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Vision for rural India

PM Modi hails rural resilience at
Grameen Bharat Mahotsav; says rural pros-
perity is essential for national growth Prime
Minister Narendra Modi delivered an inspir-
ing address at the Grameen Bharat Mahotsav
2025, held in New Delhi, highlighting the
transformative strides made in rural develop-
ment. The event celebrated the resilience and
progress of rural India under the theme
“Building a Resilient Rural India for Viksit
Bharat 2047”—a vision to make India a
developed nation by its centenary year of
independence. PM Modi emphasised that the

Emoracin

This year, let’s shift our focus
inward, honour our unique paths and
recognise the triumphs that shape who
we are How often have you beaten
yourself up saying you don’t measure
up to others in terms of skillsets and
success? How often have you underval-
ued your accomplishments with a
desultory wave of hand accompanied
by a “Oh, this is something everyone
does” or “l haven’t done anything
great”? Chances are that we have done
it a greater number of times than what is
good for our self-esteem and confi-
dence.A student of mine recently
approached me for a review of her col-
lege admission essay wherein she had
not highlighted many of her strengths
that could catch the attention of the
admission officer. “Oh, ma’am, these
are things everyone in our school does.
This isn’t anything extraordinary,” she
said. | sat her down and explained: “We
aren’t worried about what others are
doing. Our focus should be on what we
have done so far and how it has been of
consequence to us and others.”The
biggest reason for our disenchantment
with our lives in this pacy world is we
often undermine our capabilities by try-

God IS

Logic, practicality and experi-
ence point to the necessity of a singular,
omnipotent force governing all Imagine
there being more than one controller of
the Creation. They disagree on some
matters and are not able to resolve
them. What kind of chaos will result?
Therefore, there being more than one
controller is illogical, impractical and
unimaginable. And this reality rules out
all small controllers, as we imagine our-
selves to be. Don’t we all feel that we
control something or another? Do we?
These examples should provide the
answer. There is a huge corporation,
which employs thousands of people
worldwide. Its owner has a say over
who is used and at what level. This is
fine till something like a COVID-19
pandemic hits. There are lockdowns,
quarantines and other social restric-
tions. This affects the working of the
corporation. What about the so-called
controller? He is under quarantine.
Another example is of a president of a
big country. He is puffed up by the
power he enjoys. Unfortunately, he is
assassinated. The assassin had control

government’s intentions, policies and deci-
sions are invigorating rural India with new-
found energy. He highlighted significant
achievements in healthcare, agriculture and
basic infrastructure that have elevated the
quality of life in villages and driven econom-
ic growth. Reflecting on India’s response to
the COVID-19 pandemic, he proudly noted
how Indian villages defied global doubts by
ensuring vaccine access to the last mile. He
attributed this success to inclusive economic
policies that cater to every section of society.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s address at

the Grameen Bharat Mahotsav 2025 high-
lighted significant achievements in rural
development, painting an optimistic picture of
progress.While these strides are commend-
able, a closer examination reveals underlying
challenges that must be addressed to ensure
holistic and sustainable rural transformation.
PM Modi emphasised healthcare advance-
ments, noting the establishment of over 1.5
lakh Ayushman Arogya Mandirs and the
growing reach of telemedicine in rural areas.
These initiatives reflect substantial progress;
however, challenges such as a shortage of

trained healthcare professionals, limited infra-
structure, and inconsistent internet access in
remote villages continue to hinder equitable
healthcare delivery. Agriculture has been a
central focus of rural development efforts,
with financial assistance under PM-KISAN
and a significant increase in agricultural loans
helping farmers enhance productivity. Yet,
structural problems persist in the agrarian sec-
tor, including reliance on unpredictable mon-
soon, insufficient crop diversification and
market volatility.

YOur Unique journey to success

ing to match them with others and try-
ing to be one up over the rest. As long
as we keep looking at others, we shall
never be able to make the cut, which is
completing a task to the best of our abil-
ities, putting forth the best of our ideas
as they emerge in our intellect and
assessing their value not in terms of
where you stand or what your ranking is
in comparison, but giving ourselves due
credit for the distance we have come
given our specific challenges in life. No
victory is small.To the little boy partic-
ipating in a sack race at school, winning
it or making it to the other end without
stumbling should be an accomplish-
ment. To a student who successfully
makes a presentation in class, the com-
fort that she feels standing in front of a
class and speaking about what she
believes in is a success. To a speaker on
the stage, the mere fact that she is doing
something that many people dread to do
and evokes a standing ovation is a mat-
ter of great pride. Every little step that
takes us forward is significant, not
when we think if we are unique by con-
trast with another, but by how far we
have come from where we began.True
growth is not a race gauged by how oth-

The Sole Con

over his life, and this assassin was
hanged. Who controlled what?Let me
take a common household. The man of
the house making most decisions about
the household may feel that he is a con-
troller. What happens when the lady of
the house opposes him on some issue?
Where did the control go? We must
understand that making decisions is not
controlling anything because that
would require controlling results. A
team leader can make decisions on
behalf of his team but he, himself, is
controlled by circumstances. The only
entity, who can ensure some result

o

ers are performing but by the mile-
stones, we cross on our journeys. Our
fixation with comparison often blinds
us to our progress. The yardstick of suc-
cess is never universal—what feels
ordinary to one could be an extraordi-
nary triumph for another. Yet, we
diminish our efforts simply because
they don’t mirror someone else’s. We
forget that personal achievements, how-
ever modest they seem, are stepping
stones to greater accomplishments. The
courage someone musters to speak in
public for the first time, or the quiet
resilience it takes to rise from personal
setbacks—these are victories. They
may not be headline-worthy, but they

every time is God only, and
no one else, now or ever.
Having understood that
God is the whole and sole
controller, let us under-
stand how He manages it.
The control is exercised
through the ‘Karmaphala
Principle’, which is just
and according to the high-
est religious principles
(‘with — the Bhagavad
Geeta 18.78), which is
‘dharma’. Briefly, it is ‘what you sow is
what you reap.” Isn’t that fair? No one
can complain, and no one escapes pun-
ishment either, death notwithstand-
ing.Many engage in wrongful acts hop-
ing to get away from punishment from
man-made laws, but in God’s control,
no one does. Similarly, rewards are for-
ever coming, as decided by the Divine
Authority, which works under the
superintendence of God. Similarly, God
has empowered the material nature to
give birth to the world along with mov-
ing and stationary objects. And on
account of this, the world goes on. (The

carry profound significance in
shaping our character and our
path forward.The mistake we
= often make is believing that
success has a standard tem-
plate. It doesn’t. As we step
into a new year, let us make a
conscious choice—to shift
the gaze inward, to honour
i our unique journeys, and to
celebrate the progress we’ve
made, however small it may
appear.Let us define success
not by comparisons but by the
courage to keep going, the strength to
rise after a fall, and the grace to applaud
ourselves for showing up.You are
enough. Your story matters. And your
victories, no matter how quiet, deserve
recognition. Here’s to a year where we
measure success by our growth, not by
how we compare to others. Let those
who conquer mountains do so with
pride and let those who climb smaller
hills find joy in reaching their summits.
And for those who can climb neither—
whether by circumstance or choice—let
their strength shine in being the cheer-
leaders who uplift others on their jour-
neys.

troller

Bhagavad-Geeta 9.10) Questions are
raised about God’s fairness and the
System set by Him not being just. It is
not true, which will be clear from the
following examples. How was
Hiroshima wiped out? Why were so
many women and children killed or
maimed? Surely, many must have been
innocent. The answer is very simple. All
those born there were destined to be
hurt in that fashion. Only those, who
had bad karmapahalas coming to
fruition were born there. Doesn’t the
divine authority have control over who
would be born where? They have com-
plete control and they also know the
future.Accordingly, they manage the
Creation. Another instance could be of
an infant dying soon after birth. Could
we know that this soul had punishment
coming for the heinous crime he had
committed in his previous life; he had
forced his wife to abort because the
child was a girl? | am speculating, but
that could be a reason. All souls are
relocated after death. Where they will
go will depend on many factors. Only
God knows!




Highlighting the risks posed by divisive
narratives such as ‘Mandir-Masjid” disputes,
Mohan Bhagwat stresses the importance of
embracing India’s pluralistic identity Delivering a
Sahjeevan Wakhyanmala series lecture on the
topic, India—the Vishavguru, the RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat expressed his concern over the
recent upsurge of ‘Mandir-Masjid’ disputes and
pointed out: “After Ram Mandir, some think they
can become leaders of Hindus by raking up simi-
lar issues in new places”. Rejecting the practice,
he said, “This is not acceptable.” Echoing his
comment on Gyanvapi Masjid that “We look for a
Shivling beneath every mosque,” implying that
we should not, he cautioned: “The days of hege-
mony are gone,” and that now “People choose
their representatives, who run the government.”
Questioning the “language of dominance,” he
acknowledged the pluralistic nature of Indian
society, where ‘tradition” allows people to live in
harmony while following their respective faiths.
Drawing a comparison of India with the world,
where similarity is the principle of unity, for
India, he said, “Diversity is an ornament of unity,
and we should respect and accept it.”Rejecting
hatred, malice, enmity, and suspicion daily under
the burden of the past, he ruled out the ‘majority-
minority’ binary and emphasised, “Everyone is
equal here.” To be a Vishavguru, India should be
a nation of people who can rise above caste and
religious differences. By what he has said,
Bhagwat has targeted more than one point while
acknowledging the reality of about 200 million
Muslims besides the Christians, Sikhs, and others
in India, on the one hand, and the geopolitical
realities, on the other. If that is so, then the word
‘Hindu’ needs to be accepted as an Arabic-Persian
cognate of the Sanskrit *Sindu’ and ‘Hindustan’ as
a reference to the land of Hindus, i.e., the people
living beyond the river Sindu, but not a place of
and for the people of a specific religion. The his-
torical chronicles state that the river ‘Sindu’ was
pronounced as ‘Indus’ by the Greeks and ‘Al-
Hind,” which later became ‘Hinds’ or ‘Hindus’ by
the Arabic Iranians.The Greeks called ‘the land of
Indus’ India, while the Arabic-speaking people
called the region “Hindustan.” It was a reference

Harmony.

The resurgence of communal dis-
cord calls for urgent reflection and
action. It is time to expose the forces
that exploit differences for personal
gainThe global communal ecosphere is
showing change for the worse. The
word communal here connotes and cov-
ers ethnic, racial, religious and sectarian
communities. The last seven decades
since 1950 have not seen very many
episodes of communal conflict or con-
flagration in the global society. After
the terrible death and destruction
wrought by the Second World War
(1939-1945) and the horrible commu-
nal riots following the partition of India
into two independent states, episodes of
communal violence have been relative-
ly less compared to that in earlier peri-
ods of world history. Of late, the world
IS riven by acrimony and wars at multi-
ple locations and communally divisive
sentiments across global societies
appear to be rising again. It seems that
during the above period, the sentiments
of mutual hatred and antipathy among
certain global communities remained
suppressed, only to resurface now.lt is
time to review and relook at the ele-
ments that go into building and
strengthening communal harmony.
With the world in the terrible throes of
wars at several locations, it is perhaps
time to strengthen communal harmony
and amity globally, particularly in our
society and not to allow it to be under-
mined. History has been written largely
by the conquerors of countries and the
governing elite. We often do not have
true accounts of history do not read true
history or otherwise are inclined to
interpret facts wrongly, driven by our
deep-seated prejudices.If we look
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to the geographical region of old Punjab. The land
of Hindus i.e. the people of river Sindu, called
Hindustan or India in the above sense, is a land of
several religious faiths, such as Shaivism,
Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism, besides the
principles of ancient Vedas and Puranas, and the
word “Hindu’ has been a geographic and a cultur-
al identifier to distinguish between the indigenous
people and others who came as traders or
invaders, like Muslims, Christians, and Jews, etc.,
at the initial stages of their entry into the region;
the distinction, however, did not mean religious
opposition.It only acted as an identifying commu-
nicative ‘sign’: for communication is organised
on two axes: the axis of similarities and the axis
of differences. The people from the ‘other’ lands
gradually became the people of the land called
Hindustan, or India, settling permanently and
adding to the diversities on the land of the river
Sindhu.Since there is no definite founder and no
single holy text to establish a religion called
‘Hinduism,” it remains only a set of socio-cultural
practices while the people practice a variety of
their respective religious worship.The words
‘Hindu’ and ‘Hindustan’ have remained signifiers
for the geographic-cultural practices until project-
ed as a religious and national identifier in the
early twentieth century in opposition to the colo-
nial rule and in reaction to the Khilafat Movement
by the Muslims in support of the Turkish Ottoman
Sultan during the freedom movement of
India.The Indian national identity was codified by
a section of people as a Hindu national religious
identity and an Islamic national identity, dividing
the people on religious lines. The division was
perpetrated by the colonial British in more than
one way, leading to the partition of India.Since
1947, free India has been a sovereign state nation,
though it should have been a state of cultural
nations politically united as a federal political
state, settling the issue of religious nations forev-
er. Yet India has stood the test of its unity in diver-
sity with some collisions on the sidelines.The
internal dynamism of society and state is its con-
tinued collision and cohesion in their weaving:
the more complex a society or a state is, the high-
er its level of collision-cohesion dynamics. For
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the well-being of the land and its population, the
political drivers must turn the power to strengthen
‘diversity’ against the “forced homogeneity’ as a
principle of organisation. But with the rising
assertion of Hindu religious identity and a Hindu
nation-state over Hindu geographic-cultural iden-
tity juxtaposing with the recent upsurge in
‘Mandir-Masjid’ controversies, rightly perceived
by Mohan Bhagwat, the danger to the unity and
cohesion is more imminent than not.The sooner
the ideologues of identities understand it, the bet-
ter it is for the people living together for centuries.
Mohan Bhagwat seems to have realized it, and
rightly so, he has underplayed the slogan—’one
nation, one people’—stating’, “Without Muslims,
Hindutava is incomplete”: Hindus and Muslims
are different but complementary. Hindustan, or
India, or Bharat, is a land of diversities, and only
by choice of the ideology and practice of inclu-
sion, it can become Vishavguru.To be the
Vishavguru is to experience and accommodate
more diversity.The Vishav, i.e., the universe, is
organized into networks of similarities and differ-
ences, yet the precursor of life on earth is the “dif-
ference’ that engenders diversity. Mohan
Bhagwat’s nuanced remarks underscore the
importance of unity amidst diversity in India’s
journey toward becoming a Vishavguru.
Acknowledging India’s pluralistic fabric, he
emphasised harmony over divisive narratives like
‘Mandir-Masjid’ disputes and rejected notions of
religious hegemony. Bhagwat traced the historical
and cultural origins of terms like ‘Hindu’ and
‘Hindustan,” advocating for their geographic and
cultural significance rather than a singular reli-
gious identity. He urged political and social lead-
ers to strengthen diversity as a foundation for
national cohesion. By embracing inclusion and
mutual respect, India can truly embody the uni-
versal ideals required to be a global guide and
leader.Highlighting the risks posed by divisive
narratives such as ‘Mandir-Masjid’ disputes,
Mohan Bhagwat stresses the importance of
embracing India’s pluralistic identity Delivering a
Sahjeevan Wakhyanmala series lecture on the
topic, India—the Vishavguru, the RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat expressed his concern over the

recent upsurge of ‘Mandir-Masjid’ disputes and
pointed out: “After Ram Mandir, some think they
can become leaders of Hindus by raking up simi-
lar issues in new places”. Rejecting the practice,
he said, “This is not acceptable.” Echoing his
comment on Gyanvapi Masjid that “We look for a
Shivling beneath every mosque,” implying that
we should not, he cautioned: “The days of hege-
mony are gone,” and that now “People choose
their representatives, who run the government.”
Questioning the “language of dominance,” he
acknowledged the pluralistic nature of Indian
society, where ‘tradition” allows people to live in
harmony while following their respective faiths.
Drawing a comparison of India with the world,
where similarity is the principle of unity, for
India, he said, “Diversity is an ornament of unity,
and we should respect and accept it.”Rejecting
hatred, malice, enmity, and suspicion daily under
the burden of the past, he ruled out the ‘majority-
minority’ binary and emphasised, “Everyone is
equal here.” To be a Vishavguru, India should be
a nation of people who can rise above caste and
religious differences. By what he has said,
Bhagwat has targeted more than one point while
acknowledging the reality of about 200 million
Muslims besides the Christians, Sikhs, and others
in India, on the one hand, and the geopolitical
realities, on the other. If that is so, then the word
‘Hindu’ needs to be accepted as an Arabic-Persian
cognate of the Sanskrit *Sindu’ and ‘Hindustan’ as
a reference to the land of Hindus, i.e., the people
living beyond the river Sindu, but not a place of
and for the people of a specific religion. The his-
torical chronicles state that the river ‘Sindu’ was
pronounced as ‘Indus’ by the Greeks and ‘Al-
Hind,” which later became “‘Hinds’ or ‘Hindus’ by
the Arabic Iranians.The Greeks called ‘the land of
Indus’ India, while the Arabic-speaking people
called the region “Hindustan.” It was a reference
to the geographical region of old Punjab. The land
of Hindus i.e. the people of river Sindu, called
Hindustan or India in the above sense, is a land of
several religious faiths, such as Shaivism,
Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism, besides the
principles of ancient Vedas and Puranas, and the
word ‘Hindu’ has been a geographic and a cultur-

A prerequisite for national unity

closely at the picture and analyse it dis-
passionately, we shall find that it is gen-
erally the politicians and rulers who
incited communal violence for their
own selfish needs or vile vested inter-
ests. Often, these acts of incitement are
obscured through disinformation cam-
paigns.There are cultural and ideologi-
cal differences between communities.
What to talk of mainstream religions
like Hinduism, Islam, Christianity or
Buddhism, there are major and minor
variants of these religions and sub-ide-
ological sects whose number touches
almost three thousand. They all have
major or minor ideological differences.
Notwithstanding the many differing and
dissonant injunctions of their scriptural
texts, peace and harmony are basic to
the progress and prosperity of citizens
in every country, and every society and
they are dear to all human individuals.
That is why there are constitutions,
laws and regulations in every country
for proper governance that incorporates
the functional upholding of universal
peace promoting human values of jus-
tice and equality. Hence, we need to
expose the machinations of the political

elite to strengthen communal
harmony in today’s world. In
the context of the current
global scenario, the inci-
dence of violence against
Hindus in Pakistan or
Bangladesh is more because
of mischief and misdeeds of
the ruling elite.During the
colonial period in India,
communal riots were fre-
quently triggered by politi-
cians or the governing elite.
In our country with a popula-
tion of 145 crore, nearly 21 crore are
Muslims. They have been a part and
parcel of our society for ages. We need
to better integrate them, not appease
them for petty political gains. The need
of the hour is ideological
realignment.And we should quickly
brace ourselves for it. Let us not allow
the demolition or destruction of reli-
gious buildings anywhere, but build
monuments of universal, secular and
humanistic culture to promote commu-
nal harmony. Let us build buildings and
institutions that bind humans, not sepa-
rate them. Let us educate global
humans on the eternal metaphysical
truths that apply to all, everywhere. Let
us awaken humanity to the threads of
universal knowledge about the Creator,
creation and their relationship.Bharat
has been the cradle of human civilisa-
tion because the divine knowledge ema-
nating from the one Creator was
revealed in this land to sages at the
dawn of civilization. That core knowl-
edge enshrined in the divine scriptures
Vedas and ideology based on that needs
resurrection today. Humans can live
sensibly and peacefully for ages if they

wish to.Only they need to be aligned
with universal Dharma. Man-made
sects separate; universal Dharma (right-
eousness) unites—because the latter
comes from the omniscient Creator of
all humans. When we talk of Sanatan as
the religion of the inhabitants of Bharat,
we refer to the above said broad-based,
universal and eternal religion of human-
ity that transcends caste, creed, ethnici-
ty and sect. Sanatan Dharma is the pre-
scribed code of living handed down to
the earliest humans by the Creator. Let
us strengthen adherence to that eternal
code of living expected from humans
by the one master of the Universe
whose subjects we all are. Let us focus
on the common, positive strands of ide-
ology that exist in various mainstream
religions and let us deliberate on the
ideological strands that are dissonant
with the universal Sanatan Dharma.Let
us not mix religion with politics; rather
let us give politics a more humanistic
complexion. That is what is required
today. We Indians are in the process of
nation rebuilding after centuries of
lying low due to depredation by foreign
invaders. Now is the time for fast-track
progress and we must beware of nefari-
ous designs of foreign powers to create
impediments to our progress.We should
try to reform our political and legal
institutions to make them truly secular
and democratic. Let us make our
national fabric strong, placing it above
caste, creed, faith or religion. At the
same time, we should strive to dissolve
our ideological differences in the bright
shining light of Sanatan Vedic Dharma
which has been the beacon of guiding
light of all humanity for eons since the
dawn of civilisation.
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