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W|II “Jan Vishwas 2.0" celiver real reform

While initiatives like
upcoming Jan Vishwas 2.0
aim to ease regulatory bur-
dens, deeper reforms are
essential to cut red tape and
curb the menace of
briberyDespite concerted
efforts to combat corruption,
red-tapism and bribery
remain formidable barriers
to business growth in India.
The recent “India Business
Corruption Survey 2024”
presents a troubling picture:
66 per cent of business enti-
ties admit to paying bribes,
with 54 per cent stating they
were coerced to expedite
government processes,
obtain permits, ensure com-
pliance, or acquire duplicate
licenses. The problem is
most acute in sectors gov-
erned by overreaching offi-
cials in labour, GST, income
tax, pollution, provident
funds, property registration,
drug and health depart-
ments.The economic impact
Is undeniable.A survey by
EY-FICCI reveals that four
out of five respondents
believe corruption is a sig-
nificant deterrent to foreign
direct investment (FDI).
This underscores the urgent
need to overhaul India’s
compliance framework to
foster a transparent, fair, and
predictable regulatory envi-
ronment. While the govern-
ment initiated compliance
reforms two years ago,
progress has been
sluggish.The Jan Vishwas
Act of 2023 was a step for-
ward, decriminalising 180
provisions related to impris-
onment clauses that burden
businesses and entrepre-
neurs. However, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s 2025 budget
announcement about ‘Jan
Vishwas 2.0” aims to further
decriminalise around 100
provisions.While this is a
welcome step, it barely
scratches the surface—over
20,000 provisions with
imprisonment clauses remain
untouched.

The Constant Flux of
Compliance Rules

For Indian businesses, com-
pliance is already a complex
challenge, but its intersec-
tion with corruption makes it

nearly msurmountable
Regulatory officials often
wield compliance provisions
as tools to extract bribes.
Many businesses report that
unofficial payments are still
required to secure regulatory
approvals, even when all
necessary compliances are
met. A significant flaw in
the system is the enormous
subjectivity granted to
inspectors, who can threaten
imprisonment or factory
shutdowns without accounta-
bility. Another pressing issue
Is the overwhelming fre-
quency of compliance
updates, which fosters inef-
ficiency and corruption.Over
the past year alone, there
have been 9,420 compliance
updates—an average of 36
daily changes. This stagger-
ing rate of change indicates
either regulatory incompe-
tence or a deliberate design
to create systemic corruption
pipelines. A bureaucracy that
needs to update rules at such
an erratic pace is either inca-
pable of foresight or com-
plicit in fostering an envi-
ronment where bribes
become inevitable.The Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India’s (FSSAI)
recent directive is a promis-
ing initiative to curb this
chaos. Effective this
January, changes to food
label regulations will be
announced only once a year,
offering a model for pre-
dictable regulatory changes.
Similar measures should be
extended across all regulato-
ry bodies

Labour Laws: The Elephant
in the Room

A significant portion of
compliance-related impris-
onment clauses stem from
labour laws, which fall

under the
Concurrent List
of the
Constitution.

| While India has
b replaced 29
colonial-era
labour laws with
four modern
Iabour codes

|mplementat|on
Without this crit-
ical step, the
long-touted “biggest labour
reforms in independent
India” remain mere rhetoric.
State governments must act
swiftly to operationalise
these reforms.

Simplifying Business
Permits: A Digital-First
Approach

Establishing a factory in
India requires submitting
hundreds of self-attested and
notarised documents across
more than 40 government
departments.This archaic
system breeds corruption
and inefficiency. A digital-
first approach could trans-
form the process. Imagine a
scenario where entrepreneurs
can apply for factory per-
missions using a single busi-
ness identifier, granting reg-
ulators access to verified
documents via an entity
called Digi Locker. Such a
tamper-proof, authenticated
repository could cut
approval times from months
to days, mirroring the suc-
cess of India’s Digi Yatra in
streamlining airport security.
One Nation, One Business
Identity

India’s Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI) has rev-
olutionised governance, but
business compliance remains
fragmented. Entrepreneurs
must navigate at least 23
identity numbers issued by
various Union and state
authorities—from PAN,
GSTIN, and CIN to profes-
sional tax numbers and fac-
tory licenses. Each identifier
has its lifecycle, requiring
periodic renewals and pay-
ments, leading to inefficien-
cies and corruption.A unified
One Nation, One Business
Identity system could dra-
matically simplify compli-

ance, reducing bureaucratic
friction and the opportuni-
ties for corrupt practices.A
small budgetary allocation
toward this initiative could
streamline regulatory inter-
actions, enhancing India’s
appeal as a business destina-
tion.

A Global Perspective: The
US Efficiency Threat

The global competition for
investment and talent is
intensifying. The United
States is advancing gover-
nance reforms, including the
proposed Department of
Government Efficiency
(DOGE), to make business
operations seamless. If the
world’s largest economy
(GDP: $27 trillion) becomes
even more business-friendly,
why would investors choose
India’s $4 trillion economy,
where red tape and corrup-
tion persist? The answer is
simple: they won’t. As
American efficiency attracts
global capital, India risks
losing out on both invest-
ment and entrepreneurial tal-
ent, a fundamental driver of
its knowledge economy.

The Way Forward

The time for complacency is
over. What was an opportu-
nity yesterday is now an
urgent necessity. To sustain
its economic momentum,
India must dismantle bureau-
cratic hurdles, create a pre-
dictable compliance environ-
ment, and eradicate corrup-
tion.A clear, well-structured
compliance framework—
ushered in through Jan
Vishwas 2.0—is not just
about ease of doing busi-
ness; it’s about safeguarding
India’s economic future.The
government must act deci-
sively to attract global com-
panies and empower Indian
entrepreneurs to innovate,
expand, and create jobs
without fear or unnecessary
regulatory friction. India
stands at a crossroads.
Whether the High-Level
Committee for Regulatory
Reforms embraces a bold
compliance overhaul or hesi-
tates, the stakes are high.
The choice is clear: mod-
ernise or risk being left
behind in the global eco-
nomic race.




India’s plan to host the fourth global
Al summit in Delhi underscores its
strategic push for leadership in Al
innovationPrime Minister Narendra
Modi’s recent visits to Paris and
Washington, where he engaged with
two of the most influential leaders
from the developed world, come at a
crucial juncture of shifting geopoliti-
cal dynamics. The central theme of
these high-level bilateral discussions
revolved around advanced technolo-
gy cooperation in an increasingly
fragmented world. India played a
significant role as the co-chair of the
Al Action Summit in Paris, alongside
host nation France. This marked the
third global event dedicated to artifi-
cial intelligence, drawing compar-
isons to the Kumbh Mela of technol-
ogy—~bringing together policymak-
ers, corporate leaders, experts, and
world leaders.The summit’s primary
focus was on leveraging the transfor-
mative potential of Al, a technology
that has been likened to ground-
breaking human advancements such
as the invention of the wheel and the
mastery of fire. Meanwhile, China
introduced DeepSeek, a nimble gen-
erative Al tool, posing a serious
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challenge to the near-monopolistic
dominance of US tech giants that
have invested billions in Al research
and development.Compounding the
complexities of global Al gover-
nance, former US President Joe
Biden, during his final week in
office, passed an executive order
known as the Interim Final Rule
(IFR) on the Framework for
Artificial Intelligence Diffusion.This
order imposed export restrictions on
critical software and hardware essen-
tial for Al development, targeting
nations deemed adversarial to US
interests—chiefly China—but also
impacting close allies such as India.
Global technology stakeholders have
since urged the new US administra-
tion to maintain consistency with the
previously established Regulatory
Freeze Order. They have called for
the suspension of the Al Diffusion
Rule until further review and stake-
holder consultations ensure that the
regulations align with both national
security and international trade inter-
ests.Despite industry appeals,
President Donald Trump has yet to
overturn the executive order signed
by his predecessor. However, his
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administration issued a fresh execu-
tive order on January 23, signalling a
possible shift in approach. Within
days of assuming office, President
Trump reaffirmed the United States’
commitment to Al leadership, stating
that the country has historically been
at the forefront of Al innovation due
to its robust free-market economy,
world-class research institutions, and
entrepreneurial drive. His directive
emphasized eliminating barriers that
could hinder American Al progress,
revoking certain existing Al policies,
and reinforcing the US’s global lead-
ership in Al. He further asserted that
sustaining Al dominance was vital

RUssia combines diplomatic strateqy wi

Russia’s military philosophy extends
beyond traditional warfare, incorporat-
ing hybrid tactics that blend Eastern
endurance with Western innovation
Russia’s military strategy has long
been shaped by its geopolitical posi-
tion, straddling both Europe and Asia.
This dual identity has led to a warfare
doctrine that merges Western techno-
logical advancement with Eastern
strategic depth and endurance. The
ongoing evolution of Russian military
tactics provides valuable insight into
its approach to global conflicts, shaped
by a fusion of European and Asian
influences. From the European side,
Russia has historically adopted a pro-
fessionalised military structure similar
to Western armies, particularly during
the Imperial era and through Soviet
reforms. Its command structures have
evolved to centralise authority while
enabling flexibility on the
battlefield. The modernisation of
weaponry has also followed Western
advancements, integrating precision-
strike capabilities and network-centric
warfare. Drawing lessons from NATO
conflicts, Russia has enhanced its rapid
manoeuver warfare strategies, incorpo-
rating elements of German Blitzkrieg
and modern NATO doctrines, which
were evident in its campaigns in
Georgia and Ukraine.On the other
hand, Russia’s Eastern influences are
deeply rooted in its strategic patience
and attritional warfare, a legacy of the
Mongol conquests and Soviet-era
endurance strategies. Rather than seek-
ing swift victories, Russia often
engages in prolonged, resource-drain-
ing conflicts that wear down its adver-
saries over time. Its embrace of asym-
metric and hybrid tactics aligns with

guerrilla warfare methods, employing
unconventional approaches such as
cyberattacks, disinformation cam-
paigns and proxy warfare. This strate-
gic approach mirrors the methods used
by China and other Eastern powers,
relying on destabilisation rather than
direct confrontation. Furthermore,
Russia’s influence in regional conflicts
extends beyond conventional military
engagements, utilising mercenaries like
the Wagner Group and supporting sep-
aratist movements, a strategy similar to
Iran’s and China’s use of regional
proxy forces.Russia’s military doctrine
extends its influence over neighboring
states, shaping their security and
geopolitical dynamics. Ukraine has
been the epicenter of Russia’s hybrid
warfare, where cyberattacks, military
incursions, and disinformation cam-
paigns have been employed to desta-
bilise the country. Belarus remains a
critical ally, hosting Russian forces and
acting as a logistical facilitator for mil-
itary operations. The Baltic states—
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania—are
under constant Russian influence, fac-
ing frequent cyber intrusions and polit-
ical destabilisation efforts, despite their
NATO membership. In Central Asia,

Russia maintains a military
and economic presence in
former Soviet republics like
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and

~ Kyrgyzstan, ensuring their

. alignment within its sphere

==Y of influence.Similarly, in the

¥ Caucasus, Russia has
engaged in military con-
flicts, as seen in Georgia,
and continues to exert influ-
ence in Armenia and

Azerbaijan through peace-

keeping operations and
strategic alliances. Beyond its immedi-
ate borders, Russia balances relation-
ships with China and India, maintain-
ing military cooperation with the for-
mer while supplying arms to the latter,
ensuring its strategic autonomy amid
shifting global alliances.The geopoliti-
cal strategy of the United States in the

Russia-Ukraine war has been pivotal in
countering Russian aggression through
military, economic, and diplomatic
means. One of the most significant
aspects of US involvement has been its
military support for Ukraine. The US
has supplied Ukraine with advanced

weaponry, including Javelin anti-tank
missiles, HIMARS rocket systems, and

Patriot air defence systems, significant-
ly enhancing its defensive and offen-
sive capabilities.Another key aspect of

the economic strategy has been reduc-
ing Europe’s dependence on Russian
oil and gas. The US.has increased its
liquefied natural gas exports to Europe

and supported alternative energy
sources to mitigate Russia’s ability to
use energy as a political weapon.

Additionally, billions of dollars in
direct economic aid have been provid-

ed to Ukraine to stabilize its economy
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India’s al diplomacy

for human advancement, eco-
s nomic competitiveness, and

national security. India,
aiming for a prominent role
in global Al governance,
innovation and develop-
ment, has set forth an ambi-
tious Al mission of its
own.This vision, however,
is heavily reliant on high-
end semiconductor chips
and Graphics Processing
Units (GPUSs) currently con-
trolled by US technology

firms. Any restrictions on

access to these critical processors
could pose significant challenges to
India’s Al aspirations. Modi’s
engagements in Paris, India’s
announcement to host the fourth
global Al summit in Delhi, and his
discussions with President Trump
and other world leaders signal a
strategic move toward securing
India’s place at the forefront of glob-
al Al advancements. These diplomat-
ic efforts mark an essential step in
navigating the rapidly evolving Al
landscape and ensuring India’s stake
in shaping the future of this transfor-
mative technology.

litary tactics

and sustain its military
operations.India, as a key global play-
er, has maintained a delicate balancing
act in the Russia-Ukraine war due to
its historical ties with Russia and its
growing partnerships with the West.
Economically, India has continued its
energy cooperation with Russia,
increasing imports of Russian oil at
discounted prices to mitigate global
energy inflation. At the same time,
India is expanding its trade partner-
ships with Western nations to ensure
diversification and avoid over-reliance
on any single economic partner. In the
geopolitical sphere, India has posi-
tioned itself as a neutral entity, abstain-
ing from several UN votes condemn-
ing Russia and advocating diplomatic
dialogue over sanctions.India’s military
procurement strategy reflects this bal-
ance, as it continues to acquire Russian
military hardware such as S-400 mis-
sile systems while simultaneously
strengthening defense ties with the US
and France to modernise its armed
forces. The broader Indo-Pacific secu-
rity landscape remains a key concern
for India, as it remains wary of deep-
ening Russia-China military ties.
Given China’s aggressive posturing in
the region, India has increased its
engagement with Western powers, par-
ticularly through the QUAD alliance
with the US, Japan and Australia, to
counterbalance Chinese influence.
Russia’s military philosophy extends
beyond traditional warfare, incorporat-
ing hybrid tactics that blend Eastern
endurance with Western innovation.
Cyber and information warfare play a
significant role in Russia’s strategy,
heavily influenced by China’s cyber
tactics.
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