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Wlldflres A call for action

Los Angeles fires ravage city as
President-elect Trump prepares for sec-
ond term amid climate change
controversyAs President-elect Donald
Trump prepares to assume office for
his second term, the United States
faces devastation from the Los Angeles
fires, which have claimed several lives
and caused billions of dollars in dam-
ages. Trump has maintained that there
IS no such thing like climate change
and has even withdrawn from Paris cli-
mate agreement. He has been fighting
developing countries and even its own
allies over climate change. The Los
Angeles fires a direct consequence of
climate change must come as an eye-
opener to the president-elect. The city
has become a focal point for devastat-
ing wildfires, which have grown in
intensity and frequency over the past
few decades. The wildfires of recent
years, including the catastrophic ones

2023, serve as a stark reminder of the
urgent need to address the underlying
factors fueling these disasters and to
build a more resilient future. Wildfires
in Los Angeles and the broader
Southern California region are driven
by a confluence of factors: prolonged
droughts, climate change, urban sprawl
into fire-prone areas, and an accumula-
tion of dry vegetation. The Los Angels
fires have destroyed several homes,
displaced thousands of residents and
led to several fatalities. The economic
toll have reached billions of dollars,

while the ecological damage will take
decades to repair.The increasing fre-
quency and severity of wildfires are
directly linked to climate change.
Rising temperatures, prolonged
droughts, and shifting weather patterns
create ideal conditions for fires to
ignite and spread rapidly. These fires
underscore the necessity of global and
local actions to mitigate climate
change, including reducing greenhouse
gas emissions and transitioning to
renewable energy sources. One of the
significant contributors to wildfire vul-
nerability is urban sprawl into wild-
land-urban interface areas.
Accumulated dry vegetation acts as
fuel for wildfires. The Los Angeles
fires are a wake-up call for govern-
ments across the world. Addressing the
wildfire crisis requires a multi-faceted
approach that includes tackling climate
change, revising urban development

policies, investing in emergency pre-
paredness and fostering community
engagement. Los Angeles, like many
other regions around the world, must
learn to adapt to a man-made reality
where wildfires are a persistent threat.
By applying the lessons learned from
past disasters, the city can build a
safer, more resilient future for its resi-
dents and ecosystems. But for that to
happen the decisions must be taken at
the highest level and the world leaders
must bury the hatchet and come to an
agreement that something concrete
needs to be done to mitigate the cli-
mate disaster. It is a universal problem
affecting all of us so a unified action
alone can curb this menace. The Los
Angeles fires might prompt Donald
Trump to consider the importance of
taking action for the greater good,
rather than focusing solely on appeas-
ing his supporters.

The communication crossroads of 2025

With disinformation on the rise and the
human connection often overshadowed
by algorithms, the question looms: Are
we fostering understanding, or fueling
division?In 2025, the world is navigat-
ing a labyrinth of communication com-
plexities. From geopolitical tensions to
the pervasive influence of technology,
communication strategies are at the
centre of global stability—or instabili-
ty.As the tools of interaction evolve, so
too do the challenges, responsibilities,
and opportunities they present. Are we
prepared for what lies ahead, or are we
hurtling toward a crisis of our own
making? The challenges of communi-
cation in 2025 are markedly different
from those a decade ago. Geopolitical
dynamics have shifted, with nations
leveraging digital platforms as both
tools of diplomacy and instruments of
disinformation. The lines between
statecraft and cyber influence are
blurred, creating a volatile ecosystem
where words carry as much weight as
weapons.The rise of artificial intelli-
gence and algorithm-driven content
has exacerbated these challenges.
While these tools offer unprecedented
efficiency, they also prioritize engage-
ment metrics over truth. The result is
an overabundance of sensationalist,
clickbait content that often prioritises
superficiality over substance. In this
cacophony, nuanced perspectives and
deeply researched narratives are
drowned out, leaving the global audi-
ence vulnerable to manipulation and
misinformation. The role of media as
the “fourth estate” has never been
more critical—or more scrutinized. In
an era of hyper-connectivity, the
media’s ability to shape public percep-
tion and influence geopolitical out-
comes is unparalleled. But with great
power comes great responsibility.
Shouldn’t media foster positive and
conscious impact?Shouldn’t it hold
itself accountable for the narratives it
propagates? Unfortunately, the race for
clicks and views often overshadows
these ideals. The prevalence of sensa-

tionalist headlines, shallow analysis,
and polarised reporting erodes trust in
media institutions. This calls for a
renewed focus on media literacy—not
just for consumers but for creators as
well. Journalists, editors, and content
creators must be sensitised to the
implications of their work, while audi-
ences must be equipped to critically
evaluate the information they consume.
In dissecting modern communication
challenges, one troubling trend
emerges: superficial solutions to com-
plex problems. Whether it’s a rushed
headline, an oversimplified tweet, or a
reductive policy announcement, brevi-
ty often comes at the cost of
depth.While the demand for digestible
content is understandable, it risks trivi-
alising critical issues and fostering a
culture of intellectual complacency. To
counter this, there is an urgent need for
robust communication evaluation
strategies. Independent evaluators
should assess the quality, accuracy, and
impact of information disseminated by
platforms, news outlets, and govern-
ments. This would not only enhance
accountability but also restore faith in
the integrity of communication.The
phenomenon of the “30s”—over-
hyped, overstretched, and overimag-
ined—poses a significant threat to
effective communication in
2025.0verhyped narratives inflate
minor issues into crises, overstretched
resources dilute the quality of content,
and overimagined solutions promise
more than they can deliver. Together,
these tendencies create a communica-
tion environment rife with mistrust and
misunderstanding. In geopolitics, this
can have disastrous consequences.
Overhyped tensions can escalate con-
flicts, overstretched diplomacy can fal-
ter under scrutiny, and overimagined
strategies can fail to address the reali-
ties on the ground. To mitigate these
risks, communication must be ground-
ed in authenticity, clarity, and pur-
pose.Despite these challenges, there is
hope. The rapid evolution of communi-

:

cation technologies offers opportunities

for better synergy and collaboration.
Tools like multilingual Al models,
real-time translation software, and
immersive virtual platforms can bridge
cultural and linguistic divides, foster-
ing a greater understanding of geopoli-
tics. However, these tools must be
wielded with care. Over-reliance on
algorithms and automation can lead to
a loss of human connection and empa-
thy. The human element in communi-
cation—context, emotion, and
nuance—remains irreplaceable. To
ensure these tools are used effectively,
their deployment must be guided by
ethical frameworks and human over-
sight.When it comes to India, the
nation stands as a dynamic force in
efficient geopolitics and communica-
tion, blending tradition with innova-
tion. With its rich heritage of diverse
narratives and its growing role as a
voice for the Global South, India’s
communication outreach is uniquely
positioned to bridge cultural and ideo-
logical divides.The country’s influence
has expanded far beyond its borders,
particularly through its active partici-
pation in multilateral forums like the
G20, BRICS, and the United Nations.
India’s emphasis on South-South coop-
eration and its role as a leader in digi-
tal innovation makes it a fertile ground
for reshaping global communication
paradigms.By championing inclusive
narratives and fostering dialogue on
issues critical to the Global South—
such as climate justice, sustainable

development, equitable access
to technology, and strengthen-
ing the education system—
India leverages its communi-
cation landscape to promote
& solidarity and shared growth
among developing nations. As
a communication powerhouse,
India’s strategies offer a tem-
plate for balancing tradition
and innovation, providing
hope for a more connected
and empathetic world.Looking
ahead, the most profound para-
digm shift in communication lies in its
potential to resolve, rather than exacer-
bate, conflicts. In a world marked by
division, the ability to convey mes-
sages of reconciliation, empathy, and
cooperation is invaluable.
Governments, media, and technology
companies must prioritise communica-
tion strategies that unite rather than
divide. For instance, collaborative sto-
rytelling initiatives could bring togeth-
er voices from conflicting regions to
share common experiences. Platforms
could amplify narratives of peacebuild-
ing and resilience, while governments
could invest in cultural diplomacy to
foster mutual understanding.The com-
munication landscape of 2025 is a dou-
ble-edged sword. While challenges like
misinformation, and superficiality
loom large, the potential for positive
transformation is equally significant.To
navigate this precarious moment, we
must prioritize media literacy, account-
ability, and ethical use of technology.
We must move away from shallow,
divisive narratives and embrace depth,
authenticity, and empathy. The ques-
tion is not whether we have the tools to
create meaningful change, it is whether
we have the will to use them wisely. In
an age of unprecedented connectivity,
the power of communication lies not in
the tools themselves but in how we
choose to wield them. The future
depends on our ability to communicate
with clarity, conscience, and care.
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The Power of P

It comes handy when the pursuit of
happiness is interrupted by challenges
All of us have a deep desire to be in a
state of happiness forever. But it’s
quite difficult to find someone who is
truly blessed, to remain always happy.
Isn’t it? The fact is that for most of us,
the happy times are often broken by
periodic sorrow or disappointment. It
has been observed that a prerequisite
for happiness is success in all our
endeavours. Therefore, all of us go to
great lengths to ensure that we succeed
in everything we do. But unfortunately
here too, things don’t go the way we
want them to.Throughout our lives, we
put in the maximum possible efforts to
succeed to prevent failure, but ironical-
ly, despite all our desire for success,
we undermine our efforts by thinking
negatively. It might be hard to believe,
but the reality is that we pave the way
for our success or failure through our
thoughts. Yes! After all, every human
action begins with a thought, which is
followed by reflection, a decision and
then action. So, if our thoughts and
actions are completely in harmony, we
attain success. However, if our minds
are full of doubts or fear about the task
we are performing, it undermines our

Women

Women are all set to break the barriers
at the highest level as the Vatican and
Canada brace up for the top post for a
ladyTwo dramatic announcements
were made last week that could signifi-
cantly advance women’s empowerment
worldwide. The first was a historic
decision from the Vatican, which saw
Pope Francis appoint Sister Simona
Brambilla as the prefect for the first
time. This 59-year-old Consolata
Missionary, previously the second-in-
command of the order department, has
created history. Her position corrects
the gender imbalance to a certain
extent. Sister Brambilta’s appointment
IS seen as a progressive step forward.
This position, long considered a male
domain, is now open to women for the
first time. She will oversee all religious
orders within the Catholic Church, a
significant step forward since no
woman has held this prestigious posi-
tion before. Thus, the contribution by
women to the Church is at last
acknowledged and an essential prece-
dent for further empowerment of
women. Incidentally, a significant
Vatican summit brought Catholic lead-
ers worldwide not long ago.It
addressed the importance of enhancing
women’s leadership roles, among other
issues—important representatives from
over 100 countries, including Cardinals
and Bishops. It also considered a pro-
posal concerning women deacons.
Again, Pope Francis granted the
women in the Church the right to vote
for the first time two years ago, in line
with his commitment to advancing
women within the Church in decision-

chances of success. So how does one
train a thought to work in our favour?
Is it possible? Yeah! It is. The only
thing that we need to do is to make our
thoughts as pure and positive as those
of the Almighty Supreme who trans-
forms this world from one of sorrow
and misery to one of peace and happi-
ness with just a seed of powerful
thought. A simple way to begin this
process of transformation is to use
asseveration. An asseveration is a res-
olute statement that we make to our-
selves.All of us use it intentionally or
unintentionally throughout our day.
When we wake up with a positive
thought like “I feel great”, that is a
positive asseveration. On the other day
if we drag ourselves out of bed in the
morning and whimper: “Ohh | feel
drowsy “, that is a negative assevera-
tion. We must understand that both
these statements help us to maintain
the emotional state that we are in.
Majority of the people across the
world do not give much importance to
self-talk, i.e. the things that we say to
ourselves. It is indeed a very important
part of our lives because it deeply
affects our conscious and subconscious
minds. Remember! We listen to every-

12 .
making roles. It also promoted gender
equality within the Church and
women’s participation at the highest
levels. The Pope had also set up two
Vatican Commissions on the potential
ordination of women as deacons. The
second dramatic announcement was
the resignation of Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau and, subse-
quently, the race to become Prime
Minister. It has all the potential to elect
a woman Prime Minister. After a
decade in power marked by both suc-
cesses and challenges, Trudeau’s resig-
nation had been dramatic. Ten years
ago Trudeau began with great promise
but ended amid mounting difficulties at
home and abroad. He faced challenges
such as inflation, housing issues, and
immigration, which weakened the
Liberal Party. After Trudeau’s resigna-
tion, senior leaders in the Liberal Party,
including Anita Anand, the current
transport minister, were preparing to
replace him. Anand, a senior party
member, was born in rural Nova Scotia
and moved to Ontario in 1985.She was
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ositive Self-Talk

to lose rhythm and get into
some snag.All of a sudden
your confidence sags and
you catch yourself think-
ing “l can’t do this. I
shouldn’t have registered
for a half marathon, My
capacity is too low, | am
too weak as compared to

. others..” All this negative

~ — thinking, if allowed to

W persist, will guarantee that

— w~*ﬂ-e:*— ~s === you fail. You can make up

- - -

—

thing we say to ourselves consciously
or subconsciously. Because our assev-
eration works so well to create and
maintain our state of mind, we can use
it cleverly to change our state of mind
to our best advantage.There is no
doubt that it takes a lot of effort and
time, but with persistence, assevera-
tions can become a strong tool to make
our outlook and life healthier and hap-
pier. We can either create or maintain a
powerful state of mind with positive
asseverations or use them to counter
our negative self-talk. Let’s say you
are running for a half marathon.
Despite all the preparations, you tend

preaking the glas

first elected as the MP
for Oakville in 2019
and has held various
significant roles,
including Minister of
Public Services and
Procurement, President
of the Treasury Board,
and Minister of
National Defence.
Anand missed the
chance of making histo-
ry as Canada’s first
 female Prime Minister
of colour and Indian
descent. It would have potentially
marked a significant shift in women’s
empowerment in Canadian
politics.However, she withdrew from
the race on Sunday to return to her
academic career, disappointing her
supporters. Deputy Prime Minister
Chrystia Freeland and Innovation
Minister Frangois-Philippe Champagne
are potential contenders to succeed
Trudeau. Canada has a record 103
female MPs, including 22 elected in
the 2021 federal election.Other fron-
trunners include former central banker
Mark Carney, whose recent resignation
prompted Trudeau’s exit. Candidates
must declare their intent and pay a
$350,000 entry fee by January 23. So
far, Finance Minister Dominic LeBlanc
and Foreign Minister Mélanie Joly
have withdrawn from the race to focus
on their duties, with Anita also recently
bowing out. The challenges Trudeau ‘s
successor will face, including repairing
strained international relations and
managing domestic policy issues,

1 i

- “‘:_ e —~——

-\~—=—- some positive assevera-
=¥ tions to counter this think-
ing. Like, you might think, “I feel con-
fident, | can do this, Slow and Steady
wins the Race.”If you repeat this sev-
eral times, you will soon start feeling
better & achieve your desired goal.
While using this self-motivation tech-
nique of asseveration, we become
more conscious of our thoughts, feel-
ings and behaviour, and start feeling
better about ourselves. The only thing
that we need to remember is “Never to
give up”, because however slow the
results may seem to be coming, these
techniques give us greater control of
our thoughts, feelings and behaviour,
putting us in charge of our lives.

S celling

underscore the urgent need for a leader
with a clear vision and strong leader-
ship skills. Indians are interested in
Canada because of the large Indian
diaspora.Recently, tensions between
India and Canada have escalated after
Prime Minister Trudeau accused India
of involvement in the shooting of a
Khalistani terrorist in Surrey in June
2023. In retaliation, India stopped issu-
ing new visas to Canadians and asked
Canada to reduce its diplomatic pres-
ence. In contrast to Trudeau, India
hopes for a pro-India Prime Minister.
If Canada elects a woman, it would
correct the gender imbalance despite
women holding essential portfolios
like Defence and Finance. The election
of a woman as the next Prime Minister
could mark a significant milestone in
Canadian politics, furthering the cause
of women’s empowerment and chal-
lenging traditional gender roles in
leadership.Trudeau’s successor will
inherit a lot of problems. There are
tensions between the US and India.
One of the critical tasks will be to
repair strains in foreign policy issues.
There is also a lot of backlog in the
immigration. On the domestic side,
Canada’s Liberal Party faced internal
problems, which led to Trudeau’s
exit.The election results will be avail-
able on March 8. In the meantime, the
election landscape is becoming more
transparent, as leaders like Anita
Anand have already withdrawn from
the race. It is also interesting to note
that Vice President Kamala Harris won
in the 2020 polls. The US has yet to
elect a woman president.
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