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Royal District

journalism (Bapatla):
Collector J Venkata Murali said that pre-
vention of accidents on roads is possible
only with awareness. An awareness rally
was held in Bapatla town on Wednesday
as part of the National Highway Month

celebrations. The District Collector
attended the program organized by the
District Transport Department as the chief
guest and inaugurated the rally by waving
the flag. The rally, which lasted from the
Municipal High School to the old bus
stand intersection, became special as
District Collector J Venkata Murali and
SP Tushar Dudi stood at the top. Police

and drivers held placards and shouted slo-
gans like wearing helmets-protecting
lives, speeding-imminent  danger.
Transport Department staff, police and
drivers formed a human chain together.
Later, the District Collector made the
drivers take a pledge. The Collector said
that all drivers must follow the road safe-
ty rules. He suggested that while driving
on the road, you should keep in mind the
safety of others as well as your own safe-

ty. Driving without a license is a crime. He
said that under no circumstances should
minors be allowed to drive your vehicles.
He said that driving under the influence of
marijuana or alcohol should not be

allowed. He said that speeding Is danger-
ous. He said that there should be aware-
ness of the laws. He said that if you are
riding a two-wheeler, you should wear a
helmet, and if you are traveling by car,
you should wear a seat belt. He said that
young people who drive two-wheelers
should be especially careful. He said that
drivers should not be distracted while
driving. He said that drivers should take
adequate rest at night. They should
observe the warning boards on the roads
at dangerous turns and travel. He said that
these programs are being organized to cre-
ate awareness among the people to pre-
vent accidents. SP Tushar Dudi said that
the police are constantly implementing
road safety rules to prevent accidents. He
said that they have identified areas where
there are a lot of accidents on the roads as
black spots and paid special attention. He
said that CCTV cameras are being
installed in those areas. He said that peo-
ple should realize that many families are
losing money due to road accidents. He
said that no one can compensate for the
loss caused to the affected families. He

said that road safety week is organlzed
every year to create more awareness
among the people. He asked the voluntary
organizations to cooperate in spreading
the road safety rules among the people. He
said that small helmets and seat belts save
lives in accidents and prevent the whole
family from falling on the road. District
Additional SP Vithaleshwar, Transport
Department Officer Parandham Reddy,
Medical Health Department Officer
Dr.Vijayamma, Bapatla RDO P.Gloria,
Municipal Commissioner Mr.Raghunath
Reddy, MVIs, police officers, drivers, and
others participated in this program.
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Royal Journalism (Bapatla) February 05: Bapatla constituency
MLA Mr.Vegeshana NarendraVarmaRaju met Transport
Minister Mr.Ramprasad Reddy in the Minister's Chamber at the
Secretariat and handed over a petition to him to work on arrang-
ing buses on new routes within the Bapatla depot. He said that
Bapatla became the district headquarters of the newly formed
Bapatla district in the year 2022, but despite the increased
demand from the people, the frequency and frequency of buses
from the district headquarters, i.e. from Bapatla to the state
headquarters and other important areas, has not been increased
so far. The MLA urged the minister to provide better transport
services to the people with special attention from the coalition
government. The Transport Minister said that he would respond
positively and take steps to resolve the problem.
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OHDHY HOOBOO THHODB0 PHOOSTDRN,E; Dg(JeP0 HOW DQEE
DTYFRE  HBRDF0BOHOD. BREY, DFEO PO 2eRO HEREEOO
DN,IDNBODDHDY DADRBBEDZDOE0BIen, Doy BB TGNTERS
DL, DOBO TAEER,WDHHG DARREBESZO B&HHOEoBe0 dIese
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DBI0 VD083 SEBHV0S? WHDHY DDBRPBBEHEO DYDT2ASBIED,
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Royal journalism (Bapatla): District
Collector Mr. J.\enkata Murali has
instructed the nodal officers to take
steps to ensure smooth conduct of the
MLC elections. On Wednesday, the
District Collector held a review meet- |
ing with the nodal officers regarding
the steps to be taken for the conduct
of the MLC elections in the meeting
hall of the local collectorate premis-
es. Speaking on the occasion, the
District Collector said that the MLC
elections will be held in 12 mandals
in Bapatla of the joint Guntur district.
He said that the Election Commission
had issued a notification for the MLC
elections on February 3rd. He said
that the MLC elections will be held in
12 mandals related to Bapatla district
on February 27th. He informed that
the model code of conduct for the
elections will be implemented in 12
mandals under Bapatla of the joint
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Royal journalism (Bapatla): District
Collector Mr J.Venkata Murali has
ordered the officials to make Alboda
Zol tablets mandatory for all children
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Guntur district till March 8th. He said
that the officials should take steps to
strictly implement the model code of
conduct for the elections. He said that
the nodal officers assigned to conduct
the MLC elections should implement
the responsibilities assigned to them
transparently. He said that 28 polling
stations have been set up in the 12
mandals where the MLC elections
will be held in Bapatla district. He
said that 24,440 graduates will exer-
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between the ages of 0 and 18 years in
the district. On Wednesday, the
District Collector held a review meet-
ing with the District Medical and

De distributed to ch
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cise their right to vote in the MLC
elections in the district. He informed
that 15,292 of them are men, 9,150
are women and five are third gender.
He ordered the Revenue Divisional
Officers to provide basic facilities to
the voters at the polling stations
without any difficulties. District
Revenue Officer G Gangadhar

Goud, District Additional SP
Vithales hwar, Chief Planning
Officer Srinivasa Rao, DR DA

Project Director Padmaja, DWA MA
Project Director Vijayalak shmi,
District Panchayat Officer Prabhakar,
District Social Welfare Officer Raj
Dibora, District Agricu Iture Officer
Ramakrishna, Housing Department
Project Director Y. Venkateswara
Rao, Bapatla Revenue Divisional
Officer Gloria, Repalle Revenue
Divisional Officer Ramalak shmi and
others participated in this meeting.

dren

Health Department officials on the
steps to be taken on the occasion of
National Deworming Day in the
meeting hall of the local collectorate.
Speaking on the occasion, the District
Collector said that deworming medi-
cines should be distributed to chil-
dren in all Anganwadi centers and
schools on the occasion of National
Deworming Day on the 10th of this
month. He said that teachers should
take steps so that students attend all
Anganwadi centers and government
schools in the district on the 10th of
this month. District Revenue Officer
G. Gangadhar Goud, Chief Planning
Officer Srinivasa Rao, District
Medical and Health Officer Dr.
Vijayamma and others participated in
the meeting.
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In a time when relationships are often reduced
to fleeting digital interactions, staying con-
nected through phone calls filled with warmth
and laughter shows genuine careThere is a
remarkable trait | have observed in my 92-
year-old mother-in-law, a habit that sets her
apart in an age where relationships are often
reduced to fleeting digital exchanges. She
remembers former colleagues, distant rela-
tives, neighbours who once lived next door.
And more than just remembering them, she
stays in touch.At an age when many resign
themselves to solitude, she picks up the phone
and calls people from decades ago. Not just
text messages, voice notes, or hurried “Hope
you’re well” followed by silence. She calls,
she converses, she cares. It is a simple act, yet
in today’s world, it feels almost extraordi-
nary.Her phone conversations are not perfunc-
tory check-ins; they are rich tapestries of
shared history, laughter, and updates on each
other’s lives. And the warmth with which she

erce thr

With a closely contested fight and shift-
ing voter sentiments, the Delhi election
results could send ripples across the
national political landscapeChilly
Delhi, though, the blitzkrieg of a high-
octane election campaign, not border-
ing on the sort of “AAP-da” while
going at hammer and tongs of Tu-Tu-
Mai-Mai storm during a prime-time TV
news show, for claiming Delhi Ki
Kursi, has heated the political cauldron.
A strong 1.55 crore voters of Delhi are
basking in the sunshine of campaign
songs for the Delhi Assembly Elections
2025: “Bahane Nahi Badlav
Chahiye...” rendered by BJP against
the AAP’s Bhojpuri-laced tagline
“Babua Phir Se CM Hoyihe... Delhi Ke
Badal Dihe Surat, Suhawan, Khubsurat
Ho, A Rajaji...” From all perspectives,
who will win the ballot battle?Will AAP
score a hat-trick? Or will the resurgent
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), relying
on Prime Minister Narendra Modi as its
face, hit Mauka (anti-incumbency) Pe
Chauka? Or will the Grand Old Party
deliver the googly of “Har Jarurat Hogi
Puri, Dilli Mein Congress Hai Jaruri,”
an effort to regain its lost electoral
ground in the triangular contest? The
fate of Delhi will be sealed on February
5 when people exercise their franchise.
And the D-day, February 8, when the
results will be announced, will blow the
conch of the new beginning of the 70-
member eighth Vidhan Sabha.The
Phalodi Satta Bazar, which earlier
showed AAP crossing the majority
mark of 36, has revised its estimates.
The Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP—whose
mainstay of incorruptibility is being
challenged by the Congress and BJP,
which have levelled allegations against
its top brass leaders—could clock a sig-
nificantly reduced tally this time
around.According to the latest revised
estimates, the BJP—which looks bull-
ish after its recent victories in
Maharashtra and Haryana—may bag
around 31 seats, a good 5 seats short of
the majority mark. A projection of a
wafer-thin margin of victory between
the AAP-BJP fierce slugfest has made
party workers and strategists somersault
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is received at the other end of the line is a tes-
tament to the bonds she has nurtured over the
years. She is remembered because she
remembers. She is loved because she has
loved.It makes me wonder: What are we los-
ing in this hyper-connected yet increasingly
impersonal world?Relationships today are
often sustained by a string of forwarded mes-
sages, impersonal likes on social media, and
hastily typed responses to keep up appear-
ances. In the race for efficiency, we have sac-
rificed depth.Consider this: How many times
have we opted to send a WhatsApp message
instead of calling, simply because it’s quick-
er? How often do we reply with an emoji
rather than words that could convey some-
thing deeper? | suspect relationships have
become more superficial, and perhaps we are
to blame. It is easier to type a quick “Happy
birthday!” than to call and hear the person’s
voice. It is more convenient to react to a post
than to ask, “How have you really been?” And
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to pump up their tally amidst the Delhi
election campaign hitting its last leg.To
woo voters, manifestos, guarantees, and
welfare schemes appear to be tearing
apart the atmosphere of the city-state.
The Delhi Assembly Elections 2025
appear to be a big freebie face-off.
Mahila Samman Yojana, Sanjeevani
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yet, watching my mother-in-law, | realise that
relationships, like wealth, require investment.
The bonds we forge and sustain over time are
the greatest savings we make in life. They are
the human equivalent of a well-kept treasure-
present when we need warmth, support, and
belonging.One of the reasons we don’t stay in
touch is because we assume people are busy.
They probably don’t have time to talk. Or
worse, we convince ourselves that if they real-
ly cared, they would call us too. And so, we let
months slip into years, waiting for the other
person to make the first move.But my mother-
in-law doesn’t wait. She doesn’t hesitate to
pick up the phone, regardless of how long it
has been. And what’s more, people respond to
her with the same warmth and eagerness. It
reminds me that relationships are not about
keeping score; they are about keeping the con-
nection alive.A strong social network isn’t
just about having company for celebrations; it
is also about having shoulders to lean on in
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times of need. It is about knowing that when
life throws its uncertainties at us, there will be
familiar voices to comfort us, guide us, and
remind us that we are not alone. And yet,
many people find themselves growing loneli-
er with age, not because they lack family or
friends, but because they did not nurture those
bonds.What would it take for us to revive the
lost art of staying in touch? It doesn’t take
grand gestures. It doesn’t require hours of free
time. Sometimes, all it takes is a simple phone
call. A heartfelt message. A conversation that
goes beyond the surface.

So here’s a small invitation: Think of some-
one you haven’t spoken to in a while-perhaps
an old schoolmate, a former colleague, or a
distant cousin. Instead of sending a message,
call them. Ask about their life. Listen to their
stories. Share something about yours. It may
feel unfamiliar at first, but you may be sur-
prised at how quickly the warmth returns.

0r the capital’s throng

Yojana, Sankal Patra, Ayushman Bharat gt

Scheme, Yuva Udaan Yojana, Pyari

Didi Yojana, et al—innocent voters find =

themselves in an Alice-in-Wonderland.
BJP Resurgence
Winning the Delhi assembly poll has
become an Achilles’ heel for the PM
Modi-led BJP while the saffron jugger-
naut swept Delhi’s seven seats in the
Lok Sabha Elections in 2014, 2019 and
2024. Having last won the Delhi elec-
tion in 1993, the BJP wants to turn the
tide this time by dismantling the prover-
bial equation of Modi for PM and
Kejriwal for CM. Riding on the cusp of
being the only party among the three in
2020 to have recorded an increased vote
share, the BJP is leaving no stone
unturned to repeat this achievement in
2025 as well. For the BJP, the road to
victory runs through North and
Northwest Delhi. In the Wazirpur con-
stituency, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi handed over keys to more than
1,650 flats to slum residents, creating a
significant connection with local voters.
Key areas like Chandni Chowk,
Northwest Delhi, and Northeast Delhi
have become pivotal grounds for the
BJP’s potential resurgence.The BJP
should prioritize the 38 constituencies
where it secured over 40% of the vote
share in 2020. Out of these, the party
narrowly lost 17 seats to AAP by less
than five percentage points but man-
aged to win eight. These represent easi-
er opportunities to gain ground. For the
remaining 21 seats, the BJP will aim to
capitalize on anti-incumbency senti-
ments against AAP to sway voters in its
favour.
AAP Strategy

AAP of 2025, which might dominate
the elections as the C-Voter survey sug-
gests, looks different from its 2020
avatar. The Lok Sabha Elections 2024

speaks volumes that APP, despite an
alliance with Congress, drew nought in
all seven parliamentary seats of Delhi.
Kejriwal’s AAP looks lacking in sym-
pathy as experts opine. Besieged with
corruption charges and stern anti-
incumbency, AAP has meticulously
evolved strategies to launch popular
welfare schemes to outweigh the allega-
tions.The party leaders are burning the
midnight oil to retain floating voters
who keep changing allegiance during
the Lok Sabha polls and assembly elec-
tions. Kejriwal’s poll manoeuvre is try-
ing hard to win the hearts of Dalit and
Muslim voters. AAP has viscerally
attracted voters from the Purvanchal
community—a key demographic in
Delhi hailing from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Jharkhand that account for around
40 per cent of the electorate and holds a
significant sway on 27 seats—»by con-
necting the community on the ground
level as the party, according to media
grapevine, has held around 600 meet-
ings in this context. Congress
RevivalWith nothing to lose, Congress,
which went from dominating Delhi’s
electoral landscape from 1998 to 2013
to not having a single MLA since, has
entered the poll fray late yet remains
determined to lock horns with AAP and
dislodge the Kejriwal-led establishment
from power, avenging the campaign
that cost the UPA government heavily
over a decade ago. The results of the
2022 Delhi Municipal polls, in which
Congress won five wards in the
Northeast district areas that were hit by
the riots, buttress the perception that the
minority community is disillusioned

with AAP.This electoral scenario
could reinforce the poll fortune
of the BJP, especially the vote
bank of Muslims—21.6 lakh in
* the national capital—who have
Congress in their heart and AAP
in mind.The Muslim voters
, ' could play a key role in six
@~ assembly seats: Babarpur (35
per cent), Okhla (43 per cent),
~ Seelampur (50 per cent), Matia

~ Mahal (48 per cent), Mustafabad
" (36 per cent), and Ballimaran
(38 per cent). In that sense, if
Muslims—accounting for 12.86 per
cent of Delhi’s population—are divided
between Congress and AAP, BJP will
have the upper hand.The Delhi
Elections 2025 is deemed the cynosure
of all states’ eyes.The domino effect of
its results, which will be declared on
February 8, could rattle the poll pitch in
Bihar, West Bengal, Assam, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, and Kerala, where
assembly polls are slated to take place
in 2025-26. If BJP wins, it will boost
the image of the National Democratic
Alliance, positioning BJP on top to
record a hat-trick after winning
Maharashtra and Haryana. On the other
side, the victory of AAP will zoom out
the political credibility of Arvind
Kejriwal as a principal challenger to
PM Modi. Also, if it loses the poll bat-
tle, the ramifications of which will give
a jolt to Punjab, where AAP is in power.
Trying to make the high-decibel contest
triangular, Congress has put a concen-
trated campaign in the boroughs domi-
nated by Dalits and minorities.If the
grand old party succeeds in regaining
the space it had in 2013—after being
relegated to the third position behind
BJP and AAP, bagging only eight
seats—Congress will muster the
courage to reach the position it held in
2008 when it secured 43 seats with
around 40 per cent of the votes. So far
in the campaign, there is no Kejriwal
wave, nor is BJP having tailwinds. In
the BJP vs AAP battle, only February 8
will decide who will get the reins of the
Delhi Sultanate.




Are we past the point of no return, or
is there still
dawn?None of us would deny the .
fact that the whole world is in chaos
today. The human race is in more
pain and suffering than ever before.

The root cause of this is, because |
religion, poli-

three key powers i.e.,
tics and science that run the world
have miserably failed to function by

their essential characteristics to look B

A Dark Cloud Be

hope for a new.‘
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after the wellbeing of people at large. § e

These powers have deviated from

their normal course, lost their essen- g8

tial traits and degraded to the lowest
level, which is quite visible from the
sorry state of affairs across the
world.The power of religion which was
meant to show human beings the right-
eous path which is necessary to main-
tain social harmony has today become a
perpetrator of conflict. It’s evident from
the facts that religion has failed to
uphold moral values in society which
can be seen in the form of ever-increas-
ing molestation and sexual assault cases
at homes, workplaces, public places and
even at schools and colleges that are
considered temples of learning.The his-
toric Nirbhaya case is still very fresh in
the minds of people who were shattered
to see the height of barbarism to which

Imbuing

In Narendra Modi’s cabinet, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh enjoys the
optics of seniority, but not necessarily
the authority that should come with it In
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s cabi-
net, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is
de jure numero uno. He sits next to him
at meetings and in Parliament and like
most another minister, regularly
invokes Modi’s greatness and vision.
The optics of seniority are excellent. So
Is his pedigree. He is a Thakur, dyed-in-
the-wool Sanghi and twice President of
BJP. His political graph starts as
Education Minister to UP, CM Kalyan
Singh. As Education Minister in 1992,
his signal achievement was ending a
regional malaise — copying in exams,
sometimes with a knife dug into the
desk.Like infiltrators across LoC, invig-
ilators feared to cross the red line. He
had an ordinance passed making copy-
ing a non-bailable offence — the onus of
proving oneself innocent was on the
accused. Fourteen and 15-year-olds
were sent to jail on charges of copying.
The pass percentage in the UP high
school board examination for Class X
in 1991 was 58.03. In 1992, after the
anti-copying law was put in place, it
slipped to 14.7. He lost the 1993 assem-
bly elections. A great believer in astrol-
ogy Singh was ambitious and usually
took his cue from RSS leadership. He
rose to become chief minister of UP, the
second Thakur to do so. As president of
BJP, he was asked to inform seven
times MP, former Finance, Defence and
Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh that he
was no longer a member of the BJP
(expelled). Jaswant had written the
offending book - Jinnah -India Partition

a human can go. Today the power of
politics is also in a state of crisis. No
government anywhere in the world can
claim that they are free from corruption.
Laws that are made for the benefit of
the common public are turning out to be
mere eyewash. People in power go scot-
free despite breaking several laws,
whereas a common man keeps paying
penalties on various occasions for not
abiding by the law.On one side govern-
ments talk of clean fuels & make pollu-
tion checks mandatory, and on the other
side, they continue to add a greater
number of vehicles to roads each year to
please the automotive sector. So,
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instead of reducing vehicular
traffic by introducing greater
1 modes of public transport,
the government is making
“ more and more cars accessi-
s Dle to the public at cheap
;. rates. Is this right? Science,
_ the third key power that runs
b the world, emerged as a
.\ ¥ result of man’s search for a

§ better life. It harnessed natu-
& ral resources to channel them
@ into means useful for human
; consumption. However,
today the scenario is such
that the energy tapped from
nature has gone out of human
control.The use of science in violating
the laws of nature has become the root
cause of environmental imbalance lead-
ing to a rise in natural calamities which
is evident by the recent report by the
UN Panel on Climate Change making it
crystal clear that large-scale global
warming has triggered the melting of
polar ice caps which is the biggest dan-
ger facing humankind. Modern scientif-
ic advancement that was meant to help
humans live a better life has led to a
proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, endangering global peace
and harmony. So, in short, we can say
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that three powers governing the world
have gone haywire & they are steering
us to mass destruction. But, what’s
more surprising is that despite ample
knowledge of this phenomenon,
nobody seems inclined to save the situ-
ation. Hence it won’t be exaggerating to
say that we have surely come to the
point of no return, because with scarci-
ty of non-renewable natural resources,
spread of diseases, population explo-
sion, social chaos and nuclear threat
accompanied by natural disasters, the
world scenario looks utterly scary.
Under such darkness, the common man
is bound to look UP to seek Almighty
Supreme’s help as the last resort to safe-
ty. Just imagine, when the world reach-
es its highest peak of unrest, it will be a
sight that only a few of us would be able
to bear because the kind of destruction
that the world has prepared for is bound
to shake the conscience of the most
stone-hearted and guilty. Perhaps this
impending destruction and clearing of
human conscience is like a silver lining
in the dark cloud which is perhaps the
only way to the golden morning that we
human souls have been endlessly wait-
ing for. Remember ! Many hidden
truths are often unobserved, not invisi-
ble.

arrior ethos through strength

and Independence.Following a stint as
Home Minister, he became defence
minister after Modi had shuffled
around Arun Jaitley, Nirmala
Sitharaman and Manohar Parrikar as
defence minister. Last month at the
Republic Day NCC rally he revealed
he was in NCC and a physics teacher.
His fondness for Dabang - strength
and power — is well known but his
association with the redoubtable Raja
Bhaiyya of Kunda, famous for rearing
crocodiles in his pond - is less
known.In the Westminster Parliame
ntary system cabinet ministers are
selected by the PM and have to be elect-
ed either directly or indirectly. But they
are not grilled for confirmation as min-
isters by select committees as in the US
presidential system.Otherwise, few
would clear the viva, especially for the
Defence Minister. Last week former
Fox News commentator, Pete Hegseth
former Army National Guard who was
President Trump’s most endangered
cabinet choice went through hell before
the Senate Armed Services Committee
for his confirmation. Poor Pete! he was
facing multiple allegations of abuse
including sex and alcohol.He pledged to
never drink alcohol if confirmed.
Professionally he was well prepared,
answering accurate questions on mili-
tary equipment like the size of a 9mm
bullet and the number of rounds in a
carbine magazine. He told his examin-
ers he would restore ‘warrior ethos’ in
the armed services. Americans have
much to worry about as the Chinese are
catching up in technology, military and
economic prowess. Singh has no similar
worries. India has abandoned any catch-

in the Army Chief’s annexe. For all
his virtues — injecting Hindutva in a
hitherto secular armed force, vener-
ating weapons with religious sym-

" bols and motivating triservice war-

riors by pledging mooh tod jawab,
4 Singh has ceded his area of responsi-
= bility to PMO and NSA. Former

g Defence Minister AK Antony in con-
ya trast was the Rock of Gibraltar, never

e letting the NSA or even the PM

up W|th Chma |ts main enemy It hopes
to make up the deterrent and capability
gap through diplomacy as was evident
from the meagre defence allocations
(1.9 per cent of GDP) in last week’s

budget.After inflation and foreign
exchange fluctuations, modernisation
funds have decreased. In a tweet, Singh
described the budget as ‘wonderful’ and
congratulated Sitharaman for fulfilling
the resolve of PM Modi for Viksit
Bharat. No defence minister, service
chief or CDS has ever put his job on the
line, asking for additional funds.
Recently a French CDS did so. He had
to resign when the Euro 1bn extra that
he demanded was not provided. Later,
President Macron reinstated him along
with Euro 1bn.For the last few years,
Sitharaman has ceased mentioning
defence allocation in budget presenta-
tions. The armed forces are expected to
employ force multipliers like invoking
Chanakya, imbibing ancient military
craft and becoming contemporary
through the fusion of past, present and
future, as reflected by the new painting
on this theme that replaced the once-in-
1000-year surrender ceremony painting

i

bypass him.So little reform got done.
Singh is an affable team player guid-
ed occasionally by a Defence Advisor, a
retired Lt General. Recently at a func-
tion of the Directorate of Civilian
Personnel of Naval Head Quarters, he
eulogised the “civilian in armed forces’:
“you are civilian before you join serv-
ice; in some ways, you’re civilian even
while you serve; and civilian even after
you have retired. Your families are also
civilians”. No mention of veterans! |
envy Singh for his immaculately
starched white kurta and flowing dhoti
which reminds me of my era of razor-
sharp starched olive greens.Last month,
Singh went to Madhya Pradesh accom-
panied by Army Chief Gen Dwivedi. At
Ujjain they prayed at the Maha Kaal
temple, Dwivedi kitted like Singh.
Later Singh visited military institutions
in Mhow. At the Army War College, he
began reading his speech: “COAS, Gen
Umeshji Dwivedi; Commandant Armed
.Jpause....kaun sa hai...?” someone
prompted “War”. Pause...someone
repeated “War”. “Yeah. War College, Lt
Gen JS Shahi...” Singh might infuse
warrior ethos in the armed forces but as
an aspiring politician, will remain the
bridesmaid, never the bride.
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