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From showcasing Gl-certified products
to championing organic farming,
Grameen Bharat Mahotsav 2025
underscored rural India’s vital role in
nation buildingRural India, often
described as the soul of the nation, has
been a cornerstone of India’s economic
and cultural identity. The Grameen
Bharat Mahotsav 2025, organised by
NABARD and inaugurated by the
Prime Minister, illuminated the
remarkable strides made by rural com-
munities.This event brought together
policymakers, entrepreneurs, artisans,
and thought leaders to celebrate and
further the progress of rural India
while envisioning a sustainable and
inclusive future. Held under the theme
‘Building a Resilient Rural India for a
Viksit Bharat 2047,” the Mahotsav pro-
vided a platform to showcase the
diverse achievements of rural India.
From Gl-certified products and tribal
crafts to organic agriculture and
women-led entrepreneurship, the festi-
val underscored the untapped econom-
ic and cultural potential of rural areas,
particularly the North-Eastern
region.In his inaugural address, the

VIvekanan

As we celebrate Swami
Vivekananda’s birth anniversary, it is
crucial to revisit his teachings, not just
as historical artefacts but as living
ideas relevant for todaySwami
Vivekananda, born Narendranath
Datta on January 12, 1863, is one of
India’s most remarkable spiritual lead-
ers and thinkers. His birth anniversary
IS more than a mere occasion to hon-
our his memory; it is an invitation to
reflect on his profound legacy and the
enduring relevance of his ideas. While
his role in revitalising Hinduism and
introducing Indian philosophy to the
Western world is well-documented,
some aspects of Vivekananda’s
thought remain less explored yet
deeply significant. In a world grap-
pling with numerous social, ethical,
and philosophical challenges, his
teachings serve as a quintessential
guide.Vivekananda was much more
than a spiritual icon; he was a prag-
matic philosopher who firmly
believed in the application of spiritual
principles to practical life. His famous
assertion that “service to humans is
service to God’ exemplifies his view
that spirituality should be lived, not
merely theorised. He encouraged peo-
ple to engage in social service,
emphasising that true religion mani-
fests in the form of compassion, kind-
ness and action.This perspective feels
especially resonant in our modern
times, where there is often a discon-
nection between spiritual practices
and real-world issues. Vivekananda’s
message is a call to integrate spiritual-
ity with daily life, urging individuals
to act with empathy and responsibility
toward others.One of the most for-
ward-thinking aspects of
Vivekananda’s philosophy was his
vision of education. He was deeply
critical of the colonial education sys-
tem, which he believed produced
clerks rather than thinkers and vision-
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Prime Minister emphasised the pivotal
role of rural India in achieving a Viksit
Bharat by 2047. He highlighted the
government’s focus on enhancing rural
infrastructure, promoting financial
inclusion, and empowering margin-
alised communities.The Prime
Minister’s speech set the tone for the
event, reinforcing the idea that the
path to India’s growth lies in the
empowerment of its villages.
NABARD Chairman, Shaji KV, deliv-
ered a compelling address, reflecting
on the transformative journey of rural
India over the past decade.He pointed
to significant advancements such as
improved infrastructure through the
Prime Minister Gram Sadak Yojna,
widespread electrification, digital con-
nectivity, and the GI tagging of rural
products. These initiatives, he stated,
have bridged the gap between rural and
urban areas, creating opportunities for
inclusive economic growth.The
Mahotsav also featured dynamic panel
discussions that explored critical
aspects of rural development. One

panel delved into the potential of
organic agriculture, discussing how cli-

da: A vision

aries. For Vivekananda, education was
not merely about accumulating
knowledge but about developing the
whole person—intellectually, morally
and spiritually. He emphasized the
need for self-reliance and character-
building, which he saw as the true
objectives of education. In today’s
educational discourse, which increas-
ingly values holistic development and
critical thinking, Vivekananda’s ideas
are strikingly prescient. His approach
encourages educators and policymak-
ers to think beyond conventional cur-
ricula, fostering environments that
nurture creativity, ethics, and personal
growth. At a time when women’s
rights were severely restricted, he
advocated for their education and
empowerment, highlighting the signif-
icant role women could play in shap-
ing society.He often drew from India’s
spiritual heritage, pointing to histori-
cal examples of women who had
achieved great intellectual and spiritu-
al heights. In a world that continues to
struggle with gender disparities,
Vivekananda’s vision offers a timeless
reminder of the importance of creat-
ing opportunities for all, irrespective
of gender. His thoughts encourage us
to work towards dismantling barriers
and fostering a society where every-
one can achieve their potential.
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mate-smart practices can address food
security, environmental sustainability,
and economic empowerment.
Highlights included the success of the
“GOBAR-Dhan” Yojana, which has
already established over 2,300 biogas
units, and the expansion of the organic
agriculture market, now valued at
Rs16,800 crore.Another panel empha-
sised the importance of empowering
cooperatives, with NABARD’s initia-
tives in digitising over 67,000 coopera-
tive societies playing a transformative
role in making banking more accessi-
ble and affordable for rural popula-
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tions. The event wasn’t just
about discussions and eco-
nomic progress—it was also a
celebration of India’s rich cul-
tural heritage. Vibrant per-
formances brought to life the
diverse artistic traditions of
rural India.lt provided rural
entrepreneurs and artisans
with access to broader mar-
kets, strengthened partner-
ships between stakeholders,
and emphasised sustainable
practices.The festival also
resulted in actionable policy
recommendations, including the pro-
motion of digital literacy, enhanced
support for organic farming, and initia-
tives to boost rural infrastructure and
healthcare.As the event concluded, it
left a resounding message: the future
of India lies in the empowerment of its
villages. With the collective efforts of
organisations like NABARD and the
unwavering support of the government,
rural India is poised to lead the nation
into a brighter, more sustainable future,
aligning perfectly with the vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047.

for an inclusive world

Another fascinating aspect of
Vivekananda’s thought was his bal-
anced approach to nationalism and
internationalism.He was a patriot who
deeply loved India, yet his national-
ism was inclusive, rooted in the cul-
tural and spiritual wealth of the nation
rather than in aggression or exclu-
sion.His famous speech at the
Parliament of the World’s Religions in
Chicago in 1893 exemplified his
belief in the unity of humanity. In his
view, true patriotism did not mean
hostility toward others but an appreci-
ation of one’s culture while respecting
and learning from others. This
approach is particularly relevant
today, as we navigate the complexities
of national pride in a globalised
world. Vivekananda’s inclusive
nationalism provides a framework for
fostering pride in one’s heritage while
promoting global solidarity. Less
commonly discussed, yet equally sig-
nificant, is Vivekananda’s respect for
science and rational inquiry. Unlike
many of his contemporaries who saw
religion and science as oppositional
forces, Vivekananda believed they
could complement each other. He
encouraged the cultivation of a scien-
tific temper, advocating for a world-
view that embraced both rationality
and spirituality.His open-mindedness
toward scientific discoveries and his
belief in the power of reason present a
balanced perspective that is incredibly
relevant in today’s age of rapid tech-
nological advancement.
Vivekananda’s stance reminds us that
faith and reason need not be in con-
flict but can coalesce to enrich our
understanding of the world.
Vivekananda was also a pioneer of
interfaith dialogue, advocating for the
respect and understanding of all reli-
gious traditions. He saw the diversity
of faiths not as a barrier but as a testa-
ment to the multifaceted nature of

truth. His inclusive attitude towards
different religions stands as a power-
ful counter to the sectarian violence
and religious intolerance that plague
many societies today. Vivekananda’s
vision of interfaith harmony reminds
us of the need for empathy and
respect in a world often divided along
religious lines.His approach encour-
ages us to find common ground and to
celebrate the richness that diverse
spiritual traditions bring to humanity.
The legacy of Swami Vivekananda is
multifaceted.He was a monk, a
philosopher, a nationalist, and a
reformer, whose ideas continue to
inspire millions worldwide. His teach-
ings invite us to reflect on our person-
al and collective responsibilities, urg-
ing us to work towards a world that is
more just, compassionate, and inclu-
sive. Vivekananda’s emphasis on the
practical application of spiritual prin-
ciples, disagreement with the imposi-
tion of vegetarianism, advocacy for
education that nurtures the whole per-
son, progressive views on gender,
inclusive nationalism, and respect for
both science and interfaith dialogue,
all remain remarkably relevant.His
vision offers solutions to many of the
challenges we face today, from educa-
tional reforms to gender equality,
from religious harmony to ethical liv-
ing. As we celebrate his birth anniver-
sary, it is crucial to revisit Swami
Vivekananda’s teachings, not just as
historical artefacts but as living ideas
that can guide us toward a better
future. His message is clear: “Arise,
awake” - true greatness lies in the
ability to apply timeless principles to
the needs of the present, to foster a
world where humanity can thrive in
all its diversity.Swami Vivekananda’s
life and work remain a beacon, illumi-
nating the path to a world that values
compassion, justice, and the collective
wellbeing of all its inhabitants.




Amit Shah’s contention that seven per
cent of Indians are into substance
abuse is an eye-opener; the Govt must
act nowindia is grappling with an esca-
lating threat that cuts across social and
economic lines: the increasing preva-
lence of drug abuse. With seven per
cent of the population reportedly
engaged in narcotics use, the issue has
become a pressing concern for policy-
makers, law enforcement agencies and
society at large. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah recently underscored the
severity of the problem, describing it
as a “cancer” that could destroy the
nation’s future generations. Speaking
at the ‘Drug Trafficking and National
Security’ conference, Shah highlighted
the government’s intensified efforts
against the drug menace. In 2024
alone, narcotics worth Rs 16,914 crore
were seized, a record-breaking figure.
Comparing the past two decades, Shah
noted that from 2004 to 2014, 3.63
lakh kilograms of drugs were seized,
whereas from 2014 to 2024, the figure
had risen seven-fold to 24 lakh kilo-

Ploneering

IMD has evolved from focusing on
weather forecasting to becoming a key
player in climate research, disaster
management and air quality
monitoringThe completion of 150
years of establishment of the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) is a
matter of great pride for every Indian.
The India Meteorological Department
(IMD), established in 1875, has played
a pioneering role in meteorological and
atmospheric studies in India. Initially
focused on weather forecasting and
seismology, the Department gradually
expanded its scope to include climate
research, disaster management, and
environmental monitoring. IMD was
perhaps the first institution in India to
start systematic long-term measure-
ment of solar radiation, precipitation
chemistry, ozone, and aerosol optical
and physical properties.Recognising
the importance of atmospheric compo-
sition, IMD became an active partner
in global atmospheric environment
monitoring and research programs and
contributed significantly towards
ozone hole, air quality, precipitation
chemistry, climate change, solar dim-
ming and brightening research. The
Earth’s climate system has demonstra-
bly changed since the pre-industrial
era. IMD has a key responsibility in
understanding the science of climate
change and variability as well as adap-
tation and mitigation strategies. It
plays a prominent role in facilitating a
broader use of climate information,
products and services. IMD has been
mandated to operate the national mete-
orological observing systems; develop
and maintain data archives; undertake
climate monitoring; and carry out cli-
mate diagnostics, climate analysis and
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grams. Despite this, the drug menace
has only increased with even school
going children also becoming drug
addicts. The discovery of at least 50
illegal labs across the country under-
scores this issue. With stringent actions
against traditional narcotics, there is a
worrying shift towards the production
and consumption of synthetic drugs, a
trend that demands immediate inter-
vention.India’s geographical location
plays a significant role in its vulnera-
bility to drug trafficking. Positioned
near the Golden Crescent
(Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran) and
the Golden Triangle (Myanmar, Laos,
and Thailand), the country serves as
both a transit and a destination hub for
narcotics. Social factors such as unem-
ployment, poverty, and peer pressure
further exacerbate the issue, especially
among the youth, creating a vicious
cycle of addiction and criminality.
Since 2019, the Modi government has
adopted a multi-pronged strategy to
tackle the drug crisis. Enhanced
enforcement efforts have led to record-
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breaking seizures, reflecting
improved coordination and
action against traffickers.
However, the drug menace
has only increased. India
needs to focus on strength-
ening its law enforcement
framework, ensuring that
agencies have access to
advanced training, technol-
ogy and resources to dis-
mantle drug networks. The
regulation of precursor
chemicals must be tight-
ened to prevent their mis-
use in synthetic drug pro-
duction. Rehabilitation facili-
ties must be expanded to provide holis-
tic support to those battling addiction,
while nationwide public awareness
campaigns should be intensified to fos-
ter a culture of prevention. The fight
against drugs also requires regional
and global cooperation. Neighbouring
countries must work together to
address cross-border trafficking, share
intelligence and coordinate enforce-
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ment actlons. At the domestic level,
fostering collaboration between gov-
ernments, non-profits and local com-
munities is essential to sustain long-
term efforts. The drug menace in India
is not merely a law enforcement chal-
lenge but a societal crisis that demands
collective action. The government
must step up the efforts before it
becomes a full-blown crisis.

meteorology and AQ managemen

climate assessment.All this reliable and
authentic data and information collect-
ed over 150 years has provided a prop-
er assessment of climate change in
India and has also helped in develop-
ing policy formulation for adaptation
and mitigation measures. The air quali-
ty forecast and assessment system
helps CAQM and other pollution con-
trol authorities in the country to make
decisions for air quality management
including the implementation of
GRAP.The problem associated with air
pollution is very complex as many fac-
tors contribute to changes in concentra-
tions of the main pollutants. The major
factors are anthropogenic emissions,
urbanisation, specific topography,
emissions sources, environmental fac-
tors and meteorology. The advances in
computational resources allowed the
use of advanced deterministic chemical
transport models, leading to more
accurate air quality forecasts, replacing
the previous empirical and statistical
approach which has some
limitations. The scientists at India
Meteorological Department and Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology

(IITM), Pune, Ministry
of Earth Science joint-
ly developed the
advanced Air Quality
Early Warning System
(AQEWS). The
advanced modelling
framework consists of
a high-resolution fully
coupled state-of-the-
science Weather
Research and
Forecasting model
coupled with chem-
istry (commonly
known as WRF-Chem), and ingest data
from satellites on aerosol optical depth,
surface data from air quality monitor-
ing stations across India and high-reso-
lution emissions from various anthro-
pogenic and natural sources including
dust and stubble burning, to create
more accurate initial conditions using
state-of-the-art data assimilation tech-
niques, to improve forecasts.The
chemical data assimilation is further
integrated with dynamical downscaling
at a 400-meter resolution to provide a
very high spatial resolution air quality
forecast for the Delhi region. The pre-
diction part of the system consists of
two modelling frameworks, one is
based on the NCAR atmospheric
chemistry transport model (WRF-
Chem) and the second one is based on
the Finnish Meteorological Institute
model SILAM (System for Integrated
modelling of Atmospheric composi-
tion). The models take into account the
latest land use land cover (LULC)
change information over Delhi, back-
ground aerosols and pollutants, long-
range transport of dust from dust
storms and particulate matter from

stubble burning. The predictions are
now available up to 72 hours lead time
at 400 meter resolution and 10 days in
advance at 10 km resolution for the
Delhi region. The advanced warning
system provides (a) an air quality fore-
cast at 400 meters for the Delhi/ NCR
region, (b) an air quality forecast on
primary and secondary stress of
Delhi/NCR at 400 meters resolution,
(c) an air quality forecast at 10 km res-
olution for entire South Asian region,
(d) real-time observations of air quali-
ty over Delhi/NCR region, (e) details
about natural aerosols like dust (from
dust storms) and particulate matter
using different satellite datasets, (f)
Near real-time fire information over
India, (g) forecast of the contribution
of non-local fire emissions. Consistent
efforts are required to further improve
the model performance.The field of
environmental meteorology has wit-
nessed transformative innovations,
with cutting-edge technologies
enabling precise, real-time insights into
atmospheric dynamics and air
quality.The accuracy of air quality
forecasts is essential for mitigating the
health impacts and economic costs of
air pollution. IMD and associated insti-
tutions are continuously striving for
improvement in environment monitor-
ing and air quality prediction.IMD’s
historical contributions have not only
improved the scientific understanding
of India’s unique atmospheric condi-
tions but have also played a critical
role in global efforts to combat air pol-
lution and climate change.Many com-
pliments to the meteorological commu-
nity for their hard work in making
IMD a global leader in the field of
weather and climate.
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