exploitation and the
greed of its elites, hindering true autonomy and
progress.At the same time, the relentless march of
artificial intelligence in 2024 highlights a more
subtle threat: the obliteration of labour.Entire
industries, from retail to finance, have been dis-
rupted by automation, leaving millions of work-
ers displaced. In the U.S., unemployment rates
hovered around 4.5% in 2024, but these statistics
scarcely reflect the many individuals who have
been relegated to underemployment or excluded
from the labour market entirely. Meanwhile,
global projections suggest that job displacement
due to automation will increase by up to 30%
over the next decade. While the technocrats cele-
brate Al’s progress, millions are left behind.
Simultaneously, the integration of Al into military
systems raises the frightening possibility of
autonomous warfare, where human lives are sub-
ject to the whims of algorithms.In 2024, climate
change worsened, but leaders offered only empty
words. The COP29 collapse highlighted the

The statesman and a ge

Dr Singh’s journey from a hum-
ble student to a distinguished statesman
IS a testament to perseverance, intellect
and humilityAs the country mourns the
death of former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh who breathed his last
on 26th December 2024 at the age of
92. The world leaders condone the
death of a man who was a common
man’s Prime Minister and a golden boy
of destiny.He ruled the nation for 10
years after having successfully dealt
with the economic crisis of 1991 when
the then Prime Minister Narsimha Rao
appointed him Finance Minister and the
rest is history of dismantling the license
raj and ushering in economic liberaliza-
tion of the economy and the nation is
grateful to him and the Narsimha Rao
for opening up the economy of caged
lion that is India the benefits of which
the nation is reaping today. | write this
article when the country’s politics is
witnessing high conflicts and drama
and the entire gamut of politicians com-
ing from a background which is miles
away from Dr Manmohan Singh’s aca-
demic background as most of the time
the politicians are jostling with each
other in the quest for power, position
and money.The fractured polity of India
is the creation of politics of power and
money which also seamlessly spreads
across sectors of society and adminis-
tration. Dr Manmohan Singh was born
in Pakistan and came to India as a poor
student but due to the sheer dent of his
talent, perseverance and hard work
obtained a scholarship and attained high
educational qualifications as an econo-
mist from the University of Cambridge
and Oxford. As an academician and
economist, he served the nation with

dignity and aplomb as an officer and
bureaucrat in the Planning
Commission, Chief Economic Advisor
and Secretary in the Ministry of
Environment, Governor of the Reserve
Bank of India, Chairman of the
University Grant Commission and
finally as politician member of Rajya
Sabha for more than 30 years and Prime
Minister for 10 years.The luck favours
the brave as the saying goes and he had
plenty of it.No Prime Minister in the
past nor the near distant future is going
to have such a background and rich pro-
file as Dr Manmohan Singh has and
with this, he has etched his name in the
history of India. As such no academi-
cian or economist in India could hope to
achieve the post of Prime Minister of
India considering our varied polity and
its nature. Most of the professionals end
up on bureaucratic posts and some may
occupy the constitutional position of
President or Vice-President of India or
Governors. Sonia Gandhi will also be
remembered for choosing him as Prime

Minister of India after she was
elected as leader of the
Congress Parliamentary Party
~ in the year 2004 and refused to
hold the post considering
- | opposition to her foreign ori-
| gin.The Indian masses special-
ly educated elite and young
brains aspiring to be great lead-
ers in many fields including
politics must take several les-
sons from the life of Dr
.~ Manmohan Singh. The first, he
4 was talented and humble but
' more than that he had a very
high emotional intelligence.
These days lot of people in
diverse fields end up failing even
though they have high calibre, capabili-
ty, knowledge and intelligence but lack
emotional intelligence. It is the emo-
tional intelligence that frames the men-
tal makeup of individuals reflected in
their demeanour while dealing with
people of diverse background and sit-
uati ons.Second, he had an uncanny tal-
ent for perceiving things with poise and
confidence coming his way and organ-
izing his capability most efficiently for
the benefit of his organizations and ulti-
mately for the country as Prime
Minister of India and for his party.
Many of our leaders in politics as also
in bureaucracy lack poise and confi-
dence and that results in making mis-
takes at crucial times. Third is how to
handle provocative situations and when
to be outspoken. This quality is essen-
tial while handling diversified issues
with conflicting claims and counter-
claims in both politics and administra-
tion. The fourth is to be silent like when
Rahul Gandhi tore a proposed bill of his

wealthiest nations’ evasion of responsibility, leav-
ing the vulnerable to suffer while the crisis, fueled
by inequality and unchecked industrialisation,
deepened. By 2024, over 700 million people
worldwide were living in extreme poverty, with
hunger rates climbing sharply due to both the eco-
nomic pressures of conflict and climate-related
calamities.For many, securing enough food to
survive has become an increasingly insurmount-
able struggle.In space, the race for hegemony
reached new heights, as the U.S., China, and pri-
vate corporations competed for supremacy in the
cosmos. Yet, one must question: why are such vast
resources being allocated to space exploration
when the world’s most pressing issues remain
unaddressed? The billions being invested in Mars
colonisation could be better used to address the
problems on Earth, yet the Western obsession
with space reflects a deeper sense of
hubris.Humanity looks to the stars but fails to
confront the crises that are unfolding on its
soil. The year 2024 will be remembered as one
that exposed the profound contradictions of our
age. The Western world is at war with itself, con-
sumed by political divisions, economic inequali-
ty, and an incapacity to respond to the genuine
challenges of our time. The rise of populism,
authoritarianism, and unchecked technological
advancement portends a future in which the
divide between the rich and the poor widens, and
the planet teeters on the brink of environmental
collapse. In this environment, the struggle for sur-
vival will no longer be merely political—it will
be existential. We are increasingly forfeiting our
collective responsibility, continuing to vie for bet-
ter accommodations in a sinking vessel, fully
aware that we are all doomed to submerge. As we
enter 2025, may we dare to confront the tumult of
our times with the audacity to question every-
thing, forging a future that challenges the very
forces seeking to dominate us. Wishing you a
year of purpose and unity.

ntleman

government publically, and act firm like
a solid rock and take a decision to its
logical end without any compro
mise.The iron will he had shown when
while signing the nuclear deal with
America had shown his strong commit-
ment and capability to carry his deci-
sion to its logical end even though the
CPM withdrew support for his govern-
ment. His government was, however,
bailed out by the Samajwadi party but it
has shown his strong personality as a
national leader while dealing with inter-
national diplomacy. This attitude is the
hallmark of excellent leaders who can
balance things considering what is best
for the governance and the country.The
fifth lesson which is most important for
today’s leaders is; that he was above
favouritism, caste or religion and thus
deftly handled his government with loy-
alty to his party leader and the country.
However, sometimes the hangers-on in
power especially in the bureaucracy do
play mischief as observed by this writer
nevertheless, such things always hap-
pen with all powerful posts and peo-
ple.Though he was criticised by the
opposition he maintained his poise and
firmly remained loyal to his way of
doing things and because of his scholar-
ly eloquence and demeanours he was
respected by all world leaders who mat-
tered in international diplomacy. Dr
Manmohan Singh, the academician par
excellence, achieved dazzling heights.
Such personas are born in politics once
in a century or not born at all. | hope the
current politicians of his party and the
budding politicians/social and adminis-
trative aspirants imbibe these virtues to
become effective leaders of tomorrow,
which India needs today.




Azerbaijan's  President, Ilham
Aliyev, has made shocking claims regard-
ing the tragic crash of an Azerbaijan
Airlines passenger plane in Kazakhstan
that killed 38 people.On Sunday, Aliyev
stated that the plane, which was flying
over Russian airspace, was struck by gun-
fire originating from Russian soil.His
comments came during a broadcast on
Azerbaijan's state television, where he
expressed his disappointment that certain
Russian circles had attempted to suppress
the truth surrounding the crash.Aliyev sug-
gested that false narratives were being
spread and urged Russian authorities to
acknowledge the incident, apologize to
Azerbaijan, and share the facts with the
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public in a timely manner. He emphasized
that Russia should have taken responsibil-
ity for the tragic event, given the close ties
between the two countries.The incident
occurred on Wednesday when Flight J2-
8243, travelling from Baku to Aktau in
Kazakhstan, crashed, initially believed to
have been caused by a bird strike or dense
fog. However, later reports indicated that
the plane may have been downed by
Russian air defence systems, possibly in
connection with military operations target-
ing Ukrainian drones.In response to the
incident, Russian President Vladimir Putin
expressed his regret for the "tragic event"
but refrained from taking full responsibili-
ty, instead offering an apology for the inci-
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dent that occurred over Russian airspace.
Putin's apology came just days after
Azerbaijan's President called for more
transparency in the investigation.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky,
meanwhile, has called for clear explana-
tions from Putin regarding the crash, voic-
ing his condolences and demanding
accountability for the loss of life.The
White House has also weighed in, suggest-
ing that initial evidence points to the
involvement of Russian air defense sys-
tems in the crash. The U.S. government
has offered assistance in investigating the
incident, while the United Kingdom has
called for an independent probe into the
matter.As the investigation continues, both
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Azerbaijan and international observers are
calling for full transparency and clarity on
what led to the loss of so many lives. The
tragic crash has raised serious concerns
over air safety, especially in conflict zones
where military operations may interfere

2L Air Plane Cras

On

December 29, 2024, a tragic plane crash occurred at
Muan International Airport in South Korea. A Jeju Air
flight 7C2216, travelling from Bangkok, crashed
while attempting to land, resulting in a catastrophic
explosion.The flight, carrying 175 passengers and six
crew members, was nearing the airport around 9 am
local time when disaster struck. Only two survivors,
both flight attendants, were found alive.Investigations
suggest several factors may have contributed to the
crash. The aircraft had encountered difficult condi-
tions during its descent, including a potential bird
strike. Shortly before the crash, the control tower
issued a bird strike warning, and soon after, the pilots
declared an emergency with a mayday call.According
to reports, a passenger even texted a relative saying a
bird was stuck in the wing, with a chilling final mes-
sage: "Should I say my last words?"Bird strike: The
plane may have collided with birds, causing damage
to the landing gear. This could have prevented the
gear from deploying properly during the landing
attempt.Landing gear failure: The failure to deploy
the landing gear might have led the aircraft to land on
its belly, which is a dangerous maneuver.After the
mayday call, the plane made an unsuccessful attempt
to land. As it touched down, the landing gear failed,
and the plane continued to skid, ultimately crashing
into a wall at the end of the runway. The collision
resulted in an intense fireball that engulfed the air-
craft.

The Aftermath

By the time emergency responders arrived, the fire
was extinguished, but the plane was completely
destroyed. Officials reported that passengers were
likely ejected from the aircraft upon impact, leaving
little chance of survival. The identification of the
deceased is ongoing, as authorities continue to recov-
er remains from the wreckage.The crash, now consid-
ered the deadliest air accident involving a South
Korean airline in nearly three decades, has raised seri-
ous concerns about aviation safety. 120 people were
confirmed dead by the afternoon, and the investiga-
tion continues into the precise causes of this devastat-
ing tragedy.

Final Thoughts

The Jeju Air crash serves as a painful reminder of the
unpredictable dangers that can occur in aviation.
While investigations into the bird strike, weather con-
ditions, and mechanical failure are still underway, this
incident highlights the importance of continuous
Improvement in air safety protocols and aircraft tech-
nology.

The

Indian Space Research Organization
(ISRO) is gearing up for a significant
launch with its PSLV C-60 mission.
Scheduled for 9:58 pm on 30th
December, this mission aims to
demonstrate in-space docking of two
spacecraft. It will also carry 24 exper-
imental payloads designed by start-
ups and academic institutions from
across India.Among the payloads,
Hyderabad-based N Space Tech is
excited about launching its first pay-
load, SwetchaSAT-Vx. This Ultra-
high frequency (UHF) communica-
tion payload will enable communica-
tion between satellites and ground sta-
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tions. "SwetchaSAT-10
represents our dedication
to developing reliable
satellite communication
N systems,” said Divya
BN Kothamasu, founder of N
Space Tech.The mission
includes ten payloads
from start-ups and aca-

demic institutions.
Mumbai-based Manastu
Space  will launch

VYOM-2U, a monopro-
pellant offering a safer
alternative to hydrazine. Bengaluru's
RV College of Engineering plans a
microbiological experiment with
RVSAT-1, while students from Amity
University in Mumbai aim to study
plant growth in space.

ISRO has expanded the capacity of its
PS-4 Orbital Experiment Module
(POEM) threefold compared to previ-
ous missions. This module allows the
final stage of the rocket to conduct
microgravity experiments for up to
three months instead of becoming
space debris after deploying primary
satellites.

Boosting Private Sector Participation
The private space sector in India has
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with civilian flights.
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seen rapid growth since 2020, with
start-ups increasing to nearly 266. The
government informed Parliament that
IN-SPACe has signed around 71
MoUs with private start-ups to sup-
port space systems and applications
development. This initiative aims to
boost industry participation in manu-
facturing launch vehicles and satel-
lites. Traditionally, launching payloads
into space has been costly for smaller
organisations due to high expenses.
The POEM platform offers a cost-
effective solution for budding space
start-ups to conduct in-orbit experi-
ments while focusing on innovation.
Details of the Mission

The PSLV C-60 mission will see the
PS-4 stage re-started twice after sepa-
rating the two primary spacecraft,
each weighing 220 kg. This process
will lower it to a 350 km circular orbit.
Any remaining propellant will be used
through the main engines for safety
purposes.The PS-4 stage will be pow-
ered by flexible solar panels and a
50Ah Lithium-ion battery. Out of the
total 24 payloads, 14 are from various
ISRO centres, including Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre and Space

Physics Laboratory.
1 1
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onnecting Vvexananca Rock To Throvallvar Sate

Tamil Nadu  Chief
Minister MK Stalin will inaugu-
rate the new glass fiber bridge
connecting Vivekananda Rock
Memorial and the Thiruvalluvar
Statue in Kanyakumari. This 77-
metre-long and 10-metre-wide
architectural wonder, costing Rs
37 crore, will enable tourists to
visit the statue even during
rough seas and low water lev- ;
els.The state government has S
planned a three-day celebration 5%
ending on January 1. However,
due to Manmohan Singh's pass-
ing, art events on December 31
are cancelled. The January 1 events
will occur tomorrow instead. Kanya
kumari is adorned with vibrant lights
for the occasion, and a laser light
show will illuminate the Thiruvalluvar
statue at night.During these festivities,
Chief Minister Stalin will present the

Thirukkural and award prizes to 25
deserving individuals. Additionally,
he will visit the Poompuhar boat sta-
tion and pay floral tributes to
Padamalar. These celebrations aim to
highlight Tamil culture and heritage
while attracting tourists from across

India and abroad.
Broadcasting Celebrations
Across Chennai
The Chennai Corporation
plans to broadcast these
celebrations live across 15
zones including Thiruv
ottriyur, Manali, Madhava
ram, Royapuram, Amba
ttur, and Kodambakkam.
This initiative allows resi-
dents throughout Chennai
. to partake in the festivities
and witness the grandeur of
the Thiruvalluvar statue.
The silver jubilee of the
Thiruvalluvar statue under-
scores its enduring legacy as a symbol
of Tamil poet-philosopher's wisdom.
The event promises to draw large
crowds eager to celebrate this mile-
stone while enjoying cultural displays
that promote Tamil heritage.
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