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






































     
 

     
    
     

      
     
     

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



   


   
    

 
  
   
    


 
   
  


  

    

   

    

     
   

     
    
    

    
     
   
    
    


    
     

     
    

     



 
    


    

    
  

     
    
   
   
   
    
   

   
     
  

   
     
    
    
 



     
    
    
     

    
   
       
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       

   
       

      
        

        

        
       
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 
       
 

        


        
      

       
 

        


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
      
         
       
          


 
       
        





 
     
   
    
    
    
  
   
    
   
   
    
  

    
   
     
   



     

   
     
  
    
     
     

   

   
  

  
   
   
    

    
      

      
    
      
   
   
    






   
      

      
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     
      



      
    
    
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     
     
     
    
     
    
       
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   
     
    


     

    

     
 
     
 
    
     
    
      
     
   
     
      
     
         
    
   
     
    
   

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  
    
    

   
    
     
   
   

   
   
       


      
    
   
   

    
   
     
        
   
    
    
    

    

    
   
    
   

  
   
   
  
     
   
   
   
     
   

    
    
    



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
    
    
     
     
    
    
   
    
   
    
    
     
    


     
    
  
  
    


     

     

    
    
    


    
     

    

    
   
   
  
  
   


   
   
   

   
    
   
   
    
     
 






     
      

    
    
     
    
   
     
   
    
     
     
   
     


    
    
    
   
  
    
     
    
    

     
    

    
     
   



   


     
    
     


   

  
   


   
    
 
    
   

   
     

       
    

     
    
      
     
    
    




 
    
   

   
   
   
   


  
  
   
   
    


    

     
    
    
    
    
   
     



    
    
   
    
     
    
    
   
    
     
    
   


    
   
   
   
   

   
    

    
   
    

    
  
    

 
      
    
  
  


 
   





        
      
   

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
        
 

      
 



 


        


  
 
      
       


 
 
      

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

    
     

      

   
   
    

    

    
 
    



     
    
   
     
    




   
     
    

     


   
    
   
   
  
  
   
  
   
   
  
   
   

    
     
    
    
   
     
    




     
   
     
    


      
     
      

   

   
   
   

     

    
     
    

    
    

     
    

       
 
     

     
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
  
     

   
    
   
     


    
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     
   

     

   

   
    
   
  
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  
   
   
     

     

  
      
     
     

    


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        
     
      
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      
  
    
        
        
       



 
         
         
     
        
  
        


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Trump’s vision for Gaza: Paradise or purgatory?
President Donald Trump’s proposal for
Gaza is more than just another audacious
policy move—it is a collision of com-
merce, geopolitics and powerEveryone
saw it unfold. This is the harsh reality of
life in the Devil’s paradise, where desires
are transformed into laws, ambitions
become twisted ethics, and behaviour is
coerced into the very fabric of the system.
The truth? To survive here, one must bow
to the powers that be, no matter the cost.
Conscience and integrity are irrelevant—
praise those in power or face annihilation.
President Donald Trump welcomed Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu—an
alleged war criminal wanted by the
International Criminal Court—as the first
foreign leader in his second term, declar-
ing his grand vision to take control of
Gaza, turning it into a “brave new
Levantine Riviera” by cleansing over 2
million Palestinians.Nevertheless, the pro-
posal has sparked strong opposition. Saudi
Arabia, a key ally of  Trump, swiftly con-
demned it, insisting that no nation would
recognise Israel without the creation of an
independent Palestinian state. Jordan and
Egypt also rejected the idea of accepting
millions of displaced Palestinians. The
mere announcement of this plan starkly
illustrates the chaotic grandeur of Trump’s
vision. Yet, his proposal, however auda-
cious, was no accident of rhetoric.It was a
calculated, methodical blueprint, crafted
long before Trump’s second term in office.
With Netanyahu—a willing ally in these
manoeuvres—Trump painted a picture of
Gaza not as a refuge for the Palestinian
people, but as a commercialised “para-
dise” defined not by its displaced resi-
dents, but by foreign investments and a
transformation into a luxury
resort.Trump’s proposition, laden with
both visionary ambition and horrific reper-
cussions, challenges the entrenched para-
digm. This proposal, as reported, was not
born of sudden whim, but the culmination
of years of deliberation within Trump’s
inner circle—an enterprise in which his
son-in-law, Jared Kushner, played a piv-
otal role in positioning the geopolitical and
commercial components across
Asia.Kushner’s claim, in a recent inter-

view with the Financial Times, that his
“ability to see trends before others”
uniquely positions him to capitalise on
opportunities others find unpalatable, res-
onates with the underlying logic of
Trump’s plan. It’s a logic that blurs the line
between statecraft and property develop-
ment, where geopolitical ambitions are
pursued not merely for strategic suprema-
cy but also as a means to expand a busi-
ness empire throughout Asia.This fusion
of commerce and conquest is as disquiet-
ing as it is unprecedented, conjuring
images of modern-day feudalism, where
land and people are subjugated to serve the
profit motives of a privileged few. What is
truly striking, however, is that Trump’s
plan could offer a rare and pivotal oppor-
tunity for Arab nations, whose history of
disunity has long hindered their collective
potential.Regional players—Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Iran, Qatar, Jordan, and others—
have long danced to contradictory
rhythms, using Palestine as a symbol to
justify their betrayals, while failing to act
with sincerity or consequence.These rival-
ries, cultivated over decades of political
expediency, have reduced Palestinians
from champions of an independent cause
to mere pawns in a game that has been fur-
ther complicated by internal rifts within
Palestinian movements.For far too long,
the Arab states have abandoned Palestine’s
plight in favour of personal ambition and
strategic alliances, turning the Palestinian
cause into a commodity—moulded and
shaped according to the whims of foreign
powers. This latest manoeuvre must be
understood within the context of the con-
voluted history of Arab disunity—an

entangled web of colonial subterfuge,
sectarian fragmentation, and a legacy
of betrayal that has persistently eroded
Palestinian sovereignty and reduced
their cause to a tragic geopolitical
instrument.The Arab world, once
intoxicated by the idea of pan-Arab
unity, has repeatedly succumbed to its
internal fissures, never able to over-
come the corrosive forces of realpoli-
tik and self-interest. Behind the veneer
of solidarity and proclamations of sup-

port for Palestinian self-determination,
there lies a catalogue of secretive agree-
ments, covert operations, and
Machiavellian plots that have long entan-
gled the region.While the Sykes-Picot
Agreement remains the most infamous
symbol of colonial partition, it is far from
the only clandestine accord that has shaped
the fate of Palestine.Lesser-known pacts,
such as the Husayn-McMahon
Correspondence, which promised Arab
independence in exchange for rebellion
against the Ottoman Empire, were later
betrayed in favour of European imperial
amb itions.Similarly, the post-World War
II period saw Arab states engage in secret
dealings with both Western and Soviet
powers, each prioritising their strategic
interests over Palestinian rights.
Agreements such as the Baghdad Pact and
the Eisenhower Doctrine—purportedly
aimed at regional stability—left the
Palestinian cause sidelined in favour of
Cold War allegiances, perpetuating cycles
of betrayal.And perhaps most insidious of
all were the secret negotiations between
Arab leaders and Israel, at times tacit and
other times more explicit, often involving
quiet exchanges of territory, economic
support, or even military cooperation, all
under the guise of broader diplomatic
manoeuvres.These acts of realpolitik—
often driven by the selfish interests of a
few at the expense of the many—have left
Palestine isolated, its sovereignty forfeited
in a game of geopolitical chess. The frac-
tured nature of Arab leadership, perpetuat-
ed by sectarianism and divergent national
ambitions, only serves to deepen the
wound. While leaders such as Egypt’s
Nasser sought to rally the Arab world

under a banner of unity, his efforts were
consistently thwarted by rivalries and
internal conflicts.Today, these past betray-
als reverberate in the region’s collective
psyche, leaving Palestinian aspirations still
choked by the suffocating embrace of
powers both external and internal, with the
dream of a unified Arab world and a free
Palestine rendered ever more elusive by
the cynical.Yet, it is precisely this history
that makes Trump’s audacious proposal so
paradoxically compelling. Here lies an
opportunity for the perennial exiles—the
Palestinians—not as pawns in a geopoliti-
cal chess game, but as potential agents for
the reawakening of Arab unity.For
decades, Palestinian suffering has been
wielded as a symbol of resistance, a
poignant reminder of an exodus that began
with the Nakba in 1948. However, the con-
tinued instrumentalisation of Palestinian
tragedy by neighbouring Arab regimes—
who have long used the plight of these
people as a rhetorical tool without offering
substantial solutions.It is within this envi-
ronment of ambivalence and simmering
tension that Trump’s proposal must be
viewed as a paradigm-shifting moment.
The convergence of statecraft and proper-
ty development, epitomised by Trump and
Kushner’s ambitions, signals a departure
from conventional geopolitical paradigms.
We are stepping into an era where the
shifting power of oligarchies is increasing-
ly driven by the convergence of economic
gain and political opportunism—a trans-
formation with far-reaching consequences
for the future of West Asia.Whether this
radical reimagining of Gaza could catalyse
Arab unity remains uncertain, inherently
tied to the unresolved contradictions with-
in the region’s historical legacy. Trump’s
Riviera dream for Gaza is as much a test of
American resolve as it is a crucible for
Arab unity—a proposition that, if realised,
could compel the Arab states to transcend
their long-standing acrimony and mis-
trust.However, the likelihood remains that
this bold gambit, with all its extravagant
rhetoric and ambitious visions, will only
serve to deepen existing rifts, leaving
Palestinians once again at the mercy of
external schemes.

Delhi dislodges AAP
In a landmark political shift, the BJP
has stormed to power in the 2025
Delhi Assembly elections, marking its
return after 27 years Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) that ruled for ten years has been
ousted by the BJP. It is one of the
major setbacks that AAP has suffered
since its inception. Despite its misad-
ventures it always remained voters
favourite in Delhi. Now with the BJP
making a comeback it has suffered not
only a big jolt to the party morale but
also to the brand Kejriwal. In a historic
political shift, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has secured a decisive
victory in the 2025 Delhi Assembly
elections, ending the AAP’s decade-
long governance in the national capital.
This marks the BJP’s return to power
in Delhi after 27 years. The BJP won
48 out of the 70 Assembly seats, sur-
passing the majority mark of 36 seats.
In contrast, AAP managed to secure
only 22 seats, a significant decline

from its previous tally of 62 seats in
the 2020 elections. The Congress party
failed to open account, continuing its
decline in the region. Notably, AAP’s
prominent leaders faced unexpected
defeats. Aam Aadmi Party chief
Arvind Kejriwal lost the New Delhi
seat to BJP’s Parvesh Verma by a mar-
gin of 4,089 votes. Similarly, former
Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
was defeated in the Jangpura con-
stituency. Senior AAP leaders, includ-
ing Saurabh Bharadwaj in Greater
Kailash and Somnath Bharti in
Malviya Nagar, also lost their
seats.After ten years in power, AAP
encountered strong anti-incumbency
sentiments, with voters expressing a
desire for change.Legal troubles and
corruption allegations against key lead-
ers, including Kejriwal and Sisodia,
further diminished public trust in the
party. Meanwhile, the BJP successfully
leveraged AAP’s shortcomings, pre-
senting a development-driven gover-

nance model that resonated with the
electorate. This electoral outcome
serves as a critical juncture for AAP.
The party must undertake a compre-
hensive introspection. Perhaps it is
time it realised that it would be a good
idea to remain with the INDIA bloc
and playing solo is not always a good
idea. One of the major reason for its
defeat might have been the division of
votes. Congress though did not gain
but pulled it down. Addressing the cor-

ruption allegations transparently
and implementing internal
reforms will be essential to
rebuild credibility. Reassessing
policy positions and strengthen-
ing grassroots connections can
help the party reconnect with its
core voter base. In his concession
speech, Arvind Kejriwal
acknowledged the defeat and
extended his congratulations to
the BJP, expressing hope that the
new government will fulfill its

promises to the people of Delhi.
The results of the 2025 Delhi
Assembly elections send a strong and
clear message to all political parties—
governance, credibility and adaptabili-
ty matter more than rhetoric.The politi-
cal parties cannot rely solely on past
achievements; they must continuously
evolve and deliver on public expecta-
tions. Ultimately, there are no shortcuts
to winning voters’ trust— even free-
bies have their limits.
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The new geopolitical communication era
With emerging technologies, evolving
geopolitical alliances and the domi-
nance of visual storytelling, the way
messages are crafted and delivered is
being redefined One of the critical
areas where visible changes will be
witnessed post-January 2025 is the
communication landscape geopolitical-
ly. This era is positioned to redefine
the very speedways of global commu-
nication, with a pivotal question aris-
ing: Are we on the verge of a 360-
degree transformation in communica-
tion delivery, content orientation, out-
reach mechanisms, and the tools we
deploy? Geopolitically, the communi-
cation ecosystem will embrace a new
language—a language of immediacy,
focused messaging, results-driven
delivery, and the prioritisation of meas-
urable outcomes to identify realistic
patterns and global impacts.As the
world steps into this new chapter of
geopolitical shifts, communication
strategies are becoming more sophisti-
cated, dynamic and multidimensional.
The need of the hour is to analyse the
new alliances afoot in the shifting
political landscape and the major
geopolitical developments. The evolv-
ing political climate is challenging tra-
ditional paradigms, compelling com-
munication specialists, diplomats, and
policymakers to rethink how messages
are crafted, delivered, and received on
a global stage.The era demands a com-
munication framework that not only
transcends borders but also bridges
divides with precision, creativity, and
authenticity. In 2025, the phrase “a pic-
ture is worth a thousand words” takes
on greater resonance. Visual communi-
cation has become the most impactful
way to deliver messages. A single,
well-composed image has the power to

convey emotions, ideas, and narratives
that words may struggle to encapsu-
late. Building on this, the explosion of
short-form videos, and 30-second
reels, for instance, has transformed the
landscape further.Their brevity and
emotional depth make them tools of
unparalleled influence in shaping pub-
lic opinion, mobilising support, and
even defusing tensions. This evolution
places immense responsibility on com-
municators in the geopolitical arena.
Diplomacy, once conducted primarily
behind closed doors, is increasingly
playing out in the public domain
through curated visuals, symbolic ges-
tures and strategic messaging ampli-
fied by digital platforms. For foreign
policy, the challenge is to balance
transparency and strategy, using these
tools to build trust while maintaining
sensitivity.As social media continues
its rapid rise, many ask whether tradi-
tional media can still hold its ground in
the face of this digital juggernaut.
Social media has undeniably glob-
alised and democratised communica-
tion, giving individuals, governments,
and organisations a direct channel to
their audiences.It thrives on immedia-

cy, engagement, and the
power to go viral,
making it an essential
tool in geopolitical
communication.
However, traditional
media is far from
obsolete. In an era of
information overload,
its role as a trusted
gatekeeper remains
critical. While social
media is the messen-
ger of the moment, tra-
ditional media pro-

vides depth, analysis, and context—
elements that are crucial for informed
decision-making. For communication
to be effective in this new geopolitical
era, the two mediums must comple-
ment each other, creating a holistic
narrative that is both immediate and
enduring.The rise of artificial intelli-
gence has added another layer of com-
plexity to global communication. AI-
driven analytics enable unprecedented
insights into audience behaviour, pref-
erences, and sentiments, allowing for
hyper-personalised messaging. These
tools are invaluable for diplomats and
foreign policy experts, who can now
craft messages with immense precision
and predict their impact with greater
accuracy. However, with these
advancements come ethical dilemmas.
The line between strategic communica-
tion and manipulation can easily blur,
necessitating robust frameworks to
ensure accountability and fairness. As
the communication landscape becomes
more intricate, the demand for skilled
specialists is growing. These profes-
sionals are not just channels for infor-
mation, they are strategists, analysts,
and creators who understand the

nuances of messaging in a diverse and
rapidly changing world.Traditional
media must evolve to remain relevant,
embracing digital innovations and
audience-centric approaches.
Meanwhile, social media must grapple
with issues of misinformation, polari-
sation, and echo chambers, striving to
become a platform that unites rather
than divides.In this era, communica-
tion is no longer just about delivering a
message; it is about shaping percep-
tions, building relationships, and driv-
ing action. As the world becomes
increasingly interconnected, the ability
to communicate effectively will be one
of the most powerful tools in navigat-
ing the complexities of a neo-geopolit-
ical era. In an era marked by shifting
alliances and evolving global priorities,
multilateral institutions face both chal-
lenges and opportunities.The rework-
ing of commitments by key nations to
international frameworks has drawn
notice to the fragility of global consen-
sus, raising questions about the role
and relevance of these institutions in
addressing shared challenges like pub-
lic health, climate change, and eco-
nomic inequality. This shifting land-
scape calls for a more nuanced
approach to diplomacy within multilat-
eral spaces, with a renewed focus on
collective responsibility. For these
institutions to thrive in a complex
geopolitical climate, they must lever-
age communication technologies to
foster transparency, engage diverse
stakeholders, and amplify their ability
to drive action. Whether through the
lens of a camera, the reach of a tweet,
or the depth of an investigative report,
the stories we tell and how we tell
them will shape the world in ways we
are only beginning to understand.

Flying faster-than-sound travel closer to reality
Boom Supersonic successfully tested its
prototype supersonic aircraft, proving that
supersonic commercial travel is not just a
dream but an imminent realityA signifi-
cant milestone in commercial aviation his-
tory has been achieved. Boom Supersonic,
a Colorado-based startup, completed a
successful test flight of its prototype
supersonic aircraft XB-1,  demonstrating
that commercial air travel at faster-than-
sound speeds is not only feasible but may
soon be available for frequent flyers, cut-
ting average intercontinental flight times
in half.When we think of supersonic com-
mercial aviation, Concorde often springs
to mind. Concorde was an iconic aircraft
that flew passengers across the Atlantic in
just three hours. It was the first commer-
cial supersonic aircraft, and it flew twice
the speed of sound for Air France and
British Airways from 1976 to 2003.
Concordes were retired in 2003 due to
excessive costs, high fares and loud noise.
Since then, aerospace giants like Airbus
and Boeing have never delivered a com-
mercial-scale replacement.So, what makes
Boom different? Boom’s team didn’t view
past failures as insurmountable obstacles.
Instead, they saw them as engineering

challenges to be overcome with a fresh
mindset. Unlike traditional companies that
would try to upgrade a subsonic plane to
go faster, Boom’s team designed every
component, from the aerodynamic shape
and propulsion system to the fuel system,
specifically for supersonic travel.The com-
pany exemplifies how ignoring legacy
assumptions and knowledge can unlock
groundbreaking solutions.Boom’s engi-
neers embraced the concept of “unlearn-
ing,” jettisoning assumptions that certain
design elements were necessary or that
certain hurdles were insurmountable.
Unlearning allowed Boom to innovate
with advanced composite materials, wing
design and a new noise-reduction strate-
gy.They rewrote the rules of the game,
overcame longstanding technical barriers
and ignited fresh interest in supersonic
flight. Established players like Boeing and
Airbus often shy away from radical
changes for fear of failing or canalising
profitable products. Boom took calculated
risks, embraced uncertainty, and refined
each step through rapid data-driven itera-
tion.Historically, supersonic jets are fuel
guzzlers. Boom’s approach combines
aerodynamic optimisation with advanced

high-performance materials and a propul-
sion system designed ground-up to min-
imise fuel consumption. The propulsion
system (Symphony) will run on zero aro-
matic 100 per cent sustainable aviation
fuel (SAF) for sustainable commercial
supersonic flights. As a startup, Boom
operates with lean teams. This contrasts
sharply with the massive bureaucratic
hierarchy within aerospace giants. Swift
prototyping, quick feedback loops, and a
willingness to pivot ensure that new tech-
nology is tested and integrated faster than
what Boeing or Airbus might manage.The

prototype aircraft smoothly
transitioned through Mach 1
(the speed of sound) and
touched Mach1.1. This tech-
nology demonstration will help
refine the design ahead of the
company’s next goal: launch-
ing a full-scale  60 to 75-seater
supersonic jet called Overture.
The founders’ vision is that
passengers can fly supersoni-
cally at tickets comparable to
business class fares.  Imagine
cutting a 7-hour transatlantic
flight to 3.5 hours. Suddenly, a

business meeting in Delhi and a dinner
date in London are feasible on the same
day. Overture is being designed to fly 7800
km. It can fly nonstop on routes like Delhi
to Frankfurt or New York to London.
Faster travel time can be a game-changer
for business travellers and high-priority
cargo. While Airbus, Boeing, and other
established players have the resources and
legacy to make big moves, it often takes a
nimble newcomer with a fresh perspective
and first-principles thinking to challenge
what’s  possible.
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

 
      
     
   

 

      
      
      




 

 
       


         
      
      
      




       


      

      

      
       
      
      




 
       
       

       
       

       

      



         
 

      
       
       
 
        
         
       

      

















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