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Pak army calls the shots

Former Prime Minister of Pakistan
Imran Khan gets 14-year jail sentence
but it won’t fix Pakistan politicsFormer
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
recent conviction and 14-year prison
sentence mark a critical juncture in the
country’s turbulent political history.
Accused of corruption in a high-profile
case involving illegal acquisition of
land through a deal with property
tycoon Malik Riaz, Khan’s sentencing
further diminishes his political stand-
ing. This development not only under-
scores the enduring influence of
Pakistan’s military establishment but
also raises concerns about the country’s
democratic trajectory. The accountabili-
ty court verdict found Khan and his
wife, Bushra Bibi, guilty of illegally
obtaining plots of land worth billions of
rupees in exchange for facilitating
Riaz’s laundering of $239 million.
While Khan received a 14-year sen-

A

With the Tibetan region’s seismic vul-
nerability due to tectonic plate activity,
such mega-dam projects could exacer-
bate risks to life, biodiversity and
regional stabilityEarth quake of 7.1
magnitude on the Richter scale on
January 7 in Tibet killed 126 people and
injured 188 making rescue and relief
difficult as the temperature dropped to -
60 Celsius. Tremors were also felt in
Nepal, Bhutan and the Indian states of
Bihar and West Bengal. The epicentre
of the quake was Tibet’s Tingri County,
75 km north of Mount Everest, the
World’s highest mountain. The quake
brings focus on China’s latest plan to
build the World’s biggest dam on the
Yarlung Tsangpo River in Tibet, very
close to the Indian territory of
Arunachal Pradesh. Tibetan region and
its fringe areas in China are seismically
quite active.This is the area where the
Indian and Eurasia plates clash and the
force generated can be strong enough to
cause uplifts and increase the height of
the Himalayan peaks. In Sichuan
province alone earth earthquake of 7.9
magnitude was struck in May 2008
killing 90,000 people, another of 7.1
magnitude in April 2013 killing 196
people, and the third one of 6.8 magni-
tude in September 2022 killing 93 peo-
ple has been recorded. Qinghai
province has also seen two major earth-
quakes of 7.1 magnitude in April 2010
and 6.2 magnitude in December 2023
killing 2698 and 126 people respective-
ly.Two earthquakes have also struck
Gansu province in July 2013 and
December 2023. A report released after
the 7th January earthquake in Tingri,
Tibet, NASA has brought out that the
speed of earth rotation has slowed down
after the water was impounded in three
gorges dam (607 meters in height and 2
km long) on the River Yangtze in
China. The report further says that the
earth takes .06 microseconds more to
complete a rotation about its axis, post-
construction of the dams. Earth rotation
is linked to interplanetary activities, and
can influence activities from Sun as

0f China’s me

tence and a fine of 1 million Pakistani
rupees, his wife was handed a seven-
year sentence. The Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), has condemned the sentence,
labeling it a politically motivated
attack. Khan has consistently dismissed
the charges as a “witch hunt” orches-
trated by his rivals, particularly
Pakistan’s powerful military, which he
accuses of engineering his ouster and
imprisonment.Khan remains one of
Pakistan’s most popular leaders, with a
dedicated following that views him as a
symbol of resistance against entrenched
corruption and military dominance. His
imprisonment, however, presents sig-
nificant challenges for his party and
supporters. PTI’s ability to mobilise
mass protests and maintain its political
momentum is constrained by the
increasing crackdown on its members
and leaders. For Pakistan’s political sys-
tem, Khan’s conviction deep crisis. It

well as the atmosphere. The dams make
the region seismic prone increasing the
vulnerability of the population. More
such dams in the region would increase
the vulnerability further. Seismic activ-
ities have the potential to damage large
dams too. If any such dam bursts in an
earth quake, a large quantity of water
would outflow through human areas
washing away lives and properties.This
can be catastrophic in the region. The
world’s  mightiest river Yarlung
Tsangpo in Tibet, which becomes
Brahmaputra as it flows in Arunachal
Pradesh has several gigawatts of energy
stored as it runs down the steep moun-
tains. China has projected 60 gigawatts
of power by damming this river in Tibet
at the cost of $137 billion.The power
output of this project is two and half
times the output of the Four Gorges
Dam, along the river’s upper and mid-
dle reaches. These are Dagu dam (640
megawatts), Zangmu Dam (510
megawatts), Jiacha Dam (320
megawatts) and Jiexu Dam (300
megawatts). The Zangmu dam project
is the only one among these that has
been operational so far. The other three
projects are still in the construction
stage and are marred by logistical and
technical challenges posed by steep
mountains and deep gorges. China
being an upper riparian state should not
work on such projects in secrecy and
put lower riparian states like India and
Bangladesh to a disadvantage.lt is irre-
sponsible and aggressive posturing of
China that it plans to change the flow of
water in the Brahmaputra River during

highlights the judiciary’s perceived par-
tiality and its use as a tool to settle polit-
ical scores. Moreover, the case illus-
trates the broader struggle between
civilian leaders and the military estab-
lishment that has long dominated
Pakistan’s political landscape. Despite
Khan’s claims of standing against dicta-
torship, his tenure as prime minister
(2018-2022) was marked by a close
alliance with the military, which even-

amplans onthe Y

lean as well as peak seasons. Data

suggest that the total annual out-
| flow of Yarlung Tsangpo in China
- | is significantly lower than the
* Brahmaputra in India.
Brahmaputra, therefore enjoys a
much bigger catchment in steep
., mountains than Yarlung. This is
@i when only the Zangmu dam proj-
ect is operational. The challenges
encountered by China in complet-
ing other projects in the middle
reaches are not unsurmountable.With
the level of technological advance-
ments, the country possesses, the
remaining dam projects will also be a
reality and eventually, very little water
will be allowed to flow in the
Brahmaputra in the lean period. This is
likely to hurt biodiversity conservation
and agricultural production in India and
Bangladesh.For more than a decade
China has been dumping the maximum
amount of greenhouse gases nearly 14
gigatons annually into the atmosphere.
The US is the distant second with 8
gigatons annually.With the warming
Sea surface huge amount of moisture is
dumped in the atmosphere having the
potential to bring heavy downpours for
one or two days. In such circumstances,
400 mm of rain in 48 hours is not
uncommon these days. It would result
in unprecedented flooding and the
authorities would be forced to release
water from the dams, to save the lives
and livelihood of the population.The
Brahmaputra in India during the rainy
season always swell. It has more disad-
vantages than advantages. While the
floodplains of Brahmaputra in
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam become
fertile when the water recedes and
leaves silt behind, the flooding brings
misery to people and biodiversity.
Kaziranga National Park, a UNESCO
hotspot, is world world-famous site for
biodiversity conservation. It is one of
the best conservation sites for endan-
gered single-horn rhinoceros. Though
Kaziranga is a tiger reserve, but state of
Assam gives first preference to rhinoc-

tually soured. His falling out with the
military’s top brass, particularly after
accusing them of plotting his assassina-
tion, set the stage for his political down-
fall. The military’s role in orchestrating
Khan’s ouster and subsequent legal
troubles underscores its continued dom-
inance. For decades, the military has
acted as Pakistan’s ultimate power bro-
ker, influencing elections, judicial pro-
ceedings, and policy decisions. This has
impeded the growth of democratic insti-
tutions in the country. Khan’s case reaf-
firms that no civilian leader can chal-
lenge the military’s authority without
facing severe consequences thus sub-
verting the democracy. The implica-
tions of Khan’s conviction extend
beyond his personal political future. It
sets a precedent for the use of legal
mechanisms to neutralise opposition
and raises concerns about the erosion of
democratic institutions.

ung Tear

eros conservation. Poachers kill this
huge animal for a single horn. Forest
personnel sacrifice their life to protect
it. During the flood, many species of
even big mammals get washed away
with the flow of water.The Forest
department of the Assam government
has made several arrangements includ-
ing the construction of high-rise
embankments using earth, to ensure that
wild animals take shelter on these
embankments during peak flooding.The
release of any additional quantity of
water from the Chinese dams will cross
the threshold and wash away wild ani-
mals in even bigger numbers. Though
there is no formal water treaty between
the two countries, the Chinese plan for
the dam without consulting riparian
states and UNESCO is morally inappro-
priate. Since China won’t listen to any-
one on earth, India must take certain
actions in its interest.We should
enhance our monitoring system and
record the volume of flow of water in
different seasons in rivers flowing from
China. Satellite imagery should also be
used in mapping and forecasting flood
risk. More storage facilities should also
be created so that the flood water can be
diverted into them, whenever the river
crosses the high flood level mark.While
selecting sites for flood storage struc-
tures, local and ecological factors must
be taken into consideration. Further
seismic activities must also receive
proper consideration. State govern-
ments and the centre must boost naviga-
tion activities in the Brahmaputra basin.
The central government has already pri-
oritized investments in inland water-
ways. Brahmaputra Waterway 2 has
direct access to Chittagong Port in
Bangladesh and Haldia in West
Bengal.lt can be a very good economic
corridor for trade with south-east Asian
countries. In the absence of a water
treaty, we should flag the issues relating
to climate change, wetland conserva-
tion, and biodiversity conservation on
all forums where both India and China
are signatories.




How Gen Z can break free from con-
sumer-driven values and have a life of
their ownln a world that is increasingly
driven by consumerism, the rise of
materialistic values among Generation
Z, or Gen Z as it is often abbreviated
has become a topic of growing concern.
Gen Z as defined as the age group
between the mid-1990s and early
2010s, has grown up in an era that is
undoubtedly dominated by social
media, influencer culture, and hyper-
connectivity.While technological
advancements have brought undeniable
benefits, they have also fostered a cul-
ture that often equates self-worth with
possessions and appearances. Gen Z
must reassess these values and priori-
tise more meaningful aspects of life.
The rise of social media platforms such
as Instagram, TikTok, Facebook, and
many more have created an environ-
ment where materialism thrives. The
relentless exposure to idealised
lifestyles and extravagant displays of
wealth has fostered feelings of inade-
quacy and pressure to conform or com-
pete.Today, social media influencers,
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The Materialis

often incentivised by brands
showcase expensive products as
symbols of success and happiness
which has reinforced a cycle
where material possessions are
viewed as essential for validation

and social status. The pressure to
abide by these standards is so
overpowering, especially for
young individuals who are still
forming their identities resulting

in profound psychological effects.
Recent studies have examined the
spending behaviours of Gen Z,
highlighting a complex relation-

ship with materialism. Various stud-

ies have also shown that individuals
who prioritise material wealth and pos-
sessions often experience increased
anxiety, reduced life contentment, and
higher rates of depression.Gen Z which
is already grappling with a mental
health crisis, the fixation on material-
ism exacerbates the problem as it shifts
focus away from intrinsic values such
as personal growth, relationships, and
community involvement, which are far
more fulfilling and enduring sources of
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happiness. There is no denying that
materialism has significant environ-
mental repercussions.The fast fashion
industry, a key driver of consumerism,
IS notorious for its unsustainable prac-
tices, contributing to pollution, waste,
and the exploitation of labour. Gen Z,
which is often touted as the most envi-
ronmentally conscious generation,
faces a paradox and their inclination
toward materialistic consumption
undermines their efforts to combat cli-
mate change.While materialism has

Why new generation may force change |

The nation grapples with economic
challenges, political turbulence and the
enduring influence of its old guard
monarchy-military allianceThe tourist-
undiscovered jewel is Siracha in the
Gulf of Thailand, 90 km southeast of
Bangkok and 30 km north of Pattaya.
Ascott Group’s Oakwood Hotel is your
strategic compass to assimilate Siracha
as | am doing. Blissfully quiet along-
side a park caressing the sea, it caters to
all: Koreans who come in droves to
play golf even while their president was
being arrested; Japanese with corporate
interests are also in plenty; soon
Chinese will descend for the Year of
Snake but hardly any Indians though
200 of them are building an oil refinery
close by.Koh Sichang island 40 minutes
in a steamer is worth getting lost in as
King Rama V loved to do 200 years
ago.Ripened Sirachans belt their
favourite melodies in the park as jog-
gers and wanderers freeze to a halt
when the national anthem plays in the
mornings. Unlike in fading monarchies
elsewhere, the Royals are ubiquitous:
pictures of the present King Maha
Vajiralongkorn, the Queen, the highly
respected late king and the King’s sister
are familiar sights in the Kingdom of
Thailand  which  escaped being
colonised.But lately political parties
like now in its third avatar, the People’s
Party led by the Harvard-educated Pita
Limjaroenrat and the past nemesis of
the old guard, Pheu Thai party led by
old fox Thaksin Shinawatra, have tried
to unseat the old guard consisting of the
monarchy-military alliance. In the 2023
elections, these parties sought a review
of the crime of lese majeste (Royal
Defamation) which is a seditious law to

repress dissent and reforms in the mili-
tary but the coalition could not unite.
The old guard maintains its authoritari-
an indirect rule through the unelected
constitutional court and a 250-member
Senate (Upper House) formed by the
Army after the 2014 coup. Incidentally,
Thailand holds the dubious record for
the maximum number of attempted and
successful coups (30).A military-
backed government of former Army
Chief Gen Prayut Chan O’Shea became
Prime Minister- from khaki to Savile
Row suit -from 2014 to 2023 when his
Palang Pracharath Party (PPP) was
overwhelmed by the democratic tsuna-
mi. The old guard employed the consti-
tutional court to ban Pita from politics
for ten years which prevented the for-
mation of a democratic coalition gov-
ernment despite 284 members in a
House of 500 lawmakers; instead,
Shinawatra’s Pheu Thai formed a frac-
tured coalition government of six par-
ties which initially included another
former Army Chief, Gen Prawit
Wongsuwon-led PPP. In the present
government Shinawatra’s daughter,
Paetongtarn is PM (it was Shinawatra’s

sister, Yingluck once earlier)
and is backed by six
parties.Shinawatra’s return
from exile in August 2023
and rehabilitation in politics
was the result of a royal par-
don as part of a deal to main-
tain the status quo with the
old guard calling the shots.
Unlike in Nepal where two
adversarial political parties
have formed a coalition gov-
ernment (after nearly two
decades of musical chairs) for
political stability, Thailand is subjected
to a wobbly government led by an inex-
perienced Shinawatra scion remotely
controlled by the patriarch. Peoples
Party and Pheu Thai will not be allowed
to form a coalition by vested
interests. The big challenge for the gov-
ernment is the economy which has
declined from a growth rate of 4.5 per
cent in 2000 to 1.6 per cent between
2014 and 2023. The government has not
been able to fulfil its promise of giving
Thaibaht 10,000 (around Rs 25,000) for
all 45 mn Thais to boost consumption,
though, in September 2024, it did pro-
vide some of the dole in Phase 1. On
January 27, 2025, four elderly will
receive Thaibaht 10,000 to trigger the
economy. Other steps proposed to
revive the economy are negotiating
additional Free Trade Agreements and
implementing infrastructure projects.
Thailand’s most ambitious project is the
land bridge connecting the Andaman
Sea in the Indian Ocean with the South
China Sea in the Pacific Ocean across
the Isthmus of Kra costing USD 35 bn
which will be a shorter alternative route
through the Malacca Strait — China’s
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been ingrained in mod-
ern society, it is not an
inevitable path for Gen
Z. By recognising the
pitfalls of this mindset
and striving for a more
balanced and inten-
tional approach to life,
they can pave the way
for a healthier, more
sustainable future. It is
time for Gen Z to rede-
fine success, not as the
accumulation of mate-
rial possessions but as

the cultivation of mean-
ingful relationships, personal growth,
and contributions to the greater good.In
conclusion, Gen Z has the opportunity
to break free from the traps of material-
ism and redefine success by prioritising
intrinsic values such as personal
growth, meaningful relationships, and
sustainability. By embracing a more
intentional and balanced approach to
life, they can shape a healthier, more
fulfilling and environmentally con-
scious future.

Thal politics

historic dilemma for its sea trade. China
will be the leading investor in the strate-
gic project that will alter the economic
dynamics for Thailand and the region,
especially China.Thailand holds the
magic wand for tourism. As targeted,
foreign travellers in 2024 crossed 35
mn increasing the country’s revenue by
34 per cent over the previous year.
Integrated entertainment is the new slo-
gan and includes gambling in casinos
while visa-free long-term entry has
been extended. Chinese are by far the
largest number of visitors followed by
Malaysians and Indians. Saarc coun-
tries especially Nepal have much to
learn about integrated tourism.India and
Thailand have enjoyed fruitful rela-
tions, especially the religious connec-
tion with Hinduism and Buddhism.
Thailand is part of Bimstec and as part
of ASEAN closely involved with Track
| and Track Il meetings on locating a
political resolution of Myanmar’s civil
war in which India as a neighbour is a
key stakeholder. Myanmar’s Generals
envy the old guard’s hold over power
but they have no King to invoke divini-
ty. Thailand relies heavily on China (14
per cent population is of Chinese ori-
gin) while having good relations with
the West, especially the US. Thaksin
Shinawatra is again under the scanner
booked for an old case of lese majeste.
The old guard has perfected all tricks of
the trade to check the growing aspira-
tions of the new generation represented
by Pita’s reincarnated People’s Party
(and other parties) whose slogan for the
2027 elections is “government of
change”. That should worry the old
guard, not Siracha.
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